The Edge - December 2019

A Letter from Pastor Nicole
December 1st marks the first Sunday of Advent, the 4 weeks leading up to
Christmas. Early Christians created what is called a “Liturgical Calendar,” a
cycle of Bible stories throughout the year which includes the holy days of the
church like Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. The liturgical calendar has three
one-year cycles, and each year follows Mark, Matthew or Luke, plus
corresponding scriptures from the Hebrew Bible and the Pauline Epistles. The
liturgical year starts on the first Sunday of Advent, and this year is Year A, the
first year of the cycle. The Creative Worship Team is using the liturgical
calendar and the color for Advent, royal purple, to create a beautiful liturgical
installation. With the already fantastic Christmas greens and bows and poinsettias, our Meeting House
has never looked more beautiful. Thank you to all you have helped make this vision come together.
Our theme for Advent is “Say Yes!” Each week we will explore the 4 weekly themes of the Advent
Wreath and we can “say yes” to Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. When the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary,
Mary said “yes” to bearing the Christ child. When Joseph learned of Mary’s condition, he said “yes” to
being the baby’s father. When the shepherds heard about the miraculous birth of Jesus, they left their
homes to see Jesus, and they said “yes” too. The Wise Ones followed the star to Bethlehem and said yes
to worshiping the newborn king.
God asks each one of us to say “yes” to Jesus, to seek the Advent gifts of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
Each Sunday will bring a special way to reveal the gifts of Advent. On December 1st. we will celebrate
hope and commemorate World AIDS Day. Together, with the Outreach Team, we keep hope alive for a
cure for HIV-AIDS. On December 8th we will reflect on Jesus as a baby, born poor and without a home.
We will be bringing baby care items like diapers and formula milk to benefit a local food pantry. On
December 15th we will dedicate our memorial poinsettias to honor Mary. This is “Gaudete” Sunday,
when we rejoice with Mary and light the pink Advent candle. Finally, on December 22nd, we will gather
to watch our amazing kids perform in the annual Christmas Pageant.
I hope you will say yes to Advent at First Church. I also hope that you will think of your friends and
neighbors who may be looking for a church to attend worship at. Please be sure to invite them and offer
to pick them up and bring them to a service this Advent. You can share the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love
of Advent.
With Advent blessings,
Pastor Nicole

December/January Worship Schedule
December 1st
First Sunday of Advent
Communion Sunday
World Aids Day
December 8th
Second Sunday of Advent
December 15th
Third Sunday of Advent
December 22nd
Thanksgiving Sunday
Christmas Eve
Family Service
(5 p.m.)
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
(9 p.m.)
December 29th
Family Sunday
January 5th
Epiphany Sunday
Communion Sunday

Scripture: Luke 6:20-31
Sermon: “Say Yes to Hope”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: Matthew 3: 1-12
Sermon: “Say Yes to Peace”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon: “Say Yes to Joy”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: Multiple Readings
Sermon: “A Child is Born”
Christmas Pageant
Scripture: Luke 2
Worship Leader: Pastor Adrienne
Scripture: Luke 2
Lessons & Carols
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: Matthew 2: 13-23
Sermon: TBA
Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree
Scripture: Matthew 2: 1-12
Sermon: “Star Gifts”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole

“AIDS Memorial Quilt” Coming to FCW on December 1st
The Outreach Board, together with Windsor’s Human Relations
Commission, has sponsored a 12’x12’ panel of the AIDS quilt for our
church and the wider Windsor community. The cost to host the quilt is
donated to AIDS service organizations. Don’t miss this moving experience
to view a portion of the AIDS quilt on Sunday, December 1st in worship,
which is also World AIDS Day.
History: In June of 1987, a small group of strangers gathered in a San
Francisco storefront to document the lives they feared history would
neglect. Their goal was to create a memorial for those who had died of
AIDS and to thereby help people to understand the devastating impact of the disease. This meeting of
devoted friends served as the foundation of the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt.
Today the Quilt is a powerful visual reminder of the AIDS pandemic. More than 48,000 individual 3-by6-foot memorial panels - most commemorating the life of someone who has died of AIDS - have been
sewn together by friends, lovers and family members.

