The Edge
April 2017
A Letter from Pastor Nicole
Dear First Church Community,
As Easter approaches, I am reminded that my FIRST anniversary among you
is at hand because my first official Sunday was Easter 2016! I am struck both
by how fast the year has gone and also by how much has happened. It seems
like they cannot both be true at the same time, but here we are. I am grateful
for all of you and what we have been through together that has brought us
one turn around the Earth together.
During the season of Lent, we have used the “Sacred Conversations” series as a creative way to dig into
our Lenten journey. Each week brings new ways to think critically about our faith and how we are
walking the walk each day. I am so grateful to public defender Hilary Carpenter, storyteller Valerie
Tutson, and Imam Asif Hirani from the Windsor mosque for challenging and stretching us in ways we
did not know were possible. The point of Lent is spiritual growth, movement, travelling, putting some
distance between where we started and where we end up. I am already feeling like I have travelled quite
a few miles in my spiritual shoes this year. As we approach Easter, when we tell the same old story of
Jesus resurrection, we want to experience it anew, as if for the first time, or perhaps in a surprising way.
Since we are in the middle, we do not yet know exactly what the journey will bring. So in the meantime,
we trust in the promise and travel on.
The feeling of movement, spiritual movement, always makes me feel like God is with me. I love the
Spiritual “God Is Still Moving, oh God’s moving, I can feel it in my soul. Yes!” We can point to many
things happening in the church that show that God IS moving. There are the regular church programs
like Sunday School, shelter meals, and choir, but there are also NEW things like the Lenten Spiritual
Practices group, the interfaith work with local mosque and the grassroots organizing of Windsor
Refugee Resettlement Committee. The Spirit is moving so much, we can’t even contain it all. And of
course, that is how the Spirit always works; overflowing, abundant, sharing. I can’t wait to see what will
be revealed among us.
So as we look toward the cross, both for conviction and for resurrection, let us remember that God is
still moving. And as God moves, may we move too.
Shalom blessings to you all,
Pastor Nicole

April Worship Schedule
April 2 10:00 am

“Temptation of Greatness and American Exceptionalism”
A Scared Conversation with Mark Charles
Scripture: Luke 9: 46-56
Communion Service

April 9 (Palm Sunday) 10:00 am

“Palms, Praise, and Punishment”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11

April 13 (Maundy Thursday) 7:00 pm

Service of Tenebrae
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole

April 16 (Easter Sunday)
Services at 9:00 am and 11:00 am
with nursery care
Worship
11:00 am: Spark Singers and
Children’s Program

“More than Alleluias”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: Matthew 28:1-11

April 23 (Earth Day Celebration/
Baptism Sunday) 10:00 am
Worship

“When Creation Teaches”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: Job 12: 7-10

April 30 (Confirmation/New Member
Sunday) 10:00 am
Worship

Sermon title to be announced
Worship Leader: Pastor Char
Scripture: Matthew 28:1-11

Save the Date
 Join us at 3 pm in Nelson Hall on
April 2 for “The Blanket
Exercise” with Mark Charles
 New Member Classes with Pastor
Nicole April 23 at 11:15 am
April 24 at 7:00 pm
 Baptism Sunday is April 23! If
you would like to have your child
baptized on Sunday April 23,
please contact Pastor Nicole,
Pastor Char, or Rose Fisher in the
office
 May 7th will be Pastor Char’s last
Sunday at First Church. Join us as
we bless her on her way

A Sacred Conversation with Mark Charles
Charles
Mark Charles is the son of an
American woman of Dutch
heritage and a Navajo man.
He has lived with his family
on the Navajo reservation for
11 years, and now they are in
Washington, DC. His
objective is to forge a path of
healing and reconciliation
education on the complexities
of American history
regarding race, culture, and
faith. He is a speaker and a
writer on these topics, most
notably on the Doctrine of
Discovery.

