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Open and Affirming Sunday 

Communion Sunday 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Responsive Reading 

 

Leader: Each of us is created with worth, imbued with dignity. 

People: We are the representation of God’s love in the world. 

Leader: We are diverse in our experiences, vast in our manifestation of how love looks. 

People: Our families are all different, but each represents and honors the many ways that 

your people live and love. 

Leader: Our lives are enriched when LGBTQIA+ people are welcomed and affirmed in our 

churches and communities. 

People: We all suffer when any LGBT person is oppressed, excluded, or shamed. 

Leader: When justice is denied to any of us, justice is denied to all of us. 

People: Until we are all free, none of us are free. 

Leader: May we work to build a world where all people are affirmed with love.   

People: Our sexual and gender diversity enriches us, creates joy in our lives.  

All: In your name, O God, we pledge to go out to share these blessings with the world.  

 

Opening Hymn 

 

Welcome 
Words by Laurie Zelman and Mark A. Miller 

Music by Mark A. Miller 

C 2007 Abingdon Press. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725621 

 

Let's walk together for a while and ask where we begin 

to build a world where love can grow and hope can enter in, 

to be the hands of healing and to plant the seed of peace. 

 

Singing welcome, welcome to this place. 

You're invited to come and know God's grace. 

All are welcome the love of God to share 

'cause all of us are welcome here, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let's talk together of a time when we will share a feast, 

where pride and power kneel to serve the lonely and the least, 

and joy will set the table as we join our hands to pray. 

 

 

 

 

Singing welcome, welcome to this place. 

 

 



You're invited to come and know God's grace. 

All are welcome the love of God to share 

'cause all of us are welcome here, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let's dream together of the day 

when earth and heaven are one, 

a city built of love and light, the new Jerusalem, 

where our mourning turns to dancing, every creature lifts its voice. 

 

Crying welcome, welcome to this place. 

You're invited to come and know God's grace. 

All are welcome the love of God to share 

'cause all of us are welcome here, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

 

God, your son Jesus taught us to welcome each other, but welcome often seems too little in this 

world. Welcome, without affirmation, becomes an empty promise, devoid of the lesson that to 

truly welcome each other means to see the face of God in each other.  We commit to affirm all 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, welcoming them and affirming them as God’s 

beloved creations. You taught us not to neglect to show hospitality to those we do not know, 

because in doing so, we may have entertained angels unaware. Through being an Open and 

Affirming church, we seek to be a place that is hospitable, safe, and welcoming to LGBTQ 

people.  We know that until we are all free, none of us can be free, and we commit to co-creating 

that world of welcome and affirmation until all people can access that promise. Amen. 

 

Prayer of our Savior 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 

Children’s Moment           Michelle Steinberg 

 

Scripture    

Genesis 1:26-28, 2:15-23 

 
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 

wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’  
27 So God created humankind in his image, 

   in the image of God he created them; 

   male and female he created them.  
28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; 

and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.’ 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And 

the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 



18 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his 

partner.’ 19So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the 

air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each 

living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to 

every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So 

the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and 

closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a 

woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said, 

‘This at last is bone of my bones 

   and flesh of my flesh; 

this one shall be called Woman, 

   for out of Man this one was taken.’  

Sermon                                                                                                               Pastor Nicole   

 

“Faith in a Seed: Gender, Sex, and Our Human Origins” 

 

Hymn   

 

For Everyone Born 
Words by Shirley Erena Murray 

C 1998 Hope Publishing Company 

Music by Brian Mann 

C 2006 Brian Mann. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725621 

 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 

for everyone born, clean water and bread. 

A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing. 

For everyone born, a star overhead. 

 

And God will delight when we are creators of justice, 

and joy, compassion and peace. 

Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, 

justice and joy. 

 

For woman and man, a place at the table, 

revisiting roles, deciding the share. 

With wisdom and grace, dividing the power. 

For woman and man, a system that's fair. 

 

And God will delight when we are creators of justice, 

and joy, compassion and peace. 

Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, 

justice and joy. 

 

For gay and for straight, a place at the table, 

to live without fear, and simply to be. 

To work, to speak out, to witness and worship. 

For gay and for straight, the right to be free. 

 

 

 



And God will delight when we are creators of justice, 

and joy, compassion and peace. 

Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, 

justice and joy. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Prayer Response  

In the Bulb there is a Flower 
Words and music by Natalie Sleeth 

c 1986 Hope Publishing Co. 

Used by permission. CCLI License #11115938 

 

In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed an apple tree; 

in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be, 

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

 Invitation 

 Words of Institution 

 Sharing of the Elements 

 

Communion Response  

The Sharing of Our Lives 
Words and music by Ricky Manolo 

C 1995 Ricky Manolo, published by OCP. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725621 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving   

 

Loving God, with gratitude for this holy sacrament, we dedicate: 

Our lips to the hope voice of Christ to the despairing; 

Our hands to reach out in Christ’s name to heal the broken; 

Our feet to walk with Christ to visit those who are shunned; 

Take us; empower us; use us.  Amen.   

 

Announcements 

 

Offering Plates are on the tables back of the church. We encourage you to give online here. 

 

Benediction (ONA Taskforce) 

 

Continue to serve with faith and love, 

Depart from this time today committed to sharing the best of yourself, 

Through generosity of time and resources, 

Meeting the needs of others, both spoken and unspoken, seen and unseen, heard and unheard 

As the God of healing has healed us, 

Let us go now and share that compassion with the world, 

Let us go and greet our beloved transgender, bisexual, lesbian, and gay siblings, 

Sharing the good news that they are seen, they are heard, they are Beloved.  

Go now in hope. Amen. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOd2KF4BvMKR-ja0anVeTG_VskSODEa-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0px7lViKGoqF0eMUCzPrgDSw=&ver=3


Benediction Response 

 

Postlude 

Sortie  
By Leon Boellmann 

Public Domain 

 

*** 

 

 

Today’s prayers were adapted and used by permission from www.openandaffirming.org. 

 