Today there are NAMES Project chapters across the United States and independent Quilt affiliates
around the world. Since 1987, over 14 million people have visited the Quilt at thousands of displays
worldwide. Through such displays, the NAMES Project Foundation has raised over $3 million for AIDS
service organizations throughout North America. The Quilt was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize in
1989 and remains the largest community art project in the world. The Quilt has redefined the tradition of
quilt-making in response to contemporary circumstances. A memorial, a tool for education and a work
of art, the Quilt is a unique creation, an uplifting response to the tragic loss of human life.
News from Youth Ministries
Pastor Adrienne
Happy December, First Church! We have many wonderful opportunities coming up this month.
Reminder: On December 1st, 8th and 15th please bring your kids directly to Nelson
Hall and check them in BEFORE heading to worship at 10 a.m.! We are rehearsing
for our Christmas Pageant for the entire hour. All kids through the 7th grade are
welcome and encouraged to participate in the pageant on December 22nd at 10 a.m.
Please have your child attend as many rehearsals as possible and the required dress
rehearsal on December 15th after church.
December 8th - Christmas Fair after worship
Join us in Nelson Hall for a Christmas Celebration for all ages! Grinders will be provided for lunch.
Please bring a side to share. Come enjoy fellowship, fun, activities and meet Santa Claus!
December 15th - Pageant Dress Rehearsal after church
Parents and kids through 7th grade, please plan to stay after church for lunch and our Pageant Dress
Rehearsal! We will be finished by 1p.m. Costumes will be sent home after the dress rehearsal.
December 15th - Christmas Caroling and Open House 4 to 7p.m.!
ALL are welcome to join us for one of the best events of the year! Meet in Nelson
Hall at 3:45 p.m. Please bake cookies and bring them with you to hand out when
we sing! The bus leaves promptly at 4 p.m. and we will return to Nelson Hall by
6 p.m. for soup and grilled cheese. If you can bring a crockpot of soup and/or help
make grilled cheese sandwiches, please let Pastor Adrienne know!
December 22nd - Christmas Pageant at 10 a.m.
Join us in worship on Sunday, December 22nd at 10 a.m. to see our Children’s Christmas Pageant! It
will be a special time to celebrate the birth of Jesus with our kids.
December 24th - Family Worship Service 5 p.m.
Join us on Christmas Eve for a service that is family-friendly and fun! All ages are welcome!

Christmas Choir Singers Welcome
Jane Frogley
The 9 p.m. service on Christmas Eve includes candlelight and beautiful music. In
addition to the familiar carols, the choir sings several Christmas anthems. If you're
not able to sing in the choir on a weekly basis but would like to be a part of this special
service, please join us! You would be most welcome! You would need to attend the
rehearsal on December 19th at 7:30 p.m. in the choir room. If you can, the rehearsal
on December 12th would also be recommended! Contact Jane with any questions.
First Church to Return to Puerto Rico
Hilary Carpenter
In May of 2019, friends and members of First Church traveled to
Loquillo, Puerto Rico to help fix homes damaged by Hurricane
Maria. We learned so much from this experience. As you know,
Puerto Rico's problems have not disappeared. Corruption, water
contamination, and power supply problems continue to plague the
island. As a result, many homes still have tarps for roofs. Each year,
hurricane season brings new threats. Our brothers and sisters in
Puerto Rico continue to need our help. That is why we have
committed to returning to Loquillo in March of 2020. We already
have a group committed to this mission and will be raising funds for the trip over the next several months.
We need everyone's help in making this mission a reality. Please consider us in your church giving. We
see this as a long-term relationship that will enrich the lives and spirits of those we serve AND enrich
our church as well. If you would like more information on this mission, please feel free to contact Hilary
Carpenter at carpenter.hilary@gmail.com.
Son of Poverty
On Sunday, December 8th, the Creative Worship Ministry is asking that all
parishioners bring a baby care items like diapers, wipes, formula, and baby food, or a
few dollars for the Windsor Food Bank. At a special time during the service, we will
be having a procession to the altar and presenting these gifts to Jesus who was born a
"Son of Poverty" (which is the name of the altarscape for that Sunday.) Thank you!
Racial Justice Series: Implicit Bias and Microaggressions
Join us on Sunday, December 15th at 1 p.m.in Nelson Hall, for the second
part of our Racial Justice Series on implicit bias and microaggressions,
facilitated by Kevin Booker, Jr. This event is sponsored by the Outreach
Board and all are very welcome.

