
 

United Church of Christ—Gathered 1630 

An Open and Affirming Community  

for All God’s People 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 2: Generosity Season begins with guest preacher, Rev. Dr. Todd Yonkman 
 

Wednesday, October 5: Bible Study with Pastor Nicole continues at 7 p.m. in the Morrell Room. 
Also takes place on October 12 and 19 

 
Saturday, October 8 at 10:40 a.m. in the Mormon Hartford Temple: Take a tour of the new Temple 

in Farmington. Gather in the Parish House parking lot to carpool from the church at 9:40 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, October 11: First Church Women’s Club in Nelson Hall—Kevin Bates presents a         
program on his three trips to China. Lunch at noon; the program begins at 1 p.m. 

 
Sunday, October 16 after worship in the Morrell Room: Parish Caring Ministries presents a Second 

Hour about Alzheimer’s disease.  
 

Sunday, October 16 at 3 p.m. in the meetinghouse: Pastor Nicole is installed as a minister in the 
Hartford, CT UCC Conference.  A reception in the Parker Room follows 

 
Saturday, October 22 at 11 a.m. in the meetinghouse: A memorial service will be held in celebra-

tion of the life of Rev. Bob Lane with a reception following the service. 
 

Sunday, October 23 is New Member Sunday. After worship, everyone is invited to attend the 
Youth Service Trip luncheon in Nelson Hall for a great meal, stories and pictures  

 
Sunday, October 30: Generosity Sunday with guest, the Imam Sami Aziz.  

A celebratory luncheon follows the service 

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS 



October Worship 
Schedule 

Sunday 10 a.m.  
Family Worship  

 
October 2 

Rev. Dr. Todd Yonkman 
 

October 9 
Pastor Nicole Grant 

Yonkman 
 

October 16 
Pastor Char Corbett 

 
October 23 
Deb Berry 

 
October 30 

Pastor Nicole Grant 
Yonkman 

 

Meet Our  
New Church Staff 

 

Emily Courtney: Director of              
Children's Music.  
Emily will be here 
each Sunday and 
will prepare the 
children's' choir 
to sing at month-
ly worship services. She will 
also be working with youth 
instrumentalists for selected 
choir pieces.   
 

Christa 
Mierez: Nursery 
Supervisor.  
Christa is a fa-
miliar face be-
cause her day 
job is as a 

Teacher in the full-time three 
and four year classes at the 
First Church Early Learning 
Center.  She will oversee the 
new nursery for children 0-3. 
Please welcome both Emily 
and Christa warmly! 

Mary Phelan Announces Retirement 
After almost nine years of working in the First Church office, I’ve  
decided to take my second (and final) retirement.  I’ll be here until 
the end of the year with my last official day being December 23.  I 
can’t tell you what this job and this church means to me and I’ll 
miss working with Pastor Nicole and Pastor Char and all of you. 
However, there’s a little baby calling my name from the West 
Coast and I’m looking forward to spending more time with my 
family.  And remember, I’m still a card-carrying member of this 
church so you aren’t entirely rid of me! Stay tuned for more about 
filling my position. Thank you, thank you!                   Mary Phelan 

 
The Personnel Team is working to set a job description and con-
duct a thorough search for qualified candidates.  Watch our web-
site and newsletter for periodic updates. From the members of the 
Personnel Team: Martha O'Donnell, Scott Burghoff, Al Relyea  

 

The Blessing of Sacred Stories 
 Have you ever listened to the Moth Radio Hour on NPR? 
Ever heard a story from someone else’s life that powerfully moved 
you? Ever spoken to someone else about something that hap-
pened in your life that was meaningful and important to you, and 
found yourself moved by the retelling?  Stories are powerful be-
cause they link us together as human beings, invite us into rela-
tionship and offer a form of healing and bonding.  
 The Bible is full of stories – the stories of tribal relationships 
in the earliest centuries, stories of the formation of God’s chosen 
people, and stories of Jesus and the disciples as they grew in 
community and faith. If the Bible were just admonition, we would 
not find it as compelling. It is the stories of others’ lives, convic-
tions and commitments, faith and foibles, failings and achieve-
ments that make the faith real for us.  Imagine how shallow our 
understanding of church and faith would be without knowing about 
Peter’s denial of Jesus, Paul’s conversion, Mary’s amazing faith-
fulness! 
 I recently saw a production at Hartford Stage in which a 
character is grilling a woman about her daughter’s actions. The 
woman says something like “Just let me tell you my story!” The 
other person says, “Aha, so it’s just a story?”  and it is true that 
sometimes we hear the word “story” and twist it to mean it isn’t 
true. Yet stories contain deeper truth than simple facts, truth that 
comes in human form and often carries meaning it takes a while 
to discern.  
 This fall, we hope to share our stories with one another, the 

stories of our connection to one another and to First Church.  We 

believe that our being bound together as a faith community is 

healing and meaningful for all of us. We hope you will tell and re-

ceive these sacred stories as blessing and that in the process you 

will rediscover all that this wonderful church community means to 

you!                                               Davida Crabtree, for Generosity 



