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Friday, August 5: Family Movie Night Under the Stars.  
Our movie is “Angry Birds” and begins, 

 rain or shine, at 8 p.m. 
 

Sunday, August 7: Vacation Bible School Sunday: our campers participate in 
leading worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

the edge 

United Church of Christ—Gathered 1630 

An Open and Affirming Community  

for All God’s People 



August Worship Schedule 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
Family Worship  

 
August 7 

Nicole Grant Yonkman 
 

August 14 
Nicole Grant Yonkman 

 
August 21 

Davida Foy Crabtree 
 

August 28 
Nicole Grant Yonkman 

 

August 
Lectionary Lessons 

August 7 (12th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 
 
August 14 (13th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 
 
August 21 (14th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 
 
August 28 (15th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 

The Seeking Disciples Confirmation Class 
If you are a young person entering 
9

th
 grade or higher and have not 

been previously confirmed, you 
are invited to join the upcoming 
Seeking Disciples confirmation 
class.  If you are curious about 
your faith, the Bible, the UCC, 
what it means to do mission in the 
world or the practice of spirituality 
in your everyday life, then this is the group for you.  
This group is open to any high school youth who has 
not previously been confirmed, even if you have nev-
er participated in our Church School programs.  The 
orientation for youth, parents and mentors will be held 
on Sunday, September 18, at 8:45 a.m. in Nelson 
Hall.  For more information, please contact Pastor  
Nicole (pastornicole@fcwucc.org or 860-688-7228, 
x17) or the church office by August 31.  
 

The Convenience of Electronic Giving 
 First Church in Windsor wants to remind you 
that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate 
your regular offering.  Electronic giving offers conven-
ience for members and friends and provides much-
needed donation consistency for our congregation. 
 Online giving lets you go to  
http://fcwucc.org/site/generosity/ at any time to set up 
an automatic donation plan, change 
your donation plan, make a one-time 
donation or view your online donation 
history. Our QR code is an even simpler 
way to get to the donation page. Down-
load the free QR code app to your 
phone to use.  
 Direct Debit giving is used to automatically trans-

fer funds from your checking or savings account 
to the church’s bank account. 

 Credit and Debit card giving lets you make offer-
ings automatically on a predetermined schedule 
using a credit or debit card.  The church incurs a 2
-3% fee for Credit or Debit Card transactions. 

 Through our vendor, Vanco Payment Solu-
tions, your transactions will be handled with the high-
est privacy standards currently available in the indus-
try. 
 As you contemplate future contributions, 
please consider electronic giving.  Additional infor-
mation is available from the church office. 

mailto:pastornicole@fcwucc.org
http://fcwucc.org/site/generosity/C:/Users/Mary/Documents/Adobe


From Pastor Nicole 
 
Dear Church family and friends, 
 So much has happened in our world since our last Edge, and it 
has caused many of our community to question “Where is God in the 
midst of this?”  In keeping with the belief that even in the midst of great 
grief and tragedy, God is able to bring goodness and redemption, First 
Church in Windsor has been responding.  After the mass shooting in 
Orlando, FCW became a sacred place of community hope when we hosted the Interfaith Candle-
light Vigil on June 19.  Imam Sami Aziz from the Bloomfield Muslim Community Center and 
mosque, William Gleason from Hairdresser on Fire, Claudia Jones from FCW, and Katie Halek as 
a community organizer all spoke eloquently about our need to come together.  It was a great mo-
ment.  What was amazing to me, was that FCW was already primed and prepared to play the role 
of host and community builder.  In continuation of our mission to build support and understanding 
with our Muslim neighbors, we had posted signs “To our Muslim Neighbors, Blessed Ramadan.”  
In preparation for our first “Open and Affirming” themed Sunday worship, we had hung a rainbow 
flag on our church.  The Deacons recognized that this moment in our community needed us, and 
they stepped up in a big way.  We were fully present to the community to offer a time to process 
our grief, and begin to come together in true solidarity.   
 I believe we cannot underestimate the impact of this event in the life of the church.  There 
has been a coming together, a palpable energy, a feeling of beginning to coalesce around a com-
mon vision for the future.  It’s a beautiful thing.  As we move forward together, let us notice these 
moments when feel the presence of God upon our community and that we are the hands and feet, 
eyes and ears of Jesus to those who need it most.  Let’s try to do more of that.  When we do, our 
church will start to really move.  Windsor has already taken notice, with articles in the Windsor 
Journal, and the Hartford Courant.  I have been meeting with community leaders and making 
plans for outreach.  Several newspapers are also featuring stories about my new role at FCW in 
the coming weeks.  Things are definitely happening! 
  

