
 
 

 

A Letter from 
Pastor Nicole 

Dear First Church 
Community,

As spring approaches,  March gives way to the 
season of Lent.   Lent is the time in the church 
calendar  that  delineates  the  40  days  before 
Easter, not counting Sundays.  The number “40” 
has  deep  spiritual  significance  for  our  faith 
because it coincides with the 40 years Moses and 
Israelites  wandered  in  the  desert  before  they 
reached the Promised Land and the 40 days that 
Jesus spent praying and fasting before he began 
his journey to the cross.  As Christians today, we 
take this time in Lent to go deeper spiritually, to 
be more prayerful and self-reflective about our 
spiritual  lives.   We  might  be  meditating  on 
questions like:

How is God moving in my life?

What  are  the  barriers  that  are  preventing  me 
from making the changes I need to make in my 
life? 

What are the moral issues of our time to which 
God needs me to respond?

I believe God is always reaching out to us, trying 
to stir us up out of complacency into prayerful 
action. During Lent, First Church is here to help 
you on your faith journey toward Easter. We are 
doing  some  traditional  things  which  you  are 
surely familiar with; but we are also doing some 
new things too. 

Starting  on  Ash  Wednesday,  we  are  having  a 
weekly Wednesday evening Lenten Series called 

Journeys in Lent: An Introduction to Spiritual 
Practices.  Each  week  we  will  begin  with  a  30 
minute spiritual practice and end with a simple 
supper.

Starting on our first Sunday in Lent, we begin a 
Sacred  Conversations  Series.    Some  of  you 
might remember last year when I did a Sacred 
Conversation with Claudia Jones for Open and 
Affirming Sunday, and with Imam Sami Aziz for 
a  Muslim  interfaith  worship  service.   During 
Lent,  we are taking topics that call  us to think 
and  feel  deeply  about  justice  issues  in  our 
community.  Like Jesus, we will be going deeper 
inside ourselves, in order to go deeper outside of 
ourselves,  into our community and our world.  
Each week we will have a guest to bring insight 
and wisdom, challenge and doubts.  You will not 
want to miss this exciting series!

Finally,  as  we  are  all  beginning  to  absorb  the 
news that  Pastor Char will  be moving on to a 
new and exciting pastoral call in Maine, we will 
contemplate anew who we are and where we are 
going as a congregation.  It  may feel a lot like 
grief, because it is almost like losing a member of 
the family.  Please know, dear ones, that as the 
Palmist says “Weeping may linger for the night, 
but  joy  comes  with  the  morning.”  (30.5)  
Together we will walk this path of transition and 
come  through  able  to  celebrate  Pastor  Char’s 
ministry  and  bless  her  on  her  way  to  new 
horizons.  FCW should be so proud of being part 
of Pastor Char’s journey.  We have nothing but 
love and honor for her. 

Shalom blessings to you all,  
Pastor Nicole

March 2017

The Edge 



Sacred Conversations Series 

March 5 “Visiting Prisoners, Finding Jesus” A Sacred Conversation with 
 Hilary Carpenter, Public Defender

March 12 A Sacred Conversation on the Amistad Event with 
 Valerie Tutson, storyteller 

  
March 19 A Sacred Conversation with Imam Asif Hirani, Islamic Center of CT, 

Windsor 
       

March 26 “A Sacred Conversation with Youth with Lauren Dube and Jessica Drost”                                                 
 

April 2 “Doctrine of Discovery” A sacred Conversation with Mark Charles, Navajo 
Christian Author & Speaker

March Worship Schedule 

March 5 Pastor Nicole 
[Ezekiel 34: 11-16 Matthew 25:31-46]

March 12 Pastor Nicole
[Isaiah 61:1-3, Isaiah 43: 16-21]

March 19 Pastor Nicole
[Scripture to be announced] 

March 26 Pastor Char
[Scripture to be announced] 

March Highlights 

March 1 - Ash Wednesday, Lent begins!