FROM PASTOR NICOLE 
 
Dear First Church Community, 
 Happy fall! There is nothing better than a New England fall 
day!  It is my absolute favorite time of year and I have found that 
Windsor is a beautiful place to appreciate its wonders.  Fall is a 
time to start a new pattern for the year, and that has certainly been 
the case with our church.  Some have returned from their busy 
summer travels to restart Sunday School; some new worship 
guests are giving FCW a try for the year; some long timers are try-
ing some of the new program offerings like the weekly Bible 
Study.  I love the energy of the FCW community that is so open to 
the workings of the Holy Spirit among us. 
 By the time you receive the Edge, I will have made my presentation to the church on 
September 25 on the many “Meet the Minister” meetings I conducted earlier this year. I gath-
ered a lot of data about the reasons that you started coming to FCW and your hopes and 
dreams for the future. The data alone does not tell the picture without the added explanation 
and discussion. The presentation holds a mirror up to the congregation and asks us to look at 
ourselves. It will take some time and some deep spiritual work to take in this data and think 
about how we can move forward. For some there are no surprises; but for others it might be 
hard to see ourselves in a new way.  But as Jesus says “You will know the truth and the truth 
will set you free.” This is just the beginning of a process of long-range planning that will chart 
our future for the next five to ten years. Stay tuned for more! 

October is also the month for Generosity Campaign and the team has been working      
really hard to come up with something great. Raising money is hard work and a lot of churches 
shy away from the task, but that is not the case at FCW. I have been working closely with the 
Generosity Team so that we can grow our giving as we grow our church and look to the future 
as a time of abundance, not austerity.   

On Sunday October 30 I will be sharing a “Sacred Conversation on Christian-Muslim Di-
alogue” with Imam Sami Aziz, imam at the Bloomfield Islamic Center and Muslim Chaplain at 
Wesleyan University. You may remember Imam Aziz from the Prayer Vigil after the Orlando 
shooting.  Then for the following three Wednesdays (Nov. 2, 9, 16) we will be having an Adult 
Faith Formation program called “Love your Muslim Neighbor.” This is ground-breaking, im-
portant work for our community. I hope you will invite your friends so we can build up our com-
munities of faith and gain interreligious understanding.   
 On a personal note, we are still waiting for our kitchen renovation to be complete.  Our 
children are settling into college and boarding school. I plan to take a day or 2 to visit them for 
parents’ weekend. Mayleen the dog and I are spending a lot of quality time together and you 
may see her at the office if you stop by!                     Shalom blessings to you all!  Pastor Nicole 

 
New Member Class Forming 

Pastor Nicole will be holding a New Members Class on October 9 in the Parker Room after 
worship. If you’re interested but you can’t make that meeting, Pastor Nicole can also arrange a 
mid-week day and time. Please contact Pastor Nicole or the church office if you’d like to be-
come a new member. New Members will be received on October 23 during worship.  



Worship Schedule 
 October 2:  Genesis 41:1-36 “Interpreting Pharaoh's Dream” 
World Communion Sunday; Rev. Dr. Todd Yonkman, guest preacher 
 
 October 9: Genesis 41:37-57 “Vizier in Egypt” 
 
 October 16: Genesis 42:1-28 “Brothers in Egypt”  Parish Caring Sunday 
 
 October 23: Genesis 42:29-43:15  “Silver Cup” Laity Sunday; New Members Received 
 
 October 30: Genesis 45:1-28  “Sacred Conversation of Muslim-Christian Dialogue” with Imam 

Sami Aziz; Generosity Sunday with lunch following worship 
 
 Nov. 6: All Saints Day Celebration 

 

Guest Preacher 

October 2: Reverend Doctor Todd Grant Yonkman: Transitional Senior Minister at First Congrega-
tional Church of Stamford 
Raised in the Christian Reformed Church as the son of a minis-
ter, the Rev. Dr. Todd Grant Yonkman was drawn to the open-
ness of the United Church of Christ. He and his wife, Nicole, 
have both been ministers since 1996 when they completed their 
studies at the University of Chicago Divinity School.  Todd is the 
author of “Reconstructing Church: Tools for Turning Your Con-
gregation Around”, a study of his ministry with Nicole in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island. Outside of ministry and writing, Todd’s 
hobbies include Bonsai trees, vocal performance, guitar and 
Masters level swimming. His first passion remains working with 
local communities to help the Gospel of Christ continue to 
change lives and change the world. 
 