For the month of August, we continue our “Favorite Bible Stories” series, including a won-
derful celebration of Vacation Bible School. 

 
 Finally, on a personal note, we finally moved on July 6

th
 to 101 Hillcrest in Windsor.  We are 

still doing some renovations on the home, so things will be in disarray for a while still.  Thanks for 
the help and welcomes to the community.   
 
Shalom blessings to you, 
 
Pastor Nicole 
 

Worship Schedule 
 
July 31 Favorite Bible Stories: Matthew 25: 31-46 “The ABC’s of Me” 
August 7 Vacation Bible School Sunday  “World Peace and the Good Samaritan” 
August 14 Micah 6:6-8  “What is Required” 
August 21 Rev. Davida Crabtree, preaching 
August 28 Romans 8:35-39 “Un-separated” 
September 4 Ecclesiastes 3:1-13  “Our Purposes Under Heaven” 



 land. Only 20 senior pastors have served at First Church in its 386-year history, a remarkably low number 
given the church’s legacy. Reverend Grant Yonkman told the Windsor Journal that she is very honored to 
be the first woman senior pastor at First Church in Windsor, following clerics who have left their mark in the 
history of Christianity in America. “It feels like big shoes to step into, and I'm not always sure what people 
expect, but so far it's been a wonderful experience,” she said. “I've been very much welcomed and feel very 
part of the community already.” While the Founders of the church would have been very surprised to see a 
woman in charge – to put it mildly – the new senior pastor agreed, one of the strengths of First Congrega-
tional, she noted, is that it is not afraid to say “Maybe we got it wrong before, but this is who we are now, 
and we are still relevant for the community.” “I think maybe that was part of the congregation's thinking by 
calling in a minister who was not exactly the same as all the others,” she said, “as they wanted to step out 
in faith and they knew that they needed to expand their horizons, and think about their future in a new 
way.” The focus of much of Rev. Grant Yonkman's work in Providence was to provide leadership as the 
church was trying to figure out how to evolve in the modern multi-racial, and multi-cultural environment. 
“That was a really rich and wonderful experience that spoke to the community that the city has become,” 
she said. Is she going to move the church in the same direction in Windsor, the newspaper asked? “I am 
not a person that tries to impose my will,” she responded. “I am trying to find out. That is something the 
congregation wants to reflect on, and they are not there yet, and they are trying to figure out how to be a 
more effective witness in this place.” First Church in Windsor, a member congregation of the United Church 
of Christ (UCC), is an open and affirming church, welcoming people of any age, marital status, sexual ori-
entation, nationality, and mental, emotional or physical challenge. The church is a host site of UCC Racial 
Justice Training in southern New England, has been active in refugee resettlement, sends youth service 
trips to repair homes damaged in natural disasters, and hosts community forums on topics including “Our 
Muslim Neighbors,” which recently drew 45 guests to the church’s social center, Nelson Hall. Rev. Grant 
Yonkman lives in Windsor with her husband, Todd, and their teenage daughters, Olivia and Fiona. She 
shares pastoral duties with First Church’s associate pastor, the Rev. Charlene Corbett, who will lead a 
youth service trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation, in Pine Ridge, S.D., this summer.               

Reprinted by permission from The Windsor Journal 

“I’m excited about the opportunity to join a list 
of distinguished pastors, some of whom 
served First Church for forty years,” says Rev. 
Nicole Grant Yonkman, who recently moved 
to Windsor with her family after serving as co-
pastor with her husband, Rev. Todd 
Yonkman, at Beneficent Congregational 
Church in downtown Providence. “First 
Church is a welcoming place that respects 
people wherever they are in their faith journey, 
and I invite everyone in our community to 
come and experience our message of justice, 
progressiveness and compassion.” Founded 
in 1630 by Puritans who sailed from England 
on The Mary and John to exercise their reli-
gious freedom in the colony of Massachusetts, 
First Church has a long legacy of breaking the 
mold. After settling briefly in Dorchester, 
Mass., in 1635 the founders moved to Wind-
sor, known for its brisk fur trade and fertile  



Children and Youth Faith Formation 
The CE Board and the Faith Formation Team would like to express heartfelt thanks to every-
one who has volunteered to teach, assist in the classrooms and monitor for the upcoming 
Church School year.  We truly appreciate all the help we receive; our Church School program 
flourishes when we all work together. Thank you!  
 