News from Christian Ed.
The Lenten Season is definitely busy for the Church School and the
Faith Formation Team! We held our Pancake Supper to kick it all off
and are we are currently enjoying a season of Faith Formation
opportunities. We truly have a wonderful time with all of these
events – thank you to all who help and attend!
Easter Fun
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch will be held Saturday, April 15th from 10 am –
12 pm in Nelson Hall. We will serve a continental breakfast, hunt eggs, and enjoy the
culmination of the Lenten Season with celebration! There will be story time, faith related
crafts and coloring, and new this year… pictures with the
Easter Bunny! Come join in fellowship, bring family and
friends, and celebrate Easter with us! As always, this is a
free event, but we will be accepting donations of juice, milk,
baked goods, and breakfast dishes from those who would
like to contribute – please watch for sign-ups and THANK
YOU in advance!
The children will be celebrating Easter this year with a performance by the Spark Singers
and variety of special projects throughout the month.
Our teachers and volunteers are the heart of our Church
School Program and we really cannot say thank you enough!
The CE Board would like to celebrate all of our volunteers
with a special Fellowship Hour on May 21st. Watch for more
information!
Introducing our summer program… “Messy Church: Family, Faith and Fun!”
Every Wednesday evening in July we will be gathering to eat, worship, and have a whole
lot of fun! Please watch for more information – this program is designed for the ENTIRE
CONGREGATION! Please contact Mandy Futterleib, Pastor Char, or
Laurel Pepin if you would like to volunteer your time to help with our
“Messy Church” summer program – the Christian Education Team
could use your help on these Wednesdays or behind the scenes! Let us
know if you would like to help.

A very happy birthday to everyone celebrating a birthday in April: Rachel Cleveland!
“What Does a Successful Church School Program Look Like?”
On April 23rd, the CE Board will host a Second Hour for parents and families to discuss
this transitional time in the life of our church as it relates to the
future of our Church School Program. We hope to facilitate candid
discussion and hear and share ideas towards common goals for our
program’s future. Please bring your children – we will host a
separate discussion with the children of First Church during this
time to draw upon their ideas and enthusiasm as well. We welcome
all First Church members to attend - refreshments will be served.
Call for Volunteers
The Faith Formation Program is in need of volunteers as we head into our summer
programs and then on to the new school year in the fall! Please consider volunteering
your time to teach during the school year, to teach one Sunday during the summer for our
Faith Quest program, or to join us during VBS! Our
volunteers are the ones who make our Faith Formation
Program such a success – please join our team! For
more information, please contact Mandy Futterleib –
mandrake.futter@gmail.com or 860-944-1794.
The following are the Church School lessons scheduled thru April:
Date

Grades 4 – 8

Pre K - 3

April
2
9

16
23
30

Music and Mission
Holy Week
Matthew 21:1-11; 26:1427:66
Doubting Thomas
John 20:19-31

The Last Supper:
Seder Supper Drama

Easter Sunday – No Church School
The Resurrection:
Art Workshop
Family Worship Sunday – No Church School

News from the Outreach Board
The Outreach Board has begun our distribution of our Local Concerns support dollars. At our
March meeting we approved donations to Ascend (youth mentoring), ImmaCare (Immaculate
Shelter and Housing), and Project Graduation (Windsor High School).
An Opportunity for You
On Friday, April 28 at 12 pm, First Church volunteers will go into Hartford to
the new Hands on Hartford facility to take part in the Backpack Nutrition
Program. We will pack food for weekend meals for kids who need that kind of
assistance. We are donating money for the food and backpacks. Please call
Marilyn Boehm 860-688-6987 or Pastor Char 860-688-7229. We will need 12
– 15 volunteers. We will be home by 3pm.
Thank you to Outreach Board member Joyce Ward for coordinating the delicious soup and
bread suppers for the Lenten Practice Wednesday series.
Thank you to all Church members who generously contribute to the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering, where our dollars are used in cooperation with Global Ministries for disaster
relief, refugee assistance, and development aid.
Thank you to Outreach Board member Mike Bassett for arranging for the Book Buddies to
participate in the Phi Bets Phi’s Book Distribution, through his employer World Vision. We
were able to select 150 new books for our Book Buddies.
Easter Baskets
We will be filling Baskets again for Covenant to Care. Please bring in some of the following
items: coloring books & crayons, craft kits, stickers, colored paper, small soft toys, bubble
liquid, hair accessories, small cars, balls, small books, (no more colored chalk we have lots)
whatever you think a child will enjoy and will fit in an Easter basket. There will be a collection
box in the Narthex until Palm Sunday, April 9. We will then pack the baskets and for Yolanda,
our social worker, to deliver to her clients during the week before Easter.
Mail Call
Ian Porcaro is at Basic Training for
the Marine Corps and would LOVE
to receive mail.

