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A Letter from Pastor Nicole
February will be a busy month for me at First Church because it is a time of
preparation for big things to come. Lent starts at the end of February with Ash
Wednesday, so the worship team is deep into planning for Sacred Conversations,
liturgical installations in the Meeting House, and spiritual practices to help us go
deeper in our faith journey. I hope that all of us will participate in some way during
Lent.
We are busy preparing for our Adult Service Trip to Puerto Rico from March 22nd to 29th. Our fundraising
efforts are winding down, but we still need to raise a little more money. Last year, Outreach team member
Hilary Carpenter and I led the team to perform roof repairs for homes damaged by the hurricanes. Our
group of 13 learned so much about how today’s hardships are just a continuation of a difficult history.
Before the beginning of the Spanish colonization, Puerto Rican people lived off the land and the sea.
When the Spanish arrived, they introduced slavery, which involved capturing and selling native Puerto
Ricans as slaves to other colonies and bringing enslaved Africans to Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico became
part of a trade triangle between New England and Europe which involved sugar cane, slaves, and rum.
Puerto Rico became a colony of Britain and then became part of the United States in the mid-20th
Century.
Puerto Ricans have seen their lands change hands many times, and their families have been uprooted due
to foreign influence. This history has had an impact on the government assistance that the people can
claim in the wake of natural disasters. Each family must be able to prove that they are the legal owner of
the land they occupy to receive help, but often these documents do not exist. What seemed like a simple
case of solving a roof problem became so much more complex when we were on the ground. Next March,
I will lead a larger, 20-person team primarily from FCW, but also from First Church Granby where Rev.
Todd Yonkman serves, and from South Church Granby. With the recent earthquakes, we may be doing
earthquake relief instead. Please hold us in your prayers, and watch for updates.
2020 will be another year of staff transition. Pastor Adrienne will be moving with her family to VA as
part of a new Navy deployment for her husband, Travis. I am grateful for her time among us and we will
do a nice send-off in June. Since I arrived in April 2016, there have been several staff transitions, and
this is a good reminder that we are always going through changes. Change is the norm today. The Ad
Hoc Staffing Team led by Cassie Copeland is looking at our overall staffing needs to come up with a
model that will work for our current needs. This is also a time for members of the congregation to step
up and volunteer. I am a firm believer in volunteer teams to shepherd the ministry of the church and
provide ongoing stability. A church that is overly dependent on staff has a hard time rolling with changes
and transitions. If volunteers are invested in the long-term success of the ministry, they will make sure
key programs happen no matter what. Please consider what you can do to help in this transition.
Peace to you,
Pastor Nicole

February Worship Schedule
February 2nd
Celebrating Black
History Month
Communion Sunday
February 9th
Celebrating Black
History Month
February 16th
Celebrating Black
History Month
February 23rd
Celebrating Black
History Month
New Member Sunday
February 26th
Ash Wednesday
(7 p.m.)
March 1st
Lent Theme: In the
Wilderness, I Need You
to Survive
Communion Sunday

Scripture: Matthew 5: 1-12
Sermon: “Blessed”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: Matthew 5: 13-20
Sermon: “Salt of the Earth”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: TBA
Sermon: TBA
Worship Leader: Rev. William Campbell, AME Zion
Scripture: Matthew 5:38-48
Sermon: “Love Your Enemies”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
*Jazz Worship*
Scripture: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Sermon: “In the Wilderness, I Need You to Survive”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Scripture: TBA
Sacred Conversation: The End of Life
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole & Ginny Drapeau

New Member Sunday
New Member Sunday is coming up on February 23rd. If you are interested in joining the
church, or would like to learn more about membership, please come to one of two New
Member Classes. The first class will be held on Sunday, February 16th at 11:15 a.m. in
Pastor Nicole’s office. The second class will be held on Wednesday, February 19th at 7
p.m. in the Morrell Room. Please see Pastor Nicole or Jan Stevens for more information.
Second Hour Program
On Sunday, February 23rd at 11:15 a.m. in the Meetinghouse, we will be joined by Professor Kathy
Hermes from CCSU for a special Second Hour Program titled “Uncovering Their History: African,
African American and Native American Burials in Hartford’s Ancient Burying Ground, 1640-1815.”
The Ancient Burying Ground is Hartford’s oldest historic site and the only one
remaining from the seventeenth century. From 1640 until the early 1800s, it served
as Hartford’s primary graveyard. Dr. Hermes and her team unlocked the stories of
the Native, African, and African American people buried here. Check out this link
to learn more: https://www.ctexplored.org/unburying-hartfords-native-andafrican-family-histories/