Homecoming Sunday 
Sunday, September 11 is Homecoming Sunday and marks the beginning of our church school 
year.  Registration and volunteer sign-up for Church School will run from 9-10 a.m. in Nelson 
Hall.  Breakfast and coffee will be served while you enjoy fellowship and enroll your children in 
the 2016-17 church school program.  Can’t make it before worship?   Don’t worry, we will 
have our registration form online this year as well. Also on Homecoming Sunday, the congre-
gation is invited to join us for an Ice Cream Social hosted by the CE Board. Following the wor-
ship service, please come for ice cream and fellowship in Nelson Hall. 
 
Teacher Training 
Volunteers please mark your calendars!  Saturday, September 17 will be our teacher training.  
Training will run from 9 -11 a.m.  Breakfast and childcare will be provided.  Get to know your 
teaching team and get prepared for an exciting year in the FCW Church School Program. 
 
Family Nights 
Our Family Movie Nights were such a success this summer that we will continue Family 
Nights through the fall.  Watch for dates and activities. Got a suggestion for a fun, family activ-
ity?  Let us know.  Contact Mandy Futterleib (futter.mandrake@gmail.com) or a member of 
the CE Board. We would love to hear your ideas. 
 
New Nursery Space 
The CE Board, Prudential Board and staff have been working hard with several volunteers to 
bring our nursery space to fruition.  We hope to have a warm, welcoming space set aside for 
our youngest members this fall.   Would you like to help us get set-up or volunteer one Sun-
day a month to be a nursery attendant?  Let us know. Contact Mandy Futterleib 
(futter.mandrake@gmail.com) or a member of the CE Board for details. 
 
 

Leila Vazquez and Nathan Mascola 
 
 
 

Important Dates 
August 1-5 – Vacation Bible School Peace Camp, 9:30 a.m. to noon 

 
August 7 – Vacation Bible School Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

 
September 11 – Homecoming Sunday, 10 a.m. Church school begins – don’t forget to come 

early to register and volunteer.  Ice Cream Social after the church service.  
Pastor Char returns from her sabbatical! 

 
September 17 – Teacher Training, 9-11 a.m.  

mailto:futter.mandrake@gmail.com
mailto:futter.mandrake@gmail.com


Generosity 
 

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways, 
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples,  
wandering in their separate ways? 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 
We your people, ours the journey, now and ever,  

now and ever, now and evermore. 
--New Century Hymnal #391 

 

 As we enter this new era of our beloved church’s life, 
many small changes will become part of our life together.  One of those will take place this fall 
as your Generosity Team leads us in our pledge campaign. Our discussions the past two years 
have focused very much on how important we are to one another as a faith community where 
we hope we are not “wandering in our separate ways”.  Because community and relationship 
are so important to us all (even the loners among us affirm the way they feel cared for!), we 
want to emphasize that in the way we invite your giving. So this fall, we will begin a process of 
visiting each other to share our stories of our own relationship to our church and to one another. 
About one third of our homes will receive visitors this year, and more in coming years. Don’t 
worry: it won’t be a “hard sell” approach, but a gentle nurturing reminder of our care for one an-
other and for our church! 
 For some of us, talking about money and giving comes naturally. For others, it is discon-
certing and for some offensive. Yet we in the Christian church know that Jesus taught more 
about money than any other matter, way more than sex, for instance! Many of us were taught in 
our youth that money matters are private, and of course we respect that. It is also true that the 
ability to talk about giving enhances our spiritual journey and leads us closer to God and Christ, 
for giving is at the core of the Christian identity.  We are looking forward to this new way of invit-
ing one another to give generously to sustain and grow our church as we move into the new di-
mensions of our life together! 
 

