
 



A Letter from Pastor Nicole 

Dear First Church Community, 

Greetings to you all in New England’s most beautiful season of fall! 
The kids go back to school in September and our church program 
launches with similar fanfare and flair. So in October, things around 
church are really humming along. You will see cars in the parking lots 
almost every night of the week for multiple groups or events. The 
calendar is so full, we have learned we must plan ahead to make sure 
there is a spot for our events. And while this may be a little 
inconvenient, it is a good problem to have! There is so much energy and activity in the church because 
things are moving and growing and exploring. And indeed God sees it all and behold it is good. 

I would like to highlight a few things in the life of the church. First, we are all focusing on Moses 
and the Book of Exodus in our church: the sermons, the Bible study and the Sunday School are all 
following the same scriptures. Even the committees and boards have been reflecting on Moses as 
their devotional. My hope is we can all be talking about the same stories as families and 
intergenerational connections. This brings me to the second highlight: we are in the midst of 
Visioning or Strategic Planning process.  In visioning, it is imperative that we come together as a 
community, and (as best we can) agree on a pathway forward. Growing up on the coast of Maine, I 
always think of the metaphor of the sailboat. You must know where you are going in order to set 
sail. There must always be a specific direction planned, the coordinates plotted, the sails set 
accordingly. The church is sometimes called a ship, as in “The Old Ship of Zion,” and we also need 
to know where to set our coordinates. Our first all-congregation event on October 8th where we will 
look at our history and see if we can identify an arc of continuity that we might want to carry into 
our future. As a church who loves its history, I am looking forward to hearing the stories and 
discerning the touchpoints across the years. 

Finally, I want to highlight an important Sunday in the life of the church: October 29th. We will be 
capping off our Season of Generosity with a dedication of our pledges, celebrating the 500th 
Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation (with a visit from Martin Luther!), honoring our pastors 
emeritus Rev. Van Parker and Rev. Rick Huleatt with a festive Reformation-themed lunch after 
worship. You will not want to miss this celebration Sunday! I hope to see all of you as we honor 
and celebrate our life as a church during October. 

Shalom blessings to you all 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Nicole 
 



September Worship Schedule 

October 1 World Communion Sunday 
 Scripture: Exodus 19:1-6, 20:1-17 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole & Pastor Rick Huleatt 
Second Hour: Stories of Resistance & Hope 

Rev. Davida Crabtree, will share stories of resistance and 
hope from her vast experiences in social justice activism.   

October 8 Native American/CAIM Sunday 
Scripture: Exodus 11:1, 11:4- 12:13 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 
October 15 Parish Caring Ministries Sunday 

Scripture: Exodus 14:5-31 
Worship Leader: Rev. Travis Armes 

October 22 Renewing Our Covenant Sunday 
Scripture: Exodus 16:1-8, 31 

Worship Leader: Rev. Tamara Moreland, Assoc. 
Conference Minister 

Octobe29 Generosity & Reformation Sunday  
Scripture: Exodus 19:1-6, 20:1-17  

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 

Welcome Our Guest Preachers 

LT Travis M. Armes, Chaplain Corps, United States Navy 

Lieutenant Travis Armes, a Georgia native, entered active duty in 2014 after 
nine years of civilian ministry. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Religion 
and Philosophy from Berry College, a Master of Divinity degree from 
Emmanuel Christian Seminary and a Master of Theology degree from Duke 
University Divinity School. In July 2017, Travis reported for duty to serve as 
the Basic Enlisted Submarine School Division Chaplain at the Naval 
Submarine School at Naval Submarine Base New London in Groton, CT. 
Travis is married to our own Pastor Adrienne and together they have two 
beautiful children, Madeleine and Ben  

Rev. Dr. Tamara Mooreland 

Tamara Moreland serves churches in the northern part of the state ranging from 
the New York state line to the Connecticut River. A graduate of Yale Divinity 
School, Tamara was ordained in the Hartford Association in 2001. Her education 
includes an economics degree and graduate level work in organizational 
behavior.  

 

Don’t forget! Pastor Nicole is hosting an Adult Bible Study every 
Wednesday at 7 pm in the conference room. All are most welcome!  

 

  

 

  

 

  



News from Youth Ministries 

Submitted by Pastor Adrienne 
 
Thank you so much to everyone who donated items for our 
Youth Room! The room is now open and has been a big hit with 
children, youth and their families! We will use the space for our 
Confirmation classes, Middle School Sunday Classes and during 
coffee hour on Sunday mornings. It is a great area for our young 
people, and many people came together to make it happen. To 
everyone who donated toys, activities, decorations, or came to 
help set the room up, we appreciate you! Thank you to all of you! 
 
Homecoming Sunday was a success! We had a great turnout of children, youth and families 
and are already off to a great start this year. If you have not yet registered your child for Sunday 
School, please email Pastor Adrienne or Rose and we will send the form to you. Also, if your 
child has not filled out an “All About Me” page, please let Pastor Adrienne know. We are 
displaying them on the bulletin board in the upstairs hall. 
 
