The Edge
July/August 2017

A Letter from Pastor Nicole
Dear First Church community,
Summer is a time of the lush growth of everything planted on the earth. As someone who grew
up in a small town in Maine, in a family with a blueberry farm and a Christmas tree farm, I have
always felt connected to the cycle of planting, growing, and harvesting. Living in Windsor, with
enough land and a house lot big enough to grow things, I have been working hard putting down
roots, getting to know the soil, and tending my little corner of creation.
This summer so far, I have been preaching on the parables in the Gospel of Matthew, and most
of those parables have something to do with growing and planting: the parable of the Mustard
Seed, the Parable of the Sower, even the parable of the Talents is about making money off of the
land. For me, tending the earth is not just about
growing good things to eat or pretty flowers to look
at; it is a spiritual practice. I think about the neglected
yard that I have to wage a battle to make beautiful
again; I think of the raspberry shoots I plant this year
to harvest fruit one year later; I think of the watering
and weeding of my vegetable garden so the good
plants will bear the best yield. It all takes on
metaphorical meaning for the spiritual walk. We
plant; we water; we harvest; and God gives the yield.
It is part of the spiritual cycle of life that is sometimes gritty and sweaty and sometimes beautiful
and awe-inspiring. I am grateful for my spiritual walk among you all dear ones at First Church. I
am grateful for the way we tend our little corner of Windsor, caring for the people, helping them
grow spiritually, and laying them to rest.
This summer we are blessed to be growing into a new staff team with our new Acting Associate
Pastor Rev. Adrienne Armes. God is indeed planting good news among us.
Shalom blessings to you all,

Pastor Nicole

July/August Worship Schedule
July 16
July 23
July 30

August 6
(Communion
Sunday)
August 13

August 20
August 27

Parable of the Sower
Scripture: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Parable of the Leven and Sharing from the YST
Scripture: Matthew 13:33
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Parable of the Lost Sheep and Highlights from
Messy Church
Scripture: Matthew 18:1-14
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Story of Ruth Part 1
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Story of Ruth Part 2
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Story of Ruth Part 3
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Story of Ruth Part 4
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole

From the Acting Associate Minister Search Team
Submitted by Lisa Dube (chair), Laureen Relyea, Laurel Pepin and Pastor
Nicole.
When Pastor Char announced that she would be leaving FCW to be a solo pastor in Maine, the
Board of Deacons appointed an Acting Associate Pastor Search Committee. The committee
received profiles, and interviewed candidates. The committee recommended for approval the
candidate Rev. Adrienne Armes at the May 22 special Cabinet meeting. The Cabinet
unanimously approved the candidate and accompanying covenant.
Pastor Adrienne will lead in the areas of Christian education,
youth, and intergenerational ministries, and will assist with
pastoral duties. Unlike an interim pastor, an “acting” pastor gives
us more flexibility to extend a permanent call at a later date, if that
should be the will of the congregation. The Acting Associate
Pastor has signed a covenant for one year, which is renewable.
Rev. Armes is ordained in the Disciples of Christ denomination. The UCC is in “full
communion” with the Disciples of Christ, the closest level of an ecumenical relationship. The
UCC and Disciples have committed through their partnership to seek opportunities for common
ministry, especially where work together will enhance the mission of the church.

A Letter from Pastor Adrienne
Dear First Church Community,
We are so happy to have arrived in Connecticut after a very long road
trip across the country. We arrived in Windsor on Thursday evening
and have been busy getting settled in the Pierson House. We are so
thankful for the warm welcome that we have received already from so
many of you. I am thrilled to be joining you all at First Church in
Windsor and am looking forward to getting to know you!
I have served in ministry since 2003 and have primarily worked with youth and children. I
graduated from Emmanuel Christian Seminary (formerly Emmanuel School of Religion) and
was ordained in 2007 and have full ministerial standing with the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), and will seek dual standing with the United Church of Christ through the Connecticut
Conference UCC.
Working with children and youth is something that I love, and I am
excited to work with young people here at First Church in Windsor. I
am passionate about creating a fun and welcoming place for young
people to experience God. I enjoy developing curriculum and teaching
the Bible to young people. I have had the opportunity to lead several
service trips, including to Mexico. I also play guitar and sing, and I
have experience leading adult and youth worship bands. I love to
incorporate music when I teach children and youth.
My husband Travis is also an ordained minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
and is serving as a Chaplain in the United States Navy. He will be working at the Navy base in
Groton, CT. We have two children: Madeleine will be entering 6th grade in the fall at Ben will
be entering 1st grade. We are all looking forward to being a part of this church family and
exploring New England. The Pierson House is beautiful and will be great for our family. Thank
you to all of you who worked so hard to get the house ready for us – we love it!
I would love to get a chance to know you all! Please stop by the office anytime to say hello, or I
would love to join you for coffee or lunch.
Pastor Adrienne
Email: pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org
Mobile: 480-307-2115