March 3- Nightwatch Permission Slips &         
Payment Due 

March 5 - Chilli Challenge Entries Due

Nightwatch Orientation

March 10 & 11 - Nightwatch Youth Trip 

March 12 - Storytelling with Valerie 
Tutson, 3PM, Nelson Hall

March 18 - Super Saturday, Wilbraham, 
MA

March 19 - Final Chilli Challenge



Speaker Bios 
Sacred Conversations Series  

March 5: 
Hilary Carpenter grew up in Windsor and lives here today with 
her husband, Randy, and their teenage son, Jevin. She works as a 
public defender in Hartford, and is proud to have been a part of 
the campaign to abolish the death penalty in Connecticut

March 12:  
Valerie  Tutson  has  been  telling  stories  in  schools,  churches, 
libraries,  festivals and conferences since 1991. She shares stories 
and songs from around the world, and draws heavily from her 
travels throughout Africa, and from African American history. She 
is well known for her exciting retelling of age-old Bible stories and 
teaches classes to students of all ages.   Valerie leads a conference 
each summer at Silver Lake: “Sing Praise.” She has a Bachelors 
and Masters Degree from Brown University.

March 19
Imam Asif Hirani is a Resident Scholar at Islamic 
Center  of  Connecticut  and  He  conducts  Tafseer 
Classes,  Arabic  Classes  and Youth and Marriage 
Workshop  & Seminars  throughout  the  state  and 
abroad.  He  holds  a  Masters  Degree  in  Islamic 
Studies from Karachi University and is completing 
his  PhD  in  Quran  and  Tafseer  at  Al-Madina 
University in Malaysia.

April 2nd  
Mark  Charles  is  the  son  of  an  American  woman  of  Dutch 
heritage  and  a  Navajo  man.  He  has  lived  with  his  wife  and 
children on the Navajo reservation for 11 years, and now they 
are in Washington, DC. His objective is to help forge a path of 
healing and reconciliation for the nation through understanding 
and teaching on the complexities of American history regarding 
race, culture, and faith. He is a speaker and a writer on these 
topics, most notably on the Doctrine of Discovery. He also serves 
as the Washington correspondent for Native News Online.



Call for Volunteers 

During Lent there will be five Introduction to Spiritual Practices events followed by a light 
meal of soup and bread. For each meal we would like to provide a vegetarian and non-
vegetarian choice.  We will need enough soup to feed 30 people for each event.  Each soup 
volunteer would be asked to provide enough for 15 people. If you are a bread baker, or 
would like to purchase bread that would be also be appreciated.  

If you are interested in providing soup for one of these events please contact Joyce Ward at 
jward10252@comcast.net or at 860-688-7074.

The dates as follows:

Soup and/or bread:

March 15         March 22       March 29          April 5         

(Volunteers are already signed up for March 18, thank you!)

Date Spiritual Practice Time Location
3/01 Ash Wednesday Service 6:30PM Meeting House
03/08 Mindfulness Meditation & Light Meal 6:30PM Nelson Hall
03/15 Lectio Divinia & Light Meal 6:30PM Nelson Hall
03/22 Maize and Light Meal 6:30PM Nelson Hall
03/29 Heating and Light Meal 6:30PM Nelson Hall
04/05 Labyrinth and Light Meal 6:30PM Nelson Hall
04/13 Maundy Thursday Service 7:00PM Meeting House

mailto:jward10252@comcast.net
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From the Faith Formation Team 

Join us on March 12th for storyteller Valerie Tutson!  Ms. Tutson will be with us during 
worship and for a special program at 3pm in Nelson Hall.  The CE Board will provide 
refreshments and it promises to be a wonderful, family-friendly show!  Bring a friend 
or two – everyone is welcome for this free program.

Rotation  Curriculum Trial  -  In  an  ongoing  effort  to  grow and evolve  our  Church 
School program to meet the needs of our Congregation, the CE Board has decided to 
sample a rotation style program this spring.   The rotation curriculum 
will be used for our 4th-8th graders for 6 Sundays this Spring.  We look 
forward to gathering feedback and hearing your opinions as we move 
forward!               

