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September, 2017



Dear First Church Community,
I write to you in the first days after the terrible violence in
Charlottesville, VA where neo-Nazis, white supremacists, and KKK
members gathered under the auspices of a free-speech rally, but
instead it turned into a melee of racist beatings, murder, and
intimidation. Many of us are trying to wrap our minds around the
events which seemed anachronistic. We are now over 70 years after
the end of World War II and the defeat of Nazi Germany, an empire
that exterminated over six million Jews, and nearly 50 years after the gains of the Civil Rights
movement, which extended legal rights to millions of people of color. Although we knew that
some remaining hangers-on to the old beliefs may be out there, most of us were surprised to see
a widespread, organized movement of thousands converge. What was more disheartening is the
emboldening of the groups openly demanding a redressing of demands: unapologetic,
normalized, and marching under the banner of Christ. We must not let the peaceful faith of Jesus
be polluted in this way. Many would call this a political battle, of which the church should steer
clear. But the Bible teaches us that sometimes our religious beliefs call us to stand against societal
injustices, whether they wade into the murky waters of politics or not. The United Church of
Christ released a statement that asserted:
“We do this by committing to follow the ways of Jesus, who stood with the oppressed,
spoke out against political and religious powers, and courageously embodied a just world
for all as he sought to create it.”
We are reminded that churches, especially Congregational churches, were key leaders in the
American Abolitionist movement. We organized against Nazis and the murder of innocents,
marched with Dr. King, and organized a faith-based resistance to Jim Crow laws of the preCivil Rights era. We stood in solidarity with the United Church of Christ when they called us to
be a multi-racial, multi-cultural, Open and Affirming, Accessible to All, united and uniting
church. Our faith calls us to continue to work for justice and peace, and help to bring about
God’s vision of a beloved community, where all people can live together in harmony “How
good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in unity!” (Psalm 133).
FCW member Brett Steinburg said that “Maybe the gains of the Civil Rights movement was
not a race won, but a relay race to handed of to us, the next generation.” I couldn’t agree more.
And so as we walk together into this new, and perhaps surprising world, I take to heart that we
are walking the way of Jesus and God is ever with us to offer us strength and perseverance for
this race.
Shalom blessings to you all,
Pastor Nicole

September Worship Schedule
September 3
September 10
September 17
September 24

Parable of the Leaven
Scripture: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Young Moses in Egypt
Scripture: Matthew 13:33
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
The Burning Bush
Scripture: Matthew 18:1-14
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Broken Spirits
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Adrienne

News from the Faith Formation Team
Submitted by Mandy Futterleib
We would like to begin with a great big THANK YOU to everyone who helped in any way with
Messy Church – the CE Board has had a wonderful time planning for this program and is so
happy to have been able to share it with the congregation!
It’s a new Church School year at FCW! Our year begins on Homecoming
Sunday, September 10, 2017, with church school registration and
continental breakfast, family worship, and an ice cream social for the whole
congregation! We look forward to starting a very exciting year with all of
our children and families. Please join us and get your children registered!
Can’t make it before worship? Don’t worry! We will have our registration
form online this year, as well! Watch your email inboxes, our website and
Facebook for upcoming family and youth programs!
Homecoming Sunday Schedule
09:00 am Join us in Nelson Hall for breakfast and fellowship while you register your
children for the 2017-18 Church School year!
10:00 am Worship Service and Children’s Program
11:30 am We welcome the entire congregation to join us for a fun lunch and ice cream
social to kick off our exciting new year! We look forward to seeing you all for a
wonderful morning of faith and fellowship!
Please help us in planning Adult Faith Formation programs for the
coming year. What sorts of programs would be most meaningful to
you? Do you want more bible-based studies? Small group studies on
current topics? Book discussion groups? Other ideas? Perhaps you
have a strong interest in a faith topic and would be willing to facilitate a
study group. All ideas are welcome and will be considered by the
Christian Ed Board and by Pastor Nicole. You may respond to anyone on the Christian
Education Board or email Elaine Richards at richards.elaine@sbcglobal.net
Save the Date
September 3
September 10
September 17

Final Faith Quest. Learn how Frosted Flakes relates to one of your favorite
Bible stories!
Homecoming Sunday
First day of Church School Classes

Happy Birthday
A very happy birthday to all of our youth celebrating birthdays in September: Audrey
Michaud, Shaylin Cole, Charlotte Michaud, and Riley Cole!