A Sacred Conversation of Muslim-Christian Dialogue with Imam Sami Aziz 
October 30:  Imam Sami Abdul Aziz is the Muslim chaplain at 
Wesleyan University and the Bloomfield Muslim Community 
Center and founder of Common Ground Services. Common 
Ground's mission is to help different groups find common 
ground by providing training to people in the Muslim commu-
nity to speak about their faith. 
 
For more information about Imam Aziz click below: 
  
http://wesleyanargus.com/2016/09/15/new-muslim-chaplain-
hopes-to-increase-interfaith-relations-and-awareness-of-
islam/ 
 
http://www.courant.com/community/manchester/hc-mr-
manchester-community-refugee-resettlement-group-0908-
20160906-story.html 

 

http://wesleyanargus.com/2016/09/15/new-muslim-chaplain-hopes-to-increase-interfaith-relations-and-awareness-of-islam/
http://wesleyanargus.com/2016/09/15/new-muslim-chaplain-hopes-to-increase-interfaith-relations-and-awareness-of-islam/
http://wesleyanargus.com/2016/09/15/new-muslim-chaplain-hopes-to-increase-interfaith-relations-and-awareness-of-islam/
http://www.courant.com/community/manchester/hc-mr-manchester-community-refugee-resettlement-group-0908-20160906-story.html
http://www.courant.com/community/manchester/hc-mr-manchester-community-refugee-resettlement-group-0908-20160906-story.html
http://www.courant.com/community/manchester/hc-mr-manchester-community-refugee-resettlement-group-0908-20160906-story.html


Generosity 
 Our Generosity Campaign this fall will include two new dimensions.  First, we are working 
on a vibrant brochure which will help tell the story of our life together and also help us all under-
stand what our giving supports. Filled with pictures and sto-
ries of our shared ministries, we hope it will inspire you! 
 Secondly, together with others from our church we will 
be visiting about one third of our congregation to share our 
stories and testimonies of the importance of First Church in 
our lives and to hear yours. We wish we could visit everyone 
this first year.  However, that is not reasonably possible with 
the full lives and commitments we all have. If you are one 
who receives a call asking if you would make time for some-
one to come by for a short visit, we hope you will say yes. 
Our visitors are eager to see you.   
 Then we hope to visit everyone else over the next two 
years. So please don’t feel left out – enjoy the pleasure of anticipation of your visit in the future!  
 Our support of our church takes many forms – our presence, our prayers, our involvement 

and our pledges. All of these are essential, and all of these make a big difference in each other’s 

lives.  We hope you will reflect on each of these essentials in the weeks ahead and will pray every 

day for the success of our pledge campaign and the vitality of our church.   

Davida Crabtree for the Generosity Team  

 

The Old Wooden Box 
 The month of October is the official time for our church's Generosity Campaign. You will 

see the Wooden Gift Box placed at the front of the meetinghouse for your pledge cards. Some of 

you may not know the history or significance of this box. 

 It was made from the old floor boards of this meetinghouse that was built in 1794.  In 1997 

major renovations were made to the meetinghouse including the replacement of the floor boards 

that were beginning to sag. The old floor boards were recycled into many useful items such as 

coffee tables, stools, desks and wall hangings that have an etching of the meetinghouse on them. 

One carpenter built this box and gave it to the church to be used for special offerings and gifts. 

 We are proud of our long church history beginning in 1630 with 140 people who sailed on 

the Mary and John to Dorchester, MA. In search of more freedom and opportunities, a group of 

them in 1635 came overland to the confluence of the Farmington and Connecticut Rivers to build 

a church, community and town. We are now the beneficiaries of this legacy and it is our duty and 

responsibility to maintain and expand the church’s ministries and programs so the church contin-

ues to be vibrant, flourishing and meaningful to our members and the community. 

 This old wooden box is a symbol of our shared Commitment to this church and its minis-

tries, recognizing the continuity with past generations and most importantly looking forward to the 

future generations that will follow us. 

