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United Church of Christ—Gathered 1630
An Open and Affirming Community
for All God’s People

Welcome Home!
Sunday, September 11: Worship Returns to 10 a.m. and Church School
Registration Begins. Church School begins on 9/18.
Thursday, September 8 at 7:30 p.m.: Choir Rehearsal Begins (no bells until Oct.)
Sunday, September 18: We celebrate the 60th Birthday of the First Church Early
Learning Center during and after worship.
Wednesday, September 14: A six week Bible study with Pastor Nicole begins at
7 p.m. in the Morrell Room.
Saturday, September 24 at 6:30 p.m.: A Windsor Home Companion. Join Jane
Frogley and friends for a delightful evening of music and more in Nelson Hall.
Sunday, September 25: Outreach Sunday and Neighbors in Need Offering.
Second Hour: Pastor Nicole reports on the “Meet the Minister” gatherings.

September Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:30/10 a.m.
Family Worship
September 4 (9:30 a.m.)
Nicole Grant Yonkman
September 11 (10 a.m.)
Homecoming Sunday
Nicole Grant Yonkman
September 18
Nicole Grant Yonkman
September 25
Char Corbett

NEW! Wednesday Evening Bible Study with
Pastor Nicole
Understanding the Bible: Introduction to biblical criticism
A new team has come together to plan a full range of offerings for Adult Faith Formation. Look for a full schedule soon. The first offering of the year begins Wednesday Sept. 14 at 7 p.m. in the Morrell Room and runs for 6
weeks. Pastor Nicole will lead this series for beginners
and seasoned biblical scholars alike. We will learn to
read the Bible with a critical eye: through the lens of history, language, literary form, and theology. And of
course we will try to figure out what the Bible means for
us today. Please join us! If you have a NRSV Study Bible, like the Oxford Annotated Bible or the Harper Collins
Study Bible, please bring it along. Any questions? Call
or email Pastor Nicole pastornicole@fcwucc.org.

September
Lectionary Lessons
September 4 (16th Sunday after
Pentecost)
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Philemon 1:1-21
Luke 14:25-33
September 11 (17th Sunday after
Pentecost)
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
Psalm 14
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13
September 18 (18th Sunday after
Pentecost)
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13
September 25 (19th Sunday after
Pentecost)
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 90:1-6, 14-16
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

HOMECOMING SUNDAY
9 a.m.: Registration and
breakfast in Nelson Hall
10 a.m.: Worship and last
Faith Quest

CHURCH PICNIC
Sandwiches provided by the
Membership Team
Ice Cream Social sponsored by the Christian Education Board
Please bring a cold side dish to share

From Our Minister
Dear First Church community,
Greetings to you as the summer begins to wind down and the
fall opens up to us. Although I have enjoyed my first Connecticut summer, I am very much looking forward to fall for a few reasons: 1) Fall is my favorite season. 2) Pastor Char will be returning from sabbatical and our staff team will be back to its full
capacity and 3) our busy church program season will begin. In
case you haven’t noticed, I love the buzz or busy-ness, activity,
and the feeling of growth. During the interview process, a member of the search committee asked if I had any concerns. My
answer? “I’m afraid there won’t be enough to do.” It is clear that
there is God’s plenty to do here!
With all of the summer publicity in the local papers about First Church and the new senior
minister (me!), the increased energy, and, yes, a good number of new worship guests, there is a
feeling of hopefulness and anticipation. I hope you will all take advantage of the wonderful opportunity to invite friends and family to check out FCW or check out AGAIN for Homecoming Sunday.
There are a number of new programs that will be starting with Homecoming which are new reasons to reintroduce ourselves to the community.