Church School classes have started for the fall! We are teaching Kindergarten through 5th 
Graders all together this year. Pastor Adrienne will be teaching large group lessons and then we 

will divide the children into older and younger groups for a craft 
or activity that goes along with their lesson. Nursery age 
through Pre-K children will meet in the Nursery area in the 
Parker Room by the Sanctuary. We have added new toys for 
preschool children and will be teaching a simple Bible lesson to 
the kids each week. Middle Schoolers will be meeting in our 
new Youth Room each week. We had a Young Adult Hike on 
September 30 and will be planning an activity every month for 
people ages 18-30.  

 
Upcoming Events  
 
October 27 Haunted Corn Maze – Open to high schoolers and young adults. 
Middle school students welcome if accompanied by a parent. Details coming 
soon.  
 
October 29 Messy Church Carnival – Join us in Nelson Hall from 3-5 pm for a 
Halloween Carnival and pizza dinner! Wear a costume!  

 
November 3 Parents’ Night Out – Drop your kids off in Nelson Hall for pizza and 
a movie from 6-8 pm! Enjoy adult time on your own or fellowship with other parents 
and adults from church at Union Street Tavern. The suggested donation for this event 
is $10 for the first child and $5 each additional child per family.   
 



News from Parish Caring Ministries 

Submitted by April Michaud 
 
When you are alone remember there are angels whose sole purpose is to embrace the lonely. 
~Corrine de Winter 
 
Sunday, October 15, 2017 - Parish Caring Sunday 
 
Parish Caring Ministries is an important and vital part 
of our church community, and is sustained by the 
dedication of many volunteers which breathe life into 
the missions and activities we provide.  We have 
volunteers who visit with elderly, sick and 
homebound members of our congregation.  We have 
volunteers who provide meals or rides to those in 
need.  We have volunteers who are gifted floral 
arrangers and make our meetinghouse look beautiful 
weekly for services and holidays.  We have 
volunteers who knit or crochet prayer shawls that are given to church members when they are sick 
or grieving to provide comfort.  We have volunteers who write notes of caring to members of our 
church family, or who pray for others in need.  On this day, we recognize and give thanks to those 
volunteers who are angels among us and provide so much care and support to others when most 
needed.  
 
Fall FCW Travelling Ministries 
 
We are seeking leaders and musicians for October and November lay-lead services at locations in 
our community - no experience necessary!   
 

 Thursday, October 12 - 2 PM - Kimberly Hall 
 Tuesday, October 17 - 1 PM - Stonebrook Village 
 Thursday, October 19 - 1 PM - Delamere Woods 
 Tuesday, November 7 - 2 PM - Windsor Rehab 
 Thursday, November 16 - 1 PM - Delamere Woods 
 Tuesday, November 21 - 1 PM - Stonebrook Village 
 

This is a wonderful and rewarding way to share your time and talents with those in local nursing 
homes or retirement communities.  If you would like to volunteer or learn more, please contact 
April Michaud by phone (860.298.0193) or e-mail (aprilmichaudct@comcast.net).   
 

Sunday, November 5, 2017 - All Saints Sunday 
 
On this day, we remember those members of our church family who 
have passed away in the last year by adding their names to our Tree 
of Life banner.  
 



College Care Packages 
 
Once again, Parish Caring Ministries will help coordinate the assembly and mailing 
of care packages to our young adults enrolled in college or enlisted in the military. 
This project was joyfully received by students last year prior to winter exams, and 
we hope for the same this year. To help make this happen, Parish Caring Ministries 
is seeking donations from the congregation - either items for the packages or 
monetary donations to help purchase supplies or postage. If you wish to donate 
items for this project we need between 25 and 30 of each of the following items:   
 

 Granola, cereal or protein bars 
 Hot cocoa packets 
 Packs of gum 
 Fun-sized candy bars 
 Snack packs of raisins or other dried fruits 
 Individually wrapped cookies or other sweet snacks 
 Single-serve bags of nuts, chips, pretzels or other salty snacks 
 Small bags of trail mix 
 Microwave popcorn 

 
These items can be brought to the church office starting in 
late October.  Monetary donations (please put “college care 
packages” in the memo field”) to defray the cost of 
purchasing items or to pay for postage are also welcome and 
can be mailed or delivered to the church office.  All donations 
should be made before November 17th. If you have 
questions, you can contact Pastor Adrienne through the 
church office, or April Michaud by phone (860-298.0193) or 
e-mail (aprilmichaudct@comcast.net).  Thank you in 
advance for helping us spread some joy to our young adults 
before the stress of exams takes over! 

