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A Letter from Pastor Nicole
Dear First Church Community,
Beautiful May and the hope and promise of spring is upon us! One of my
favorite hymns evokes the wonder of spring:
In the bulb, there is a flower, in a seed an apple tree;
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow in winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. (By Natalie Sleeth)
Bulbs, cocoons, the earth hidden under snow—all point to a big reveal that something new and surprising is
waiting for us. And surely the passage of time brings changes, but some change is not as welcome as
others. We wish we could choose the goodies, and leave alone the unpleasant things. And many times it is
bitter sweet. When my older daughter Fiona went away to college, I could not have been more proud and
happy for her; but it was also sad to be without a daughter at home.
At First Church, it seems like we have been in a time of transition for a long time. First Rev. Rick Huleatt
announced his retirement, then a long search process to call me as your new pastor, then another time of
adjustment, and now our beloved associate Pastor Char is moving on to her own church. While we are so
happy for Char and proud of what she has accomplished, there is also a feeling of sadness and loss. And
transition often feels this way. There is always a loss before we gain something new.
I want to encourage you that this time of transition is a spiritual process that we travel together as a church
community. A healthy, resilient church is able to live in the “in-between” moments with hope and vision
for the future. We know that however much changes, the core of who we are does not change. We are still
a Christ-centered community that reaches out to serve in the model of Jesus. We are a resurrection people
who will continually find new life no matter what. Our church is strong and adaptable and we will find our
way to the next thing unfolding among us.
And so we move into May, another time of transition, to a new future, unfolding like the flower from the
bulb.
Shalom blessings to you all,

Pastor Nicole

May Worship Schedule
April 30 (Confirmation/New Member Life in Jesus’ Name
Sunday)
Worship Leader: Pastor Char
10:00 AM
Worship
Scripture: John 21:15-19
May 7 (Farewell Worship/Pastor
Char’s Last Sunday)
10:00 AM

Living on and Loving All
Worship Leader: Pastor Char
Scripture: Luke 24: 13-35

May 14 (Mother’s Day Worship
featuring the Spark Singers)
10:00 AM
Be sure to wear a fancy hat!

Rehab the Brave
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: Joshua 2:1-22

May 21 (John Wareham Sunday and
Teacher/Choir Appreciation)
10:00 AM

Sermon Title TBA
Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Davida Crabtree
Scripture TBA

May 28 (Memorial Day weekend
worship )
10:00 AM

No Longer of this World
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: John 17: 1-11

Save the Date
May 7: Reception for Pastor Char
Pastor Pastor
Pastor Char will celebrate her last service with us on Sunday, May 7, before embarking on her
call to a congregation in New Castle, ME. Pastor Char’s accomplishments at First Church have
been amazing, and she has touched all of us. We hope you can join us for the service on May 7
to celebrate her time with us. A reception for Pastor Char will be held after the service in Nelson
Hall. A light lunch will be served.
May 14: Mother’s Day
Join
Join us on May 14 for our special Mother’s Day service. Featuring a special performance form
the Spark Singers! Remember to wear your fancy hat!
October 13-15: Silver Lake Retreat
There will be a retreat at Silver Lake from Oct 13-15. See Pastor Nicole if you would like to be
on the planning team.
Notes from around the Church
Ron and Heather Renaud, Elizabeth Parker, John Merrill and Louise Thomsen
wish to thank First Church members for the lovely plants they received last
Sunday and for all the Easter joy they brought!