Dorothy Merz for the Generosity Team (Deb Berry, Randy Clark, Davida Foy Crabtree, Jeff Zirbel) 

 

 

 



Parish Caring 
 Parish Caring Ministries has coordinated with Delamere Woods, Kimberly Hall and Windsor 
Rehabilitation to set up the FCW Travelling Ministry.  The Traveling Ministry will bring our ministers, 
retired minister members, and lay leaders to these locations once a month to lead worship services 
for people at these locations.  The first Traveling Ministry was held at Delamere 
Woods on Tuesday, September 6 and was led by Rev. Edie O’Donnell with mu-
sic provided by Jane Frogley.  About 10 people – both members and visitors – 
were in attendance to participate in the service.  Upcoming Traveling Ministries 
will be as follows: 
2016: Tuesday, October 4 at 2:30 p.m. at Kimberly Hall 
 Tuesday, November 1 at 2:30 p.m. at Windsor Rehabilitation 
 Tuesday, December 6 at 3:30 p.m. at Delamere Woods 
2017: Tuesday, January 3 at 2:30 p.m. at Kimberly Hall 
 Tuesday, February 7 at 2:30 p.m. at Windsor Rehabilitation 
 Tuesday, March 7 at 3:30 p.m. at Delamere Woods 
 Tuesday, April 4 at 2:30 p.m. at Kimberly Hall 
 Tuesday, May 2 at 2:30 p.m. at Windsor Rehabilitation 

Parish Caring Sunday—Second Hour 
 Following worship on October 16 which is Parish  
Caring Sunday, we have an opportunity to view a DVD entitled 
“This is My Voice – To Whom I May Concern”   - a moving testi-
mony by five individuals relating  their personal stories and ex-
periences as they live with early stage Alzheimer’s disease.  
 Currently there are 200,000 Americans under the age of 65 who are living with this disease 
so this will be a valuable look for us inside the minds of these men and women as they share their 
thoughts for family ,care givers and friends  about what it’s like to live with this disease and other 
illnesses that cause memory loss and confusion. Following the viewing Dr. Maureen Matthews, a 
nurse, psychotherapist and founder of the organization To Whom I May Concern, will facilitate a 
discussion.  
 Won’t you join with Parish Caring Ministries on October 16 at 11:30 a.m. in the Morrell Room 

as we explore this timely topic?  It would be helpful if you could let the office know you are coming. 

Call  860-688-7229.  And feel free to bring along a friend who might be interested. 

Women’s Club Update 
 On Tuesday, September 13, Jane Frogley, our church music director, presented 
"My Heart and Voice I'll Raise: Music in Colonial Life."  She told us about the role music played in 
the lives of our foremothers and forefathers through readings and songs.  Jane has a beautiful 
voice; we so enjoyed her interesting program. We thank Janet Graves and her committee who dec-
orated the tables with an autumn theme and provided us with delicious breads. 
 On Tuesday, October 11, Kevin Bates will present "China x 3."  Please join us at noon in 
Nelson Hall.  We bring our own sandwiches.  Coffee, tea and dessert are provided.  If you are not 
on a calling list, please call Helen Davenport-Senuta (860-285-8694) if you plan to attend so we 
have seats and dessert for everyone.  As always, we extend a warm welcome to all. 

 

 

Bell Choir Rings Again! 
Bell Choir begins again on October 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room. All are 
welcome to come and learn about playing bells. If you’re interested, just 
come to the first rehearsal.  If you have questions, please contact Jane 
Frogley at jfrogley@att.net or 860-456-2891. 

 

mailto:jfrogley@att.net


Recycle reading! Once again, it’s time for our Used Book Sale fundraiser. If your 

fall cleaning includes weeding out books that you no longer plan to read, First 
Church can help you recycle them, and you can help First Church raise funds.   

 

Drop off donations Saturday, October 29 
10 a.m. -1 p.m. 

Nelson Hall, Parish House 
New or used books, videos, CDs, DVDs are welcome, including children’s books and movies; no 

old textbooks, magazines, or musty items please 
 

Used Book Sale  
Saturday, November 5 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Nelson Hall, Parish House 
With your help, we can make this a successful fundraiser for First Church: 
 donate books you no longer want (please do not donate any books that you would like re-

turned to you; we will recycle unsold books) 
 buy books the day of the sale 
 donate grocery bags or shopping bags to be given away to book-buying customers the day of 

the sale.  Leftover bags will be given to the Windsor Food Bank  
 help receive and sort donated books on Saturday, October 29, any time between 9:30 a.m. 

and 2:30 p.m. 
 volunteer to help set up the sale during the day on Friday, November 4  
 be a cashier the day of the sale, Saturday, November 5.  We need 2 cashiers during each 2-

hour shift:  9 -11 a.m., 11 a.m.-1 p.m. or 1-3 p.m. 
 be a cashier at the after-service-sale on Sunday, November 6 
 help put away unsold books after the sale on Sunday, November 6 
 
To offer your help, or, for more information, please contact Betsy Kenneson by email 
betsy.kenneson@gmail.com or by home phone, 860-688-8070. 
 