 
Extending Thanks 
 
Parish Caring Ministries offers our most heartfelt thanks to Rev. Jayne 
Yonkman, Pastor Nicole’s mother-in-law, who took time out of visiting 
with her family to share some experiences and insights with about a 
dozen First Church members on Tuesday, August 22nd. Jayne is an 
ordained minister in the Reformed Church in America and a Board 
Certified Chaplain with training in Spiritual Direction from the Shalem 
Institute for Spiritual Formation. Before retiring in 2014, she spent 9 
years ministering in a long-term care and rehab center. She shared many 
ideas with volunteers from Parish Visitors, FCW Travelling Ministries 
and other church members that gave us new vision and perspective, and 
for that we are grateful.   
  

mailto:aprilmichaudct@comcast.net


News from Outreach 

Summited by Marilyn Boehm 
 

The Outreach Board will be looking for the congregation’s input on where to 
spend the Outreach dollars allotted in the Church budget. Do you want to focus 
on hunger, social justice, children’s issues, education, local needs, disaster 
relief, world crises? We want to reflect the concerns of the congregation- You. 
Look for a survey, or talk to any member of the Board: Joyce Ward, Mike 
Bassett, Liz Dupont-Diehl, Lorraine Wells, or Marilyn Boehm.  
 

Thirty backpacks were collected, filled and distributed to Covenant to Care, Windsor Social 
Services, and our new Refugee Family of four children. Thanks to Joyce Ward and Joann Coghill 
for pulling this together, and many thanks to all who donated items.  
 
A current project is aimed at helping disaster recovery efforts through the UCC and Church World 
Service (CWS). They have asked for clean up buckets which they warehouse and provide to residents 
after a disaster. We are in the process of collecting the items- check in the Sunday bulletin and online 
for the list of items needed.  
 
October 1 is Outreach Sunday and we will be collecting the Neighbors in Need offering. We will 
also host a 2nd hour program with Davida Crabtree, looking at the unique and inspiring history of 
the UCC. Please come to learn and enjoy the stories. 
 
It’s not too early to think about Christmas giving and the Outreach Board will be offering some 
alternative gifting options in November at coffee Hour, so get your lists going. Perhaps a goat, a tree, 
or chicks would be the perfect gift for someone.  

 

WHOW Craft Sale at L. P. Wilson on Nov. 4                                                                                                         

Submitted By Priscilla Ford 

 

The event is always fun. Many of the Windsor Churches use this as their fund 
raiser. There is a huge variety of craft and food offerings. The Bake Sale donates 
all of their proceeds to the Windsor Food Bank which we would like to contribute 
to as well. Admission of $1 or a nonperishable food item which will provide 
additional support to local families. Each church provides a gift basket to be 
raffled and those proceeds will benefit members of our military and their families.  

We are planning a Craft Night on Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00 pm in Nelson Hall. We would like 
to encourage you to bring a project for willing hands to complete or come to help with a new 
project. Supplies will be provided. Please contact me at 860-688-4428 if you have any questions or 
bright ideas!  

The budget cuts impacted Outreach spending.  Profits will go directly to this important mission of 
our church. We would love to have your help!  



New Brochure on Its Way!                                                                                              

Submitted by Davida Crabtree 

 
These are exciting days in the life of First Church! Your Generosity Team is especially excited about 
our new brochure featuring aspects of the many ministries we share as well as a number of members 
whom you may or may not know. After reading, we hope you might share it with a friend! Sixty of 
our members and friends will have the opportunity of a visit with another member of our church. We 
know that it is the quality of our connectedness and the joy of our community that bind us together, 
bring us comfort in times of need and strengthen our faith in Christ. These visits are intended to build 
up our relationships with each other as well as encourage us all in our support of the church. We hope 
that you will welcome these visitors warmly and get to know one another more deeply.  
 
Many have asked about electronic giving and its relationship to your pledge. We 
very much welcome electronic giving in any of its forms as we know it makes it 
easier for you – and for the church as well. You can instruct your bank to send a 
weekly or monthly check to the church or you can sign up for your gift to be 
withdrawn regularly from your credit card (go to www.fcwucc.org and click on 
Donate) or you can use the QR symbol on the giving card during worship. It is still 
important that you complete a pledge card so we know you have responded and can 
use that information in our financial planning as a church. Just as you need to know 
your monthly income to spend appropriately, so the church needs your pledge for 
the same purpose as well as for your growth in your spiritual journey.  
 
During the month of October, we hope that you will pray regularly for the success of our Giving 
from the Heart campaign. Here is a prayer you might use: O God, You know I love my church! I 
ask that you inspire all of us to deeper giving so that our church may respond more fully to the 
needs of our elders, our families, our children and youth, our town and our world. In the name of 
Christ who gave and gave so that we might live fully. Amen.  
 
A Standard for Giving                                                                                                                                       

Submitted by Davida Crabtree 

 
The Bible teaches us to give proportionately to our assets and income. The biblical 
standard is a tithe, or 10% of one’s annual income. In the UCC, we encourage 
generosity not only to the church but also to other organizations dear to our hearts. 
Many of us still tithe of course, but for those who are new to the concept the half-
tithe is helpful. To calculate a half-tithe is very easy: Just take your annual income 
and pledge one dollar per week for every thousand dollars of annual income.  