News from the Pastoral Relations Committee
Submitted by Betsy Kenneson
In accordance with the By-Laws of First Church, a Pastoral Relations
Committee has been formed for Pastor Nicole. Our prior Pastors have
each served with their own Pastoral Relations committees. The purpose
of these committees is to foster communication and goal setting as well
as functioning as an advisory group in support of each pastor’s
leadership. Members of the Pastoral Relations Committee are appointed
by the Board of Deacons and agreed upon by the Pastor being served. Pastor Nicole’s Pastoral
Relations Committee began meeting last spring. Members include: Scott Burghoff, Betsy
Kenneson, Jenn Zirbel and Pastor Nicole Grant Yonkman.
***
News from Deacons
Submitted by Lisa Dube
As we all spend our summer days enjoying the warmth of the sun and longer hours of day light,
we take the time to relax and have a little fun. We are already look forward to the coming fall
with Homecoming and a return of many of our vacationing parishioners.






This June, we took the time to celebrate our wonderful Youth Deacons with a cookout
and games at the O’Donnell’s House. The evening was very well attended and we had a
lovely time and were able to wish our six graduating seniors well!
We are very excited to announce that we have several new Youth Deacon’s joining us in
the fall, Julia Hoffman, Hailey Klase, Lauren Bernstein and Olivia Yonkman. Please
greet them offer a friendly word when you see them.
If you are interested in reading scripture during Sunday services, and have never been
asked by the Deacons, please reach out to Lisa Dube at lmdube@live.com, so that we can
add your name to our list of readers.

It Begins
Submitted by Al Relyea
We have been talking about strategic planning for a long time. The Cabinet is pleased to report
that that initiative is now engaging with a team assembled. Our process will take some time and
will have two major phases. The first phase is a “Visioning” process through which we will
explore who we, as a congregation, are, have been, and could be. The goal of the team is to create
a set of values, a mission statement and a vision that helps define who
we are and what we aspire to be. We’ve engaged Rev. Paul Nickerson
to assist us as a facilitator and, starting on August 1st, our team will meet
with him monthly. In between the meetings, we will work on projects
that help us gather information, analyze it, and discern what it means to
us. Most, if not all, of these projects will involve the congregation or
parts of it. The “Visioning” team consists of Carrie Burghoff, Cassie
Copeland, Betsy Kenneson, Jeff Zirbel, Pastor Nicole, and Al Relyea. This aspect of our journey
may take a year to complete or more. When it is, we’ll enter our next phase when another team
will work on crafting a strategic plan that reflects who we are and where we’re going. Throughout
this process, we’ll regularly update you although you’ll be asked to participate in many ways.
***
News from the Membership Ministry
Submitted by Sue Williams
Our purpose is to provide welcome and hospitality to:
1. Members
2. Sunday guests
3. The wider community
Members
1. Our goal is to re-vitalize members by organizing and creating social events where folks meet
to socialize around a common interest. We’ve discussed social suppers in homes and/or
sponsored by church boards. Of course, there are a couple book study groups. What groups
would you like to see? We’d love your input.
2. Create activities for kids like jams, puzzle nights, Magic Cards. We wouldn’t necessarily be
the ones to run these activities, but would hope to inspire others to help too.
3. Updated Website. More can be done when we have more money.
Sunday Guests
1. Greet new guests by chatting briefly, offering name tags and giving a small gift with a bit of
Scripture and FCW pertinent information to hang up at home to remind them of FCW.