Welcome Our Guest Preacher
On Sunday, February 16th we will welcome Rev. William Campbell, Pastor of Archer
Memorial AME Zion as our Guest Preacher. You can read more about Archer Memorial
Church’s rich history at http://www.ctfreedomtrail.org/resource-library/site-of-themonth?month=2012-3
Staff Update
Jim Houlberg, who began as our bookkeeper in October 2019, has resigned his position at FCW. His
father has had some serious health issues and Jim needed to take over the family accounting business.
Jim's last day was December 23rd. We are currently searching for a new bookkeeper.
News from Youth Ministries
Pastor Adrienne
Youth Service Trip
Youth who are currently in grades 6-12 are invited to sign up for this year’s Youth Service
Trip to Washington DC June 28th to July 3rd, 2020. This trip will be led by Laurel Pepin,
and we are looking for one other adult chaperone. This week of service will include a
visit to the National Museum of African American History and Culture and an evening
reflection at the MLK Memorial. The total cost of this trip is $500 per person. Some of
the cost will be covered by fundraisers and scholarships are available. The deadline for this trip has been
extended to February 10th. See Pastor Adrienne with any questions!
Sunday School Teachers Needed
We are still in need of people to work with our children and youth. Please contact Pastor
Adrienne if you are willing to help. Parents are asked to volunteer once a month in one
of our classes. We especially need leaders for our K-4th and 5th-7th grade Sunday
School classes.
Contemporary Jam Session
All are welcome to join us in the Meetinghouse on February 5th from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
for a Contemporary Music Jam Session. All are welcome to sing or play your
instrument, or both! Be tuned and ready to go at 7 p.m. Chord sheets will be provided.
Pub Theology
Our next Pub Theology is February 12th from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Hungry Rhino in
Windsor Locks. Adults of all ages are invited. Bring a friend!

Youth Events in February
Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to stop by The Bean after school on February 6th between 3
and 5 p.m. A hot (or iced) beverage is on me. Stop by and say hi or stay awhile. 6-12th graders
are invited to a Youth Lunch at Bart’s after church on February 23rd.
Parish Caring Ministries
April Michaud
Meals & Transportation Coordinator Needed!
Without volunteers, our church simply could not do all that we do or be what we are to so many. After
all, we are not just a bunch of walls, windows or pews. It is the people who make the church and who
give it life. Those who give their time so meaningfully are much more than just volunteers, they are
Christian ministers.
Parish Caring Ministries has an immediate vacancy for a volunteer willing to serve on
the Parish Caring Council to coordinate meals and transportation. Although there are
several monthly coordinators for this role – and we are seeking a few additional
volunteers. We need one person to be the “glue” that helps this ministry thrive and
grow, and who will report back monthly to the Parish Caring Council. If you would
like to learn more about this position, or if you would prefer to volunteer for just one month in this role,
please contact me, April Michaud, at (860) 298-0193 or at aprilmichaudct@comcast.net.
Traveling Ministries
Come out and see how much fun our Travelling Ministries program can be! The spirit of this program
is strong, and the people who lead are truly passionate about what they are doing. If you would like to
see what it’s all about, please join them at one of the programs below:
Tuesday, February 4th at 2 p.m. at Windsor Rehab
Tuesday, February 18th at 1 p.m. at Stonebrook Village
Thursday, February 20th at 2 p.m. at Kimberly Hall
Tuesday, March 3rd at 2 p.m. at Windsor Rehab
Thursday, March 12th at 2 p.m. at Kimberly Hall
Tuesday, March 17th at 1 p.m. at Stonebrook Village
Tuesday, April 7th at 2 p.m. at Windsor Rehab
Thursday, April 16th at 2 p.m. at Kimberly Hall
Tuesday, April 21st at 1 p.m. at Stonebrook Village
Tuesday, May 5th at 2 p.m. at Windsor Rehab
Tuesday, May 19th at 1 p.m. at Stonebrook Village
Thursday, May 21st at 2 p.m. at Kimberly Hall
Thursday, June 18th at 2 p.m. at Kimberly Hall

