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The First Church in Windsor 
United Church of ChristðGathered 1630 

An open and affirming community  
for all Godôs people 

 

Our mission is to worship God, love our neighbor,  
and follow Jesus as together we journey in faith. 

From the Minister ï 

June/July  

2010  

  ñFor everything there is a season, and  

    a time for every matter under heaven.ò 

                                                            -Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

June is the time for celebrations and transitions and we have had plenty of both 
lately at the First Church in Windsor.  On the transitional side, we said good-bye 
last month to our student minister, Nancy Lois, and now Sue Williams who has 
served the church so faithfully as Coordinator of Parish Care the past twelve 
years, has announced her retirement effective June 30 (please see page 4).  Sue 

will be greatly missed but she knows in her heart that this is the right time for her to step down.  We 
look forward to honoring Sue on ñParish Caring Sundayò in September.   
 Although Sue may be leaving, it is important to remember that Parish Caring will continue.  The 
plan is to have Dottie McAllister and Ruth Budlong oversee the essential parts of the program 
throughout the summer months, while we evaluate the ministry and try to come up with a more          
permanent structure in the fall.  I will be working closely with Dottie and Ruth to make sure the           
pastoral needs of the congregation continue to be met during this interim period. 
 On a different but still related front, the search for our Associate Minister is now heading into its 
final stages.  The search committee has reviewed nearly twenty profiles and is in the process of           
interviewing the most attractive candidates.  When a candidate is selected a letter will be sent home 
to each member of the church announcing the name of the candidate and inviting the congregation to 
attend ñCandidate Sundayò-- at which time the candidate will preach a sermon and the membership 
will vote at a congregational meeting following the service. 
 On the celebratory side of things, we welcomed eleven new members into the John Warham        
Society on May 16, and our Minister Emeritus the Reverend Van Parker kept us all spellbound with 
his heartfelt sermon, ñAn Open Door.ò  Likewise, letôs not forget that June 6 is ñConfirmation Sunday,ò 
one of the truly joyful days in the life of our congregation.  I am happy to report that we have thirteen 
young people joining the church that day, no small feat, so I encourage you to make a special effort 
to come to church that day and congratulate them. 
 Last, but certainly not least, donôt forget that Sunday, June 13, is ñChristian Education Sunday.ò  
Letôs celebrate the important role Christian education plays in the life of our church by honoring our 
church school children and their teachers, first at the 10:00 worship service, and then at the annual  
all-church picnic afterwards. 
 This is indeed, the season for transition and celebration and I invite you to catch the spirit of antici-
pation and joy that permeates our congregation by worshipping with us as often as you can during 
the exciting weeks that lie ahead. 
       Grace & Peace, RHH    

 



 

 

June/July  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays at 8 a.m. Holy      
Communion & 9:30/10 a.m. 
Family Worship  
 

 June 6  
 Rick Huleatt (8 & 10) 
 

 June 13  
 Christian Education Sunday 
 (8 & 10) 
 

 June 20 (8 & 9:30) 
 Rick Huleatt 
  

 June 27 (8 & 9:30) 
 Char Corbett 
   
  July 4 (8 & 9:30) 
  Rick Huleatt 
 

  July 11 (8 & 9:30) 
  Char Corbett 
 

  July 18 (8 & 9:30) 
  Rick Huleatt 
 

  July 25 (8 & 9:30) 
  Char Corbett 

Worship 

June/July  
LECTIONARY LESSONS  

 

June 6 (Second Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
I Kings 17:8-16 
Psalm 146 
Galatians 1:11-24 
Luke 7:11-17 

 

June 13 (Third Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
I Kings 21:1-10, 15-21a 
Psalm 5:1-8 
Galatians 2:15-21 
Luke 7:36-8:3 

 

June 20 (Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
I Kings 19:1-4, 8-15a 
Psalm 42 
Galatians 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 