NEW Church Nursery for children 0-3 years old in a section of the Parker Room.
NEW Children’s Choir Director Emily Courtney (Welcome!)
NEW Wednesday Evening Bible Study with me starting Sept. 14
NEW Church Website which is guest friendly.
NEW senior living worship outreach program through Parish Caring Ministries
NEW Sermon Series on Joseph

On personal note, we are settling into our home in Windsor, which still looks like a work
zone, but a work-in-progress, nonetheless. Fall is a good time for planting, so if you have any divided perennials to share, please let me know! It has been wonderful to have my daughters home
for the summer, but they will be back at school on August 29; Olivia at Miss Porter’s and Fiona at
Williams College. Todd and I are making our modern family work with living apart ½ the week.
We are planning a pulpit exchange soon, so you can all meet.
Shalom blessings to you all! May God’s peace be upon you until we meet again.

Pastor Nicole

Worship Schedule
Sept 4 Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 “Our Purposes Under Heaven” Communion Sunday
Sept 11 Begin Sermon Series on Joseph, Genesis 37:1-11 “Jacob’s Favorite Son” Homecoming
Sept 18 Genesis 37: 12-35 “Joseph sold into slavery”
Happy Birthday to the Early Learning Center!
Sept 25 Genesis 39:1-20 “Joseph in Potiphar’s House”
Meet the Minister Report to the congregation from Pastor Nicole after worship
Oct. 2

Genesis 41:1-36 “Interpreting Pharoah’s Dream” World Communion Sunday
Rev. Dr. Todd Yonkman, guest preacher

Children’s Nursery Care Begins This Fall
Beginning on Homecoming Sunday, we will be offering nursery
care for our babies and toddlers in our new nursery space located
in the Parker Room. Children from birth to 3 will be cared for during
our worship service by our own nursery staff. We want our church
to be welcoming to all family members and our nursery will be a
place where faith formation and nurturing our children begins.
As part of this new offering, we are looking to fill a
part-time, paid position of Nursery Supervisor.
Nursery Supervisor Job Posting:
We are looking for a qualified caregiver to staff and supervise our Nursery on Sundays from 9 a.m.
-12 p.m. Candidates must have previous childcare experience and be eager to nurture our children
with games, stories as well as general care and comfort. Please contact Laurel Pepin (860-4160012, lpepin@comcast.net) or Pastor Nicole Yonkman (860-688-7229 x17) for more information
about the position.

From the Generosity Team
In our church, we call our stewardship committee the “generosity team.” Part of our group’s
mission is coming up with ways to help our congregation understand the ways generosity fuels the
mission and ministries of First Church. Where does pledge money go and what does it do? We
aim to provide some of the answers in our quarterly letters that accompany giving statements,
Edge articles, and church announcements. This fall, we are trying something new.
When we kick off our generosity campaign in October, we’ll have a new tool: a vibrant, personal brochure designed to tell the story of First Church in Windsor. Full of photos of people you
love – and perhaps even a picture of you - the brochure will come to you during Generosity Season. It will highlight how your giving makes a difference to hundreds of people, some you know,
some you don’t. Our friends at Immanuel Congregational Church in Hartford introduced us to this
idea, and we were so moved by their publication, we decided First Church deserves one, too.
As you turn the pages, we hope you’ll feel pride and joy about the ministries of our church –
Christian Education for all ages, Parish Caring Ministries, Youth Service and Ministry, Pastoral
Leadership and Care, and get a better understanding of the administrative and financial costs involved in sustaining our historic campus. We want you to have a good idea of what your giving
supports and why it is important. That is the goal of this brochure. Look for it!
Davida Foy Crabtree, for the Generosity Team (Dorothy Merz, Randy Clark, Deb Berry, Jeff Zirbel)

The ABC’s of giving electronically to First Church in Windsor:
In church: log into FCW2 with password FCW12345. Go to our website,
www.fcwucc.org and select the blue “DONATE ONLINE” in the bottom middle
of the front page. Follow instructions.
Or text 860-607-1127 for debit/credit card donations. Or scan the QR code.
From home: Go online to our site or enroll in your bank’s bill pay service.
Questions: Call the church office or email: officemary@fcwucc.org.