RCT Porcaro, Ian
1st RTBN, PLT 1037 CO. C
Box 16145
Parris Island SC 29905-6145

Taste of the World
FCW member George Slate will be
honored at this year’s ImmaCare
“Taste of the World” benefit on April
28th. The evening will include a silent
auction, music and international
cuisine. If you wish to attend, call
Teresa at 860-724-4823 ext. 103.
Tickets cost $100.

News from Parish Caring
Due to the popularity of our new Travelling Ministry, Parish Caring Ministries has
coordinated with Delamere Woods and Stonebrook Village to schedule additional dates
for the spring. The Travelling Ministry brings our ministers, retired minister members,
and lay leaders to scheduled locations once a month through May, 2017. These leaders
host a worship service for people at these locations with music performed by Jane
Frogley. Upcoming Travelling Ministries will be as follows:







Tuesday, April 04, 2017 at 2:30 PM at Kimberly Hall
Tuesday, April 18,, 2017 at 1:00 PM at Stonebrook Village
Tuesday, April 18,, 2017 at 3:30 PM at Delamere Woods
Tuesday, May 02, 2017 at 2:30 PM at Windsor Rehabilitation
Tuesday, May 16,, 2017 at 1:00 PM at Stonebrook Village
Tuesday, May 16,,, 2017 at 3:30 PM at Delamere Woods

This important new ministry is very appreciated at these locations. To help fill this
need, we are seeking lay leaders in our church membership who would be interested in
leading one of these upcoming worship services. If you are interested, please contact
April Michaud at 860.298.0193 or aprilmichaudct@comcast.net

Church Spring Clean-Up
April 8th, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Our Sanctuary is an amazing space,
come help us make it shine. Coffee,
donuts, cleaning supplies will be
provided. Children and Youth
welcome with parental supervision.
Many hands make light work.
Sponsored by the Prudential Board.
Contact Jim Corbett for more
information.

Notes from the Organ Loft
The services of Holy Week and Easter are some of the most beloved of the liturgical year,
and filled with beautiful music. If you would like to help swell the ranks of the choir for
these special services, we would be delighted to have you! Here is the schedule of rehearsals
and services:
Thursday April 6: 7:30 rehearsal in the choir room
Sunday April 9, Palm Sunday: warm up at 9:30 in the
choir room, service at 10:00
Tuesday April 11: 7:30 choir rehearsal in the choir room
Thursday April 13, Maundy Thursday: warm up at 6:30
in the choir room, service at 7:00
Sunday April 16, Easter: warm up at 8:30 in the choir
room, services at 9:00 AND 11:00, with breakfast served
between the services
Contact Jane at jfrogley@att.net with any questions.

News from Women’s Club
The Women's Club did not meet on Tuesday, March 14,
due to the snowstorm. The meeting was rescheduled for
March 28 and we greatly enjoyed hearing about Sue and
Bill Warner-Prouty’s recent trip to England! Our April
11 meeting has been rescheduled for May 10. Allyson
Gillette will present "India, Yoga and Beyond" and we
will enjoy a catered luncheon. If you are not on a
calling list, please call Sue Keirstead (860-688-6548) or
Polly Ellis (860-688-5949) if you plan to attend so we
have dessert and seats for everyone. As always, we
extend a warm welcome to the women and men of the
church and their friends.