A Letter from Pastor Char
Dear First Church Community,
As I reflect on my near 10 years of pastoral ministry here at First Church, I can’t help but to
thank God. I am so thankful for the ministry and relationships I’ve grown here among all of
you. You received Jim, Katie and I so openly and with so much love. I remember my first
sermon as a student minister and how nervous I was my first time in the pulpit, preaching in
my hometown no less! I recall my meetings with the Teaching Parish Committee those first
years with great fondness. I think back to my 2010 Candidating Sunday and giggle, recalling
that I wore a paint-stained t-shirt and jeans, as our youth service team had just returned from
a week in Camden, NY. I remember forgetting the water for my first baptism and being
saved by an alert deacon and being “blessed” by a poor nervous dog who peed all over my
brand new robe during my first Blessing of the Animals. I recall praying and holding hands
at healing services, crying at the peace vigil after the shootings in Newtown and screaming
with laughter as the youth chased me down with water blasters at Big Dom’s. I’ve officiated
at funerals and weddings, baptized our children, confirmed our youth and served
Communion in worship and in homes. I’ve paddled boats, rode bikes, bowled, herded youth
onto NYC’s subway and ate my way through the Big E with the youth groups. I’ve learned
and laughed more from the multitude of children’s messages than I ever anticipated. I’ve
marched and stood vigil in town and in Hartford countless times to stand for black lives, I’ve
met with lawmakers about healthcare and on your behalf, I recently offered the Town of
Windsor an apology for our congregation’s part in the hangings of two victims accused of
witchcraft centuries ago. I’ve climbed a ladder to mark our big red doors with a blessing and
met privately with you when you’ve needed a pastoral visit – whether at your home, in the
hospital, in my office or while hiking along the Farmington River. I’ve been blessed to work
with a staff that is gifted, talented, devoted, faithful and fun. With God’s grace, you have
allowed me to be a personal part of your lives and through all of you, I’ve been humbly
reminded time and time again of life’s fragility as well as its breathtaking beauty and joy.
These moments and so many others I will never, ever forget. Our ministry together has been
quite a ride!
And so, as I prepare to answer God’s call to pastor the Second Congregational Church in
Newcastle, Maine, it is quite bittersweet to mark my final Sunday with you on May 7 th. As
difficult as it will be, this will be a day when we will join together in releasing one another from
the vows and commitments we made 6 years ago at my installation. You will be asked, ‘Do you,
the members and friends of First Church, release Char Corbett from the duties of pastor?’
And one of the questions addressed to me will be, ‘Do you, Char Corbett, release this local
church from turning to you and depending on you?’ These vows of release remind us that our
bond within the Church of Jesus Christ will never change, that through Christ we will always
remain friends and prayer partners, but the nature of our bond will indeed undergo significant

change; the vows mean that I will no longer be performing pastoral services for you, nor leading
any worship services, nor discussing any church matters with you. And as tempting as it might
be to make an exception—I want you to understand that I cannot and will not respond to pastoral
requests or officiate at any weddings, funerals, or baptisms at First Church after May 7. The vows
mean that you will not expect me to perform such services nor make such requests of me. It will
be important for all of us to honor and respect these boundaries.
The purpose of the upcoming transition time is to enable you, the members, to separate from me
as your Associate Pastor, and vice versa. I know it will not be easy for any of us. And I pray that
you will be open to this time so you will then be ready to support Pastor Nicole and to accept and
welcome a new associate minister with the kind of excitement you showed when you welcomed
me. Nothing will give me greater joy than to know that you are continuing your wonderful
ministry in this place with kindness, hospitality and transforming courage. To that good end, Jim,
Katie and I leave you in God’s hands, with all our love, support and care always. God bless First
Church!
Pastor Char

2010 Youth Service Team, Camden, NY

Baptisms, Fall 2016

Christmas cookie bake, 2016

Children's Message
Super Saturday, 2016

Strategic Planning at First Church
In May, we will begin our discernment process with the newly formed Vision Team: Lisa
Dube, Betsy Kenneson, Kevin Doyle, Jeff Zirbel, Al Relyea, and Pastor Nicole. This process
involves listening to how God is calling our church into the future. This work assumes that it is
God’s church and God has a vision of what the church can be to the community and beyond.
Prayer, research and thoughtful conversation with the Vision Team and the congregation is
essential.
The Vision process seeks to answer three questions: Who are we? Where are we going? How
will we get there?
A vision process is not:
 A simple polling of congregational needs and personal tastes
 Just a strategic plan (although a specific plan to implement the vision will be included)
 Just centered on the congregation but is focused on the community the church is called to
serve
 Decided by a few leaders, but by the congregation with leadership from a Vision Team
Rev. Paul Nickerson will act as our facilitator in the process. Paul is a veteran pastor and
former MA Conference UCC associate conference minister, before working fulltime as a
consultant and coach for churches. Learn more about Paul and his work at
http://www.nickersoncoaching.com.
Acting Associate Pastor Search Committee Update
The members of the Acting Associate Pastor Search Committee are Laureen Relyea, Lisa Dube
and Pastor Nicole. We have also been working very closely with Laurel Pepin, Chair of the
Board of Christian Education, and the Reverend Tamara Moreland from the CT UCC
Conference offices. The committee has decided to search for an “Acting” Associate Pastor,
rather than an “Interim” Associate Pastor for a number of reasons:
 There is a very limited number of “Interim” Pastors that are looking for an Associate
Pastor position vs. a Senior Pastor position.
 An “Acting” Pastor would be eligible to apply for the permanent position should they be
so inclined.
 We would not be limited to hiring only Pastors that have been Ordained in the UCC. For
instance, we would be able to entertain the option of hiring a recent graduate from
Seminary for this temporary position.
The committee will begin interviewing candidates very soon. We hope to also include at least
one youth member in the interview process, as this position will work very closely with our
Youth and the Christian Education program.