An Evening of Music and Fun for the Whole Family
Have you ever listened to 'A
Prairie Home Companion' on
NPR? If you enjoy that lively
mixture of songs, jokes, skits
and old-fashioned entertainment,
you won't want to miss 'A Windsor Home Companion', coming
to Nelson Hall on Saturday, September 24, starting at 6:30 p.m.
Featuring the musical talents
and glittering personalities of our
First Church community, this will
be an evening to remember! Admission is free, and snacks will
be served. Bring the whole family, bring your friends! Come prepared to laugh, sing along, and
have a great time!

A Note from the Music Director
It's that time again! Mark your calendars for the first Adult Choir rehearsal at 7:30 on Thursday, September 8, in the choir room. Please note: the first Bell Choir rehearsal will not be until
Thursday, October 6 at 6:30, also in the choir room. Both groups are delighted to welcome
new members! Please contact Jane Frogley at jfrogley@att.net for more information!

Coming on Oct. 16 Second Hour
We will have an opportunity to view a
DVD entitled “This is My Voice – To
Whom I May Concern” - a moving testimony by five individuals relating their
personal stories and experiences as
they live with early stage Alzheimer’s
Disease.
Currently there are 200,000 Americans under the age of 65 who are living with this disease so
this will be a valuable look for us inside the minds of these men and women as they share their
thoughts for family, care givers and friends about what it’s like to live with this disease and other illnesses that cause memory loss and confusion. Following the DVD, Dr. Maureen Matthews, a nurse, psychotherapist and founder of the organization To Whom I May Concern, will
facilitate a discussion.
Won’t you join Parish Caring Ministries on October 16 as we explore this timely topic?

From the Faith Formation Team
September 2016
Important dates – Mark your calendars:
September 4: – Final Faith Quest
September 11: – Homecoming Sunday followed by picnic lunch and Ice
Cream Social
September 17: – Teacher Training Workshop
September 18: – First day of Church School Classes
We want to give a great big thank you to everyone who helped with VBS. It was such a
fun week culminating in a great worship service on VBS Sunday.
It’s a new Church School year at FCW. Our year begins on Homecoming Sunday, September 11 with church school registration and breakfast, family worship, and a pot-luck lunch for
the whole congregation afterward. We look forward to starting a very exciting year with all of our
children and families – please join us and get your children registered. Can’t make it before worship? Don’t worry, we will have our registration form online this year, as well.
Our outdoor family movie nights were so much fun, we hope to have another as we approach the fall season. Watch your email inboxes and Facebook for more details.
A very happy birthday to all of our youth celebrating birthdays in September: Audrey
Michaud, Shaylin Cole, Charlotte Michaud, Riley Cole, Hudson Berry, and Jillian
Goldberg

The UCC National Youth Event was held in Orlando, FL,
last week and over 80 participants from the CT Conference
were in attendance. The event drew 3000 youth from UCC
and Disciples of Christ congregations as well as international visitors. This experience was an opportunity for youth to
grow in faith, leadership, service, and justice. Youth were
challenged to believe in themselves, to think how their uniqueness can be a gift to the world,
and to be bold. For more information, click here.

The Seeking Disciples Confirmation Class Orientation is September 20

If you are a young person entering 9th grade or higher and have not been previously confirmed,
you are invited to join the upcoming Seeking Disciples confirmation class. If
you are curious about your faith, the Bible, the UCC, what it means to do mission in the world or the practice of spirituality in your everyday life, then this is
the group for you. This group is open to any high school youth who has not
previously been confirmed even if you have never participated in our Church
School programs. The orientation for youth, parents and mentors will be held
on Sunday, September 20, at 8:45 a.m. in Nelson Hall. For more information,
please contact Pastor Nicole or the church