Parish Caring Ministries 
 Please save the date: The Parish Caring Council will host a Second Hour on Parish 
Caring Sunday (October 16) with a showing of a DVD entitled "To Whom I May Concern".  This 
DVD captures the stories of people with early-stage Alzheimer's and educates the care partners 
and care providers about the inside experience of what it's like to live with Alzheimer's Disease 
or any other illnesses that cause memory loss and confusion.  Following the show-
ing will be a discussion facilitated by Maureen Matthews, PhD, RN, and member of 
the First Congregational Church of Stamford.  We hope that you will save the date 
and stay tuned in the next issue of the Edge for additional information about this 
program.  
 Alternative Contact Information:  Our church directory is being revised to include  
email and cell phone numbers (if provided).  Please consider providing these alternative modes 
of communication for the next directory, as it can be helpful.  In terms of Parish Caring, it is ex-
tremely beneficial to have alternative ways to reach out to see if we can better serve the needs 
of our church members, especially in an emergency. 
 
 Hospitalizations: If you or a loved one are scheduled for surgery or are suddenly 
hospitalized, please contact the church office or let your family members know they should con-
tact the church. This allows the pastors and Parish Caring Ministries team to offer help and sup-
port during your hospitalization and convalescence. 

 



You Are Welcome Here 
Several weeks ago, a few folks met with Pastor Nicole to talk about ways to increase the visi-
bility of First Church in the community and beyond.  We were concerned that the word was not 
getting out that we are a very special Open and Affirming congregation that values, respects 
and honors all people.  At the same time, we were feeling that our own First Church families 
with children, youngsters and teens were not being served as well as they might be.  There 
was so much to think about and it was hard to know where to start.  Here are a few ideas that 
we’re considering: 
 
 Upgrading our website, making it more vibrant with pictures of parishioners (taken during 

Christian Education Sunday.)  We will specifically invite people we know to join us for wor-
ship and tell them why they may want to be part of this vital community.  This is a big un-
dertaking but it is beginning. 

 Creating a Youth Zone in conference room 2 (former library), where kids can go during cof-
fee hour so that parents may have some adult time with friends after worship.  This work is 
done except for finding the right type of furniture to lounge in.  If you have something you 
think might work, please call the church office. 

 Giving a small loaf of Friendship Bread to new folks that worship with us on Sunday morn-
ing.  These loaves could be easy, quick breads that would be delivered to homes by parish-
ioners who might enjoy getting involved in this small way.  Please call Sue Williams (688-
1038.) 

 Creating a tag phrase like this…#LOVE FIRST.  This takes into consideration our families 
and our values.  It might also be read as “Love at First (Church.)  We think this is who we 
are and want to continue to be. 

 Establishing a nursery in the church.  As part of the outreach to our young families, we are 
creating an infant area in part of the Parker Room to be ready in September. 

 Publicly recognizing and supporting other religions. You may have seen our “RAMADAN 
BLESSINGS” signs as part of our genuine care of our Muslim neighbors. 

 Proudly displaying our open and affirming flag.  In response to the horrendous killings in        
Orlando, First Church hosted a town-wide service and now displays the rainbow banner 
outside the church. 

 
We will be looking for more volunteers to join us in the months to come.  Thank you in advance 
for your participation!  Pastor Nicole Yonkman, Stephanie Stone, Steve Porcaro, April Vines, 
Sue Williams 
 
 

Photography Discussion Group: Monday August 1 
 You are invited to join others from First Church who like to make photographs.  At our 

first meeting we enjoyed each sharing a photograph.  Two of us brought 
fascinating larger samples from our collections.  We will meet Monday 
evening, August 1, at 7 p.m. at Lowell and Julie Fewster’s home, 1255 
Windsor Avenue. 
 If you wish, create and bring a photo of any aspect of the First 
Church meetinghouse, about how you see it.  Think about what values, 
spiritual and other, it suggests to you.  In addition or instead, you can bring 
a photograph that says something for you about why you make photo-
graphs. For questions, or more information, contact Lowell Fewster at  
lfewster@earthlink.net or 860-683-0308.   