Book Buddy Coordinator 
Needed 

Outreach Board Seeking Book Buddy 
Coordinator. After 4 years of out-
standing stewardship of the Book 
Buddy program, Tony Davenport will 
give way to a successor next year. 
For the last 10 years the program has 
provided books three times a year to 
some 40-60 kindergarten pupils at 
Hartford's Simpson-Waverly Magnet 
School. Duties of the coordinator           
include recruitment of First Church 
book donors and collection and        
delivery of books to Simpson-
Waverly. If interested, please contact 
Mark Fredette at (860) 285-0675.  If 
you'd like to know more detail about 
being a Book Buddy Coordinator, 
please call Tony at (860) 688-9084.   
 

 

News from the  
Early Learning Center  

The children of the Early Learning 
Center had a great time on their field 
day at Northwest Park in May.  They 
played many games and all won         
ribbons, along with visiting the farm 
animals and the nature center.   
 The classes are all participating in 
end of the year performances for their 
parents and families.  The children 
sing songs and act them out on stage 
under the direction of Corinne Martin, 
our music and movement teacher.  It 
will be sad to see the fourðyearð 
olds leave, but we looked forward to 
the threes returning and the many 
new faces we will have next year. 
 There are still openings available 
in most of our programs, so if you 
know of anyone who is interested 
please tell them to call the office at 
(860) 688-4597 to schedule a tour.   

 

 

June/July  
LECTIONARY LESSONS  

(continued)  
June 27 (Fifth Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 
 

July 4 (Sixth Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
2 Kings 5:1-14 
Psalm 30 
2Galatians 6:7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 

July 11  (Seventh Sunday af-
ter Pentecost) 
Amos 7:7-17 
Psalm 82 
Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37 
 

July 18 (Eighth Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
2Amos 8:1-12 
Psalm 52 
Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 
 

July 25  (Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
Hosea 1:2-10 
Psalm 85 
Colossians 2:6-15 
Luke 11:1-13 
 

Church Office Closings/  
Summer Hours  

In observance of Memorial 
Day and July 4th, the office 
will be closed Monday, May 
31 and Monday, July 5.  
Church summer hours will 
begin on Monday, June 21.  
This summer, the office will 
be open from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. ; a half hour change 
from prior years. 
 



 

 

Dear Friends at First Church, 
Thank you so much for the lovely spring flower        
arrangement. I am well ñbackò from my recent        
lumbar surgery and these flowers added a beautiful 
touch to a lovely day. 
With deepest gratitude,                     Tom Gilmartin 

 
Dear First Church, 
On behalf of myself and family, I want to thank          
you for all your prayers, cards and kind words of          
support, following my Dadôs death. 

Gary Sava 
 
I just received your package and on behalf of me 
and my men, thanks. Frankly, it couldn't have ar-
rived at a better time. We're on a pretty remote For-
ward Operating Base here in Afghanistan, far from 
any city, and we don't get mail out here often. 
Again, thanks; and please convey our gratitude to 
everyone who keeps us in their thoughts and 
prayers. 

Mike Zapor 
(Mike is one of the two soldiers weôve adopted 
at First Church.)  

The Knitting Ministry Retreat  
May 1, 2010 

FROM LEFTðBack Row: Andrea Schnure, Ada Martin, 

Pam Sweeny, Sue Keirstead, Ginny Lougee. Middle Row: 
Char Corbett, Sue Williams, Susan Huleatt, Beth Horlitz. 
Front Row: Nancy Clark, Joan Thornton, Laureen Relyea and 
Jean Kelly. 

 
Baptism  

Edward Reinhard Krol, son of Hanna and Nathan, 
brother to Amelia and Leonard (and cat Bella) was 
baptized on May 9.  Edward was born on January 
15.  Rev. Richard Huleatt officiated. 
 

Marriage  
Meghan Hickey, daughter of Marcia and Michael 
Hickey, was married to Neil Wortley on April 10 at 
the First Church in Windsor. Rev. Richard Huleatt 
officiated. 
 