Tour the New Mormon Temple in Farmington 
On Saturday, October 8, we have an incredible opportunity to take a tour of the new Hartford 
Connecticut Mormon (Latter Day Saints) temple.  It’s a rare opportunity to be able to visit a Mor-
mon Temple; they are opening their doors to the public for a brief three weeks before ending the 
public view of this newly constructed temple in Farmington. We will meet in the church parking 
lot at 9:40 a.m. to carpool; our tour time is 10:40 a.m.  Please sign up with Elaine Richards after 
church or by email or phone (richards.elaine@sbcglobal.net/860-688-4048.) 

 

IMMACARE Shelter Meals 
 Welcome back friends and we hope everyone enjoyed their summer! We are excited to 
kick off our 2nd year as shelter meal coordinators and look forward to seeing old friends and 
making new friends. 
 The 2016 – 2017 shelter meals will be served at ImmaCare on November 13, January 
22, February 26 and March 26 and we need your help. You can sign-up after worship in Nelson 
Hall beginning in October. We are looking for help with meal prep, serving and clean-up. Inter-
ested in helping in other ways? Consider donating milk, orange juice, pineapple juice, oranges, 
bananas or baked goods for desserts. Feel free to reach out to Pam Petro 
(pamela.s.petro@gmail.com/860-688-7616 or Cindy Taplin (peabean_2@comcast.net/860-683-
4288) if you have questions or would like additional information. Thank you for all your help and 
support of the shelter meal program at First Church.                                                  Cindy Taplin 

mailto:betsy.kenneson@gmail.com
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Our School Backpack Project was a Great Success! 
Through your generosity and support, First Church was able to assemble 23 backpacks for chil-
dren returning to school in the Greater Hartford area. Eight backpacks were requested by our 
Covenant to Care Social Worker, Yolanda, which we supplied along with some extra supplies.  An 
additional 12 backpacks were provided to Social Worker, Kevin Levine ( a local Windsor resident 
who works in the Manchester DCF office), along with extra art supplies.  The last 3 backpacks 
went to a family in need who contacted an Outreach Board member directly. The Outreach Board 
would like to recognize Joanne Coghill and Brianna Suydam (Joyce Ward's granddaughter) for all 
of their hard work in organizing the supplies, packing, transporting and delivering the backpacks.  
Your generosity and care made a difference to 23 children this year. Thank you. 

                                                                                         From the Board of Christian Outreach 
 

NAMI Family-to-Family Education Program 
NAMI Family-to-Family is a free, 12-session education program for family, partners, friends and 
significant others of adults living with mental illness. The course is designed 
to help all family members understand and support their loved one living 
with mental illness, while maintaining their own well-being. The course in-
cludes information on illnesses such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, 
major depression and other mental health conditions. Thousands of fami-
lies describe the program as life-changing. The program is taught by 
trained teachers who are also family members and know what it is like to 
have a loved one living with mental illness. 
October 5, 6:30 to 9 p.m. in the Community Room in the Hartford Police 
Safety Building, 253 High Street, Hartford, CT 06103.  Contact and Registra-
tion: Pat at 860-796-1731.  More information about NAMI can be found here:  www.namict.org. 
 

Second CTUCC Conference Revival October 13-15 
 Church members, clergy, lay leaders, youth...come all! Revive your soul at the Second An-
nual Connecticut Conference Revival. This year the event will be held at Dixwell Congregational 
Church, 217 Dixwell Ave., New Haven, CT, for three nights, each night beginning at 7 p.m.  
 Through prayer, music, scripture and inspirational speakers, gather with people from all 
over the Conference for three evenings of soul-lifting, passion-sparking, joy-filled worship and 
praise.  First Church will carpool Friday evening, October 14, leaving the meetinghouse parking 
lot at 6 p.m. Call or email the Church office to RSVP (officemary@fcwucc.org.) Please indicate 
whether or not you can be a driver. 
 
 

Seeking Disciples Confirmation Class Begins October 16 
 If you are entering 9

th
 grade or higher and have not been previously 

confirmed, you are invited to join the upcoming Seeking Disciples confirma-

tion class.  If you are curious about your faith, the Bible, the UCC, what it 

means to do mission in the world or the practice of spirituality in your every-

day life, then this is the group for you! Conversation, worship, field trips, re-

treats, food, games, mentors and fellowship are all part of this faith explora-

tion experience. Our first class together is on Sunday, October 16 at 8:45 

a.m. in the Youth Room. For more information, please contact Pastor Char 

Corbett or the church office.  

