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A Letter from Pastor Nicole
Dear First Church Community,
With June comes the beginning of a carefree, lovely summer. The pace
slows, the sun shines late into the evening, and we linger a little longer
on walks, and talks, and wonderful meals made of fresh vegetables and
fruits grown nearby. When I served a church in Dayton, OH, I learned
to appreciate local Poet Paul Lawrence Dunbar (1872-1906) who wrote
this poem “On Summer”
Oh, summer has clothed the earth
In a cloak from the loom of the sun!
And a mantle, too, of the skies’ soft blue,
And a belt where the rivers run.
And now for the kiss of the wind,
And the touch of the air’s soft hands,
With the rest from strife and the heat of life,
With the freedom of lakes and lands.
Indeed the pace at First Church slows down a bit and we enjoy “rest from strife and the heat of life” as
we spend time together with family and friends, and go to summer homes, summer camps, and on
summer vacations. The children are done with school, and they become a little more childlike—
playing longer, getting dirtier, and laughing harder. That is the hope for our children in the summer—
that they will enjoy the freedom of having fewer responsibilities and just be kids for a little longer.
They will grow up soon enough.
As the pace slows in some ways, summer is also a time to go deeper together as a community. Instead
of large church gatherings, we come together in more informal ways over dinners and iced tea, over
pool-time with the kids, or a baseball game. I plan to spend time with you, dear First Church
Community, in these more informal ways. I will be extending some invitations to you to get together,
and I hope you will do the same with me.
We will be continuing our work on the transitions of the church, when we plan to welcome a new
ACTING ASSOCIATE PASTOR to our staff. Stay tuned for more news as our leadership team gets
ready for the exciting plans for our children, youth, and family programs.
On a personal note, I am looking forward to my children Fiona and Olivia being home for the summer,
as well as visits from their school friends. My first CT garden is being planted and I can’t wait to taste
its goodness.
Shalom blessings to you all,
Pastor Nicole

June Worship Schedule
May 28, 10 am

June 4, 10 am
June 11, 10 am

June 18, 9:30 am

June 25, 9:30 am

July 2, 9:30 am
July 9, 9:30 am

July 16, 9:30 am
July 23, 9:30 am

July 30, 9:30 am

Memorial Day Weekend
“No Longer of this World”
Scripture: John 17: 1-11
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Pentecost/ Communion Sunday
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Davida Crabtree
Christian Education Sunday
Featuring college scholarship winners, Silver Lake
campers, youth deacon recognition, music scholars,
and the Spark Singers!
Scripture: Luke 22:54-62, John 21:1-17
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Father’s Day Worship
Begin Summer schedule: 9:30 worship
Faith Quest for kids 4-5th grade
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Open and Affirming Celebration Worship
Scripture: TBA
Guest Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Todd Grant
Yonkman
Hymn Sing Sunday/ Communion Sunday
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Commission Youth Service Trip
Favorite Bible Story*
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Favorite Bible Story
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Youth Service Trip Sharing
Favorite Bible Story
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Favorite Bible Story
Scripture: TBA
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole

What is your favorite Bible story or scripture?
Is there a topic you wish we would address
from the Bible? Fill out the “Favorite
Scripture” slip at worship or contact the
Pastor WePastor
Pastor
Char willas
celebrate
church office.
will try
to include
many
as we can in July and August.