Covenant To Care Needs New  
Twin Sheet Sets.   

Covenant to Care has received a grant to purchase 
a truckload of new beds. While great news, we 
need your help! As the beds are delivered, it is nice 
to include a set of twin sheets so that the child has 
everything they need for a good night's rest.  Sheet 
sets must be new.  If interested in contributing, 
please drop them off by end of May in or near one 
of the Book Buddy baskets.  Contact Mark Fredette 
at (860) 285-0675 with any questions. THANKS! 

Rev. F. Van Gorder Parker  
Pastor Emeritus  

On May 16, John Warham Sunday, Van Parker was our 
guest preacher.  Here he is with Rick Huleatt. 

 



 

 

Sue Williams 
Coordinator 

Parish Caring Ministries  

Dear First Church Friends, 
 Once again, I ask you to allow me to use of this Parish Caring Ministries space to 
share some personal news.  After much soul-searching and even agonizing, I have come 
to the decision that it is time for me to retire from my job as Coordinator of PCM.  It is not 
strictly because of my present illness, although this on-going disability has brought some-
thing into clear focus for meétime is so precious!  I have not been able to give time  to 

my children and grandchildren during these four months and that has been as difficult as the illness 
itself.  We have just found out that our older daughter, Kirsten, and her partner, Eric, will be moving to 
Sonoma, CA.  She is now the instant mom of three little girls (11, 9 and 6) who need her and also 
need a new Nana (me!)  Our Brooksley and her husband, Ezra, and their two young children (4 and 2) 
live in Florence, MA.   Until this current illness, I had twice-weekly visits and outings with these dear 
little ones.  When I am finally well, I want to be free to be a very loving presence in the developing 
lives of all these grandchildren.  I also want to pursue, with more intentionality, my other passionéart! 
 These 12 years as Coordinator of PCM have been an absolute joy for me!  The ministries were            
created with two goals in mind: to serve the caring needs of folks going through a tough time and to 
provide opportunities for parishioners to use their gifts to help.  It will be difficult to step away from ñmy 
babyò but I will do just that in order to give space to a new coordinator who will put his or her imprint 
on the position.  For a few years, I may need to refrain from volunteering in the ministries of Parish 
Caring (Rick will advise me on that), but I am still a parishioner in my beloved First Church and I will 
be looking for other ways to serve.  You can certainly look for me back in the choir loft in September!  
Thank you, dear friends, for trusting me with this sacred service and for using your many, varied gifts 
to make Parish Caring Ministries as vibrant as it is today.  As we move forward, I pray that the roots 
that have been well-cultivated by the tender care of all  of us will continue to grow and blossom in new 
and colorful ways. 
 
With Love and Gratitude, Sue   

 

Thank You June and July Volunteers  
June                               
Care Notes - Patti Huntington 
Meals and Transportation ï Ruth Johnson 
Prayers ï Sue Williams 
Flowers ï Vanda Doyle 
Friendship Pad:  Laureen Relyea 

CǳƴŜǊŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō 
  The Womenôs Club has been offering funeral receptions to our whole community for (probably) 
hundreds of years!  Now PCM is partnering with the Womenôs Club to find ways to support them in 
this endeavor.  Jan Stevens, the Funeral Reception Coordinator, told us that the demands for funeral 
receptions have increased as our church members age.  It can no longer be done by the Womenôs 
Club alone.  We wish to engage the WHOLE congregation in this important ministry.  Currently the 
Womenôs Club has five Hostess/Coordinators to run these receptions but they need more.  This job 
(perhaps held by two volunteers) entails:  1. Making phone calls to folks who have said they would 
bake or make sandwiches. 2.  Helping to coordinate the reception on the day of the funeral.  They 
also could always use more bakers and sandwich-makers. 
 All monies raised have been funneled right back into the church.  Recently, they purchased a 
new desk for Rickôs church office.  They have decorated the Parker Room, the Morrell Room, and 
much, much more. You will hear a lot more about opportunities to help in the months ahead.  Please 
prayerfully consider using your gifts in some way that is connected to Funeral Support at First 
Church.  Jan Stevens can be reached at (860) 683-0563. 