News from Girls Scouts: “My Promise, My Faith”
Pastor Char spent two weeks in early March working with a group of eight Windsor
Girl Scouts from 3rd through 8th grades on their My Promise, My Faith program. This
program invites Girl Scouts to explore the varied aspect of the Girl Scout Law as it
relates to faith. This year, Char worked with the girls to explore “I will be responsible
for what I say and do”. Char led discussions with the girls about the importance of
taking personal responsibility in their lives, families and communities, and about how
the words they choose can have a profound impact on someone. Additionally, she
shared information about forgiveness in varied religions. The girls who completed this
program will earn the My Promise, My Faith pin that relates to their year in Girl
Scouts.

Pastor Char and the Girl Scouts

Memorial Easter Plants
We are accepting orders for the memorial
plants that will decorate our
meetinghouse on Easter Sunday. The
plants are then distributed to members of
our church family who are confined to
their homes or to a continuing care center.
The cost is $10 per plant. Checks should
be made payable to: First Church in
Windsor and mailed to the church office.
Deadline is Tuesday, 4.11. Please be sure
to include the names of loved ones being
remembered.

Making a Friendship
Circle
1
Making
a Friendship
Circle

Making a Friendship Circle 2

Name Badges

If you would like to order a new or
replacement colorful name badge, just
add your name to the signup sheet in
the Meeting House narthex. The
following Sunday, pick up your badge
and wear it during our services and
other events. Badges are pin-on but
lanyards are also available. There is no
cost for the badge.

Youth Service News Youth Service News
Summer Youth Mission Trip Update:
The 2017 Summer Youth Service Trip is scheduled for July 15 – 22,
2017. We will be returning to Camden, NY to work with Cluster 13
Ministries and their mission to address rural poverty, hunger and housing
needs. Our team is excited and getting ready! There are still 3 youth spots
available for those interested who will be going into 9th grade and up.
For more information, please email pastor Char at ccorbett@fcwucc.org
or call her at 860-688-7229, x15.

The

Save the date:
 4. 20 at 5:30 pm: Leader Only Meeting Brick Parish House
 4.26 at 5:30 pm OR 4.29 at 8:00 am: Construction/Tool/Safety Training (required)
 4.30 from 2 pm - 6 pm: CTUCC Youth Revival First Church in West Hartford
 5.13 from 9 am to 3 pm: Car Wash Fundraiser Bart’s Parking Lot
Invite your family and friends to support FCW’s 2017 Summer Youth Service Trip by making a
donation on-line. Follow the link https://www.crowdrise.com/firstchurchinwindsor to make a
donation, learn more about the service trip, see pictures and follow the FCW team as they prepare
to learn and serve with Cluster 13 Ministries in Camden, NY.
Bring your bottles and cans to FCW to support our Youth Service Trip
All bottles and cans can be dropped off in Nelson Hall. Look for the special drop off near the
stage. Members of the youth service team will pick up the cans each week for redemption.
Thank you!
A special thank you from the 2017 Youth Service Team for everyone
who has contributed to our fundraisers so far! Our February grinder
sale and continuing bottle drive and Crowdrise fundraisers have so far
raised a total of $674.05 toward our $5,000 goal! We couldn’t do it
without you!

Save the NEW DATE: CT UCC Youth Revival - April 30 3:00-5:30PM
First Church of Christ Congregational, West Hartford, CT Rev. Da Vita “Day” McAllister,
Preacher. The CTUCC Youth Revival is a Racial Justice Ministry Event. Carpooling from First
Church in Windsor provided. Permission slips required.