Faith Formation Team
Submitted by Mandy Futterleib
June 11th is CE Sunday, and marks the end to our Church School year. We will celebrate by
letting our kids run the show during worship! It’s definitely going to be a fun Sunday – our
kids have been working hard on learning songs, prayers, and creating decorations! We hope
you will all join us! After our worship service on CE
Sunday, we will be having a potluck picnic for the
congregation to enjoy some fellowship and continue our
year-end celebration! Please bring a dish to share-the CE
Board will provide the hamburgers and hotdogs! If your
last name begins with A – M please bring your favorite
picnic side dish and if your name begins with N – Z please
bring your favorite dessert. Thank you, and we look
forward to seeing everyone for worship and lunch on June
11th!
Our Faith Quest summer program begins on the 18th of June.
We will have 12 Faith Quest Sundays this summer where all
children from Preschool through Grade 5 are invited to share
in some fun activities and lessons during worship service on
Sunday mornings. Any older children who would like to
assist are also welcome!
It has been an exciting year for Faith Formation at First Church! Thank you to all who
helped make it such a successful program – we truly appreciate all you do!
The Faith Formation Program is in need of volunteers as we head into our summer
programs and then on to the new school year in the fall! Contact Mandy Futterleib –
mandrake.futter@gmail.com or 860-944-1794.
Happy Birthday to everyone celebrating a birthday in June and July:
Lillian Fangiullo, Lily Futterleib, Paul Zirbel, Sarah Zirbel, Carys Stone, Arianna Zirbel,
Amanda Hallgren, Bennett Michaud, James Finlay, and Gavin Stone.
Important Dates:
June 11th: CE Sunday & CE Celebration Picnic
July 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th: Messy Church
Faith Quest Sundays: June 18, 25, July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, August
6, 13, 20, 27, and Sept. 3

Parish Caring Ministries
Submitted by April Michaud
On Tuesday, April 25th, the Parish Caring Ministries hosted the biennial Silver Tea. This
elegant affair is held in odd-numbered years to honor of all our members who are 80 and older.
We were able to share our first Silver Tea with Pastor Nicole, and our last with Pastor
Char. The event was full of smiles and laughter, the company was divine, and the table settings
were just lovely. Overall, the event was simply perfect – full of wonderful refreshments, tea,
music and fellowship. Guests were treated to music by Mike Novak, who entertained all with
his piano playing skills. The Silver Tea is always a fun way to spend time with friends, as
evidenced by all the joy and appreciative comments witnessed that day. A warm thank you to
all the volunteers who coordinated the event, made tea sandwiches and other baked goodies,
helped provide rides for those in need, and helped serve tea. This event would not be the
wonderful happening that it is without all the efforts of these volunteers.

Generosity
Submitted by Davida Foy Crabtree
Recently I had the privilege of watching one of our members respond spontaneously to a need of
our church. He saw instantly that the needed funds could make a real difference in our life
together. For a couple of minutes he took stock and then
offered to the group that he would contribute the money to
make it possible. We were bowled over by his generosity!
Yet even more than that, I was moved by the spirit with
which he gave, the joy that suffused his face as he made the
offer and the genuine love of our church evidenced by his
action. The next morning we were in touch with each other
and he commented about his waking up with a “feeling of
euphoria that comes from giving from the heart.” Wow!
Then a few days later I sat with an older member of our church and our
conversation turned to giving as the central defining joy of our lives.
He told me that he had always given, but that as he has grown more and
more in his faith in Jesus Christ, he has discovered the deep joy of
giving. His faith and his giving have reoriented his core values, his
relationships and his expression of meaning in his life. We shared with
each other that our giving is the first outlay we make each month. For
both of us that discipline has made it so obvious that we can easily live
on the 90% that remains and that in itself has become a spiritual lifechanger.
So as we turn toward summer and some relaxing days of vacation, I want to
encourage you to contemplate your own core values. Is your joy rooted in the
things of this world? Is your joy yet more deeply rooted in the unconditional
love of God for you and for all creation? How do you express that joy with
all that God has given? What would you love to help happen through your
giving? How does Jesus’ way evidence itself in your life and your giving?
Summer’s a great time to muse about such things and to appreciate the nature around us, the
people who surround us and First Church, to whom each of us matters. Enjoy!
PS: Generosity Team encourages you to set up your giving to and through
First Church electronically. This benefits both you and the church with a
steady stream so our ministries continue strongly throughout the year.
That’s especially important in the summer. If you haven’t done this
because you don’t know how, just call the church office at 860-688-7229
and our staff will help!