News from Youth Ministries
Submitted by Pastor Adrienne
I am so excited about what is happening with the youth and children at First
Church in Windsor! One project that I’m really excited about is the
transformation that is happening in the Old Library/Purple Room. Many
people have come forward to donate items needed and to work to organize the
space.
Please stop by the room to see how the project is going! This space will be used for Middle School
Sunday School, Confirmation classes, and a space for youth and children to hang out during
coffee hour and other meetings.
Thank you so much to all of you who have donated items for this space! We still are in need of
a few items to finish the project. If you have or would be willing to purchase any of the
following items for our Youth Room, please contact Pastor Adrienne.
Wii remotes (3)
Wii games
DVDs of movies for children and youth
Beanbag chairs (4)
Upcoming Programs
Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-30)
On August 26 we had a Young Adult meeting at the home of Laurel Pepin. We are exploring
the possibilities for ministry to people in this age group. If you are between the ages of 18-30
and would like to be involved, please let us know!
Youth Band
We are starting a new Youth Band for middle and high school students! Our first “Jam Session”
will be Sunday, September 3 from 11:30-12:15 in the Conference Room. If you sing or play an
instrument, please join us for an informal time of fellowship and music.
Our first goal is to perform a song for Windsor Home Companion on
Saturday, September 30. Rehearsal times and dates for this will be:
Sunday, September 3 11:30-12:15 – Jam Session (Conference Room)
Sunday, September 17 11:30-12:15 – Rehearsal (Conference Room)
Sunday, September 24 11:30-12:15 – Rehearsal (Conference Room)

Seeking Volunteers for Travelling Ministries 2017-2018 Calendar!
Submitted by April Michaud
Our spirited congregation has so many varied ways for members to share their
gifts of time and talents. Just as the ways we express our individual spirituality
is diverse, so is the opportunity to serve the wider community through FCW
Travelling Ministry. FCW Travelling Ministry brings lay leaders of all
experience levels to locations in our community to share a service - by singing
hymns, reciting poetry, reading scripture, sharing stories, or other methods of
bringing the joy of God’s love to those who wish to share with us. The calendar for our 20172018 program is set and in need of volunteers who are willing to help with lay-lead worship
services from September, 2017 through May, 2018. For each date, we are seeking a worship
lead and music lead (to play piano or organ, to sing, or to assist with recorded music). If you
would like to share your gifts with others, or would like additional information about FCW
Travelling Ministry, please contact April Michaud at aprilmichaudct@comcast.net/860-2980193 to be added to the list of volunteers so that you can choose the date (or dates!) that work
best for you. This ministry not only provides the opportunity to connect with others, but also the
chance for leaders to fulfill themselves on a deeper level. We hope you will find a date below
that works for your schedule!
Delamere Woods
(3rd Thursday
monthly, 1:00 PM)

Stonebrook Village
(3rd Tuesday
monthly, 1:00 PM)

Windsor Rehab
(1st Tuesdays
monthly, 2:00 PM)

Kimberly Hall
(2nd Thursdays
monthly, 2:00 PM)

September 21, 2017
October 19, 2017
November 16, 2017
December 21, 2017
January 18, 2018
February 15, 2018
March 15, 2018
April 19, 2018
May 17, 2018

September 19, 2017
October 17, 2017
November 21, 2017
December 19, 2017
January 16, 2018
February 20, 2018
March 20, 2018
April 17, 2018
May 15, 2018

September 5, 2017
November 7, 2017
January 2, 2018
March 6, 2018
May 1, 2018

October 12, 2017
December 14, 2017
February 8, 2018
April 12, 2018

Save the Date!
Parish Caring Sunday will be
Celebrated on October 15th!