Silver Lake Summer
The Silver Lake Summer Camp schedule can be found online at http://www.silverlakect.org.
Families can register in paper form or on-line. Monthly payment plans can be arranged when
registering. The church is able to offer $75 scholarships per child for 1 week session, with
additional scholarships also available for families demonstrating need. Want more info? Call
the church office or speak with Pastor Char. Make it a summer not to be forgotten!
Scholarships
Frank Roswell Fuller Scholarships
If you are a confirmed member of First Church, a senior in high
school, planning to attend a four year college and can demonstrate
financial need, you may be eligible for the Frank Roswell Fuller
Scholarship. Additionally, students currently attending a 4-year
college and in good academic standing may be able to re-apply.
An application, eligibility requirements and the application process
are on-line at our website, www.fcwucc.org under the
“Scholarship” tab. Call the church office for more information.
FCW’s School Scholarships Now Available: Applications are Due May 1:
First Church youth members graduating from high school and continuing their education are
encouraged to apply for First Church school scholarships, which are available through the
generous donations of current and former church members. Please visit “Scholarships” on the
church website www.fcwucc.org for details and an application or contact the church office for
more information.
Thank you!
Thank You for your generous support of the 10th annual FCW Chili Challenge! The event
raised $638 through ticket sales and the 39 quarts of chili that were sold! All of the proceeds
benefit the summer youth service trip to Camden, NY with
Cluster 13 Ministries. A very special thank you goes out to all
of the 2017 Chili Challengers: Lois Arsenault, Katie Corbett
(our only youth Challenger!), Char Corbett, Davida Crabtree,
Terry Eberle, Mandy Futterleib, Hal Milliken, Sue Milliken,
Mandy Futterleib and Lou Pepin. This year the Popularity
Vote (chili with the most tasting tickets) went to Pastor Char
and the People’s Vote for the best chili of 2017 went to Chili
Chancellor Trish Tappenden (Peter Tappenden, her son, is
Jack Porcaro’s cousin and one of our youth participants for
this year’s trip). Congratulations to both of them and to all of
the youth and adults who made the event so much fun and
such a great success!

Pie and Quiche Sale
Take home a heavenly “peace” of the pie to “grace” your Easter
table. The Pie & Quiche Sale returns again, this time in the
spring! On Sunday, April 9, FCW youth will sell donated and
created dessert pies and quiches beginning at 11:15AM in Nelson
Hall. Volunteers are needed to bake pies and quiches! If you
can bake, call the church office or sign up in Nelson Hall. Pies and quiches of every kind are
accepted – but please no nuts. Pies can be left in the kitchen before worship on Sunday
morning, April 9th beginning at 8:30AM. All proceeds benefit the 2017 Summer Youth Service
Learning Trip to Camden, NY with Cluster 13.
Interfaith Excursion in New York City
Six youth (Amelia Chowaniec, Rachel Cleveland, Morgan Finlay, Julia
Hoffman, David Stone and Bryce Tynan) joined Confirmation mentor
Randy Cole and Pastor Char for an interfaith excursion to New York City,
March 10-11. There, they participated Friday night in the Interfaith
Crossroads program at the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine in
Upper Manhattan.
This program was an experiential opportunity to
learn with other church youth about Judaism,
Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam while participating in some of our
Christian practices. The evening included an interactive organ
demonstration, an opportunity to play drums and to listen and create
music in the Jewish and Hindu traditions, to chant and write sacred
poetry, to consider the various art exhibits throughout the cathedral and to
have a scavenger hunt with other youth participants. At midnight, the
youth participated in a half-hour candlelight meditation in the Cathedral
before leading worship and sharing Communion. This worship time was
followed by a time of fellowship in the Cathedral gym before lights out at 1:30AM.
Early Saturday morning, the FCW group made their
way to the National Museum of the American Indian
via the subway, where they visited the Spirituality,
Native Dance and Native Fashion Now exhibits. They
proceeded to lunch at TGI Friday’s on Broadway, but
not before stopping to see the Fearless Girl statue
installation at Wall Street. Despite the bitter cold and
wind, the group proceeded to visit the 9/11 Memorial
Site before making their way home. A great time was
had by all!