 

http://www.namict.org
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YOUTH NEWS AND EVENTS 
Youth Group Calendar for Fall 2016 – Check the church website for current Mid-
dle School and High School events, details and permission slips – or see Pastor 
Char for the upcoming programs.  Here are the highlights: 
 
Friday, October 21 at 6 p.m.: 8th-12th grades: Join us for a nightmarish evening 

at the Nightmare Corn Maze hosted at the Riverview Farm in South Glastonbury. Cost is $10/
pp plus cost of snacks and drinks.  A permission slip and a site-waiver form are required. This 
event is NOT for the light-hearted - be prepared to have your socks scared off! Adult drivers 
and chaperones needed. We’ll meet in the Parish House parking lot. 
 
Saturday, October 29 from 3—5 p.m.: All FCW Youth and Families: You are invited to 
Trunk or Treat at First Church. Invite your family to decorate the family car in some ghoulish 
fashion, then get in costume and pass out treats from your trunk in the Meetinghouse parking 
lot to all our little trick-or-treating friends! We’ll offer face painting, games and other Halloween 
activities that will be fun for everyone! Car and parking lot decorating begins at 3 p.m. Sign up 
at the Youth Board or in Nelson Hall. 
 
Friday, November 4 – Sunday, November 6: 9th -12th grades: Silver Lake Fall Action Week-
end! Cost is $45/pp, which includes meals and lodging. Join other youth across the state for 
some fall clean up and activities with other youth from across the state. Visit http://
www.silverlakect.org/ to register and then email Char at ccorbett@fcwucc.org to let us know 
you’re going. Family carpooling from First Church meets in Nelson Hall at 5 p.m. with a pizza 
dinner send-off! Adult drivers needed.  
 
Saturday, November 5: 8th-12th grades: Come out and support the Church Book Sale and 
Baked Goods Table.  Sign up for a shift or stay all day, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Youth will host a bake 
sale that will benefit a local not-for-profit of their choice. See Betsy Kenneson or Pastor Char for 
details. 
 
Saturday, November 5 at 5 p.m.: – 6th -12th grades: Join pastor Char and friends for Wind-
sor’s Youth Worship Service at Christ the King Lutheran Church. Lively worship, music, fellow-
ship and more to be offered.  Make new friends across town and have a night of fun with your 
peers. Permission slips are required. Adult Chaperones and drivers needed. 
  

Friday, November 11 – Saturday, November 12:– 8th-12th 
grades: Take an overnight trip by train to NYC for St. John the 
Divine’s Nightwatch Interspiritual Retreat.  We will stay at St. 
John’s Friday evening followed by an afternoon on the town in 
NYC! Space is limited to 12 youth. The cost is $90/per person 
round trip. At the retreat we will explore music, spiritual disci-
plines, stories and wisdom from a variety of the world’s religious 

traditions, including Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism and Christianity.  We will leave FCW at 4 
p.m. Friday and return by 9 p.m. on Saturday. Permission slip required. Male/Female chaper-
ones needed. More information can be found here: www.stjohndivine.org/visit/calendar/events/
families-youth/12378/nightwatch-crossroads-interspiritual 

 

mailto:ccorbett@fcwucc.org
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Youth Mission Trip Luncheon 
 After worship on October 23, the 2016 Summer Youth service team will be sharing some 
good food, fond memories, learning moments and all of our experiences 
and adventures from July’s weeklong trip with Re-Member to Pine Ridge 
Reservation, South Dakota. Our group of 18 participants spent the week 
learning about the Lakota culture through daily teachings and conversa-
tions with tribal elders and visiting area places such as Mount Rushmore, 
the Crazy Horse Memorial, the Badlands National Park, the site of Wound-
ed Knee Massacre, Red Cloud Indian School and other significant places on the reservation. In ad-
dition, all the volunteers spent 6-8 hours each day skirting trailers, constructing and delivering bunk 
beds, building ADA accessible wheelchair ramps/decks or structuring and digging outhouses for 
homes without running water or electricity.   
 During the luncheon we’ll acknowledge our sponsors, share stories and present a slideshow 
that reflects all that we did on the Rez. Looking ahead, we’ll also hear about how FCW is gearing 
up for the Summer 2017 Service Trip to Camden, NY with Cluster 13 Ministries.  It promises to be 
a full and engaging afternoon! You served us with your generous support – now let us serve you 
for lunch!  A pasta lunch with salad and dessert is planned with gluten free options.  Please RSVP 
(with dietary needs) to the church by Thursday, October 20.  
 