Neighbors in Need
Taken from ucc.org
The Neighbors in need offering, which will be taken on October 1, supports the
UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion throughout the US. Monies raised will be
used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries and Council for American Indian
Ministries to fund an array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts,
and direct service projects. The theme of this year’s offering is “Protect the Sacred: In a Just
World, Water is Life.” Look out for more information in the weekly email and Sunday bulletin.

Parish Caring News
Submitted by Cindy Taplin
The 2017/18 shelter meal season is fast approaching. Once again we will be
providing dinner for 75 men at Immacare Shelter in Hartford. Our scheduled
dates are 11/19/2017, 1/21/2018, 2/25/2018 and 3/25/2018. We need
volunteers to help with food preparation, service and clean up. Donations of
milk, juice, soft fruit and baked goods will also be gratefully accepted.
Do you like to make soup, provide an occasional meal or baked good for a
church member or friend in need? Can you provide an occasional ride here in
Windsor or to surrounding towns? If you answered yes – Meals and
Transportation (part of Parish Caring Ministries) needs you! The commitment
can be as little or as much as you like. We help to provide soup and/or meals
and rides for members of our congregation and friends of First Church.
Please contact Cindy Taplin at 860-683-4288/ peabean_2@comcast.net if you would like to
learn more about either of these outreach missions or would like to join our group!
News from Outreach
Submitted by Marilyn Boehm
Engaging with the Windsor Social Services Dept. gave us the opportunity to
help a few people in the community by paying for a few nights lodging at a
motel for a Mom and baby while more permanent housing was located, and
referring a friend to the Social Service Dept.
Church members donated 30 backpacks and supplies and some gift cards to purchase
more supplies. These backpacks are going to our Social Worker at Covenant to Care,
to Windsor Social Services clients, to our new refugee family and Kevin Levine,
DCF social worker.
The Windsor Refugee Resettlement Committee is excited to be welcoming a family
of 6, coming to us from Bagdad, arriving August 15. The family is able to come in
due to their special visas and will settle in a West Hartford apartment to be near
another family member.
Did you see the article in the Hartford Courant re: Adventures in the City Freedom
School? We donate $500 to this effort and visited the program last summer at Milner
School on Vine St in Hartford.
On September 11 we will help host a dinner for Pastor Lee and Mrs. Kwon of
South Korea. Join us to welcome them here for a visit with the Huberts.

Living from the Heart
Submitted by Davida Crabtree
As we have begun to prepare the brochure that will help us all think about how
much our church means to us and why we give, we have been deeply moved by
the testimonies a number of people have offered to the value of our life together
in First Church. Our theme this fall is “Giving from the Heart”, yet it occurs to
me that it could just as well be “living from the heart.” Faith is not so much an
intellectual matter as it is a heart matter. It is about learning to trust God in all things, to live as
fully as possible as God’s people and Christ’s ministers, and to imagine a new kind of world and
then work for it. It does, of course, involve the intellect as we think about scripture, theology and
what we believe. Our giving and our living are both wrapped up in all of those. It is as they
connect to each other, the living and the giving, that an energy is released in us. We begin to
realize the impact we are having not just in our church and in our community but across the nation
and around the world.
It really does matter what we believe, and how we live and how much we give. The Christian
life is not for the fainthearted but for those who want to grow in courage, in generosity, and in
the stewardship of life itself. And what a great place to engage in that journey at First Church in
Windsor!
Once again this year, some of you will have the special opportunity to be visited as we weave
us together as one community. In late September you will learn more about this and then in
early October you too will get to see this wonderful brochure!
Notes from Around the Parish
Dear First Church,
Every time I turn around, I am astounded at another act of kindness from you, my family. The
help I have received is immeasurable. Today, I received a card signed by many of you in the
congregation. It moved me! This journey has been a difficult one. But with the outpouring of your
love toward our family, it makes it more doable. One of the things I say during this journey is:
God doesn't make mistakes. And it was no mistake when I chose First Church as my church home.
I love each of you, I am thankful for your many acts of joyous charity, and for your prayers. I
look forward to coming home to you, healthier and stronger, with God's will.
Love, Claudia Jones
Dear First Church,
Thank you all for your prayers, flowers and meals as well. First Church is like
my family, so caring and loving. God bless to everyone. Please take care and
enjoy the summer!
Love, Karen Drost