2016 Peace Camp
Vacation Bible School was a wonderful week full of arts and crafts, music, fun and laughter.
We had 15 VBS campers and many helpers.
“Who is our neighbor” was the main theme. Is our neighbor a sister or brother? Could a neighbor be someone that we don’t like at all? According to the Good Samaritan story that Jesus told, a
neighbor could be someone that you do not get along with. Jesus gave the example of the Jews and
Samaritans who did not get along. Years of hatred was built up between the two groups so much
that they were not even allowed to speak with one another. Jesus said to love our neighbor as ourselves, no matter how difficult it may be. Peace camp emphasized being a peacemaker and what
peace means. What words are associated with peace and how we can bring peace into a nonpeaceful world. Our children acted out a skit that was based on the “Good Samaritan.” I think whenever they see gummy worms, they will be forever reminded of this important message of loving your
neighbor.
Our sanctuary had amazing creatures of all kinds! Each week at Faith Quest, Diane Dwelling
took the time to have the children create owls, snakes, turtles and other animals that would be used
to decorate the peace pond. The sanctuary was completely transformed by the time it was finished.
Arts and crafts were a lot of fun; there were peace prayer boxes, prayer rocks and friendship
bracelets, along with many more art projects, cleverly taught by Charlotte and April Michaud. Thanks
to David Futterleib who came in and taught the children about Buddhist style peace prayer flags. Did
you know that prayer flags are designed with colors and pictures? They are hung up and allowed to
blow in the wind. It is believed that when they have lost their color, the prayer that was on them has
been released into the air.
You may have caught a glimpse of them on the side of
the church right after VBS.
Peace camp had four songs, all with hand or
dance movements. Some days the children enjoyed
drumming on drums and playing other musical instruments to go along with a song during free time. Each
day held a surprise activity, led by Mandy Futterleib:
outdoor scavenger hunts, Imagine the World with
Peace coloring activities, peace puzzles and other fun
things. One of the coolest things about VBS (in my
opinion) were the special peace camp t-shirts, designed by the talented creative Mandy.
It sure was a fun week at VBS but it would not
have been successful without everyone who put in a
little or a lot of time. It certainly made a difference! Rose Nilson, Summer Ministry Intern

Neighbors in Need
Our Collection Begins on Outreach Sunday, September 25

Refugee Family Update
Last May several local parishes, a mosque, and various individuals who had joined together to sponsor a refugee family welcomed that family of five to Bloomfield. Much planning
and generosity went into the preparations. The family is living in an apartment in Bloomfield,
learning the complexities of life in America. The dad, Fadi, is a pastry chef and has found a job
at a Hartford restaurant—a really big deal. Son Hamedi is 10 and has gone to summer school
and is now attending a soccer camp daily. He is already starting to translate a little for his mom,
Eman. She is a bright young woman who is being tutored in English at home by the ESL team
including our own Jean Kelly. The little ones, Farah (two) and Noursham (5 months) seem to be
thriving.
There is interest in sponsoring another family here in Windsor with First Church taking the
lead. This will require a large team and perhaps a combined effort with other congregations or
community groups. If this is something you are interested in, please speak to Jean Kelly, the
McLeans, Pastor Nicole, or myself.
Marilyn Boehm – maboehm@comcast.net, 860-688-6987

WHOW Holds Successful Food Collection Drive for Food and Fuel Bank
WHOW (Windsor Houses of Worship including
members from First Church), a volunteer group
that is comprised of members of Windsor’s
faith-based institutions, held the summer collection to remind the public that food donations
for hungry people are needed all year long,
and not just during the November-December
holidays. Before and during the concert, audience members donated hundreds of canned
and boxed nonperishable food items and personal care products to WHOW volunteers and
representatives of the Windsor Food & Fuel
Bank. In addition, several people donated cash
or checks for the cause.