FCW Women’s Club
Beth Horlitz
Please join us on Tuesday, December 10th at 12 noon in Nelson Hall. Bring your own
sandwich and we will provide beverages and dessert. At 1 p.m., the Bloomfield
Music Makers will present "Let Us Entertain You (Oldies, but Goodies!)." A $2
donation each meeting and $15 annual dues all help to cover the expenses of the
programs. Please call Ginny Lougee if you plan to attend and are not on the email list
so we have dessert and seats for all. As always, we extend a warm welcome to the
women and men of the church and their friends.
FCW Booksale
Betsy Kenneson
Thank you to the many, many First Church members, staff and
friends who helped make our 11th annual used book sale a
success. Your contributions of books, boxes, bags or baking;
driving to pick up donations of books; helping with sorting,
moving and organizing books for the sale; cashiering the sales of
our items; welcoming and assisting our customers; re-boxing
leftovers after the sale; muscle and good humor throughout; and
those who purchased used books all helped us raise just over
$3,665.18 for the mission and ministries of First Church.
In keeping with our church’s purpose of mission and ministry, a number of our members and friends
also took bags of books, DVD’s and jigsaw puzzles to meet a variety of other needs and uses such as
classrooms in area schools and “Send Hometown Windsor to the Troops.” A box of like-new books
and several boxes of DVD’s and CD’s were brought to the Windsor Public Library to either add to
their collection or put in their ongoing book sale.
Unsold books at the end of the sale were once again taken by the owner of Traveler Restaurant, just off
Interstate 84, in Union, CT, where each of the restaurant’s patrons may choose 3 free books. Our
leftover grocery bags were brought to the Windsor Food Bank’s Weekend Wheels, and to the Windsor
Public Library to help patrons keep their books dry. Shopping bags were given to Trinity Church, just
in time for their Rummage Sale
Booklovers and bargain hunters who visited us for the first time were joined by our loyal supporters
who turn out for the sale each year. They donated books, bought books, volunteered with us and said
they hoped to see us next year. On the day of the sale and following worship on Sunday, Nelson Hall
was abuzz with book browsers, buyers, and volunteers, all enjoying book talk, bargains, coffee, and
fellowship.

WHOW Craft Fair
Priscilla Ford
Thank you to the crafters whose efforts created our goods. Thank you to those who donated treasures
and trinkets for the baskets and holiday decor. Thank you to everyone who contributed their time, and
talents to make the WHOW Craft Fair a success! It was a lot of fun and brought in over $2,000 for our
Outreach Team to allocate to their greatest needs.
The best part was the energy and spirit of cooperation that moved the project in the
right direction. Maureen Sullivan and Robert Eastman did the “lion’s share” of the
crafts and provided monthly workshop materials along with help from Helen
Davenport Senuta and Joan Thornton. Diane Dwelley worked her usual magic with
over fifty elegant gift baskets, floral décor, and wreaths. She painted orphaned
wooden pieces and created treasures! Ginny Lougee crafted fabric keepsakes.
Laureen Relyea donated handmade earrings. We had many wonderful anonymous
donations. Beth Horlitz made Barbara van Winkelen’s cards available as well.
A loyal crew of crafters attended the monthly workshops. Several members baked and contributed to
the Food Bank Bake Sale. Colleen Olsen outdid herself. We were so grateful for the “sales help” and
the transportation of the tables by Ken and Martha Pickney. The setup and cleanup crews were
awesome. Thank you for showing up and lending your hands and hearts!
Items were sold after worship the following Sunday and again on November 24th. We are grateful to
everyone for all their help!
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and Emergency Fund Break-Down
One of the unique aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the funds provide direct
financial assistance to individual UCC clergy and lay church employees - the
funds do not support programs or institutions, but people. With your continued
generosity, more individuals will receive the support of the Church in their time
of need.
Monthly Pension Supplementation were provided for 379 lower-income retirees. Our retired clergy,
lay employees, and their surviving spouses rely on this income supplementation for basic needs such as
food, utilities, and living and medical expenses. Funds to meet this need come from three sources: the
Christmas Fund Offering, Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM), and the Ministerial Assistance Fund.
The amount of pension supplementation totaled $1,435,050 in 2018.
Health Premium Supplementation were provided for 174 lower-income retirees. These funds subsidize
premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Plan so that retired individuals can afford and receive
quality health care. In 2018, assistance totaled $429,903.

Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks were given to 401 retirees. This special gift at Christmas time
reminds these Veterans of the Cross that they have not been forgotten and that the Church continues to
be grateful for their service. Gifts totaled $214,100.
Emergency Grants were provided for 49 active/retired UCC clergy and lay employees in urgent need
Sometimes those who serve the Church need our help. Emergency funds are available to assist in
covering costs that arise unexpectedly - for example, large medical expenses, or home damage resulting
from natural
disasters.
Tips for a Greener Christmas
Laurel Pepin
Are you dreaming of a white Christmas? I am too but you can never 100% count on
it happening. Instead, let’s take control of what color our Christmas is and dream of
a green holiday season. Did you know that Americans throw away about 25% more
trash than usual between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Eve? Did you know half of
the paper America consumes is used to wrap and decorate consumer products? Here
are some ideas to help you and your family reduce your environmental impact during
the holiday season.
Green Giving and Shopping
•Try to purchase items locally to help small businesses, drive less, and support the local economy.
•Give a gift that helps someone go green, like reusable stainless-steel water bottles and reusable cloth
shopping bags.
•Give a gift that supports your local community and generates minimal waste, like theater or performance
tickets, gift certificates, or charitable donations
•If you plan on buying electronics, try looking for the most energy-efficient models, usually designated
with Energy Star labels from the U.S. EPA.
•Put gifts in reusable packaging, like baskets, bags, or fabric wrappers.
•If buying wrapping paper, find products that are made with post-consumer recycled content.
Green Decorating
•Consider buying a live tree with a root ball that is native to your area. Plant it in your yard after the
holidays!
•Purchase an artificial tree and use it for many years.
•Invest in LED holiday lights. They use 90% less energy than traditional bulbs and last for 100,000
hours.
•Use soy or beeswax candles. Traditional paraffin (petroleum-based) wax candles emit unsafe aromatic
hydrocarbons and produce more soot than renewably sourced candles.