Notes from the Choir Loft
Submitted by Jane Frogley
Though it hardly seems possible, the summer is winding down and fall activities are ramping
back up! As you plan ahead, have you ever considered singing in the choir? We rehearse on
Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 9:00, and then we meet at 9:30 on Sunday mornings to prepare
for the 10:00 service. This is such a rewarding ministry, sharing the gift of music with our
church family. Anyone high school age and up is welcome to join us! Contact Jane at
jfrogley@att.net with any questions.
Youth Band
Submitted by Pastor Adrienne
We are starting a new Youth Band, and are looking for talented young people to be a part of it. If
you are in middle or high school, and you sing or play an instrument, WE NEED
YOU! Contact Pastor Adrienne at (480) 307-2115 or at pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org.

The Windsor Home Companion
Saturday, September 30
6:30pm in Nelson Hall
Music I Skits I Jokes I Fellowship

Think you might like to take part?
Contact Jane at jfrogley@att.net

First Church Tag Sale
Subm itted by Davida Crabtree
The First Church Tag Sale will be held on September 23 from 9 am to 2 pm in the Parish House.
Everything from collectibles (Elvis! Star Trek!) and antiques to household goods, sports
equipment and holiday items has already begun to appear. This kind of event is most successful
when we all pitch in – to serve as pricers, sorters, set up and take down,
cashiers, greeters, donors, buyers and promoters. We always need
people on September 21 and 22 to work together on set up and to use
their cars and trucks to pick up items from those who can’t deliver.
We also need a team to focus on the cleanup afterwards (principally
Saturday after 2 pm and Sunday after 12 noon.) Want to Volunteer?
Contact Davida Crabtree at 860-306-7524/ dfcdth@gmail.com or
Mary Phelan at 860-202-3698.
There are some items we will not be able to take: clothing, knives, weapons, televisions, large
furniture, stuffed animals and pillows. And we ask you to hold your books for the terrific book
sale we offer every November.
This is a great opportunity for you to donate to the church, recycle your good items, and give
someone else joy. So clean out those cabinets, closets, drawers, attics, basements and garages.
Your excess will meet someone else’s need!
Recycle Reading
Subm itted by Betsy Kenneson
The “Recycle Reading” used book sale fundraiser will be held on Saturday, November 4 from 9
am to 3 pm in Nelson Hall. We are looking for donations of books, DVD’s, videos, CD’s and
Jigsaw puzzles, as well as grocery and tote bags for customers to use! Please drop off your
donations in Nelson Hall on Saturday October 28 from 10 am to 1 pm.
If you need to arrange to bring your donations at another time, or if you need someone to pick
up your donations, please call the church office, 860-688-7229. At this time we will be unable
to accept donations of magazines or old textbooks. We will be unable to return donations. Any
unsold items will be disposed of.
Volunteers are needed to make this a successful fundraiser for
First Church: helpers to set up and clean up, book sorters, drivers
to pick up donations, and cashiers. For more information or to
offer your help, please contact Betsy Kenneson at
betsy.kenneson@gmail.com, at 860-688- 8070 (home) or at 860930-2587 (cell).