Outreach
Submitted by Marilyn Boehm
On April 28, eleven Church members went in to
Hartford to visit Hands on Hartford, a social service
agency First Church has helped support for years. It
was founded in 1969 as Center City Churches to serve
Hartford’s neediest. We were helping with the
Backpack Nutrition Program by donating enough
money to cover the 100 packs with food items and
supplies, and then packing them up. These will be
distributed to participating Hartford schools to provide weekend meals for selected students who
are at risk for not having enough to eat over the weekend.
Participating church members were: Tony D., Don D., Joyce W., Cindy J., Mike B., Dionne R.,
Priscilla F., Janet F., April V., Marilyn B., and Rev. Char C. Thank you to all.
***
Prudential Board Monthly Report
Submitted by Al Boehm
The Prudential Board has a few very visible projects ongoing:
 A very diseased tree has been removed from the front yard of Pierson House
 The interior windows of Russell House are gone and should be in the process of being
re-installed after stripping and re-caulking and re-painting. This will make the first floor
lead-free and available for use by the Church or renters.
 A section of the playground is being repaired by the Early Learning Center.
Pierson House: The Windsor Board of Education has been our tenant for the past few years. They
are moving to larger facilities in June. The Board is evaluating options for its continued use. It
has one ready-to-rent apartment on the second floor and a first floor that can be an office or
apartment. We are working with the Cabinet and Administration to find the best use.
Russell House: Roof leakage damaged some ceilings this winter.
Roofing companies are examining the 25 year-old roof for
replacement or repair.
Meetinghouse: A structural engineer has been contracted to
generate construction designs to shore-up the Bell Tower. The allcampus study in 2015 discovered weaknesses in some existing
elements.

The Summer Choir Returns!
Submitted by Jane Frogley
Start up for the Summer Choir will be delayed this year, as Jane is having
surgery on her left knee on June 23 and will be out for a couple of weeks.
So, beginning July 9, WE'RE BACK, and you are all invited to join us.
We meet in the choir room at 9:00 on Sunday and quickly learn an easy
offertory anthem. We know there's lots of you who love to sing but can't
commit to the weekly rehearsals of the regular choir, so this is your
chance! Drop in when you can—we'll be delighted to see you!
Youth Service News
Submitted by Hal Milliken
Our Youth Service Trip is having a Car Wash/Bottle Drive on Saturday June 10th at Bart's Drive
In from 9am-3pm. We will also begin selling Stock on Sundays in Nelson
Hall after the service. This year, on Saturday July 15th we will be returning
to Camden NY and working with Cluster 13 Ministries. We hope to rekindle
some old friendships and make many new ones. On our way there we will be
stopping in Herkimer NY to take a cruise tour on the Erie Canal. We are sure
our week will be full of hard work in the day and relaxing fun in the evenings.
We will return on Saturday July 22nd with many stories and memories.
Early Learning Center
Submitted
Submitted by Elith Boothe
The end of the school year is here and we can’t believe how fast it has flown by! From our visit
to Foster Farm to the Holiday-Sing-A-Long to seeing Pete the Cat, it has been an awesome year!
The children have grown a bit taller, developed new friendships, and have learned essential
information as they prepare for kindergarten. At the End of Year Celebration, the parents and
families will be in for a treat as the children sing the songs they have been working on in Music
and Movement class and prepare to head on to the next class or elementary school in the fall.
This summer is full of fun activities that are sure to keep our full day children busy! Mystic
Aquarium will visit in July with their Hermit Crab Hideaway program for the children to learn
about various animals that live in the ocean. They will have the opportunity to touch harmless
animals to experience some of what the sea has to offer. Our friend Brian of Riverside Reptiles
will bring in some creepy crawlers for the children to see and understand more about. Later in the
summer, we will have our annual trip to Forest Park to meet some of the animals that we do not
get to see in our backyards. We will definitely enjoy our animal-tastic summer!
Registration for First Church Early Learning Center is open for the 2017-2018 school year. If
you or anyone you know may be interested in attending First Church Early Learning Center,
please have them contact Elith Boothe at (860) 688-4597 as soon as possible to set up a time to
come in for a visit.