2017 Youth Service Trip Update 
 Next summer's Youth Service Trip is scheduled for July 15 – 22, 2017. We will be returning 
to Camden, NY to work with Cluster 13 Ministries and their mission to address rural poverty, hun-
ger and housing needs. We are still looking for adult youth leader’s. High School and college youth 
are encouraged to apply, including youth entering 9th grade in 2017. We are also in need of adults 

with carpentry skills and the willingness and ability to be team leaders. 
Applications will be available after October 1 and will be received on a 
first-come-first-serve basis. Space is limited to 25 participants. Applica-
tions can be picked up from the church office or downloaded from the 
church website at www.fcwucc.org. The cost is $275/youth and $175/
adults. All youth and adult applicants must submit a nonrefundable $100 
fee with each application. Some scholarships are available. Please note 
the application deadline is December 31.  The First REQUIRED ORIEN-
TATION session for youth and adults will be held on Sunday, January 8 

from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in Nelson Hall. For more information, please email pastor Char at 
ccorbett@fcwucc.org or call her at 860-688-7229, x15. 
 

First Church Early Learning Center 
 First Church Early Learning Center would like to thank everyone who helped us to celebrate 
our 60th birthday!  We hope you enjoyed seeing how much the school has evolved and that all the 
children loved the fun activities that were planned!  We greatly appreciate all the support we have 
had over the years from everyone, including and especially First Church in Windsor, the town of 
Windsor, the State of Connecticut and the National Association for the Education of Young Chil-
dren.   Thank you again and we look forward to many more years serving children and families in 
Windsor and the surrounding community! 
 As October is a time of harvest, the children are excited to have the opportunity to experi-
ence and explore the season.  First Church Early Learning Center will host its Annual Family 
Pumpkin Night later during this month where the children will get to have fun as they uniquely dec-
orate their pumpkins any way they would like. Lori, a Fire Marshall from the Town of Windsor is ex-
cited to visit us and will share details about fire safety with the children.  Later in October the chil-
dren will practice their cute little smiles as Picture Day arrives with photos for the parents to share 
with their families during the holidays.                                                  Elith Boothe, FCELC Director 

http://www.fcwucc.org
mailto:ccorbett@fcwucc.org


From the Faith Formation Team 
 We would like to begin by saying thank you to all of the volunteers who have helped the 
Church School and CE Board during the month of September, including our Homecoming Picnic 
and Celebration.  Our Faith Formation Program is so successful because we have such great vol-
unteers from our congregation. Thanks as well to the teacher volunteers who came out for our 
Teacher Orientation and Training on September 29.  Our children have a great team of teachers 
this year and we are very excited as the Church School year gets going.  
 
 Thanks to everyone who registered children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews for the 
FCW Church School Program . If you haven’t yet registered your child(ren) for Church School, 
please contact Mandy Futterleib, the church office, or visit our website for your registration form.  
All children from Pre K – 9

th
 Grade must complete a registration form to attend Church School or 

Confirmation for both emergency and insurance related purposes!   
 
September 18 marked the beginning of our Church School Year.  The following are the lessons 
scheduled thru October: 
 

 
 

A very Happy Birthday to Amelia Chowaniec and Isabelle Osowiecki! 
 

 All are invited to a wonderful Halloween Family Event on October 29 from 3-5 p.m. - the en-
tire congregation is invited.   What's Trunk or Treat?  We gather in the church parking lot to dress 
up our car trunks in celebration of Halloween plus enjoy some fun Halloween activities. Wear your 
costumes, bring your friends, and be prepared for lots of fun!  For some ideas type “trunk or treat 
ideas” into your Google search bar. 
 Would you like to help make this a fun event for our children and their friends?  There are 
so many ways you can help.  We need families to decorate their trunks and pass out candy .  We 
will also need help with set up, clean up and our Halloween activities.  Help us make this a great 
event!  To volunteer, contact Mandy Futterleib (mandrake.futter@gmail.com/860-944-1794) or 
sign-up at Fellowship Hour. 

Date Pre K Grades K – 6 Grades 7 – 8 

September 

18 Two Masters 
Luke 16:1-13 

Who wrote the Bible? 

25 Jacob Wrestles 
Genesis 32:22-31 

Is the Bible true? 

October 

2 
  

Adam and Eve 
Genesis 2:4-25 

Children’s Worship and Mission Sunday 

9 Ten Men Healed 
 Luke 17:11-19 

Bible 

16 Jacob Wrestles 
 Genesis 32:22-31 

Bible 

23 The Pharisee and the Tax Collector                                                            
Luke 18:9-14 

Noah 

30 6– 8 grades in Worship/Others will leave church after the Message 
Childcare in Nursery for Children ages 0-3 

mailto:futter.mandrake@gmail.com


Dear First Church, 
Thank you for a wonderful year of field edu-
cation and additional training this past sum-
mer. I appreciate all of the support and love 
that was so freely shared. I’m sad to say I will 
not be joining you for another year as origi-
nally planned. My path has left me to a new 
adventure in finding a place to call home so I 
can continue on the path to discernment. My 
love and prayers will only be with you. 