First Church is in Transition!
Subm itted by Kate McLean
This should not be news to anyone, for we have been “in transition”
since a band of the Faithful journeyed to the “new world” aboard the
“Mary and John”, finally ending up on the banks of the Farmington
River. The pastoral village by the river has become a diverse,
welcoming community to people from many lands, bringing with them
their cultures, skills, abilities and dreams. And our dream is that we may
continue to represent such a community as we gather as First Church.
It is true that First Church has had its own transitions. Pastors and buildings
have come and gone. The membership has increased and decreased. Job
descriptions and staff positions have changed over time to meet the
changing needs of the congregation. Take a moment to remember and
reflect, that in the past few years we have bid farewell to our senior, interim
and associate pastors, our organist and choir director, our office
administrator and our Sunday School coordinator. And we have welcomed
Pastors Nicole and Adrianne, Jane Frogley and Rose Fisher. Russell House
is no longer a parsonage, but Pierson House is!
What should not be news to anyone is that transition is not always easy;
it takes time to adjust to changes. We can feel sad, disappointed,
frustrated and even angry at some changes. But we can also feel curious,
courageous, hopeful and even excited at what the future will look like. It
has been said that if one does not change, one dies. We must not let
ourselves be stuck in the past, carrying hurts and disappointments, but
rather shake the sand from our sandals and move on in faith with the
assurance that nothing will ever separate us from God’s love and care.
The formation of a Transition Team was recommended by Pastor Rick
when he announced his retirement, with a mission to encourage smooth
transitions and understandings in the life of First Church. No one can
guarantee that all “rough places” will be made smooth: this can be
accomplished as we work with and through each other, relying on God’s
grace to see all of us to a place of peace.
The Team is Deb Berry, Doug Kelly, Betsy Kenneson, Kate McLean, and Mike Novak.

Parsonage Neighbors
Subm itted by Davida Crabtree
Now that we have a parsonage again, the Cabinet asked me to write this
article about appropriate neighbor relationships. I lived in a parsonage for
ten years when I served a church not far from here. I have a lot of stories
that seem funny now but were not then, like the time I came home one
afternoon and found the organist sitting in my living room waiting for me
(having used her key!) It will be tempting to think to ourselves, “Well, I
just have a quick question.” Or, “oh dear, I need to get into the parish house but I don’t have the
code or a key…” Or, “I need to check on that nonfunctioning outlet – I’ll just stop by.” So this
is a reminder that Pastor Adrienne and her family live there and deserve privacy and courtesy.
Just call and make an appointment. Do not presume. You probably never went over to Pierson
House when it was a school annex. So you don’t need to now. Having said that, we are all
discovering that Pastor Adrienne is naturally a social person, much as Pastor Nicole is. She may
well invite you to stop by. If she does, please do her the courtesy of setting a time to “stop by”.
It’s only fair to her and her family!
News from the Prudential Board
Subm itted by Al Boehm & Barry Budlong
In addition to the regular upkeep of the church campus, the Prudential Board has been busy
with a few projects:
Pierson House
After the Windsor School Board vacated Pierson House in mid-June much had to be done to
upgrade the 1st floor as a residence for our incoming Acting Associate Minister, Pastor Adrienne
who, along with her family, took up residence on July 7.
 Mangano Construction was hired to perform all the work needed to make the 1 st floor a
residence
 Several church members helped in doing the sundry tasks required to make it a welcoming
place and Ken Baranoski did a yeoman’s job of clearing out several years of accumulation
in the basement. Ken was given the golden hammer award in recognition of all his hard
work!
Russell House
Work continues to be done with the intent of leasing the 1st floor
 Several church members contributed the needed funds to allow
for the abatement of lead paint and repair of the 1st floor
windows
 A new roof and gutters were installed and water damage to the
Keeping Room ceiling was repaired.

FCW Women’s Club 2017-2018 Program Schedule
September 12, 2017
ANTIQUES APPRAISAL with Ray Lasky of Lasky-Griswold Antiques
Each member may bring up to three items.
Hostesses: Judith Merrick & Patricia Marks
October 10, 2017
SING AS THE SPIRIT MOVES YOU with Mira Gnap
Singing is a way of praying. "Song prayer" can be sung anytime or any place for any reason.
Participants create short verses of prose and set them to a melody. No musical background required.
Hostesses: Janet Graves, Heather Renaud, & Mary Dempsey-Ward
November 14, 2017
COLONIAL DANCING with Helen Davenport-Senuta’s group.
They will demonstrate, share background information and even teach the members a simple dance!
Hostesses: Sally O’Brien, Corolyn Hudson, & Jan Stevens
December 12, 2017
THE MISSING MEETINGHOUSE OF 1757 with speaker Al Boehm
Hostesses: Ginny Lougee & Polly Ellis
January 9, 2018
PLAY GAMES! Share a favorite board game, card game or surprise us!
Hostess: Priscilla Ford
February 13, 2018
BLOOMFIELD MUSIC MAKERS
Janet Graves & Marnie Clark sing with this group of spritely senior songsters directed
by Charity Clark.
Hostess: Joan Scroggs
March 13, 2018
COLONIAL ERA MEDICAL PRACTICES with speaker Dr. Bill Harris
Hostesses: Andrea Schnure, Sue Kierstead, & Janet Focarelli
April 10, 2018
"MAKE AND TAKE" a springtime floral arrangement.
Janet Graves and Colleen Olson will guide members in creating a cheerful arrangement.
Hostesses: Carmen Delgado & Susan Gardner
May 8, 2018
LUNCHEON at FCW or a nearby restaurant
Hostesses: Helen Davenport-Senuta & Cindy Wahl