 
If you are not in a position to move to a half-tithe immediately, consider moving up from your current 
giving by one or two percentage points. If you’re annual income is $50,000 and you are giving $20 
per week, or about 2%, prayerfully consider moving to 3% or about $30 per week. I know people 
don’t like to talk about money and some don’t like to hear about it in church, but the truth is Jesus 
spoke often about money and generosity! It’s important to our spiritual journeys!  

 

http://www.fcwucc.org/


News from the Prudential Board                                                                                                       

Submitted by Al Boehm & Barry Budlong 

 
Pierson House: Having completed major renovations on the Pierson House last month and tenants 
moved in on both floors, we have shifted our attention to our other properties. 
Russell House: Our contractor has completed the Window Project that provides a lead-free first 
floor available for profession offices. After the Tag Sale clears out stored items, the rental of the 
first floor will be turned over to realtor Mike O’Brien to manage the property for us. 

Meetinghouse: The 2015 Campus Study discovered a structural issue above the Narthex supporting 
the Bell Tower. Beth Acly, a structural engineer, has inspected the damage 
and is in the process of drawing up the repairs needed to reinforce a couple 
broken support members. The overgrown bushes on the parking lot side of 
the Meetinghouse have been either trimmed or removed. We have also 
identified electrical upgrades that are needed to replace ancient Nob & 
Tube electrical lines that power lights over the portico and choir room. Yes, 
we still have active power lines that are probably 100 years old, but are still 
allowed under Connecticut codes. The carpets in the Meetinghouse have 
received their annual professional cleaning. Prior to our Easter service, they 
will be touched up to recover from winter wear.  

 

New Comfort Choir at First Church                                                                                        

Submitted by Jane Frogley  
 

There's a new choral group forming at First Church, whose mission will be to 
visit church members who are homebound and in local rehab facilities. All 
singers middle school and up are welcome to join. We will meet on the third 
Sunday of every month at 1 pm. Our first meeting will be October 15, and on that 
day we will meet in the choir room immediately after worship to have a quick 
rehearsal. Then we will break for lunch and meet at our first location at 1pm. 
Please consider taking part in this loving ministry! Contact Jane at 
jfrogley@att.net with any questions.  

 

Women’s Club                                                                                                                                                                  

Submitted by Beth Horlitz 

 
On Tuesday, October 10, Women's Club will present “Sing as the Spirit Moves You” 
with Mira Gnap. Singing is a way of praying. "Song prayer" can be sung anytime or 
anyplace for any reason. Participants create short verses of prose and set them to a 
melody. No musical background is required. We meet at noon in Nelson Hall. Please 
bring your sandwich. Dessert and beverages are provided. If you are not on the calling 
list and would like to join us please call Janet Graves or Heather Renaud so we have 
seats and dessert for everyone. As always, we extend a warm welcome to all.  

mailto:jfrogley@att.net


Book Buddies                                                                                                                                             

Submitted by Ginny Drapeau (860-219-9388) and Andrea Schnure (860-683-2385) 
 

Last fall, when we requested that our Adult Book Buddies give all 3 books at once in October, you 
all responded to our request and we had enough books to distribute to the Kindergarten class at 
Waverly-Simpson School in Hartford and to one class at our own First Church Early Learning 
Center for both the fall and spring delivery dates. We trust that all of our seasoned Book Buddies 
and our new Book Buddies, will repeat this great response during the last three weeks in 
October.  Please consider this article a reminder to get your three hard cover books while you are 
out and about. Please remember that we do not want 'Board Books". Our little Buddies are quite 
astute and more than once we have been told "that those kind of books are for babies." 
 

We are hoping this year to expand to more than one class at the ELC here at 
FCW. By the time you have read this article, our Adult Buddies should all have 
received an e-mail from us as a reminder to purchase your books and the dates 
that they will be collected at church. Please be sure to let us know if you would 
like to be added to the Book Buddy list. New Buddies are always welcome to 
help with this great mission of helping young children experience the joy of 
reading. Thanks to all of you for your continued generosity.  

 

Notes from Around the Parish 

 
Dear My First Church Family, 
Thank you to everyone who was involved in raising money for, and organizing, the scholarship 
given to my peers and I. First Church has given me a safe place to explore religion, and people to 
share my beliefs with since before I can remember. I am so happy I was able to share my 
graduation along with many other mile-stones with this wonderful congregation.  

Love, Gillian Klase 

Libby Parker wishes to extend her sincere thanks to First Church for the “gigantic” sunflower and 
kind note she recently received.  

 

FCW Fall Retreat at Silver Lake Conference Center October 13-15, 2017  

 
The theme of this Retreat is "Faith Booking: Telling Your Story." Faith Booking 
is the act of journaling, scrapbooking or collaging your faith journey, spiritual 
practice and religious beliefs in book form. This retreat will feature worship, yoga 
led by Allyson Gillette and an opportunity to connect with FCW friends, old and 
new. Come and explore Silver Lake in its fall splendor. The cost for this retreat is 
$50 per person. To register, email officerose@fcwucc.org  or call the office. Space 
is limited to 17 people so be sure to register as soon as possible!  