A very happy birthday to  everyone celebrating a  birthday in  March:  
Allison Formanek

Important dates – Mark your calendars:

April 15th  Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch

Wednesdays in July Summer Evening Family Program – Congregation-wide event!

Call for Volunteers

The Faith Formation Program is in need of volunteers as we head into our summer programs 
and then on to the new school year in the fall! Please consider volunteering your time to 
teach during the school year, to teach one Sunday during the summer for our Faith Quest 
program,  or  to  join  us  during  VBS!  Our  volunteers  are  the  ones  who  make  our  Faith 
Formation  Program  such  a  success  –please  join  our  team!  For  more  information,  please 
contact Mandy Futterleib at 860-944- 1794 or mandrake.futter@gmail.com.

Outreach Board News 

The Board of Outreach welcomed Sue Raggo, Social Services Coordinator for the Town of 
Windsor to our February meeting.  She outlined several ways our church could help assist in 
helping people in Windsor.  On a wider scope we are preparing for the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering to be collected in March, which supports UCC relief efforts for those who 
suffer from natural disasters, war, or systemic poverty.  Our member Joyce Ward has been 
creating personal  care packs for young women caught up in the Foster Care system.  Our 
Board has begun a relationship with Hands on Hartford and in April will participate in a 
Back Pack Food program, supplying and packing weekend food for Hartford children who 
have been identified as being at risk for food shortages at home.

mailto:mandrake.futter@gmail.com
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News From Parish Caring: 

Note-writers Needed! 
The  Parish  Caring  Note-writers  are  currently  seeking  two  monthly  note-
writers for 2017.  Volunteers are each assigned a month during which they 
write notes to parishioners who have been ill,  hospitalized, sustained a 
loss  or  needed  encouragement  of  some  kind  during  that  month.  
Notecards and stamps are provided.  If you are interested in serving as a 
note-writer, please contact April Michaud or Dottie McAllister.

Medical Equipment Loan Program 
Parish Caring Ministries will assemble a list of durable medical equipment (canes, crutches, 
shower seats,  etc) that church members have and are willing to loan to others in need.  
These items can often be expensive to buy, or needed for only a short time period as one 
recovers from surgery, injury or illness.  Many members have items already that can be 

loaned within the congregation,  but  without  this  list  we would not 
know what is available. Once we have a list of items, church members 
would have a list to consult before making decisions to buy or rent 
medical equipment on their own.   If you have any of these items that 
can be added to our list, or are in need of borrowing one of these items, 
please  contact  April  Michaud  (860-298-0193  or 
aprilmichaudct@comcast.net) or let the church office know.

Save the Date 

On Tuesday, April 25th, the Parish Caring Ministries will host our biannual Silver Tea. This 
elegant affair is held in odd-numbered years to honor of all our members aged 80 and older. 
We are currently working on the invitation list, and do not want to miss anyone. If you 
should be invited, but aren’t sure we know this, please contact the church office, or call 
April Michaud. This event is a perfect opportunity to enjoy refreshments, some wonderful 
music, and, more importantly time with friends. 

mailto:aprilmichaudct@comcast.net
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Notes from the Organ Loft 

It should come as no surprise that providing music for 
funerals is one of the most important and challenging 
aspects  of  being  a  church  organist.  Well-chosen  and 
lovingly  prepared  music  can  give  so  much  comfort, 
and  it's  been  my  honor  to  provide  this  ministry  to 
many families over the last 21 years.

I  can't  tell  you how often I've been at  the funeral  of 
someone  I  never  knew,  listening  to  the  friends  and 
family speaking about their loved one, and thought, “I wish I had known that person!' Or 
sometimes the funeral is for someone I knew in passing, and I regret not getting to know 
them better.