Rose Nilson 
 

First Church, 
Thank you for all the cards and warm wishes 
and prayers during my recovery. 
Sincerely,                          Hunter DesRocher 
 
Dear First Church friends, 
I have received so much attention—all over a 
fractured femur and concussion! Thanks to 
everyone for flowers, cards, calls, rice pud-
ding, magazines, prayer shawl and, of 
course, prayers. I am healing, one day at a 
time. 
Very fondly,                              David Gardner 
 

Dear First Church, 
Thank you for such a beautiful vase of flowers. 
They certainly brightened up my room as I was 
recovering from a recent injury. As always the 
church has been a caring place for those who 
need a smile or a helping hand. That’s why it is 
such an important part of our lives. 
Blessings to all,                                Betty Jourdan 
 

We’ve Moved! 
Carrie and Scott Burghoff have moved to: 
16 Greendale Drive, Suffield, CT 06078 
 
Amanda and Andrew Hallgren have moved to:  
32 Cornfield Rd., Windsor, CT 06095 

 
Memorial Service Scheduled 

A memorial service celebrating the life of Rev. 
Bob Lane will be held Saturday, October 22 at 11 
a.m. in the meetinghouse. A reception in Nelson 
Hall will follow the service. Memorial donations 
may be made to the Open and Affirming Coalition 
of the United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44115 or by visiting, openandaf-
firming.org or to Friends of Casco Bay, 43        
Slocum Drive, South Portland, ME 04106 or by 
visiting, cascobay.org.  
 

Tom Butterfield—On the Road Again! 

Tom Butterfield made a comeback this summer in 
competitive running in track and road races at 
age 80. In the age 50 to 100 category, Tom came 
in 1st in the 800m race, 2nd in the shot put and 
3rd in the javelin throw at Springfield College. At 
the Nutmeg State Games, in the 80 and over cat-
egory, he came in 2nd in the 400m race, 1st in 
the 800m, and 1st in the 2,000m Steeple Chase. 
He is rated #1 in the country in the 80 and over 
category.  Tom also participated in the Scar-
borough, ME Senior Games where he achieved 
1st or 2nd in many events.  He has run in several 
road races in East Hartford, Newington, Canton 
Lobster Loop and Old Wethersfield, coming in 1st 
in all events; in the latter race he set a course 
record.  It’s been a long road back from a knee 
injury but Tom is right back on 
top. He and Helen enjoy trav-
eling to the various events. 
Congratulations, Tom! 
 

News from our  
Church Community 

The ABC’s of giving electronically to First 
Church in Windsor: 
 

In church: log into FCW2 with password 
FCW12345. Go to our website, 
www.fcwucc.org and select the blue “DONATE 
ONLINE” in the bottom middle of the front 
page. Follow instructions.  
Or text 860-607-1127 for  
debit/credit card donations. 
Or scan the QR code. 
 

From home: Go online to 
our site or enroll in your 
bank’s bill pay service.  
 

Questions: Call the church office or email: 
officemary@fcwucc.org. 

openandaffirming.org
openandaffirming.org
cascobay.org
http://www.fcwucc.org
mailto:officemary@fcwucc.org.


First Church Staff and Contact Information 

Address Service Requested 

the edge 
The First Church in Windsor 
107 Palisado Ave 
Windsor  CT 06095 

Edge articles should be sent to the church office by email by the 15th of each month. Thank you! 

Senior Pastor  

REV. NICOLE GRANT YONKMAN  

pastornicole@fcwucc.org  

Associate Pastor  

REV. CHARLENE CORBETT  

ccorbett@fcwucc.org  

Pastors Emeriti  

REV. F. VAN GORDER PARKER  

REV. RICHARD HANNA HULEATT  

Music Director/Organist  

JANE FROGLEY  

jfrogley@att.net  

Church Administrator  

MARY PHELAN  

officemary@fcwucc.org  

Treasurer  

AUBREY LOOMIS  

aubreyloomis@comcast.net  

Bookkeeper  

MICHELLE WOLTERS  

mwolters@fcwucc.org  

Sexton  

KEN BARANOSKI  

baranoski@sbcglobal.net  

Director, Early Learning Center  

ELITH BOOTHE  

fcearly@yahoo.com  

107 Palisado Ave., Windsor CT 06095 
Phone: 860-688-7229/Fax: 860-688-9408 

Email: officemary@fcwucc.org  
Web: www.fcwucc.org 
Church Office Hours:  

(M-Th) 8:30 to 4:30 p.m. Fr. 8:30 to 12:30 p.m. 

Sunday Church Services 
10 a.m. Service and Church School  

Nursery with Childcare Available 
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