2. Follow up on guests with a note and phone call by the Membership Ministry team and Pastor
Nicole.
3. Enter guests into a spread sheet where we are able to track subsequent visits to FCW.
Keep list to invite regular guests to join when the next opportunity arises. (3X year.)
Rose Fisher trained us to use the courant Windows system but it is very outdated and Pastor
Nicole has to manage all parts of it, which is very time-consuming.
4. We are looking into a new database entitled BREEZE which was recommended by a
consultant, Michael Piazza, who works to revitalize churches. He wrote Vital Vintage
Church, which many of us are reading. BREEZE only costs $50 a month and provides 250
free texts a year. It would help us in myriad ways with members and guests. More on this later.
Community Outreach
1. Updated Website - Getting the word out about who we are.
2. Put out Ramadan signs and Welcome Immigrant and Refugees sign.
3. Meet Your Muslim Neighbor series
4. LGBTQ worship service
5. Booth at Shad Derby
6. BREEZE (See above.)
7. Pastor Nicole honored several times
News from the Early Learning Center
Submitted by Elith Booth
This summer is off to a great start! The children have been enjoying their time creating rocket
ships, being little chefs, and pretending to be at the beach as they splash around in the sprinkler.
Mystic Aquarium’s visit in July with their Hermit Crab Hideaway program, will allow the
children to listen to and have an education interactive book and game during their in-house field
trip. Mystic plans to have sea stars and other ocean creatures for the
children to see, touch, and learn more about. Later in July, Brian of
Riverside Reptiles will bring in some mammals and amphibians we
may see in the jungle, by a pond, or even in our own backyard! It is
always exciting for the children to experience animals they may or
may not see in their environments! The children are ecstatic for all the
animals they will get to see as well as the fun activities and surprise in
store for the rest of the summer leading up to the fall.
Registration for First Church Early Learning Center is open for the 2017-2018 school year.
Contact Elith Boothe at (860) 688-4597 as soon as possible to set up a time to come in for a
visit.

News from the Christian Education Board
Submitted by Laurel Pepin
We are filled with excitement as we welcome our new associate pastor, Adrienne Armes, to our
congregation! We are thankful for gifts she brings, and we are eager to work with her to
strengthen our programs for our children, families and young adults.
One of our first missions is to develop opportunities for our high school and
college grads to be in community together. To do this we need to hear from
you! We need your ideas and your leadership. We are looking to connect with
any of our grads - please spread the word and share contact information with
us (text to Laurel Pepin 860-416-0012 or email lpepin@comcast.net).
We are planning a get together at the end of August, to share some food and fun and get to
know Adrienne!

Join us every Wednesday
in July at 5:30 for Messy Church!
Messy Church is for adults and
children to enjoy together - we will have
something for everyone!
5:30 - 5:45 Welcome and Fellowship
5:45 - 6:45 "Messy" Activities
6:45- 7:00 - Worship
7:00 - Let's Eat!
Dinner and dessert provided
Everyone is welcome - bring a friend!

Travelling Ministries Seeks Volunteers for New Programs
Submitted by April Michaud
Our spirited congregation has so many varied ways for members to share their gifts of time and
talents. Parish Caring Ministries is pleased to offer a new way for members to share their
spirituality with the wider community by means of our FCW Travelling
Ministry. Begun last fall, this ministry brings lay leaders of all experience
levels to locations in our community to share a service - by singing hymns,
reciting poetry, reading scripture, sharing stories, or other methods of
bringing the joy of God’s love to those who wish to share with us. This
ministry not only provides the opportunity to connect with others, but also
the chance for leaders to fulfill themselves on a deeper level. Just as the
ways we express our individual spirituality is unique, so is the opportunity
to serve the wider community through FCW Travelling Ministry. The
schedule is currently being developed to offer programs at four locations
from September, 2017 through May, 2018, and Parish Caring is seeking volunteers to help fill
the calendar. If you would like to share your gifts with others, or would like additional
information about FCW Travelling Ministry, please contact April Michaud
(aprilmichaudct@comcast.net or 860-298-0193) to be added to the list of volunteers so that you
can choose a date (or dates!) that work best for you.
News from Outreach
Submitted by Pricilla Ford
Outreach is sponsoring a table at the Craft Fair at L.P. Wilson on Nov 4.
Diane is assembling her famous themed gift baskets. Items such as frames,
note cards, tea, ornaments, etc. can add to the appeal ("re-gifting” an unused
new item is fine.) There is a bin in Nelson Hall for donations that are not
fragile. If you have a craft or item to share, please contact Priscilla at
860-688-4428 or Diane at 860-528-1298.
A Heartfelt Invitation
Submitted by Davida Foy Crabtree
Years ago when I was the pastor of a church, I met with the stewardship
committee one evening. They were struggling with what to do in their
campaign that year. I asked them each to take a moment to think about
why they themselves gave. When it came time for one woman to speak
she just looked at me and her face crumpled into a cross between utter joy
and overflowing tears and she said “Because it makes me feel so good that
we make such a difference in so many lives!”
That, of course, is the key: we give not only because Christ gave, not only because it is
expected, not only because we make up our minds. We give also from the heart – from that