Visioning Team Update
Subm itted by Jeff Zirbel and Cassandra Copeland
(Other members: Al Relyea, Lisa Dube, Betsy Kenneson, and Pastor Nicole)

The Visioning team had the first meeting with our "coach" Rev. Paul Nickerson on August 1st.
During the meeting he explained how the visioning process will be most successful and some
traps to avoid.
The role of the Visioning team is not to go off into our own meetings
and hammer out the Vision in a weekend. As sincere and wellmeaning as it may be, it would fail. The Vision must come from
prayer, research and conversation with the entire congregation and our
community to discover how God is calling First Church into the future.
It is not a poll of our needs and wants or a just a strategic plan, but is
a statement centered on the congregation and how we fit in the
community we are called to serve. The main goal of the Vision Team
is to gather the voices and input of the Congregation in creating a
vision for the church. The Vision Team will not make decisions
without the help of the Congregation, but rather encourage
congregational input with interactive exercises and dialogues.
To start getting more of us engaged in the Vision process, we have asked the committees to
reflect on passages of scripture in their monthly meetings and discuss how they show God
giving Vision. We are also researching statistical information about the Windsor area to help us
better understand the community, how it is changing, and what those changes may mean to First
Church.
Starting in October, we will begin “All Congregation Events” that take place over 4 months,
with taking December off for Advent. The estimated timeline for these events are as follows:
10/8/2017 Reflecting on our History: An All Church Event
11/12/2017 Exploring our Values: An All Church Event
1/28/2018 Discovering our Mission: An All Church Event
2/25/2018 Looking Into our Future: An All Church Event
The purpose of these events allows the Vision Team to have a meaningful and more holistic
understanding of what the Congregation values. By the end of these activities the Vision Team
and the Congregation will have a better understanding of what the church values and how our
mission statement can better support our values. More information will be sent in September, and
we will start our discussions with the whole church in October.

Pack & Troop 203 Summer News
Submitted by Susan Tait Porcaro
Our scouts were busy this summer! Our cub scouts had a wonderful
week at JN Webster Scout Camp in Ashford, CT, where they enjoyed
the waterfront activities, learning basic scouting skills and many other
fun summer camp activities. During the first week of July, our boy
scouts went to Camp Mattatuck in Plymouth, CT. Many Scouts
completed requirements for their next rank along with merit badges.
They earned their Tote-N-Chip (proper use of knife, hatchet and saw)
and Fireman Chit (steps to prepare, start and maintain a good fire). The
boys went swimming and boating every day, enjoying archery and
shooting sports. Midweek all the scouts’ families came to camp for a
wonderful picnic dinner and enjoyed a campfire with the whole camp
performing songs and skits. In August, several of our boy scouts and leaders canoed the
Connecticut River for 3 days, starting in Vermont, camping at sites along the river.
Two of our boy scouts, Zach Files and Jack Porcaro, served on staff for a week at NYLT –
National Youth Leadership Training, at JN Webster, having been participants in this intensive
leadership course last summer. The leaders are looking forward to a parent/leader night at
Union Street Tavern on August 23 to meet incoming scout parents. Our new Cub Master,
Bubba Kelly, has taken over from Hyatt Hollman. We thank Hyatt for all his hard work and are
looking forward to a new school year and new scouts.
On a sad note: We were heartbroken this summer by the unexpected passing of a dear member
of our Scouting family. Lisa Morris Hazzard, long time Scout Leader, parent, and wife of our
Scoutmaster, Robert Hazzard, passed away from cancer on June 30th. Her vibrant spirit and
dedication to Scouting will live on in our hearts.