On Feb.  4  I  had an extraordinary experience at  my home church,  St.  Mark's  Episcopal 
Chapel  at  UCONN.  Our  beloved  Deacon  Alexinia  Baldwin  had  passed  away,  and  the 
organist  asked if  I  could cover the funeral  service as  he would be away.  I  had known 
Alexinia  since  we  started  going  to  St.  Mark's  in  1994,  and  she  was  clearly  a  lovely, 
intelligent lady who was always had a kind word when I played there. But I never really 
got to know her.

At the service I found out more about Alexinia. As a teacher in a segregated school she 
pioneered a program to identify and support gifted and talented children of color. As a 
young woman she was engaged to marry one of the Tuskeegee airmen, who was sadly 
killed in action. Her family attended the AME church in Montgomery, Alabama. In 1963, 
the 16th Street Baptist Church around the corner was bombed, killing four little girls, a 
pivotal  moment in the Civil  Rights movement.  The devastated people from the Baptist 
church were taken in by the AME church, who host the funeral for the slain girls. Alexinia 
was the organist at that funeral.

I was floored when I heard that. Why had I never taken the time to get to know her, to sit 
down and hear her stories? How deeply I regret that now!

Amazing people are all around us, with stories large and small to share. Don't be like me, 
and leave it until it's too late!

Jane Frogley



Youth Service News 

Summer Youth Mission Trip Update:                                                                                                                   

The 2017  Summer Youth  Service  Trip  is  scheduled for  July  15  –  22,  2017.  We will  be 
returning to Camden, NY to work with Cluster 13 Ministries and their mission to address 
rural poverty, hunger and housing needs. Our team is excited and getting ready! There are 
still 3 youth spots available for those interested who will be going into 9th grade and up. 
For  more  information,  please  email  pastor  Char  at  ccorbett@fcwucc.org  or  call  her  at 
860-688-7229, x15.

Save the date:

Thursday, March 16 – Leader Meeting Only, 5:30PM, Brick Parish House

Sunday, March 19 –10th Annual Chili Challenge Fundraiser, 9AM & 12 PM, Nelson Hall

Bring your bottles and cans to FCW to support the Summer Youth 
Service trip! 

All bottles and cans can be dropped off in Nelson Hall. Look for the 
special drop off near the stage. Members of the youth service team will 
pick up the cans each week for redemption. 

Crowdrise 
Invite your family and friends to support FCW’s 2017 Summer 
Youth Service Trip by making a donation on-line. Follow the 
link  https://www.crowdrise.com/firstchurchinwindsor   to 
make a donation, learn more about the service trip, see pictures 
and follow the FCW team as they prepare to learn and serve 
with  Cluster  13  Ministries  in  Camden,  NY.   For  more 
information, call the church office at 860-688-7229. 

Thank you!

A special  thank  you  from  the  2017  Youth  Service  Team  for 
everyone who has contributed to  our  fundraisers  so far!  Our 
February  grinder  sale  and  continuing  bottle  drive  and 
Crowdrise  fundraisers  have  so  far  raised  a  total  of  $674.05 
toward our $5,000 goal! We couldn’t do it without you!

mailto:ccorbett@fcwucc.org
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10th and FINAL FCW Chili Challenge  

Sunday, March 19th is the 10th AND FINAL Chili Challenge in 
Nelson  Hall,  immediately  following  worship.  Stay  for  the 
event and YOU decide who makes the best chili in church by 
casting your vote! We’ll tally the results and let the majority 
decide!   Chili  samples will  be sold at  50¢/each or 3/$1.00.  
Quarts  of  chili  will  also  be  available  for  $8/quart  and 
cornbread for $1.00.  All proceeds benefit the Summer Youth 
Service Trip team headed to serve with Cluster 13 Ministries 
in Camden, NY July 15-22.   
 

Want to be a Chili Challenger and have this final chance to showcase your amazing chili 
for a good cause?  Sign up in Nelson Hall to enter your chili by Sunday, March 5.  We 
ask all Chili Challengers to commit to making at least 4 quarts to be sold as well as a 
crock pot full for the sampling challenge.  Got questions?  See Char or speak with one 
of our service team leaders.