*** 

mailto:officerose@fcwucc.org


An Update from the Vision Team 

Submitted by Jeff Zirbel 
 

The Vision Team is continuing our work to discover how God is calling First 
Church into the future. Our main goal is to gather the voices and input of the 
Congregation in creating a vision for the church. The Vision Team will not make 
decisions without the help of the Congregation, but rather encourage 
congregational input with interactive exercises and dialogues.  

 
Our first All Church Event is scheduled for October 8 after church in Nelson Hall. The topic is 
"Reflecting on our History". During this session we will explore the history of First Church; the 
highlights and the struggles, as well as what was happening in the wider world. Once we have a 
picture of where the church has been, we will ask the congregation to each write a sentence to describe 
what this history says about First Church. We will study these statements and report back on the 
themes we found in the reflection on the Church's history.  

After the Reflection on the History, the next three events are: 

11/12/17 Exploring our Values: An All Church Event,                                                                                 
1/28/17 Discovering our Mission: An All Church Event                                                                           
2/25/18 Looking Into our Future: An All Church Event 

Please join us at these events to help us envision the future of First Church. 

 

Recycle Reading                                                                                                            

Submitted by Betsy Kenneson 

 
Join us on Saturday, November 4 at 9 am for our Used Book Sale Fundraiser in 
Nelson Hall. If your fall cleaning includes weeding books that you no longer read, 
First Church can help you recycle them, and you can help First Church raise funds. 
Donations can be dropped off on Saturday, October 28 from 10 am to 1 pm in 
Nelson Hall. We are gratefully accepting donations of new and used books, 
children’s books, videos, and DVD’s. Please, no old textbooks, magazines, or 
musty items!  In addition to donating old books and buying more on the day of the 
sale, we also need: 
 

 Donate grocery, shopping or tote bags for customers’ use 
 Help receive and sort donated books on Sat, October 28, any time between 9:30 and 2:30 
 Volunteer to help set up the sale during the day on Friday, November 3  
 Be a cashier: We need 2 cashiers during each shift: 9-11am, 11am-1pm or 1-3pm  
 Be a cashier at the after-service-sale on Sunday, November 5 
 Help put away unsold books after the sale on Sunday, November 5 

 
To volunteer, or for more information, please contact Betsy Kenneson at 860-688-8070 (home 
phone) or at betsy.kenneson@gmail.com. 

mailto:betsy.kenneson@gmail.com


The First Church Photography Club 

Submitted by Julie Fewster 

 
We are a small group of people who enjoy some aspect of photography and want to share and learn from 
others in a friendly, non-competitive environment. We hope you will consider joining us.  
 
We pick a theme for the coming meeting.  Some previous themes have been “Rivers,” “Light,” “Church” 
and “Zen Photography.” At the meetings each person gets a chance to share their photos. We meet in 
members’ homes (currently Don DaRos’s) usually at 7 pm depending on peoples’ schedules. This small 
group experience fosters learning, community, and friendships.  
 
Photography is a way to pay attention to our world and to see the sacred 
in the ordinary. In one sense photography helps us experience God at eye 
level. We welcome anyone with an interest in photography. For further 
information, contact Lowell Fewster (860-683-0308), Laurel Pepin, 
(860-416-0012) or Don Da Ros (860-298-8576).  
 
News from the Early Learning Center                                                                                    

Submitted by Elith Booth 

 
With the school year in full swing, October’s “Fall into Learning” theme is sure to bring lots of fun 
and excitement! The children of First Church Early Learning Center will get to use their little scientific 
minds to investigate fruits and vegetables as well as the changes that happen during this season. On our 
trip to Foster Farm, all of the students will have the opportunity to see the animals, go on a hay ride, 
navigate through the corn maze, and pick out a pumpkin to take home with them. Parents and children 
will join us for Pumpkin Night later in the month, where they will get to decorate their pumpkins using 
feathers, ribbon, and other fun materials. It is sure to be a great time for all!  
 

Time to say CHEESE! The children will have pictures of their cute little faces 
taken towards the end of October. Ted Morton Photography always does such a 
great job and we are excited to have them see the pictures of each of the children, 
siblings, and of course the infamous class pictures. The parents will be so excited 
to have these photos to share with their friends and family during the holidays. At 
the end of the month, the children will learn all about fire prevention.  

Enrollment for First Church Early Learning Center is still open for the 2017-2018 school year. We 
have openings available in our Half Day class as well as limited openings in our Full Day classes. Our 
Half Day class in particular meets from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, on two, three, or five days per week based 
on your child’s age and the schedule that works best for your family. If you or anyone you know may 
be interested in attending First Church Early Learning Center, please have them contact Elith Boothe at 
(860) 688-4597 to set up a time to come in for a visit. For more information, feel free to visit our 
website at www.fcelc.com  

*** 
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Reformation Banquet

The First Church in Windsor
Invites you to a

Sunday, October 29, after worship

Tickets for this event cost $10 per 
person or $25 per family and will be for 

sale after worship on Sunday or from 
the church office.  Please consider 
signing up to bring a side dish or 

dessert. Space is limited so be sure to 
reserve your spot now!

In Celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation



MARTIN 
LUTHER
A brief  exploration of the 
man, his l i fe,  and t imes on 
the 500th anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation.

PRIEST. REBEL. REVOLUTIONARY.

By Rose Fisher



Martin Luther was born in 1483, in Eisleben, 
Saxony, in what is now Germany. Luther’s father 
was a miner who strongly believed his son should 
better his life through education, and he was enrolled 
at the University of Eurfurt at an early age. The 
young Martin began studying law and proved proved 
so adept at public debates that he earned the 
nickname "The Philosopher." 

In 1515, Martin Luther underwent a transformative 
experience during a ferocious thunderstorm, and, 
after promising St. Anne (the patron saint of miners), 
that he would become a monk if he survived, he 
switched his studies to theology and entered an 
acetic monastery, much to his family’s dismay. 

By all accounts, Luther was an exceptional monk and became well known for his devotion and 
piety, despite being plagued by guilt and feelings of self doubt about what he perceived as his 
sinful nature. Terrified of death and certain that an angry and wrathful God would surely 
condemn him to Hell, Luther went often to confession but found no respite. Luther was 
particularly troubled by the Bible verse Romans 1:17, which said: “For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by 
faith.’Luther would later say: 

"I hated that word, 'the righteousness of God,' by which I had been taught according to the 
custom and use of all teachers ... [that] God is righteous and punishes the unrighteous 
sinner." 

The young Luther felt that he could not live by faith because he was not righteous. 

Despite this inner turmoil, Luther continued to enjoy great academic success becoming 
a professor at the University of Wittenberg. From 1513-14, whilst studying and lecturing on 
the Book of Romans, Luther experienced something of an enlightenment. In what would 
later become known as the doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone, Luther expressed his 
newfound belief that no amount of prayer or good works could make up for man’s inherent 
sinfulness. This meant that everyone, regardless of how good a life they lived, deserved to 
go to Hell. Only through God’s infinite grace and Christ’s sacrifice could humanity attain 
salvation. Of this revelation, Luther would write: 

"At last meditating day and night, by the mercy of God, I ... began to understand that the 
righteousness of God is that through which the righteous live by a gift of God, namely by 
faith… Here I felt as if I were entirely born again and had entered paradise itself through the 
gates that had been flung open." 



To Luther the church was no longer an institution defined by apostolic succession; instead it was 
the community of those who had been given faith. Salvation came not through the sacraments 
but by faith. Faith was no longer rigidly adhering to the church's teachings but trusting the 
promises of God and the merits of Christ. It would not be long before the revolution in Luther's 
heart and mind played itself out in all of Europe. 

In order to fully understand the roots of the Protestant 
Reformation, it is necessary to first understand the daily 
realities of medieval life, which Thomas Hobbes 
described as “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.’ 
All across Europe the population overwhelmingly lived 
in severe poverty, under constant threat from war, 
famine and disease. At this time, religion permeated 
every facet of life. It was central to how people 
understood themselves and the world around them. 
Religion did not exist in a separate sphere, rather faith 
and religion were a direct part of people’s lives; 
everything from the weather to the success or failure of 
the crops was a direct result of God’s bounty or 
disfavor. Medieval people believed that, at the end of 
their incredibly difficult lives, they would either go to 
Hell and endure an eternity of excruciating pain and 
torment as punishment for their sins, or to Heaven 
where they would finally be free of the many hardships 

and deprivations of their earthly lives. Even if one managed to escape Hell, the path to heaven 
usually involved a stay in Purgatory, a place between Heaven and Hell where souls were 
cleansed of sin through pain and suffering. 

Christians could shorten their dreaded stay in 
Purgatory was through indulgences, a certificate of 
forgiveness of sin which Catholic lay men and women 
could purchase from the church. At this time in Martin 
Luther’s life, Pope Leo X was greatly expanded sales 
of indulgences to fund the rebuilding of Saint Peter’s 
basilica. Under the supervision of Archbishop Albrecht 
of Brandenburg, indulgence sellers multiplied, the 
most infamous of whom was Johannes Tetzel, a 
charismatic Dominican Friar known for slick sales 
pitches and outrageous statements about the divine 
power of his particular brand of indulgences. Tetzel 
even claimed that the indulgences he sold were so 
powerful that they could absolve even the sin of rape 
against the Virgin Mary. 



Martin Luther, by now adamantly convinced of the righteousness of  the doctrine of Justification 
by Faith Alone, was preaching in Saxony only a few miles from Tetzels’ base of operations 
which was close enough to tempt Luther’s parishioners. Incensed, Luther wrote a scathing 
letter to Archbishop Albrecht, calling on him to disavow the indulgence sellers. Enclosed 
with his letter, Luther included his famous 95 theses (theological ideas) for the 
Archbishop’s consideration, arguing strongly against indulgences and criticizing Pope Leo’s 
use of the revenue for architectural pursuits.  