From the Deacons’ Bench
Submitted by Lisa Dube
Spring has finally sprung! Before we know it, summer will be upon us. There are so many
wonderful things in the life of our church to be excited for. We just wanted to let everyone
know a few things the Deacons have been working on.
For those congregants that have difficulty hearing all or parts of the services, we have assisted
listening devices available. They are discreet, smaller than an average cell phone, and very
effective. They have attachments that can be used either with or without a hearing aid. Please
ask a Deacon and we will gladly provide you with a device to use.
As we close out the school year, we will be celebrating the
contributions of the Youth Deacons, Emily Bernstein, Mercedes
Gapko, Gillian Klase, Andrew O'Reilly, Timothy O'Reilly, Joseph
Petro, Cameron Vines, Aran Gillette, Katie Corbett, Jack Porcaro and
Shelby Finlay. These young adults arrive early to Sunday services,
always with a warm smile to greet our parishioners and guests. We
are grateful for all of their hard work throughout the year. This year,
five of our Youth Deacons will be graduating from high school. They leave behind big shoes to
fill. We wish them all the best and know that we will see great things from them in their future.
Congratulations Graduates!
Thank you to all who submitted the following names.
First Church wishes to congratulate all of our recent graduates! Well done everyone!
College:
Brendan Cheney

Science w/ a Culinary Arts major

Cassie Copeland

Human Rights, Political Science,
Women's Studies, and Gender &
Sexuality Studies
Biology
Fine Art
Communication
Accounting

Katie Diehl
Marissa Dembkoski
Liam O'Donnell
Quinby Pepin

Johnson & Wales
University
UConn

CCSU
Lesley University
UConn
ECSU

High School:
Emily Bernstein, Mercedes Gapko, Gillian Klase, Joseph Petro, Andrew O’Reilly, Timothy
O’Reilly
We also congratulate Valerie Diehl (US Air Force) and Ian Porcaro (US Marines) on
completing Basic Training.

FCW Women’s Club 2017-2018 Program Schedule
September 12, 2017
ANTIQUES APPRAISAL with Ray Lasky of Lasky-Griswold Antiques
Each member may bring up to three items.
Hostesses: Judith Merrick & Patricia Marks
October 10, 2017
SING AS THE SPIRIT MOVES YOU with Mira Gnap –
Singing is a way of praying. "Song prayer" can be sung anytime or any place for any reason.
Participants create short verses of prose and set them to a melody. No musical background required.
Hostesses: Janet Graves, Heather Renaud, & Mary Dempsey-Ward
November 14, 2017
COLONIAL DANCING with Helen Davenport-Senuta’s group.
They will demonstrate, share background information and even teach the members a simple dance!
Hostesses: Sally O’Brien, Corolyn Hudson, & Jan Stevens
December 12, 2017
THE MISSING MEETINGHOUSE OF 1757 with speaker Al Boehm
Hostesses: Ginny Lougee & Polly Ellis
January 9, 2018
PLAY GAMES! Share a favorite board game, card game or surprise us!
Hostess: Priscilla Ford
February 13, 2018
BLOOMFIELD MUSIC MAKERS
Janet Graves & Marnie Clark sing with this group of spritely senior songsters directed
by Charity Clark.
Hostess: Joan Scroggs
March 13, 2018
COLONIAL ERA MEDICAL PRACTICES with speaker Dr. Bill Harris
Hostesses: Andrea Schnure, Sue Kierstead, & Janet Focarelli
April 10, 2018
"MAKE AND TAKE" a springtime floral arrangement.
Janet Graves and Colleen Olson will guide members in creating a cheerful arrangement.
Hostesses: Carmen Delgado & Susan Gardner
May 8, 2018
LUNCHEON at FCW or a nearby restaurant
Hostesses: Helen Davenport-Senuta & Cindy Wahl

Why is First Church Open and Affirming?
Submitted by Pastor Nicole
“Accept one another, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.”
(Romans 15:7)
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.”
(Galatians 3:28)
“For Christ, having received, not one or two of us, but all together, has thus connected us, so
that we ought to cherish one another.”
(John Calvin)
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people of faith often experience emotional and
spiritual injury in churches that condemn their capacity to love and seek love. Because they’ve
learned that “All Are Welcome” usually doesn’t apply to
them, they can’t assume that any church will be safe for
them and their families. A public welcome by an Open and
Affirming (ONA) church sends a clear message to LGBT
seekers that they have a home in the United Church of
Christ. A congregation’s affirmation and support through an
ONA covenant can be a life-changing and life-saving
experience—especially for LGBT youth. A public welcome
to LGBT seekers helps churches grow. When new ONA
churches attract new members, many of them are young
straight couples starting new families: they identify with the values ONA represents, and want
their children to learn the faith in a welcoming church.
By adopting an ONA covenant, First Church in Windsor is taking seriously St. Paul’s
admonition to “accept one another, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to
God.” (Romans 15:7, NIV) Open and Affirming Sunday is June 25th!