Save The NEW DATE: CT UCC Youth Revival - April 30 3:00-5:30PM

First Church of Christ Congregational, West Hartford, CT

Rev. Da Vita “Day” McAllister, Preacher

The CTUCC Youth Revival is a Racial Justice Ministry Event. Carpooling from First 
Church in Windsor provided. 

Youth of all Ages Welcome!! More details to follow!

Silver Lake Summer 

The Silver Lake Summer Camp schedule can be found on-
line at http://www.silverlakect.org. Families can register in 
paper  form  or  on-line.   Monthly  payment  plans  can  be 
arranged when registering. The church is able to offer $75 
scholarships per child for 1 week session, with additional 
scholarship also available for families demonstrating need. 
Want more info? Call the church office or speak with Pastor 
Char. Make it a summer not to be forgotten!

http://silverlakect.org
http://silverlakect.org


Scholarships 

Frank Roswell Fuller Scholarship Available:   

 If you are a confirmed member of First Church, a senior in 
high school, planning to attend a four year college and can 
demonstrate financial aid, you may be eligible for the Frank 
Roswell Fuller Scholarship. Additionally, students currently 
attending a 4-year college and in good academic standing 
may  be  able  to  re-apply.  An  application,  eligibility 
requirements and the application process are on-line at  our website,  www.fcwucc.org 
under the “Scholarship” tab.  Call the church office for more information.

FCW’s School Scholarships Now Available Applications are Due May 1:   

First Church youth members graduating from high school and continuing their education 
are encouraged to apply for First Church school scholarships, which are available 
through the generous donations of current and former church members.  Please visit 
“Scholarships” on the church website www.fcwucc.org for details and an application or 
contact the church office for more information.

Join FCW Youth March 10 & 11 In NYC For Nightwatch At St. John The Divine & A 
Visit To The National Museum Of The American Indian!  

Nightwatch is an overnight retreat for middle and high school students and their adult 
chaperones. Take the night to unplug from daily life and to connect with God and one 
another in the sacred space of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine. FCW Youth in grades 
7-12 will explore music, spiritual disciplines, stories, games and wisdom from a variety of 
the  world’s  religious  traditions,  including  Buddhism,  Hinduism,  Judaism  and 
Christianity.  The  Christian-oriented  evening  will  focus  primarily  on  the  wisdom 
teachings of Jesus.  On Saturday, we’ll  head to the National Museum of the American 
Indian in  lower Manhattan,  specifically  to  see  the exhibit:  Our Universes:  Traditional 
Knowledge Shapes Our World” focused on indigenous cosmologies—worldviews and 
philosophies  related  to  the  creation  and  order  of  the  universe—and  the  spiritual 
relationship between humankind and the natural world. We’ll eat and shop afterward as 
time allows before heading home. Cost of the trip is $100/pp (payable to FCW), which 
includes transportation, the Nightwatch program/sleepover, museum admission and all 
meals.  Permission  slip  and payment  required by  March  3.  A brief  orientation  for  all 
participants will be hosted after worship on Sunday, March 5. 

http://www.fcwucc.org
http://www.fcwucc.org
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YOUTH @ GENERAL SYNOD 2017! REGISTER NOW! 

The National UCC General Synod will take place in Baltimore on June 30-July 5, 2017 and 
the Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut Conferences are collaborating to sponsor 

a trip to Youth @ Synod for young leaders ages 13 to 18. Teens from all over the country 
will participate in worship and plenary sessions, attend hearings and track resolutions, and 

join in mission work to serve the greater Baltimore area.  Synod is an opportunity to 
nurture advocacy skills around justice issues.   A team of chaperones from the three 

conferences will lead the RIMACT group.

 
Detailed program information is at http://synod.uccpages.org/. Some of the planned 

activities include:

Synod 101 orientation

Work project with a local environmental center

Youth @ synod Dance Party

Program with the American Visionary Art Museum – "Make Glad -- We Are All Creative"  
The Reformation Today – "Make Glad: Youth and Young Adults Transform the Church and 

the world.”

