
                              Living by Faith, Known by Love, A Voice of Hope 
                                                      Earth Day Sunday 

April 19, 2020            First Church in Windsor, UCC - Live Stream                         10:00am 
 

 
Prelude                     “Seed Scattered and Sown”                                              Dan Feiten 
                                            c. 1987, Ekklesia Music, Inc. onelicense.net #A-725621 

 

Introit                               Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-jah x3 

                                                         Hallelujah, Hallelujah                   trad. Carribean 
 

Call to Worship  

  
One:  Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, you are very great! You are clothed 

with splendor and majesty, covering yourself with light as with a garment, stretching 

out the heavens like a tent. 

Two:  Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. Grant us 

courage to act as your hands and feet.  

One: God covers the heavens with clouds; and prepares rain for the earth; God makes grass 

grow on the hills; gives to the beasts their food, and to the young ravens that cry. 

Two:  We ask forgiveness as more of your world is wounded, as people suffer, as species 

die. 

One:  You made people rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their 

feet: all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, the birds in the sky, and the fish 

in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.  

Two: Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

Hymn               “All Creatures of Our God and King”                         Public Domain 
                                                       

All creatures of our God and King,  

lift up your voice and with us sing;  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  

O burning sun with golden beam,  

O silver moon with softer gleam,  

O praise God, O praise God,  

Alleuia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 

O rushing wind with voice so strong,  

you clouds that sail in heav'n along,  

O praise God, Alleluia!  

O rising morn, in praise rejoice,  

you lights of evening find a voice,  

O praise God, O praise God,  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 

O flowing water, pure and clear,  

make music for your God to hear,  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  

O blazing fire who lights the night,  

providing warmth, enhancing sight,  

O praise God, O praise God. 



Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 

Prayer of Confession  
Lord, the wounds of the world are too deep for us to heal. We lift up the sick in body and mind 

as well as the withered in soul and spirit. We lift up the victims of greed and injustice as well as 

the prisoners of grief and heartache. We ask for your care and mercy upon all of us. Instill 

compassion within us for those suffering from injustice. Make us generous with the resources 

you have entrusted to us. Let your work of rescue be done in us and through us all.  Amen.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.     

 

Morning Prayer 
   Silent Prayer 

   Prayers of the People 

 

 

Prayer Response                               “Amazing Grace”     

                        Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me. 

                              I once was lost but now am found. Was blind but now I see. 

 

Scripture                                        John 20:19-31 

19
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 
20

After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord. 
21

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 

I send you.” 
22

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
24

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25

So 

the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 

the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.”  

26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27

Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 

doubt but believe.” 
28

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29

Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 

believe.” 
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book. 
31

But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

 
Sermon                                “Why doesn’t it seem real until we see it?”                        Pastor Nicole 

 

 



 

 
Hymn                                                     “You Are the Seed”                                Cesareo Gabarain 
 

You are the seed that will grow a new sprout; 

you're a star that will shine through the day; 

You are the yeast and a small grain of salt, 

a beacon to glow in the night. 

 

You are the dawn that will bring a new day; 

you're the wheat that will bear golden grain; 

You are a sting and a soft, gentle touch, 

my witnesses where'er you go. 

 

Refrain: 

Go, my friends, go to the world, proclaiming love to all, 

messengers of my forgiving peace, eternal love. 

Be, my friends, a loyal witness, from the dead I arose; 

“Lo, I'll be with you forever, till the end of the world.” 

 

You are the flame that will brighten the way, 

sending sparkles of hope, faith, and love; 

you are the shepherds to lead the whole world 

through valleys and pastures of peace. 

 

You are the friends that I chose for myself, 

you're the word that I want to proclaim. 

You are the city that's built on a rock 

where justice and truth always reign. 

Refrain 

 

You are the life that will nurture the plant; 

you're the waves in a turbulent sea; 

yesterday's yeast is beginning to rise, 

a new loaf of bread it will yield. 

 

There is no place for a city to hide, 

nor a mountain can cover its might; 

may your good deeds show a world in despair 

a path that will lead all to God. 

Refrain 
c. 1989, published by OCP onelicense.net#A-725621 

 

Announcements 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                               “Lyric Piece #2”                                          Edward Grieg     
 

Today’s Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation were adapted and used by permission of  www.creationjustice.org  Creation 
Justice Ministries educates, equips, and mobilizes its 38 member communions and denominations, congregations, and 
individuals to do justice for God’s planet and God’s people. 

http://www.creationjustice.org/


 