News from Book Buddies
In September, when we requested three books from each of our adult Book Buddies, you all
responded to our request and we had enough books to distribute to the Kindergarten class at
Waverly-Simpson School in Hartford and to one class at our own First Church Early Learning
Center for both the fall and spring delivery dates. We will be visiting with our Waverly Simpson
little buddies on Monday, May first, if anyone would care to join us to read to the children and
help distribute the books. We are working on setting up a date with the ELC sometime in early
May.
This is the first part of our Great News. The second part is that with the help of our church
member, Mike Bassett, introduced us to a World Vision USA program to obtain books. We
received a grant from the Pi Beta Phi sorority to receive new books. Marilyn Boehm, graciously
agreed to drive to East Hartford on a Saturday to pick up the books for us. We received well over
100 books that are appropriate for beginning readers, and we are most thankful to Mike for letting
us know about this wonderful program.
We are now considering ways to use this windfall, perhaps by expanding the number of
classrooms with which we work, but we are open to new ideas from anyone. Please feel free to
contact either of us with your ideas, or to ask to be added to the Book Buddy list.
Thanks to all of you for your continued generosity, as we seek to fulfill our mission of helping
young children experience the joy of reading.
Shalom,
Ginny Drapeau (860-219-9388)
Andrea Schnure (860-6863-2385)
This year, the theme of Windsor’s Peace & Earth
Day Festival is “Woman Empowerment: One
Woman Can Change the World”. On the last day of
the festival, April 23, Pastor Nicole will be speaking
at a “Peace Dinner” which is taking place in Nelson
Hall. Stay tuned for more info!
Pastor Nicole will also be
speaking at the twelfth annual
Muslim Coalition of CT
fundraising banquet on
Saturday April 8. Tickets cost
$30 for adults and $20 for
students. For more info, go to
www.muslimcoalitionct.org.

Letter from Italy, 1944
This documentary film, narrated by Meryl Streep, will be shown in the Morrell Room
during 2nd Hour following Worship on Sunday, April 23.
Singing in the May 4 Production at the Bushnell are First Church in Windsor members
Joanne Coghill, John Coghill & Jennifer Osowiecki. Tickets may be obtained at a
discounted rate for groups of 10 or more. Please contact Joanne Coghill (860-285-8208 or
jdcoghill@snet.net) if you want to attend at the group rate.

Did you know? First Church is expanding
our social media presence! We are now
on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
Find us on Facebook: @FirstChurchinWindsor
Find us on Instagram: fcwucc1630
Find us on Twitter: @FCW_UCC
We use these platforms to share photos, videos,
news, and information on upcoming event with
our congregation and the wider community. Be
sure to like, comment, follow, share and
subscribe!

News from the Early Learning Center
The children are excited to begin April with a trip to see Pete the Cat! Author
James Dean, helps the children to think of different positive ways to react
when things that they don’t expect happen. The songs that go along with Pete
the Cat books always keep the children singing and dancing along!

During the week of April 24-28, 2017, the children will celebrate Week of the Young Child.
This week is a fun time to think about all the ways children
learn and has themed days based on what the National
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) has
established for this year. The children are surely in for a treat
as the teachers of First Church Early Learning Center plan for
Music Monday, Tasty Tuesday, Work Together Wednesday,
Artsy Thursday, and Family Friday.

As the children have the opportunity to explore spring once the snow melts away, there is so
much for them to discover! From the plants that will be popping
out of the ground, to the birth of animals, there is so much to
learn, talk about, and share. The children’s favorite part of
investigating spring is sure to be the caterpillars they will use the
magnifying glasses to watch. As the caterpillars eat and show the
children their life cycle over time, they will get to see them turn
into butterflies before they set them free. We hope your April is
as enjoyable as ours will be!

If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming a Substitute
Teacher for First Church Early Learning Center, please email all cover
letters and resumes to: fcearly@yahoo.com. Thank you!