deep place within us that wants to make a difference in others’ wellbeing, whether that is here
in Windsor, nearby in Hartford or at Silver Lake, or in Sudan, Colombia or South Korea.
So this year, your Generosity Team is adopting the theme “Giving from the Heart”. In keeping
with that, we invite you to choose one of these questions and write a short response. You can
put it in the offering plate any Sunday (please sign your name!), send it to the church office, or
email it to me at dfcdth@gmail.com. How are you moved by the ministry, worship, mission
and outreach of First Church?
How has First Church made a difference in your week?
What inspires you to give?
Why do you think First Church is important to our community?
What do you love about our church?
When have you seen our church make a difference in someone else’s life?
Describe the most beautiful thing you’ve seen at First Church.
We’ll be sharing your responses in many different ways over the months to come. Personally, I
can’t wait to read them!
Back-to-School Backpacks!
Submitted by Joanne Coghill & Joyce Ward
Please consider helping children being served by Covenant to Care DCF
social workers by donating new Backpacks & the items listed below to fill
them. The Outreach Board will be collecting backpacks and supplies (or
gift cards to purchase these items) from July 23 through August 6. We plan
to deliver these items by August 11th for distribution to students. Look for
the Donation Basket in the Narthex on Sundays in late July & August.
Items may also be left in the church Office. If you have any questions or
would like to volunteer to assist in assembling the backpacks please contact
Joanne Coghill or Joyce Ward. Thank You!
Elementary School
Age appropriate books, tissues, colorful spiral notebooks, crayons and colored
pencils, drawing pad, erasers, file folders, glue sticks, journal, markers,
notebooks, pencils, sharpener, ruler, blunted scissors, white glue, key chain toy,
tape, staples, stapler.
Middle and High School
Age appropriate books, pens, pencils, colored pencils, pencil sharpener,
ruler, white out, calculator, tape, stapler, staples, colorful spiral notebooks,
geometric compass, drawing pad, erasers, file folders, geometric stencils,
glue sticks, scissors (with rounded-ends), journal, markers, notebooks.

Recycle Reading!
Submitted by Betsy Kenneson
On Saturday, November 4 from 9 am to 3 pm, FCW will hold its 9th annual
Used Book Sale Fundraiser! Clean out your bookshelves this summer and set
aside your donations for the sale. New or used books, videos, DVD’s, CD’s
and jigsaw puzzles are welcome; no old textbooks or magazines, please.
Unsold items will be disposed of. Donations may be dropped off in Nelson
Hall on Saturday, October 28, 2017, from 10 AM until 1 PM. For more
information or to offer your help, please contact Betsy Kenneson at betsy.kenneson@gmail.com
or at 860-688-8070/ 860-930-2587 (cell).
An Exciting Visit
Submitted by Carol Hubert
Save the Date! Pastor Lee and Mrs. Kwon are coming for a visit. They will arrive
Monday 9/11 at 3 pm at Bradley International. Carol and Jack Hubert and the
Outreach Committee are hosting a welcome dinner at Church at 6 pm the day they
arrive. On Tuesday, the Huberts will drive them to New Hampshire to meet and
greet Pastors Rick, Mary Angela, Nick, and Char, all of whom are in Maine. They
will leave for California to visit their son, Alex, on Thursday morning, 9/14. Pastor Lee wants
to speak with his many First Church friends to thank them for our many years of wonderful
Korean partnership. More details and a sign-up sheet to follow.
Rightsizing? Slimming down? Remember the Tag Sale!
Submitted by Davida Foy Crabtree
A collection of 11 Elvis videotapes, about 50 Star Trek magazines, a pair of
brass merganser-headed andirons, Christmas décor and more – 30 boxes
more! That is what is now stored in a garage in preparation for our Giant Tag
Sale on September 23. And a Hitchcock chair, some lamps and gothic table
are stored in a room in Russell House, waiting for your donations if you need
to bring them sooner than September 21.
As you meander through your home this summer, we encourage you to start a box or a corner
where you can accumulate all those things you are ready to part with – another person’s
treasure. Clean out your cabinets and closets, your jewelry box, your basement and your garage.
All sales will benefit our church and its ministries. A few things we cannot handle: large
furniture; rusty hangers; old televisions; clothing; knives (for safety reasons).
And we also invite you to volunteer to help price and set up 9/21-22, and to work the sale on
9/23 from 9 am to 2pm. It would also help to know who has a truck that can be used to
transport things for donors. Contact Davida at dfcdth@gmail.com or at her number in the
church directory for more information or to volunteer.