Women’s Club Programs for 2016-2017
The Women’s Club starts a new season of wonderful programs. We meet on every second Tuesday of the month, at noon in Nelson Hall. We bring our own sandwiches. Coffee, tea
and finger desserts are provided. To make preparation and cleanup easier for the hostesses
we ask everyone to bring their own plates, cups and utensils. Our annual dues of $15 and a
$2 donation at each meeting help with the cost of programs and food. We look forward to another year of enjoyable gatherings and we extend a warm welcome to all. If you are not on a
calling list, please call the hostess of the month if you plan to attend so we have seats and
food for everyone.
September 13: Jane Frogley “My Heart and Voice I’ll Raise: Music in Colonial Life” A
look at the role music played in the lives of our forefathers and foremothers, with readings
and songs. Hostess: Janet Graves (860-298-0784)
October 11: Kevin Bates “China x 3” Hostess: Heather Renaud (860-688-5091)
November 8: LTC US Army Ret. James McColgan “Windsor War Veterans”
Hostesses: Ginny Lougee (860-688-9236) and Elaine Brophy (860-688-5682)
December 13: Colleen Olson, Joanne Coghill and Janet Graves “Stories of
Christmas Songs” Hostess: Lorraine Wells (860-688-8400)
January 10: “The Snowman” Video Hostess: TBD

February 14: Pastor Char Corbett “Beyond Acadia to Zion—National Parks Trip”
Hostesses: Helen Davenport-Senuta (860-285-8694) and Joan Scroggs: (860-219-9048)
March 14: Sue and Bill Warner-Prouty “W-P’s at Tea—Trip to England”
Hostess: Andrea Schnure (860-623-2385)
April 11: Allyson Gillette “India, Yoga and Beyond”
Hostesses: Polly Ellis (860-688-5949), Sue Keirstead (860-688-6548) and Edie O’Donnell
(860-688-8861)
First Church Women’s Club Executive Board 2016-2017
Co-Chairs
Beth Horlitz and Helen Davenport-Senuta
Corres. Secretary
Elaine Brophy
Treasurer
Beth Horlitz
Chaplain
Jan Dagenhart and Edie O’Donnell
Program Directors
Joanne Coghill, Janet Graves and Colleen Olson
Council Representative Helen Davenport-Senuta
EDGE Reporter
Beth Horlitz

TIME TO CELEBRATE OUR 60TH BIRTHDAY!!!!
On Sunday, September 18 we will celebrate the First Church Early Learning Center’s
th
60 Birthday! First Church Early Learning Center will have an Open House where all are welcome as we host coffee hour then have activities and more in the school for children of all ages
and their families.
In 1956, the First Church Women’s Club Bridge group started First Church Nursery
School as a cooperative preschool (with parent participants). Over the years, the school has
evolved into a program that has worked with hundreds of families to provide their children with
the best foundation for a lifetime of learning. Please join us as we celebrate First Church Early
Learning Center; the past, the present, and the future!
As the school year begins, we are excited to welcome the new
children and parents who have joined our First Church Early Learning
Center family. During the course of the year, the children will have opportunities to investigate the world around them. Their experiences will
enhance their development in areas such as science, math, social studies, and literacy. According to the National Education Association, studies have shown that
children who participate in early education programs prior to the age of five have significant
long term benefits. FCELC has been able to provide scholarship money to families based on
income levels that we have received from Box Tops for Education. Please feel free to donate
Box Tops to First Church Early Learning Center as we aim to continue helping the children of
the families in our community. You’ll find Box Tops on many of the products you buy.

Calling All Book Buddies: Current and New!
As we are preparing for another school year of our Book
Buddy mission, we are in the midst of compiling our list of volunteers.
We have asked you to prayerfully consider remaining on our list if
you have volunteered in the past and are asking new volunteers. We
will need to expand our adult book buddy roster in order to continue
our partnership with the Simpson-Waverly School in Hartford and our
own Early Learning Center. Thankfully, we have already added several new volunteers on our list, but we would love to have more! Last
year classes at Simpson were very small, but this year, they may increase in number of students.
We donate three new hardcover kindergarten or nursery
school books per school year to foster a love of reading in students
who, otherwise, do not have access to books. If you would like more detailed information,
please call or email us. Also, we will have an information and sign-up table set up after worship
on Sunday, September 18. Again, many thanks to you for the continuing success of this mission! Andrea Schnure (anschnure@aol.com / 860-683 2385) Ginny Drapeau
(ginnymd16@gmail.com 860-219-9388)