Evening Book Club
On June 14, the Evening Book Club will meet at 7:15 pm
in the Conference Room. All who are interested are
encouraged and invited to attend for lively discussions and
great fellowship! The book selection for June 14 is
Marriage of Opposites by Alice Hoffman. Book selections
for summer and fall will be considered...please join in and
bring along your book suggestions!

Love your Muslim Neighbor
Submitted by Bang Williams
The Love Your Muslim Neighbor (LYMN) planning group wishes you to know that, while a lot
has been happening over the past year, much more is still to come. You are aware of the three
part series in the Fall that introduced us to Islam 101 that drew over 90 people from FCW and
throughout Windsor to its final program, the two dialogue sermons Pastor Nicole did with
Imams Sami Aziz and Imam Asif Hirani in the Fall and Spring, the opening up of relationship
with an open house at the Windsor Mosque, largest in the State of CT, and connection with the
Medina Academy down the road from us, Pastor Nicole’s participation in the Town of
Windsor’s declaration as a ‘Welcoming Community’, the recognition of her advocacy for
interfaith dialogue with the Bridge Builders Award and her participation in the annual fundraising dinner of the Muslim Coalition of Connecticut.
We are planning now to have a second hour discussion of the
history, customs, practices and theology of Ramadan on the 1 st
Sunday in June, a Muslim-Christian joint bible study of Moses in
the Fall, a youth interaction with Medina Academy, and joint
Thanksgiving meal celebration among other activities. All this in
addition to FCW’s involvement in the project to help resettle a
refugee family.
It is a very exciting time! We welcome the participation in our
group of anyone who wishes to better understand, connect and love
our Muslim neighbor.
Betsy Kennison
Elaine Richards
Jan Stevens
Bang Williams
Pastor Nicole

What is Ramadan?
June 4 – 11:30 am – Morrell Room
What is Ramadan? Questions and answers from Maryam
Khan. Ms. Khan is a member from the Islamic Center of
CT (local mosque in Windsor), and chair of the Windsor
Refugee Resettlement Team.

Notes from Around the Parish
I wish to extend a heartfelt and very big “thank you” to everyone at First Church for the wonderful
Service of Release and farewell reception hosted on May 7. It was a wonderful morning for all of
us to thank God, reflect on our many years of ministry together and to laugh, sing and share our
best wishes for one another. The musical gifts, the black robe (which I have needed for a while!),
the cash gift and many individual gifts for Jim, Katie and I were all so thoughtful and generous,
as were your outpourings of memories, support and care. A very special thank you to all those
who served on the Reception Committee, led by Mike Novak; the Guitar Guys, who played at
the reception; George Petro, who took pictures; and Pastor Nicole and all of the FCW staff who
were supportive and attentive to all the details, as always. As Jim, Katie and I prepare to move to
Maine, we are confident that we go, wrapped in your prayers and blessings. May the First Church
family know that you all remain in our thoughts and prayers, too! - Pastor Char
Barry and I have been enjoying the lovely flowers and delicious meals and
soups sent to us by Parish Caring as I nursed my new right hip. I have
appreciated the many cards and notes that were real day brighteners! We feel
so fortunate to belong to a church community that truly cares. Thank you for
that privilege. - Ruth Budlong
Pastor Nicole and Rose wish to extend their sincere thanks to the Women’s Club
for inviting them to their special end of year luncheon on Tuesday, May 9th. Lunch
was delicious and it was a pleasure to sit and visit with you all over tea, coffee and
cookies.
We have a new email address. It is vanandlucille@gmail.com - Lucille and Van Parker.