First Church in Windsor
invites you to our

OPEN HOUSE
& SERVICE FAIR
CHURCH TOURS - VOLUNTEER SIGN UPS - FOOD - FUN

Come and get to know us,
learn about what we do and
make new friends!
Sept 17 @ 11:15 am in Nelson Hall
107 Palisado Ave, Windsor

Notes From Around the Parish
Dear friends, thank you for caring for me in so many ways during my
recent surgery and recovery. There were the delicious soups that were
delivered to us just when we needed them. (Best soups ever!) Flowers
that cheered me, the visits, phone calls, beautiful cards and notes and the
drivers who cheerfully gave of their time to take me to rehab -- all
hastened my recovery and I am forever grateful. Most of all, I knew that
your prayers were with me. You have been a blessing.

To my First Church Family, thank you all for your love at this difficult and trying time.
Crystal, Marley and I have been spinning a bit out of control after my diagnosis. This
congregation has prayed for us, knit us prayer shawls, cried with us, fed us, brightened
our day with flowers and brought us some degree of normalcy in an abnormal situation.
We love you all. Please continue to pray for us. We miss you.

Dear First Church, thank you for the generous scholarship to go
towards my college education. The money I received will go towards
books and other educational expenses. It has been an absolute pleasure
being part of this church community throughout my childhood. I will
forever cherish the friendships and memories.

Dear First Church, thank you so much for granting me the Pearl Tiffany scholarship! It
has been a pleasure to be a part if this church for so long, and I will always think of the
great people that I have met. I’ll think fondly of First Church at RIT this fall.

I've had the privilege to know members at this church for quite some time and their kindness and
open mindedness amazes me. Having a sign that shows support is great, but it is truly meaningful
when backed by action. First church members have been at the forefront of the action for many
years. So thankful to know some of these amazing community members and call them friends.
Yesterday, I was honored to participate in a discussion on Ramadan after
the Sunday worship. I got to share my experience and thoughts on
fasting and being a Muslim woman. It was wonderful to see the interest
and curiosity of everyone who stayed to learn. The culture of bridge
building that exists across town in Windsor is exceptional, hope we can
continue to break walls and build communities.

FCW Women’s Club 2017-2018 Program Schedule
September 12, 2017
ANTIQUES APPRAISAL with Ray Lasky of Lasky-Griswold Antiques
Each member may bring up to three items.
Hostesses: Judith Merrick & Patricia Marks
October 10, 2017
SING AS THE SPIRIT MOVES YOU with Mira Gnap –
Singing is a way of praying. "Song prayer" can be sung anytime or any place for any reason.
Participants create short verses of prose and set them to a melody. No musical background required.
Hostesses: Janet Graves, Heather Renaud, & Mary Dempsey-Ward
November 14, 2017
COLONIAL DANCING with Helen Davenport-Senuta’s group.
They will demonstrate, share background information and even teach the members a simple dance!
Hostesses: Sally O’Brien, Corolyn Hudson, & Jan Stevens
December 12, 2017
THE MISSING MEETINGHOUSE OF 1757 with speaker Al Boehm
Hostesses: Ginny Lougee & Polly Ellis
January 9, 2018
PLAY GAMES! Share a favorite board game, card game or surprise us!
Hostess: Priscilla Ford
February 13, 2018
BLOOMFIELD MUSIC MAKERS
Janet Graves & Marnie Clark sing with this group of spritely senior songsters directed
by Charity Clark.
Hostess: Joan Scroggs
March 13, 2018
COLONIAL ERA MEDICAL PRACTICES with speaker Dr. Bill Harris
Hostesses: Andrea Schnure, Sue Kierstead, & Janet Focarelli
April 10, 2018
"MAKE AND TAKE" a springtime floral arrangement.
Janet Graves and Colleen Olson will guide members in creating a cheerful arrangement.
Hostesses: Carmen Delgado & Susan Gardner
May 8, 2018
LUNCHEON at FCW or a nearby restaurant
Hostesses: Helen Davenport-Senuta & Cindy Wahl