mailto:lfewster@earthlink.net




Outreach Board 
 The Outreach Board is reaching out this summer with site visits to organizations we sup-
port in the larger community.  On July 13, Joyce Ward, Colleen Olson and I visited the summer 
school site sponsored by the Christian Activities Council which we support with $1,000 annually.  
This year they have introduced the Freedom School concept, developed by the Children’s De-
fense Fund with an emphasis on reading and enrichment.  It was exciting and inspirational to see 
the engagement of the kids and staff through music, movement, drumming and response. The 
next visit will be to Hands on Hartford on July 27 to hear about its activities.   
 Windsor Cares is a community group who are using our kitchen on Wednesdays to make 
sandwiches for the homeless in Hartford; a member of Outreach Board is assisting them each 
week.  In addition we have active links to seven other programs, some of which were begun by 
the Board and are now independent, such as Book Buddies, Refugee Resettlement, Shelter 
Meals and Covenant to Care.   
 We are looking forward to Outreach Sunday on September 25, so be on the lookout for 
the Neighbors in Need offering envelopes coming in early September.  

Marilyn Boehm, for the Board of Christian Outreach 
 

Back-to-School Backpacks 
We will be coordinating with Vacation Bible School for the Covenant to Care back-
pack collection.  VBS campers will be collecting school supplies during the week of 
August 1-5 and on Sunday, August 7. However, you can bring in items to the 
church office or narthex up until Sunday, August 21. Please consider helping chil-
dren being covered by Covenant to Care DCF social workers.  

 
Book Buddy News 

 We wrapped up another successful year in June with our last Book Buddy visits to the kin-
dergarteners at the Simpson-Waverly School in Hartford and to the four year olds at our own 
Early Learning Center. As always, the students were good audiences for our read-aloud ses-
sions, and grateful receivers of their books. Thank you for your continued generosity with your 
book donations. 
 As we think about continuing our Book Buddy mission for the up-coming school year, we 
will begin by sending each of you an email (later in the summer) asking you to prayerfully consid-
er remaining on our list of adult book donors. We would like to have enough folks on our list to be 
enabled to continue both our partnership with the Simpson-Waverly kindergartens and our newer 
partnership at the Early Learning Center. Last year, the Simpson classes were small in size, so 
that we were able to cover both schools. Next year, their classes are apt to be much larger. So, 
we will need as many adult volunteers as possible.  

Calling All Book Buddies Current and New!!! 
 We would love to be able to retain our current list of volunteers plus add new ones. If you 
would like to become a Book Buddy (basically, donating 3 new hardcover, kindergarten-level 
books per year to help foster a love of reading in students who, otherwise, do not have access to 
books) please email or call us for more information. We will also have an in-
formation table set up after church on a few Sundays in September. 
 
Many thanks and blessings to all! 
Andrea Schnure (anschnure@aol.com  860-683-2385) 
Ginny Drapeau   (ginnymd16@gmail.com  860-219-9388) 

http://christianactivities.org/
http://www.handsonhartford.org/
http://covenanttocare.org/new/
http://www.ucc.org/nin
mailto:anschnure@aol.com
mailto:ginnymd16@gmail.com


 

Women’s Club Programs for 2016-2017 
 The Women’s Club starts a new season of wonderful programs.  We meet on every 
second Tuesday of the month at noon in Nelson Hall.  We bring our own sandwiches.         
Coffee, tea and finger desserts are provided.  To make preparation and cleanup easier for 
the hostesses we ask everyone to bring their own plates, cups and utensils.  Our annual 
dues of $15 and a $2 donation at each meeting help with the cost of programs and food.  
We look forward to another year of enjoyable gatherings and we extend a warm welcome to 
all.  If you are not on a calling list, please call the hostess of the month if you plan to attend 
so we have seats and food for everyone. 

 
September 13:  Jane Frogley “My Heart and Voice I’ll Raise: Music in Colonial Life” 
A look at the role music played in the lives of our forefathers and foremothers, with read-
ings and songs. Hostess: Janet Graves (860-298-0784) 
 
October 11:  Kevin Bates “China x 3” Hostess: Heather Renaud (860-688-5091) 
 
November 8:  LTC US Army Ret. James Mccolgan “Windsor War Veterans”  
Hostesses: Ginny Lougee (860-688-9236) and Elaine Brophy (860-688-5682) 
 
December 13:  Colleen Olson, Joanne Coghill and Janet Graves “Stories of           
Christmas Songs” Hostess: Lorraine Wells (860-688-8400) 
 