July 4 Fireworks at the Inner Harbor in Baltimore
 

TO REGISTER:
Space is limited to 18 participants per conference so FCW YOUTH – so youth are 

encouraged to register immediately by contacting Pastor Char to guide them and parents 
through the registration process!  Cost of the trip is $945 but each conference and FCW will 
be providing subsidies and scholarship support. A $150 deposit is required to reserve your 
spot for the trip. Payments will be collected in installments after the deposit is received. For 

information about scholarship support, contact Pastor Char.

http://synod.uccpages.org/
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Super Saturday Registration is Now Open!   

Super Saturday is a full-day of skill building offering numerous 
workshops,  a  keynote  address,  worship,  a  marketplace  of 
vendors and ideas and an opportunity for everyone to network 
with  one  another.   This  spring's  Super  Saturday  is  being  co-
hosted  by  the  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
Conferences of the UCC.

This spring's Super Saturday is featuring keynote speaker Brian 
McLaren, author, activist, and public theologian. A former college 
English teacher and pastor, he is a passionate advocate for "a new 
kind of Christianity" - just, generous, and working with people of 
all faiths for the common good. 

Saturday, March 18, 2017 at 8:00 AM to 3:45 PM
Minnechaug Regional High School
621 Main St
Wilbraham, MA 01095

News from Women’s Club

On  Tuesday,  February  14,  Pastor  Char  Corbett  presented 
"Beyond Acadia to Zion - National Parks Trip." We thank her for 
providing us with important  information about  the history of 
Native  Americans  and their  serious  present  concerns  through  
great photography and personal stories.  

We thank Helen Davenport-Senuta and Joan Scroggs and their 
committee  for  the  delightful  Valentine's  Day  decorations 
complete with Valentine's cards for everyone.  Brownies topped 
with cherry ice cream, whipped cream and chocolate sauce were 
enjoyed by all. 

We are happy to make a donation to the Silver Lake Scholarship Fund in thanks to Mike 
Novak for making us First Church name tags.

At 12 noon on Tuesday, March 14, Sue and Bill Warner-Prouty  will tell us about their 2016 
trip to England.  Coffee, tea and dessert are provided.  If you are not on a calling list, please 
call Andrea Schnure (860-683-2385) if you plan to attend so we have seats and dessert for 
everyone.  As always, we extend a warm welcome to the women and men of the church 
and their friends.



From the Early Learning Center 

We are all so ecstatic to welcome spring!  During the month of March, the children will be 
learning  all  about  the  ways  different  “Community  Helpers”  assist  in  our 

community.  We have invited some of our parents to share their jobs and favorite 
hobbies with the children.  From firefighters to teachers to doctors, who knows 

what all  of the children will  grow up to be?  For Saint Patrick’s Day, the 
children are all excited to set up their traps to see if they can catch the 

leprechauns that cause some fun mischief and leave their tiny green 
foot prints everywhere at this time of year.  As the children go on their 
search to see if they can find any leprechauns, they are sure to have a lot 

of fun!

Registration for First Church Early Learning Center’s 2017-2018 school 
year is on a first come, first serve basis and will be open to church 
members and current families during the week of February 27, 2017 to 
March 3, 2017, and to the public as of March 6, 2017.  If your child will 
be  turning  three  on  or  prior  to  January  1,  2018  and  your  child  is 
completely toilet/potty trained, then he/she will be eligible to join our 
program. First Church Early Learning Center is the only school in the 
town  of  Windsor  that  has  School  Readiness  as  an  opportunity  for 
families. School Readiness is a state subsidy based on your residence 
in Windsor, income, and family size that helps families pay for the cost 
of  preschool.   If  you  think  that  you  or  anyone  you  know may be 
interested in attending First Church Early Learning Center or learning more about Windsor’s 
School Readiness program, please contact Elith Boothe at (860) 688-4597 for answers to any 
questions you may have or to set up a time to come in for a visit. 