Happy Birthday Silver Lake
Taken from www.ctucc.org and submitted by Pastor Nicole
Sixty years is a pretty long time to hang on to something, whether it be a home, a job, a
marriage, a friendship, or our beloved Silver Lake Conference Center. It’s not always easy, and
it takes dedication, team work, faith, and hope.
In the past 60 years, Silver Lake has offered more than 2,100 summer conferences, ministering
to approximately 67,000 campers. This would not have been possible without the countless
volunteer hours of roughly 4,200 deans, 6,700 counselors, 900 Camp Family members, and
1,800 minimally paid camp staff. Not to mention the devoted leadership, supervision, and
mentorship of 8 Camp Directors.
Thousands of lives have been impacted by Silver Lake. Some have heard the calling to go into
professional ministry, or to follow a path toward a spiritually fulfilling career choice or lifestyle.
Some have met their spouses, made everlasting friendships, held weddings or baptisms in our
beautiful outdoor ministry space. Some have learned to swim, sing, dance, play an instrument,
or try a new food. Many have undoubtedly felt God in some way or another, in ways great or
small that have had the capability to change a life.
As we approach our 60th Anniversary Celebration in August, let us not only reminisce about the
past, but envision a future. A future for Silver Lake that continues to invite, welcome, and
empower all of God’s children. A future for Silver Lake that is financially sound, environmentally
responsible, open and affirming, and demonstrates progressive Christian values. A future for
Silver Lake that will instill hope and always remind us to Love God, Love Our Neighbors, and
Love Ourselves.
Thousands of lives have been impacted by Silver Lake. Some have heard the calling to go into
professional ministry, or to follow a path toward a spiritually fulfilling career choice or lifestyle.
Some have met their spouses, made everlasting friendships, held weddings or baptisms in our
beautiful outdoor ministry space. Some have learned to swim, sing, dance, play an instrument,
or try a new food. Many have undoubtedly felt God in some way or another, in ways great or
small that have had the capability to change a life.

First Church in Windsor Fall Retreat at Silver Lake Conference Center
October 13-15, 2017
The theme of this Retreat is “Faith Booking: Telling Your Story.” Faith Booking is the act of
journaling, scrapbooking or collaging your faith journey, spiritual practice and religious beliefs
in book form. This retreat will feature worship, yoga led by Allyson Gillette and an opportunity
to connect with FCW friends, old and new. Come and explore Silver Lake in its fall splendor.
The cost for this retreat is $50 per person. Space is limited to 17 people so be sure to register as
soon as possible!
What to bring with you
While Silver Lake does not provide a packing list, participants should bring cold weather
clothing and be prepared for rain. Silver Lake has many outdoor recreation opportunities so be
sure to bring your walking shoes!
Food
On the first night of the retreat, Friday the 13th of October, participants are responsible for
providing their own food. Breakfast, lunch and dinner will be provided on Saturday the 14th of
October and brunch will be served on Sunday the 15th. Participants also have access to a
kitchenette for the duration of their stay.
Sleeping Arrangements and Bathrooms
Our retreat will be held at the newly renovated Lodge at Silver Lake, which includes seven
single beds and ten bunk beds across three rooms. There are three gender neutral bathrooms,
one of which is wheelchair accessible.

2017 Silver Lake Retreat Registration Form
Name

First

Last

Email Address

Cell Phone Number

Dietary Restrictions

Some beds are top bunks. If you cannot climb to the top bunk please check this box.
Do you need a ride? If so, please check this box.
Can you give rides? Check this box.
If so, how may rides can you give?

Please return this form with your $50 fee to the church office by September 25th.