News from Christian Ed.
April was a busy month for our Church School and Faith Formation
Programs including the continuation of both Lenten Series, our annual
Palm Sunday parade, and several Church School projects. The CE Board
also hosted our annual Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch! Over 100 people
came to hunt eggs and share a wonderful meal with family and friends –
this is a recent record for First Church. Thank you to everyone who
brought a dish to share as well as to Dan Goodstein for playing our Easter
Bunny this year! As we near the end of the Church School year, we have
a few more exciting events planned as well.

April

On May 14th, we will celebrate our mothers with a special performance by the Spark Singers.
May 21st is Laity Sunday, where we will honor and celebrate all of those wonderful people that
help our Faith Formation Program in some way. It takes a village to raise our children with a
strong sense of faith, and we simply could not maintain such a wonderful program without our
volunteers – THANK YOU!!!
May will mark our last Sundays following the curriculum for the 201617 Church School year. We will round out our year with rehearsals for
our CE Sunday Program, to be held on June 11th. Also on June 11th
will be the CE Sunday picnic. This event follows the worship service in
Nelson Hall. Please bring a dish to share!
Beginning June 18th, the church school transitions to our Faith Quest Program for children from
preschool thru fifth grade. Each Sunday of Faith Quest will be a new and exciting activity and
lesson that will encourage and nourish Faith Formation for our youngest members.
Wishing Happy Birthdays in May to: Norra Vazquez, Claire Mitchell, Max Futterleib, Andrew
Blume, Daniel Jackson, David Stone, Morgan Finlay, and Julia Hoffman.

Volunteers Needed
The Faith Formation Program is in need of volunteers as we
head into our summer programs and then on to the new school
year in the fall! Please consider volunteering your time to
teach during the school year, to teach one Sunday during the
summer for our Faith Quest program, or to join us during
VBS! Our volunteers are the ones who make our Faith
Formation Program such a success – please join our team! For
more information, please contact Mandy Futterleib –
mandrake.futter@gmail.com or 860-944-1794.

News from Generosity- God’s Gifts of Wonderful Surprises
There are so many benefits to our visiting each other across the usual connections in the life of
our church. We discovered many of those benefits last fall as 26 of us called on 75 members
and families as part of our “Sacred Stories” generosity campaign. We got to know each other in
new ways, discovered common interests, and shared our love of our church.
I had the privilege of visiting Jong and Mei Chen in their home, and we talked about how
important this church has always been to them and to me, about their children growing up here
and going on to amazing professional work and leadership, and about
our hopes and dreams for First Church. In the course of that visit, I
made some reference to Facebook and something I had read there.
After a bit, Jong said to me “What is this Faithbook?” And from that
instant was born this year’s approach to our generosity campaign! What a gift in my slurred
pronunciation and his hearing! Stay tuned – great fun ahead! Thank you Jong and Mei, without
you this idea would never have appeared!
Our Generosity Team has added new members this year and is now composed of Deb Berry,
Randy Clark, Doug Kelly, April Vines, Larry Pennington and I, with Jeff Zirbel consulting. It’s
a great team, with wonderful participation, creativity and dedication to the ministries and future
of First Church. You’ll be hearing more from us, with ways you can participate in “Faithbook”
and in building the network of love and support that is First Church in Windsor.
Tag Sale in our Future?
As
As an aside on a recent Sunday, someone suggested it is time I pull together another Tag Sale for
us all. Remember the one two years ago? We had a great time, reduced our footprint, recycled
a lot of items, and raised almost $5000 for the church and Silver Lake! Loved it!
Almost everyone has things they need to get rid of, so why not benefit the
church and its mission? We’d need pricers, set up folks, people to help
receive items the day or two before, cashiers, “floor-walkers”, some folks
who can do heavy lifting, and some to assist with clean up and
arrangements for pickup of left overs. If you’d be willing to help, call
Davida Crabtree at 860-306-7524, hand me a note at church, or email me
at dfcdth@gmail.com.
News from Parish Caring
Parish Caring continues to assemble a list of durable medical equipment
(canes, crutches, etc.) that church members would be willing to loan to
others in need. While we cannot store these items, we would like to amass
a list that church members could consult before making decisions to buy
or rent medical equipment on their own. If you have any of these items
that can be added to our list, or are in need of borrowing one of these
items, please contact April Michaud (860-298-0193 or
aprilmichaudct@comcast.net).