News from our
Church Community
Dear First Church Family
Thank you all for your prayers, get well
cards, telephone calls, flowers and food following my recent surgery for a newly implanted pacemaker and defibrillator. It is truly a
blessing to have such caring people in our
community.
God bless you all,
Bob Lougee
To Parish Caring Ministries,
Please thank the church school children for
the beautiful cards they send me on special
holidays and occasions. I’m very happy here
in Virginia close to my family but I will always
treasure my membership in First Church, my
friends there and all the happy memories.
Please let the little ones know how much I
enjoy their cards.
Sincerely,
Marion Nielsen
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for the beautiful bouquets that were delivered to me during and
after my recent hospitalization. They are
lovely and remind me of the love and faith of
our wonderful church. Thank you also for the
cards, calls and emails. Your prayers and
concern have gone a long way to speed my
recovery. I’m looking forward to getting back
to church and seeing you all.
Blessings,
Andrea Schnure
Dear First Church,
Thank you very much for the scholarship I
received. I’m extremely grateful have been a
part of the congregation and had the opportunity to get to know so many people. Truly
my experiences here will remain in my mind
for quite some time. From attending potluck
to confirmation class, First Church and its
congregation has moved my faith onwards
and upwards.
Thank you again,
James Pinckney

Dear Music Committee,
Thank you for awarding me a music scholarship
this year from the Lucille Parker scholarship. I
enjoy playing music and this will help me continue my cello lessons. I would love to play for
First Church and look forward to it.
Sincerely,
Mike Hoffman

Deaths
Rev. Bob Lane passed away peacefully on
August 14. A service will be held on October 22
at 11 a.m. at First Church.
Betsey Blaisdell passed away on July 31. A
service in her memory was held on August 4
followed by a reception. Rev. Nicole Grant
Yonkman officiated.

RECYCLE READING





8th Annual
Used Book Sale Fundraiser
Saturday, November 5, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Nelson Hall, Parish House
It’s time to go through your family library and bag collection to sort out
those items you no longer need.
 Books, videos, CD’s, DVDs, jigsaw puzzles are all welcome.
 No old textbooks or magazines,
please.
Please do not donate any items that you
would like returned to you; we will dispose of
unsold material.
Grocery bags or shopping bags are needed
for customers.

Donations Drop-off October 29,
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. in Nelson Hall
To arrange to bring your donations at another
time or if you need someone to pick up your
Donations, call the church office, 860-688-7229
Volunteers are needed to make this a successful fundraiser for First Church: helpers to
set up and clean up, book sorters, drivers to
pick up donations and cashiers.
For more information or to offer your help,
please contact Betsy Kenneson by email
betsy.kenneson@gmail.com or by home phone,
860-688-8070.

First Church Staff and Contact Information
Senior Pastor
REV. NICOLE GR ANT YONKM AN
pastornicole@fcw ucc.org
Associate Pastor
REV. CHARLENE CORBETT
ccorbett@fcw ucc.org
Pastors Emeriti
REV. F. V AN GORDER PARKER
REV. RICHARD HANNA HULEATT
Music Director/Organist
JANE FROGLEY
jfrogley@att.net

Church Administrator
M ARY PHELAN
officemary@fcwucc.org
Sunday Church Services
9:30 a.m. Service and Church School
(10 a.m. beginning September 11)
Nursery with Childcare Available

Treasurer
AUBREY LOOMIS
aubreyloomis@comcast.net
Bookkeeper
MICHELLE WOLTERS
mwolters@fcwucc.org
Sexton
KEN BARANOSKI
baranoski@sbcglobal.net
Director, Early Learning Center
ELITH BOOTHE
fcearly@yahoo.com
107 Palisado Ave., Windsor CT 06095
Phone: 860-688-7229/Fax: 860-688-9408
Email: officemary@fcwucc.org
Web: www.fcwucc.org
Church Office Hours:
(M-Th) 8:30 to 4:30 p.m. Fr. 8:30 to 12:30 p.m.

Edge articles should be sent to the church office by email by the 15th of each month.
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