In Historic Vote, Three Conferences Vote to Move toward Union
Taken from www.ctucc.org and submitted by Pastor Nicole
The Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island Conferences of the United Church of Christ
voted decisively on Saturday to move ahead toward forming a new combined Conference, so
that they may have a stronger voice speaking for justice and may more effectively carry out
mission and ministry together. The votes, taken at the first-ever joint annual meeting of the
three bodies, mean that Conference leaders will now develop a formal proposal for a new
Conference which will be brought before a second joint Annual Meeting a year from now in
Springfield, MA.
"I am proud of you," United Church of Christ General Minister and President the Rev. John
Dorhauer told those gathered following the votes. "Your yes today matters, and your yes today
casts a vision for the future that was not otherwise available to you. And, my covenant promise
to you is that the entire denomination will walk side-by-side with you on whatever journey
unfolds."
The votes were taken at separate, simultaneous Conference plenary sessions on the afternoon of
Saturday, June 17, at the Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford. More than 1,000 people lay and clergy from the three Conferences - gathered for the two-day
meeting, with most of their time spent together in worship, joint
plenary, hearings and shared meals. The Massachusetts and
Connecticut votes were nearly unanimous; Rhode Island delegates
approved the measure by a wide margin. "I believe that the impact of
the United Church of Christ in Southern New England was enhanced
today by the affirmative votes of our three conferences," said The
Rev. Barbara Libby, Interim Conference Minister of the Rhode
Island Conference. "Now that we know, we can move ahead to put
flesh on the bones of this imagined new conference.”
In the months, weeks and hours leading to the vote, Board members
and the three Conference ministers shared their vision for a new
organization that can make a greater impact on local churches, their communities, and the
world. "As some of our churches approach their 400th anniversary, the United Church of Christ
is doing a new thing," said Massachusetts Conference Minister and President the Rev. Dr. Jim
Antal following the meeting. "We are discovering unity without uniformity while we celebrate
diversity without division. Today we affirmed the ties that bind. In the coming year, we will
explore the power and possibility of a collective voice and vision."
The boundaries of the conferences of the United Church of Christ have not changed since the
1970s. Dorhauer told delegates earlier in the day that the entire denomination was watching
with interest to see what would happen in southern New England. If delegates in 2018 approve
the new Conference proposal, it will then be presented to General Synod, the national gathering
of the UCC, in 2019.

News from Boy Scouts
Submitted by Lee Hoffman
First Church hosts both a Cub Scout Pack and Boy Scout Troop, and the boys involved in
scouting have had a busy summer this year. The Boy Scouts of Troop 203 went camping at
Camp Mattatuck over the week of the 4th of July and will be canoeing on the upper Connecticut
River in August. The Cub Scouts of Pack 203 spent a week of camp at Cub Country at the JN
Webster Scout Reservation during July and have plans to attend a variety of local activities
throughout the summer, including day hikes, Yard Goats games and attending events on the
Town Green.
It’s not too late to get in on the fun. The scouting year generally follows
the school year, and both the Pack and the Troop are accepting new
members in the late summer and early fall. Boys who are entering
kindergarten through the 5th grade are invited to join Pack 203. There will
be a parents’ meeting/social event at the Union Street Tavern at 5 pm on
Wednesday, August 23rd, a joining picnic for all family members on
Sunday, September 10th at the Parish House at First Church, and the first
Pack meeting of the year will be held at 9 am on Saturday, September 16th
at Northwest Park, just in advance of the Northwest Park Country Fair.
For more information about Pack 203, go to www.pack203.org or contact Renay Emmanuele at
(508) 330-8290.
For boys who will be in middle school or high school this fall, Boy Scout Troop 203 has great
activities planned. Unlike the Cub Scouts, the Troop is led by the boys, which means that the
boys plan the activities that they want to participate in throughout the year. This year, Troop
203 will be participating in Connecticut’s state-wide scouting expo, making a full Thanksgiving
dinner in the woods, taking part in a winter Klondike Derby, and camping throughout the year.
The first meeting for the Troop will take place at 7 pm on Monday, September 11 th at Nelson
Hall in the Parish House. For more information on what Troop 203 has to offer, please call Rob
Hazzard at (860) 977-7637 or go to https://www.facebook.com/troop203windsor.
***

