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January 17, 10 a.m.    

 

The Second Sunday after Epiphany, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, Jr. Sunday 

 

Prelude    

If I Can Help Somebody 
By A. Bazel Androsso 

c 1958 Boosey & Hawkes 

Used by permission. CCLI License #11115938 

Welcome 

 

Introit 
Jesus the Light of the World 

Words by Charles Wesley 

Music by George Elderkin 

 

We will follow the light, beautiful light, 

come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright, 

shine all around us by day and by night, 

Jesus, the light of the world. 

 

Litany for Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, Jr. 

 

One: In every era, God has chosen men and women to serve the needs of his people. Such a servant 

was Martin Luther King, Jr., whose birth we celebrate.  

    

Two:  May the wisdom and words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. rekindle our faith. 

    

One: May the deep love that Dr. King had for all people be released in us, that we too might work 

miracles in the lives of those who continue to hate. 

    

Two: Dr. King taught that only love can overcome hatred, bitterness and fear. 

    

One: May his struggle for social transformation continue in this generation. May all people come to 

believe that with perseverance, “We Shall Overcome.” 

    

Two: “But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever flowing stream.” 

(Amos 5:24) 

    

One: May the work of Dr. King continue to eradicate racial injustice and its ungodly consequences. 

    

Two: Dr. King pursued his dream of racial equality by appealing to the conscience of his 

enemies. 

    

One: May we continue to cultivate the nonviolent discipline of Dr. King, abandoning unrestrained 

acts of force. 

    

Two: He taught us that a heart full of grace and love is just as important as an education.  

    

One: May the spirit of Dr. King continue to flow through our daily living. 

 

 



  

Two: He believed in self-respect and dignity, even though he knew that there would be difficult 

days ahead. 

    

One: May we have the courage of Dr. King as we continue to stand up for justice, reconciliation and 

truth, despite challenge and controversy.  

    

Two: Dr. King said that war is never a victory, regardless of the outcome. 

    

One: May the peace of the risen Christ cause the fury of war to vanish from the face of the earth. 

  
Two:  Dr. King went to the mountain top; he saw the Promised Land; and he reassured us that 

we will get there one day. God of Glory, be with us on the journey. 

 

Opening Hymn 

Glory, Glory Hallelujah 
African American Spiritual 

Public domain 

 

Glory, glory hallelujah, since I laid my burdens down. 

Glory, glory hallelujah, since I laid my burdens down. 

 

I feel better, so much better, since I laid my burdens down. 

I feel better, so much better, since I laid my burdens down. 

 

Feel like shouting “Hallelujah!”  since I laid my burdens down. 

Feel like shouting “Hallelujah!” since I laid my burdens down. 

 

I am dancing Miriam's dance now, since I laid my burdens down. 

I am dancing Miriam's dance now, since I laid my burdens down. 

 

Every round goes higher and higher, since I laid my burden down. 

Every round goes higher and higher, since I laid my burden down. 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

  

God of Righteousness, grant us your life-giving presence.  Guide us in our time of worship, and 

remain with us as we step out into the world, that we may face injustice with courage and love.  

May we come to see that the end we seek is a society at peace with itself, a society that can live 

with its conscience. The timing may feel off; the end of the road might be out of sight, yet we 

trust in your holy presence. 

 

How long? Not long, because no lie can live forever. 

How long? Not long, because you still reap what you sow. 

How long? Not long.  Because the arm of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.   

How long? Not long, because you are our God, and all may take refuge in the shadow of your 

wings.   

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of our Savior 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 

Children’s Moment   

 

Water Video 

 

Scripture    

1 Samuel 3:1-11, 19-20 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those 

days; visions were not widespread. 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 

could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 

lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 

said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, 

my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not 

yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, 

and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 
9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 

servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10Now the Lord came and stood 

there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
11Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of 

anyone who hears of it tingle.  

19As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all 

Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.  

Modern Lesson 

 

“Letter from Birmingham Jail” 

 

Sermon                                                                                                Pastor Nicole 

“When God Calls a Young Prophet” 

 

Honoring the Civil Rights Movement 

 

“March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom” 

Hymn   

  

I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me,  
African American Spiritual 

Public Domain 

 

I'm gonna live so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 

I'm gonna live so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 



 

I'm gonna work so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 

I'm gonna work so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 

 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 

 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 

 

I'm gonna live so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 

I'm gonna live so God can use me, anytime and anywhere. 
 

Sharing Our Star Gifts 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

    

Prayer Response  

When God is a Child 
Words by Brian Wren 

Music by Joan Collier Fogg 

c 1989 Hope Publishing Co. 

Used by permission. 

CCLI License #11115938 

Announcements 

Benediction (Responsive) 

As the Savior so taught…go now and overcome. 

Overcome racial hatred with love and understanding. 

Overcome sexism with mutual honor and respect. 

Overcome social inequities with fair and equal educational and employment opportunities. 

Overcome mean-heartedness with a kind word or good deed. 

Overcome war, poverty, hunger, and suffering throughout our urban streets and rural lands, by sharing 

the love of Christ Jesus with your neighbor. 

Go now and overcome! 

We will overcome! 

 

Postlude 

 

We Shall Overcome 
African American traditional 

Arr. by Tom Trenney 

Sung by The American Spiritual Ensemble 

Used by permission. 

 

*** 
 

Todays prayers were adapted and used by permission: Call to Worship is from the African American 

Heritage Hymnal; Prayer of Invocation written by Rev. Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy, adapted from “Our 

God is Marching On!” (speech delivered at the Alabama State House by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 



March 25, 1965). sermonizing.wordpress.com; and the Benediction from 

www.AfricanAmericanlectionary.com. 

The video “March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom: Archival Footage” was produced and used 

by permission of www.saltproject.org. 

Thanks to the people who helped with the “Letter from Birmingham Jail” video.  Pastor Nicole 

compiled text from the original letter by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., written on April 16, 1963.  

Dr, King was arrested and sent to jail because he and others were protesting the treatment of blacks in 

Birmingham, Alabama. A court had ordered that King could not hold protests in Birmingham. 

"We Shall Overcome" was used by permission.  It is an excerpt from a program by The American 

Spiritual Ensemble, directed by Everett McCorvey. Singers include the Plymouth Choir, the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Chamber Choir, the Quinn Chapel Choir and the Malone Center 

Singers. The program was part of the 2019-2020 Abendmusik at First-Plymouth Series. Lincoln, 

Nebraska. 

 

 

 

http://sermonizing.wordpress.com/
http://www.africanamericanlectionary.com/
http://www.saltproject.org/