News from Outreach
Thank you to all who contributed to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering supporting, in part,
the UCC Disaster Relief Ministries. We raised $5,756 which is more than last year by about
$400! As a result of our Easter Basket Drive, we were able to put together 19 Easter Baskets for
the children at Covenant to Care plus was able to pass on several bags of extra supplies which
were greatly appreciated by the other social workers.
On April 28, ImmaCare will be honoring our own George Slate for his long time servicer.
Previously, George served as a board member and was also the catalyst for ImmaCare opening
an Endowment Fund in 2016. Check out all they do at www.ImmaCare.org.
The Windsor Refugee Resettlement Committee continues its work to prepare to bring in a
family to Windsor. This is a community wide group with representation from several groups
and individuals in town.
On April 28, in the early afternoon Outreach Board members and others from the congregation
will go to Hands on Hartford to fill backpacks with food for their weekend “Food for Kids”
program. We still have room so call if you would like to join us. Marilyn Boehm 860-688-6987
The Outreach Board will be sponsoring First Church’s booth at
the Windsor Houses of Worship craft fair on November 4.
WHOW does all the set up and advertising and all proceeds will
benefit our Outreach programs. This is a great opportunity to
collaborate with other churches and the synagogue. We are asking
for donations of any art or craft project that might be sold at the
Fair as well as new items that might be incorporated into Gift
Baskets, a rare opportunity where “re-gifting” is a virtue! Diane
Dwelley is the force behind this – her craft room is full of works
in progress. We would love your helping hands. Please contact
Priscilla Ford at 860-688-4428.
Pastor Nicole Will attend CREDO Conference - May 16-22
Credo is a ministry opportunity of the insurance program of the UCC. A
holistic understanding of wellness is the cornerstone of the CREDO
process. Seminars include a carefully crafted blend of learning
opportunities and activities that support an experiential learning model
grounded in holistic well-being. The design seeks to honor each person
and recognizes that participants have different needs and learning styles.
CREDO Faculty include our own Bang Williams and Rev. DaVita McAllister. Faculty-led
workshops and plenaries and opportunities to fully engage experienced faculty members in oneon-one consultations. Interspersed with times of listening, questioning, and learning are quiet
times for reflection, worship, and contemplation. Pastor Nicole is grateful for the opportunity to
participate in this program of renewal.

Evening Book Club
The Evening Book Club meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:15 in the Morrell Room.
All who are interested are encouraged and invited to attend for lively
discussions and great fellowship! The book selection for May 16 is:
My Name is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout. The book selection for
June 20 is: Marriage of Opposites by Alice Hoffman. At both the May
and June meetings, book selections for summer and fall will be
considered...please join us and bring along your book suggestions!
Women’s Club
Please join the Women's Club at 12 noon on Tuesday, May 9 for a
catered light luncheon and program by Allyson Gillette. She will
speak about her trip to India and her practice of Yoga. The suggested
donation is $5 for the special catered luncheon. Please call Sue
Keirstead (860-688-6548) or Polly Ellis (860-688-5949) if you plan
to attend. This will be our last meeting until September.
Shad Derby – Join the Fun
First Church Windsor is reaching out to the community and having a booth at the Shad Derby
Show. The show is Saturday May 20th from 9 to 4 on the Windsor Town Green. We need your
help to meet and greet; let’s show the community how open and welcoming we are. We are
seeking volunteers for the following time slots:
Setup: 9 am
First Shift: 10 am – 12 pm
Second Shift: 12 pm – 2 pm
Third Shift: 2 pm – 4 pm,
Take Down: 4 pm.
Please email Bob Bell at bobbell40@comcast.net or Steve Porcaro at sporcaro@comcast.net. We
will also have a sign-up sheet in Nelson Hall during Fellowship Hour.
Health and Wellness at FCW
The 2nd quarterly meeting of the Wellness Group at FCW
will meet after church on Sunday May 21, 2017 at 11:45 at
Get Baked. Anyone with questions can call Allyson Gillette
at 860-478-6058. All welcome. We’ll bring Ideas, and share
what’s working, and our hopes for a wellness ministry &
community at First Church.