January 10:  “The Snowman” Video Hostess: TBD 
 
February 14: Pastor Char Corbett “Beyond Acadia to Zion—National Parks Trip” 
Hostesses: Helen Davenport-Senuta (860-285-8694) and Joan Scroggs: (860-219-9048) 
 
March 14:  Sue and Bill Warner-Prouty “W-P’s at Tea—Trip to England” 
Hostess: Andrea Schnure (860-623-2385) 
 
April 11:  Allyson Gillette “India, Yoga and Beyond” 
Hostesses: Polly Ellis (860-688-5949), Sue Keirstead (860-688-6548) and Edie        
O’Donnell (860-688-8861) 

 
First Church Women’s Club Executive Board 2016-2017 

Co-Chairs   Beth Horlitz and Helen Davenport-Senuta 
Corres. Secretary    Elaine Brophy 
Treasurer   Beth Horlitz 
Chaplain   Jan Dagenhart and Edie O’Donnell 
Program Directors  Joanne Coghill, Janet Graves and Colleen Olson 
Council Representative Helen Davenport-Senuta 
EDGE Reporter  Beth Horlitz 



Celebrating young leaders  
(below is an exerpt from a news article written by Debby Kirk, 

CT UCC Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. For the 
complete article go to  

http://www.ctucc.org/news/20160629_tawg.html) 
 
 “For several years, the CT UCC has held an 
annual retreat for our program called 
"TAWFG" (Talking About Working For God) for youth 
because we believe it is important for youth who are 
interested in ministry have a space to connect with 
one another,” said The Rev. Da Vita McCallister, Associate Conference Minister for Leadership 
and Vitality. “The TAWFG apprenticeship program is a new initiative that reflects our CTUCC 
commitment to identify, affirm, network, and equip leaders.”   Five gifted young people were 
matched with local pastors as a way to help them explore their call to ministry, including our own 
Lauren Dube. 
 In addition to the job shadow component, the youth received Racial Justice training, attend-
ed the Youth Revival, had a tour at Hartford Seminary, and met with the Rev. Michelle Hughes, 
Associate Conference Minister for Transitions, to hear about the various pathways to ministry. 
 The program culminated with a celebration on June 21 as youth shared their reflections.  
They spoke with honesty, humor, and wisdom about their time working with host pastors.  Youth 
also created and performed an original song entitled “Still Speaking” that includes this refrain: 
 
 And I’m called to love all God’s people. 

Yes, I’m called, but to what I can’t say 
But I know that God is still speaking 
And I… I am still listening 

 
 Lauren Dube of First Church in Windsor had a rich experience at First Church of Christ, 
Congregational in downtown Hartford.  “I served coffee on Main Street before worship, joined in 
inter-faith conversation with Muslim neighbors, and even met the Mayor of Hartford,” she said.   
 Youth programs like TAWFG are made possible by congregational support of Our Church’s 
Wider Mission (OCWM).  Contact Debby Kirk for information about the TAWFG Fall Retreat on 
October 28-30. 
 

 First Church Early Learning Center is honored and excited to an-
nounce that we have received 13 more School Readiness slots as of Ju-
ly 1. School Readiness is a subsidy provided by the State of Connecticut 
to assist parents with the cost of early childhood education based on in-
come and family size.  As the only school in the town of Windsor with 
this grant, we now have a total of 30 School Readiness slots for children 

to be able to have the opportunity to start their educational foundation at First Church Early Learn-
ing Center.  There are still a few spaces open to families who may qualify for this grant.  If you or 
someone you know may benefit from the School Readiness program, please call (860) 687-2070 
Ext. 218 to talk to Chanel Walker at Oliver Ellsworth Elementary School.  
 With summer in full swing, the children have really enjoyed creating recycled art, bowling, 
and blasting off to space!  August at First Church Early Learning Center is sure to be a lot of fun 
as the children have visits from Horizon Wings Raptor Rehab Center and Riverside Reptiles and 
then take a trip to Forest Park later in the month.  As we prepare for our 60th anniversary and the 
2016-2017 school year, our classrooms are surely filling up fast!  Please contact us at (860) 688-
4597 if you or anyone you know would like to join the First Church Early Learning Center family! 