If you would like to volunteer or learn more, please contact April Michaud by phone at (860) 298-0193
or by e-mail at aprilmichaudct@comcast.net.
Five Wishes
Ruth Budlong
On March 1st, the Reverend Doctor Erica Nierendorf will facilitate a special Parish Caring Ministries
second hour program titled “Five Wishes: A Valued Conversation.” This will be a program for all ages
about how to start a conversation with your family about your wishes for end-of-life care.
Some of you will remember Pastor Erica when she came to
First Church as an in-care student (now referred to as a
Member in Discernment), from Andover Newton Theological
School where she received her Master of Divinity in 2013.
Since ordination, Pastor Erica has served as a transitional
minister at Avon Congregational Church and as a multi-faith chaplain at Hartford Hospital. Pastor Erica
brings a wealth of experience to share with both young and old about end-of-life care.
As part of the Lenten series on March 1st, Pastor Nicole will have a Sacred Conversation with one of our
members, Ginny Drapeau, whose husband Dave was an integral part of our Church life for many years.
Dave passed away in 2019 after a long illness. Their Sacred Conversation will offer reflections on some
of the topics that will be addressed later that morning in the “Five Wishes” conversation with Erica.
Copies of the “Five Wishes” booklet are free and are available in the Church office, in the Parish House
café, and the Church Narthex. Feel free to pick one up before the March 1st program.
FCW Auction
Stephanie Stone
First Church Auction 2020 is coming! A fantastic night of laughter, bidding, food, and a signature Sexton
Cocktail on March 14th, 2020 at the New England Air Museum!
We are in the process of soliciting donations. The donations are the ONLY way
the church will fundraise – we will be selling the tickets at cost (and that cost is
still to be determined), so we are looking for creative, spectacular ideas that
don’t take up much space – like gift cards, and experiences, for instance: cookies
every month for a year, or dinners, or gifts of time and talent. We will have some
great tangible options available, but we need you to tap your creative side and
come up with ideas that are different and compelling and shareable.
As an example, Cindy Taplin and I will be donating shopping afternoons again – with accompanying gift
cards. Winners will spend an afternoon with us as personal shoppers, helping to pick out new clothes

which will allow them to look and feel great! This experience will include reserved dressing rooms,
snacks, and (possibly spiked) lemonade. If you’re curious, talk to Adrienne, Mary Phelan or Jean Kelly
for an insight!
In the past, a dinner prepared by Mark O’Donnell, weekends away at vacation homes, and gift cards for
services like hair, make-up, and massages, caused bidding wars and were high revenue generator. Please
reach out to Scott Burghoff, Ken Baranoski or me with your ideas!
Of course, the revenue is great, but really the auction is for fun! We love our church because the people
are wonderful! First Church is so amazing because its congregation is truly remarkable: kind, thoughtful,
funny, entertaining, talented and interesting – which makes for a fantastic party!
Save the date: March 14th, 2020. We’ll see you at the Bradley Air Museum! More details to
follow.
FCW Women’s Club
Beth Horlitz
On Tuesday, February 11th, Historian Elizabeth Burke will tell
us about the fascinating life and career of the noted sculptor,
Evelyn Longman Batchelder, who created the American Eagle
in front of the Windsor Library, and whose other works are on
the Loomis campus and throughout the United States. Evelyn
Longman Batchelder also sculpted the wall friezes on the
Lincoln Memorial. Please bring your lunch at noon. We will
provide coffee, tea, and dessert. As always, we welcome the
women and men of the church and their friends to attend.
Please contact Jan Stevens if you are not on the email list so
we have dessert and seats for all.
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