If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming a Substitute Teacher for First Church 
Early  Learning Center,  please  email  all  cover  letters  and resumes to:  fcearly@yahoo.com.  
Thank you!

mailto:fcearly@yahoo.com
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Notes from Around the Parish 

Meet Miles Alvin George ,  8 pounds  4 ozs and 21 inches  long.  Born 
February 6, 2017 to Anissa (Cort) & Gerond  George  of Euless ,  Texas. 
Anissa and Miles are home and are doing well.

The weather is great down here and we planning to be in Texas. Thru 
the end of March. We found a UCC in Euless and will be visiting on 
Sunday.   Barbara & Stanley Cort

Scott  Parry,  beloved  son  of  Roberta  Briggs,  passed  away  on  Sunday  2/19  at  age  58  in 
Pennsylvania.  Should  you  wish  to  send  condolences,  Mrs.  Briggs  may  be  reached  at 
860-644-5994. 

Dear First Church Friends,

This long, slow recovery from back surgery has been eased by the kindness of so many of 
you.  Thank you for the beautiful flowers, the delicious foods sent from Parish Caring and 
the cards that raised my spirits.  Your calls and visits helped so much as well.  Aren't we a 
fortunate community to be blessed in so many ways?!! Sue Williams

New Member Spotlight:  

Carol Powers is not new to the UCC, just to First Church Windsor. She was 
attracted by the congregation’s  will  to bring light  to the World,  dynamic 
preaching, good choir,  friendliness,  and the planned refugee resettlement. 
Carol is soon to replace grant proposal writing with lower-stress freelance 
editing  for  books  and  theses.  Her  interests  are  gardening,  theater, 
friendships,  and  exploring  other  cultures.  From  her  friendships  in  the 
Cambodian community, she enjoys spicy cuisine. Her flip phone is perfectly 
adequate,  even if  that  places  her  among the Luddites.  Her daughter  and 

family live in Framingham, MA.

Liv  Yonkman  is  a  sophomore  at  Miss  Porter's  School  in  Farmington, 
Connecticut.  She is part of the Varsity Swim Team as well  as the Varsity 
Crew there. She also participates in the theater program at MPS in the fall. 
She is very excited to get involved in First Church more. She loves going to 
SLCC every summer and singing in the choir on Sunday.



A Letter from Pastor Char 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church:

As you may now know, I have tendered my resignation as 
Associate Pastor.  My last day of service among you will be 
Sunday, May 7,  2017.  My resignation from First  Church is 
bittersweet. I have genuinely loved my calling to serve this 
congregation since September, 2007, initially as the part-time 
Student Minister until I was called to serve as the full-time 
Associate  Pastor  in  July  2010.  Leaving  First  Church  is 
certainly not easy. But the Spirit has been stirring and I have 
been called once again,  this time to serve as the Pastor of 
Second Congregational Church in Newcastle, ME. It’s a big 
move,  but  one  Jim,  Katie  and  I  are  ready  for!  We  will 
certainly miss all of you deeply, and yet we are also happy 
and looking forward to this new adventure. We truly believe 
it’s a continuation of our spiritual journeys.

It has been a true blessing to serve as your pastor for nearly 10 years. We’ve done some 
amazing ministry together and created so many wonderful memories! I will do all that I can 
in the time remaining to see that the transition is a smooth one.  For almost a year, I’ve 
worked alongside Pastor Nicole, and I am confident that her leadership and all of your 
contributions will continue to build your ministries and grow First Church.  On Sunday, 
May 7, we will come together in releasing one another from the vows and commitments we 
made 6 years ago at my installation. Our bonds within the wider Church will never change, 
however after the Service of Release, my pastoral relationship among you will change, as I 
will no longer serve you as Pastor.  As difficult as this will be, this is an ethical boundary we 
must all honor and respect.

Jim and Katie and I extend our sincerely thankful for all of the love, support and care we 
have received during our time at First Church. We look forward to sharing and celebrating 
the remaining weeks together. May we continue to hold one another in prayer as we all 
move forward, trusting that, as always, God leads the way.

                    With grace and peace,  

Pastor Char