This letter, and the accompanying 
theses, forms the basis of the story of 
Luther nailing his disputation on the 
door of the Wittenberg Cathedral in 
protest, however, this version of story 
became popular after his death, and he 
more likely simply pinned a printed 
copy on a church door at the University 
(the medieval version of a bulletin 
board). This was common practice at the 
time for scholars seeking comment from 
their peers. Nonetheless, the image of Luther, hammer in hand, boldly displaying his radical 
work is enduring, and perhaps rather fitting, as many historians consider this moment the official 
end of the Middle Ages and the beginning of the Modern Era. 

Aided by the invention of the printing press, Martin Luther’s 
ideas spread quickly across Europe and beyond. The new 
technology facilitated mass production of books and 
pamphlets that would previously have been copied by hand 
in a laborious, expensive, and often inaccurate process. The 
press greatly expanded both the variety of written works and 
their audience, as the reduced cost in time and resources to 
produce a book increased the number and type of books 
produced and broadened their distribution. The printing 
press also radically expanded the use of vernacular 
languages (in this case German), replacing Latin, and 
making the written word accessible to many more people. 
With his ideas in print, Luther’s radical message expanded 
quickly beyond his immediate academic community. 

Martin Luther’s 95 Thesis were focused solely on the sale of 
indulgences, but came at time when many other “abuses” of 
power occurring in the Church were damaging public 
opinion and threatening the Church’s monopoly as the sole 



purveyor of the Christian faith in Western Europe. 
Practices such as Simony (the buying and selling of 
church appointments); Pluralism (a practice in which 
higher clergy held more than one church appointment, 
allowing them to collect tithes from multiple parishes), 
Absenteeism (referring to bishops failing to visit their 
diocese or attend to the needs of their flocks or the priests 
who reported to them), and Nepotism in church 
appointments caused widespread scandal and disaffection. 
Priests often went against their vows of absolute poverty, 
chastity, and obedience, indulging in excessive eating, drinking, and gambling and amassing 
collections of fine objects and expensive clothing. In more rural areas, priests often kept 
mistresses or concubines and even had children. 

To add insult to injury, priests were often improperly trained and 
poorly educated. Many had scant knowledge of Latin, the 
language of the Mass, frequently muttering their way through the 
service without understanding what they were saying. This was 
compounded by the fact that, during this time, priests said mass 
ad orientum (with their backs to their congregation). For their 
even less educated parishioners, among whom illiteracy was 
widespread, the Mass became an impenetrable ritual, the purpose 
of which they were unable to understand. 

Luther’s theses touched a nerve and met widespread public 
support, encouraging him to be more outspoken and harsher in 
his criticism of the Catholic church and the papacy. In the 
summer of 1519 Luther publicly declared that the Bible did not 

give the Pope the exclusive right to interpret scripture, a direct attack on papal authority. Later 
he would take this further, declaring that the Bible, rather than Bishops or the Pope, was the 
ultimate source of Christian teaching, eschewing any doctrine that was not based in scripture.  

Luther’s spiritual journey had forced him to reconsider the role of 
sacraments within the Catholic Church, concluding that five of the 
seven sacraments, including the act of confession, were invalid. Luther 
believed that while confession was healthy spiritual practice, it could be 
made to any Christian, not just priests who, he felt, did not have the 
authority to forgive sin. This could only be achieved by way of God’s 
grace and not be dispensed by man. In Luther’s view only the 
sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion were valid. 

Luther’s arguments did not go unanswered, in 1520, Pope Leo issued an 
ultimatum threatening Luther with excommunication. On December 10, 



1520, Luther and his followers responded by publicly burning the letter. As a result, in January 
1521, Martin Luther was officially excommunicated. In March, Luther was summoned by the 
Diet of Worms, an assembly of secular authorities in the Holy Roman Empire, where he refused 
to recant his statements, demanding he be shown a scriptural refutation of his position: 

"Unless I can be instructed and convinced with evidence from the Holy Scriptures or with 
open, clear, and distinct grounds of reasoning ... then I cannot and will not recant, because it 
is neither safe nor wise to act against conscience....Here I stand. I can do no other. God help 
me! Amen." 

The resulting Edict of Worms, banned Luther’s writings, declared him a “convicted heretic,” and 
made him an outlaw. 

Luther was taken in by Frederick of Saxony, who was 
sympathetic to Luther’s proposed reforms and felt that he was 
being unfairly persecuted. In the safety of Wartburg Castle, 
Luther, disguised as a monk, set about translating the New 
Testament from Greek into the German vernacular. Among the 
first vernacular translations Luther Bible was widely printed, 
distributed and read, contributing both to the growth of the 
Reformation Movement and the development of the modern 
German language.  

Luther encouraged his followers to read the Bible themselves 
and to use reason and logic to interpret its meaning and message. 
This practice, known as the “Priesthood of all believers” would 

have been almost impossible without a vernacular bible -  after all the notion of every man being 
his own priest was hard to live out if one was unable to understand the text on which his faith 
was built.  