Green Entertaining
•Shop at stores that sell locally grown and organic food. This reduces the distance food must travel,
making it fresher and reducing the environmental impact of the transportation process.
•Use reusable plates to reduce the waste of disposables. If disposables must be used, the order of least
environmental impact is 1) paper products with a high recycled content, 2) bioware that is made of
corn/potatoes and is biodegradable/compostable, or 3) recyclable plasticware.
•Eliminate excess packaging by serving food and drinks in large containers and serve bite-sized or
finger food to minimize plate and utensil use.
•Donate excess food to a food bank, if possible.
Travel
•While you are away, turn down your electric and gas water heaters, and set your thermostat to a lower
temperature, to conserve energy and gas.
New Member Sunday – November 17th

Laura Hawk-Allen
25 George Road
Windsor Locks, CT 06096
860-882-8387
Lhawk528@gmail.com

Elizabeth Akpoveta (Irene)
28 Victoria St.
Windsor, CT 06095
860-794-9026
elizabethakpoveta@gmail.com

Irene Kayoma
(Ovie, Ogaga)
28 Victoria St.
Windsor, CT 06095
860-881-6366
irenekayoma@gmail.com

Rev. Todd Yonkman
(Olivia, Fiona)
Husband of Pastor Nicole

Jessie & Lyndie Jaranilla (Jazlyn, Javen)
233 High Path Rd.
Windsor, CT 06095
860-967-2569
jezzjaranilla@yahoo.com

Poinsettia Order Form
It is time to place your order for poinsettias, which will decorate our meetinghouse for Sunday worship
on December 15th. Following that service, the plants will be distributed by the Flower Committee to
members of our church family who are confined to their homes or care facility.
The cost per Plant is $12.00. Checks may be made payable to the First Church in Windsor and can be
mailed or brought to the church office or dropped in the offering plate on Sundays with this form. The
deadline to order plants is Monday, December 9th.

**********************************************************************************************
I/We ________________________________________
Would like to donate $ ______ toward a Poinsettia plant.
In loving memory of __ OR In honor of __

Person(s)__________________________________________________________________________
**********************************************************************************************
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The deadline to submit articles for the January 2020 edition of the Edge is Sunday,
December 15th. Please submit your articles to rose at officerose@fcwucc.org.

CE Christmas Fair
December 8
11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m.
In Nelson Hall
Come and see Santa and enjoy
Christmas crafts and activities.
Lunch provided.

Christmas Caroling &
Open House
December 15
Meet in Nelson Hall at 3:45 p.m.
to go caroling through Windsor!
Return to Nelson Hall at 6 p.m.
for soup and grilled cheese

CHRISTMAS AT
FIRST CHURCH
Children's Pageant
December 22
10 a.m.
In the Sanctuary
Join us to enjoy a beautiful
performance of the Christmas
story by our children.

Christmas Eve
Worship
December 24
In the Meetinghouse
5 p.m. Family Service
9 p.m. Candle Light Service

For more information or to volunteer for any event,
see Pastor Adrienne!

ALL AGES WELCOME! BRING A FRIEND!

(860) 688-7229/OFFICEKATHY@FCWUCC.ORG

First Church Staff and Contact Information
Senior Pastor
Rev. Nicole Grant Yonkman
pastornicole@fcwucc.org

Parish Caring Ministries Coordinator
April Michaud
aprilmichaudct@comcast.net

Associate Pastor
Rev. Adrienne Armes
pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org

Treasurer
John Stevens
stevens.j.m@comcast.net

Church Administrator
Kathy Fisher
860-688-7229
officekathy@fcwucc.org

Bookkeeper
Jim Houlberg, Jr.
jimhoulberg@fcwucc.org

Marketing and Communications Manager
Rose Fisher
officerose@fcwucc.org
Music Director
Jane Frogley
jfrogley@att.net

Sexton
Ken Baranoski
baranoski@sbcglobal.net
Early Learning Center Director
Kate Bodmer
katebodmer@fcwucc.org

860-688-4597