Lauren Dube 

Rev. DaVita 
McAllister 

 

http://www.ctucc.org/news/20160629_tawg.html


Meet the 2015-2016 Confirmation Class 
Here’s a bit of information about our eight youth who committed to exploring and discerning their 
faith this past year. This class was deeply committed to learning about First Church, the Christian 
faith, themselves and one another. They have all demonstrated faithful service to our church and 
a love for justice and kindness in the wider community. May God bless them on their continued 
faith journeys! 
 
Lauren Gwyneth Bernstein, daughter of Sarah and Paul Bernstein, and has an older sibling, 
Emily, who is 17. Lauren was born in Hartford, has a dog named Humphrey, loves Italian food, 
and enjoys her science classes. She particularly enjoys cheerleading and dance.  She is currently 
a 9

th
 grader at Windsor High School and is looking forward to going to college to work in the Veter-

inary sciences field. Lauren’s mentor this year has been Helga Finlay.  
 
Hudson Geigis Berry, son of Deb and Bryan Berry, was born in Hartford, has an older sis-
ter, Cady, and loves his two cats. Hudson especially loves food, any kind of food, but especially 
chicken parmesan.  Hudson loves his gym class “because I get to run around” and he’s put all that 
high energy into participating in FCW’s youth service trips last year and this coming summer.  This 
year Hudson has been a freshman at the Metropolitan Learning Center. Hudson’s mentor has 
been Carrie Canoni. 
 
Katherine Jane Corbett, daughter of Char and Jim Corbett, was born in St. Petersburg, FL.  
She has three cats, a hamster and a dog. She also has three birth sisters, Haley (17), Tori (19) 
and Brittany (22). Katie loves animal sciences and hopes to become a veterinarian. She also en-
joys horseback riding, softball and flag football. She’s looking forward to traveling cross country 
this summer and participating in the youth service trip for a second year. Katie is a freshman at 
East Granby High School and the Harris Agri-Science Center in Bloomfield. Katie’s mentor has 
been Carol Hubert. 
 
Shelby Rae Finlay, daughter of Tom and Helga Finlay, was born in Hartford, CT and she is the 
oldest sibling of Morgan (13) and James (10). Shelby enjoys reading and writing, eating pizza and 
pasta. Shelby loves to sing and dance, plays lacrosse and field hockey and will be a junior coun-
selor at Northwest Park this summer. Shelby is a freshman at Windsor High School. Shelby’s 
mentor has been Libby Chowaniec. 
 
Hailey Clark Klase, daughter of James and Darleen, was born in Hartford also. She has an older 
sibling, Gillian (16), a dog, Socrates and a cat named Jake. She enjoys her American Literature 
class, loves to write and take photographs and hopes to one day combine these interests to write 
for National Geographic. Hailey loves playing softball. Hailey is a freshman at Windsor High 
School. Hailey’s mentor has been Allyson Gillette. 
 
Jack Stewart Porcaro – son of Steve and Sue Porcaro, was born in Hartford. He’s the youngest 
sibling of Ian and Kyle, has a dog, Ginger and a pet lizard. He enjoys his history class and consid-
ers it “pretty fun”. Jack loves food and his favorite is Chinese food. Jack will be participating in the 
youth service trip to South Dakota this summer, his second trip, also. He is a freshman at Windsor 
High School and his plans for the future are to “become very rich.” Jack’s mentor has been         
Laureen Relyea. 
 
Nathan Alexander Steinberg, son of Brett and Michelle Steinberg, was born in Windham and 
has a younger sister, Julia (12). He too loves to work with animals and hopes to become a veteri-
narian. Nate also enjoys watching Netflix, playing video games and spending time with friends. 
Nathan is a freshman at Windsor High School. Nathan’s mentor has been Steve Porcaro. 