Interestingly, in Ireland, which by the time of the Henrician 
Reformation (see the Reformation in England, below) in the 
mid-sixteenth century had been a British colony for nearly 
400 years, Protestantism never took hold despite the 
extensive suppression of the Catholic Church. This was due 
in large part to the fact that a copy of the Bible was never 
produced in the vernacular Gaelige (the Irish language). 

Luther’s reformation would also have a significant impact 
on music; having returned to Wittenberg in 1523. Luther 
called on poets and musicians to write songs and hymns for 
church services. Ten years later, in 1533, the Klug Songbook 
would be published which would feature pieces such as “A 
Mighty Fortress is Our God”, Luther’s favorite hymn. 



Frederick of Saxony was one of many German rulers who strongly 
supported Martin Luther and his proposed reforms. For many years they 
had been frustrated that so much of their subjects’ money went to Rome 
in the form of tithes, offerings and indulgences — money which 
they would have rather seen in their own coffers. Luther’s influence 
wasn’t limited to the elites; while primarily resulting from societal 
and economic circumstances, the Peasants Revolt of 1524-25 was 
influenced, at least in part, by Luther’s teachings, as peasants drew 
inspiration from his rebellion against the two most powerful forces in 
Christendom: the Church and the Pope, connecting this with their own 
efforts to throw off the yoke of feudalism and to strive for greater 
economic justice.  
Luther however was not a champion of the peasants - keen to keep favor with the Princes on 
whom he depended for financial and physical security, he adroitly distanced himself from the 
rebellion in his work “Against the Murdering and Thieving Hordes of Peasants” in which he 
justified the brutal means used by the Princes to stop out rebellion. 

The Reformation in England 

Despite having been bestowed with title of “fidei defensor” 
by Pope Leo X in 1521 after writing a lengthy excoriation of 
Martin Luther whom he called “a venomous serpent, a 
pernicious plague, infernal wolf, an infectious soul, a 
detestable trumpeter of pride, calumnies and schism”, just 
ten years later King Henry VII would lead his own break 
from the Catholic Church in response to the Pope’s refusal 
to grant him a divorce from his wife Queen Catherine of 
Aragon and allow him to marry Anne Boleyn. Despite his 
break with Rome, making him head of the Church in 
England, Henry remained very much a Catholic at heart and 
was extremely wary of Lutheran reforms. It would be up to 
his son King Edward and, after a brief return to Catholicism 
under his eldest daughter Queen Mary, his daughter Queen 
Elizabeth to introduce the far reaching theological reforms 
which led to the formation of what is now the Church of 
England. While the Reformation in England and throughout 
the British Isles brought many of the same benefits as 

Luther’s had in Germany, it also had devastating consequences such as the destruction of 
the abbeys and monasteries which saw overzealous reformers destroy ancient art, artifacts 
and architecture in the name of  putting a halt to idolatry. Additionally, once monasteries 
and abbeys were destroyed and their occupants’ displaced, local communities lost their 
access to the essential almsgiving and healthcare services they provided. The brutal 
suppression of Catholicism and the sectarian wars which continued for centuries, 
resulted in the deaths of countless people across Britain, and its territories and colonies. 



Peasants were not the only objects of 
Luther’s ire; like most Christians of 
the time, he was deeply anti-Semitic. 
At the beginning of his career, he 
advocated for a Christian campaign to 
peacefully convert Jews, but his views 
hardened overtime He would go on to 
write a number of virulent polemics 
directed at Jews including, a 65,000 
word treatise “On the Jews and their 
Lies” in which he advocated for their 
relentless and violent persecution: 

“Therefore be on your guard against the Jews, knowing that wherever they have 
their synagogues, nothing is found but a den of devils in which sheer self- glory, conceit, 
lies, blasphemy, and defaming of God and men are practiced most maliciously.” 

Despite his criticisms, Luther’s intention was only ever to reform the Catholic Church, not to 
break from it; when he wrote the 95 Thesis he could never have imagined that it would result in 
the second great schism of the church. As a result, some of Martin Luther’s contemporaries felt 
that this critiques of the Catholic Church, both moral and spiritual, did not go far enough and, 
particularly in his later years, Luther was drawn into a number of protracted and often 
unpleasant debates with other reformers, such as Ulrich Zwingli who clashed with Luther over 
the issue of Communion.  

Luther’s later years were spent often in both illness and furious activity: in 1531, though he was 
sick for six months and suffered from exhaustion, he preached 180 sermons, wrote 15 tracts, 
worked on his Old Testament translation, and took a number of trips). He died in 1546. 

Luther's legacy is immense and cannot be adequately summarized. Every Protestant Reformer—
like Calvin, Zwingli, Knox, and Cranmer—and every Protestant stream—Lutheran, Reformed, 
Anglican, and Anabaptist—were inspired by Luther in one way or another. On a larger canvas, 
his reform unleashed forces that ended the Middle Ages and ushered in the modern era. 
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