First Church in Windsor Fall Retreat at Silver Lake Conference Center
October 13-15, 2017
The theme of this Retreat is “Faith Booking: Telling Your Story.” Faith Booking is the act of
journaling, scrapbooking or collaging your faith journey, spiritual practice and religious beliefs
in book form. This retreat will feature worship, yoga led by Allyson Gillette and an opportunity
to connect with FCW friends, old and new. Come and explore Silver Lake in its fall splendor.
The cost for this retreat is $50 per person. Space is limited to 17 people so be sure to register as
soon as possible!
What to bring with you
While Silver Lake does not provide a packing list, participants should bring cold weather
clothing and be prepared for rain. Silver Lake has many outdoor recreation opportunities so be
sure to bring your walking shoes!
Food
On the first night of the retreat, Friday the 13th of October, participants are responsible for
providing their own food. Breakfast, lunch and dinner will be provided on Saturday the 14th of
October and brunch will be served on Sunday the 15th. Participants also have access to a
kitchenette for the duration of their stay.
Sleeping Arrangements and Bathrooms
Our retreat will be held at the newly renovated Lodge at Silver Lake, which includes seven
single beds and ten bunk beds across three rooms. There are three gender neutral bathrooms,
one of which is wheelchair accessible.

2017 Silver Lake Retreat Registration Form
Name

First

Last

Email Address

Cell Phone Number

Dietary Restrictions

Some beds are top bunks. If you cannot climb to the top bunk please check this box.
Do you need a ride? If so, please check this box.
Can you give rides? Check this box.
If so, how may rides can you give?

Please return this form with your $50 fee to the church office by September 25th.

News from the Early Learning Center
Subm itted by Elith Booth
As we welcome back old friends and make new ones, we look
forward to a wonderful school year!! Here at First Church
Early Learning Center, this year’s curriculum theme is “Full
STEAM Ahead!” Throughout the course of the school year,
the teachers will focus on incorporating Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM) as they lesson
plan and prepare the children for kindergarten and beyond.
The children are excited about everything to come as they ask
questions, hypothesize what will happen, create structures, and so much more!
Enrollment for First Church Early Learning Center is still open for the 2017-2018 school year.
We have openings available in our Half Day class as well as limited openings in our Full Day
classes. Our Half Day class in particular meets from 9 am – 12 pm, on two, three, or five days
per week based on your child’s age and the schedule that works best for your family. If you or
anyone you know may be interested in attending First Church Early Learning Center, please
have them contact Elith Boothe at (860) 688-4597 to set up a time to come in for a visit. For
more information, feel free to visit our website at www.fcelc.org .
We would like to extend a special thank you to the families of Doris Carey and Harold Briggs for
selecting First Church Early Learning Center as the recipient of donations in their honor. Thanks
also to the donors. With these gifts we are able to help families in need by subsidizing a preschool
experience that offers a foundation for a lifetime of learning. What a meaningful way to honor
their lives!
Welcome New Members
On Sunday, August 20, First Church welcomed some new members:
Pastor Adrienne and Rev. Travis Armes and their children Ben and Madeleine
Jackie Morris and Chris Halla and their children Ryan, Brandon and Dillon who are sponsored
by Sue & Steve Porcaro; Ron Renaud, who is sponsored by Bang Williams, and Fiona Yonkman,
who is sponsored by Janet Graves
If you see any of our new members at worship, be sure to introduce yourself and give them a
warm First Church welcome!
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did a great job of stamping this month's Edge. Thank you also to Laurel Slate who
graciously acts as proofreader, and to Sally O'Brien and Beth Horlitz who are kind enough
to come and put the final touches on every issue.