Youth Service News Youth Service News
Summer Youth Mission Trip Update:
The 2017 Summer Youth Service Trip is scheduled for July 15 – 22, 2017. We will be returning
to Camden, NY to work with Cluster 13 Ministries and their mission to address rural poverty,
hunger and housing needs. Our team is excited and getting ready! Upcoming YST2017 Dates to
remember:
Sunday, 6.4
Sunday, 6.4

12 Noon
TBD

Saturday, 6.10

9 am – 3 pm

Saturday, 7.15

8 am Sharp

Saturday, 7.22
Sunday, 7.23

4 pm-ish
9:15 am worship

Pre-Trip Meeting
Team Building Event
for Leaders and
Youth
Car Wash & Bottle
Drive
Pack Vans, Leave for
Camden, NY
Return from NY
Youth Service
Sunday (wear your tshirt!)

Morrell Room
TBD
Bart’s Parking Lot

Invite your family and friends to support FCW’s 2017 Summer Youth Service Trip by making a
donation on-line. Follow the link https://www.crowdrise.com/firstchurchinwindsor to make a
donation, learn more about the service trip, see pictures and follow the FCW team as they prepare
to learn and serve with Cluster 13 Ministries in Camden, NY.
Bottle Caps
All bottles and cans can be dropped off in Nelson Hall. Look for the special drop off near the
stage. Members of the youth service team will pick up the cans each week for redemption.
Check your monthly Edge to track the running tally of returns collected! So far we have
collected $59.15!
Silver Lake Summer
The Silver Lake Summer Camp schedule can be found on- line at http://www.silverlakect.org.
Families can register in paper form or on-line. Monthly payment plans can be arranged when
registering. The church is able to offer $75 scholarships per
child for 1 week session, with additional scholarship also
available for families demonstrating need. Want more info?
Call the church office or speak with Pastor Char. Make it a
summer not to be forgotten!

Thank you!
A special thank you from the 2017 Youth Service Team for everyone
who has contributed to our fundraisers so far! Our April Pie and
Quiche Sale and continuing bottle drive and Crowdrise fundraisers
raised an additional $463.85 toward our $5,000 goal! We are
especially thankful to all those who donated pies and quiche to support
our sale and to Lisa Dube, who helped to coordinate the event on Palm
Sunday. We couldn’t do it without all of you!
Scholarships
If you are a confirmed member of First Church, a senior in high
school, planning to attend a four year college and can
demonstrate financial aid, you may be eligible for the Frank
Roswell Fuller Scholarship. Additionally, students currently
attending a 4-year college and in good academic standing may
be able to re-apply. An application, eligibility
requirements and the application process are on-line at our
website, www.fcwucc.org under the “Scholarship” tab. Call the
church office for more information.
FCW’s School Scholarships Now Available Applications are Due May 1:
First Church youth members graduating from high school and continuing
their education are encouraged to apply for First Church school
scholarships, which are available through the generous donations of
current and former church members. Please visit “Scholarships” on the
church website www.fcwucc.org for details and an application or contact
the church office for more information.
The Lucille Hempel Parker Music Scholarship
The Lucille Hempel Parker Music Scholarship exists to provide
financial assistance to FCW elementary through college aged children
wishing to pursue any form of musical education. It honors Lucille
Hempel Parker’s commitment to the musical offerings performed by
children in this church. Scholarship applications are due by May 29
and recipients will receive their awards on Christian Education
Sunday, the second Sunday in June. Download an application from the
FCW “Scholarship” page on the website.

The

News from the Early Learning Center
As the first week of May approaches, we are excited to celebrate and participate
in a “digital detox” called “Unplug and Read.” Nationally, children will take
time to engage in other activities like reading as they work to be “Screen Free”
all week. Here at FCELC, we have a contest that will take place between the
classes to see who can reads the most books throughout the first week of May.
We will end this week with a visit from the FCW Book Buddies who will come and read to the
children and donate some books.
The FCELC will hold our 2nd annual “Muffins with Mom” breakfast on May
15 and 16. Later that week, each class will have the chance to participate in the
Mini Olympics at Northwest Park and to win ribbons. At the end of May, the
teachers will send home the final progress reports of the year so parents can
see how their child has grown and developed in their time throughout this
school year.
***