Dear Friends,   
Thank you so much for keeping me in your 
care while recovering from knee replace-
ment. I am so grateful for your good 
thoughts and prayers –and delicious meals! 
That support was such a gift. 
With love,                                          Priscilla 
 
Dear First Church family, 
Thank you! My recovery from complicated 
hip replacement could not have happened 
without your wonderful support.  Thank you, 
Davida Crabtree, for sending special pray-
ers through our prayer group   Thank you, 
April Michaud, for bringing me a beautiful 
prayer shawl the day I returned home! 
Thank you Colleen Olson, for bringing me 
lovely flowers from the church service.  And 
thank you, Jane Frogley, and my wonderful 
choir family, for your loving cards, emails, 
and prayers.  First Church rocks!   
Blessings to all,                Midge Christopher 
 
Thank you to the many members of the First 
Church family who have provided help and 
support to the Stevens family during my ex-
tended journey of healing my shattered an-
kle. The prayers, cards and calls are so ap-
preciated. I have hit a few bumps along the 
way, but the trend is positive. I hope to be 
back soon. 
With gratitude,                           Jan Stevens 
 
Dear First Church, 
Thank you for such a beautiful vase of flow-
ers. They certainly brightened up my room 
as I recovered from a recent injury. As al-
ways this church has been a caring place 
for those who need a smile or a helping 
hand. That’s why it is such an important part 
of our lives. 
Blessings to all,                       Betty Jourdan 

A big thank you to our church ministries who made 
my day with a bountiful meal for Pat and me.  It 
was better than penicillin. To know so many cared 
to see me through my sore hip. Thanks to David 
Lemere who gave me a hand up the stairs.  It is so 
good to know that so many care.   
Peace and love.             Cheers  Bernie (Simmons) 
 
Dear First Church Scholarship Committee, 
Thank you so much for the scholarship you’ve 
granted to me. Receiving help from a place and 
community so dear to my heart means so much. I 
have received so much support and love from 
FCW ever since I arrived years ago, and for that I 
will be forever grateful. Thank you for all you’ve 
done for me. 
With all my love,                                     Cady Berry 
 
Dear Music Scholarship Committee, 
Thank you for choosing me for a music scholar-
ship. It’s a great honor and the very generous 
amount has gone towards the cost of renting my 
viola for my seventh grade year. I will be able to 
continue playing in the Middle School orchestra 
and continue to take part in Chamber Orchestra, 
the after-school orchestra at Sage Park. 
Sincerely,                                         Julia Steinberg 

 
We’ve Moved! 

The Napiorkowski family has officially moved to 
288 Kennedy Rd., Windsor, CT 06095 

860-688-1752 
 

Death 
Jean Hotchkiss, a member of First Church for 
80 years, passed away on July 10 at her home in 
Whitington, VT. Although Jean moved to Vermont 
many years ago, she remained very much a part of 
our church, supporting both the Women’s Club and 
our Youth Service trips throughout the years. A 
graveside service was held on July 20 at the Rose 
Hill Memorial Park in Rocky Hill. Pastor Nicole per-
formed the service and committal. 
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First Church Staff and Contact Information 

Address Service Requested 

the edge 
The First Church in Windsor 
107 Palisado Ave 
Windsor  CT 06095 

Edge articles should be sent to the church office by email by the 15th of each month. 

Senior Pastor  

REV. NICOLE YONKMAN  

pastornicole@fcwucc.org  

Associate Pastor  

REV. CHARLENE CORBETT  

ccorbett@fcwucc.org  

Pastors Emeriti  

REV. F. VAN GORDER PARKER  

REV. RICHARD HANNA HULEATT  

Music Director/Organist  

JANE FROGLEY  

jfrogley@att.net  

Church Administrator  

MARY PHELAN  

officemary@fcwucc.org  

Treasurer  

AUBREY LOOMIS  

aubreyloomis@comcast.net  

Bookkeeper  

MICHELLE WOLTERS  

mwolters@fcwucc.org  

Sexton  

KEN BARANOSKI  

baranoski@sbcglobal.net  

Director, Early Learning Center  

ELITH BOOTHE  

fcearly@yahoo.com  

107 Palisado Ave., Windsor CT 06095 
Phone: 860-688-7229/Fax: 860-688-9408 

Email: officemary@fcwucc.org  
Web: www.fcwucc.org 
Church Office Hours:  

(M-Th) 8:30 to 4:30 p.m. Fr. 8:30 to 12:30 p.m. 
After 6/19: M-F 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Regular hours resume Aug. 29 

Sunday Church Services 
10 a.m. Service and Church School  

(9:30 a.m. beginning June 19) 
Childcare Available 

Edge articles should be sent to the church office 
by email by the 15th of each month. Thank you! 
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