 
July 
Care Notes ï Betsy Stisser 
Meals and Transportation ï Joan Waterhouse 
Flowers ï Colleen Olson 
Friendship Pad ï Ann Pickens 
Prayers - TBA 



 

 

Interim Conference Leadership Update  
The Reverend Carole Carlson has agreed to take on the role of ñBridgeò Interim Conference Minister.  
Carole is familiar with the Conference operations, having served on staff from 2001 to 2005. The brief 
period between Rev. Crabtree's departure and Rev. Carlson's arrival will be filled by the Rev. Ron 
Brown as "Acting" CM.  A long-term Interim Conference Minister (ICM) will be called to start August 
15, 2010.  
 

A Final Chance (and Incentive) to make a contribution to Silver Lake  
If you who have been meaning to make a gift to the campaign, but havenôt gotten around to it,          
this is your moment!  As a reminder to all of us that Silver Lake needs our continuing support, anony-
mous donors have made a $50,000 matching challenge grant ï every gift or pledge to be paid in 12 
months, received between now and June 30, will be matched dollar for dollar up to $50,000.  Pay-
ments qualifying for the match can be made by check to the Missionary Society dated no later than 
June 30 or on line by pressing the ñDonate Nowò button at www.ctucc.org.  Be sure to indicate that 
your gift is for Now for the Future. The mailing address is 125 Sherman St., Hartford, CT 06105. 

Dear First Church Family, 
 I am rejoicing (with exceeding great joy) over the gift of sight.  Many of you know that 
Iôve just had cataract surgery on both eyes...and the results have been wonderful, to 
say the least.  For the first time in many years, I have a truly clear view of the world 
around me, and the beauty of springtime in New England is so powerful it almost 
hurts.  Colors are bright and vivid, but what really stands out are the shadows behind 
them...everything seems so much more three-dimensional. The words of Gerard  
Manley Hopkinsô poem ñPied Beautyò come to mind frequently:  ñGlory be to God for 
dappled things....ò  So I thank you all for your prayers and concern! 

   With the coming of summer comes the preparations for our third annual ñOpera in the 
Meetinghouse.ò  This yearôs theme is ñBe Our Guestò and will focus on moments that involve both hos-
pitality and hostility (a must when opera is involved!)  Weôre hoping for a new record in attendance, so 
please make plans now to be with us on August 7 at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets will be going on sale in mid-
June, and proceeds will benefit the First Church Organ Capital Improvements Fund and The Caring 
Connection, Windsorôs Adult Day Health Center. 
 As our ñChoir Seasonò draws to a close, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to each man, 
woman and child who has made the quality decision to be involved in Music Ministry this year.  It is a 
great joy to work with such generous and dedicated people...and it still amazes me that something as 
serious as preparing for worship and ministry can also be so much fun!  ñFor the LORD is good; Godôs 
mercy is everlasting; and Godôs truth endures to all generations.ò --Psalm 100:5  
 
Peace, Mark 

 

Save the DateðAnd Your Books  
Itôs coming backðthe First Church Used Book 
Sale will take place on Saturday, November 6, 
and collection day will be Saturday, October 30.  
If you absolutely canôt store your books until 
then, contact the church office to discuss             
storage options. 
 

The Youth Mission Holy Mackerel Tag 
Sale was a huge hit.  Proceeds from the tag 

sale, bake sale and car wash were over $2,300 
so our youth are well on their way to Cluster 13 
for this summerôs mission trip.  Thanks to 
Priscilla Ford and Cindy Taplin and the scores  
of others who donated, fetched, carried, sorted, 
tagged, bagged and performed a myriad of es-
sential duties.  Special thanks to Bruce & Elena 
Wallace who donated hundreds of brand new 
items. 




