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A Letter from Pastor Nicole 
 

WHOSE STORY DESERVES TO BE TOLD? This is the existential question 

posed to the audience at an event I attended at the Hartford History Center for a 

program called “Uncovering Their Histories” which was about the African, 

African American, and Native American people who had been buried in the 

Ancient Burial Ground right next to Center Congregational Church in Hartford. 

With the help of a grant, CCSU history professor Dr. Kathy Hermes and her 

research assistants were able to spend an entire year researching the hidden 

histories of some 500 people buried through 1815. The fruits of their labors can be found at this amazing 

website https://www.africannativeburialsct.org/ 

 

As a colonial church who values our history, the question “Whose story deserves to be told?” seems 

especially relevant to us too. I wonder how many un-remembered and unnamed people, and how many 

unmarked graves there are in our old cemetery.  At Jesus’ baptism, the heavens opened, and the voice 

of God said “You are my son, my beloved. With you I am well pleased.” This speaks to us today to 

proclaim that every person is created in the image of God. And yet, as a culture only certain stories are 

celebrated and recorded. The recent history project at CCSU makes a decidedly theological claim: 

every person is valuable; their name deserves to be remembered; and their life story deserves to be told.  

 

It occurs to me that our church could do a better job to create a more complete picture of our history.  

Many of us can talk about John Warham coming over on the John and Mary but how many can talk 

about the Native People who were here first? Or how about the indentured servants and enslaved 

people that the early members used to build their wealth? I learned that colonial churches like ours 

probably kept some record of these important people, but their stories were never shared or passed 

down. Prof. Hermes has offered to teach communities like ours how to uncover these histories and 

restore the stories that have been systematically left out.  

 

The 1619 Project launched by the New York Times has also helped to generate this essential dialogue 

in our country. If we care about history, we must care about a complete and accurate history. I 

understand that many of us who are white, can feel uncomfortable and even feel ashamed that our 

ancestors have not always been on the right side of history. I get it. Many of us have had to come to 

terms with ancestors who may have been enslaved people, indentured servants or slaveholders, 

oppressed and oppressors. But as Jesus so powerfully announced, “The truth will set you free.” And so, 

I invite you, with the Outreach Team, to learn about our complete history in Windsor. Whose story 

deserves to be told? Answer: Each and every one, because all are created in the image of God. 

  

Peace to you, Pastor Nicole. 

https://www.africannativeburialsct.org/


Worship Schedule 

October 6th  

World Communion/ 

Outreach Sunday 

Scripture: TBA 

Sermon: TBA 

Worship Leader: Dr. Donique McIntosh 

October 13th  

Laity/Bible Sunday   

Scripture: TBA 

Sermon: TBA 

Worship Leader: Charlie Copeland 

October 20th  

Parish Caring Sunday 

 

Scripture: Luke 6: 27-37, Isaiah 63: 1-6 

Sermon: “Mending Violence” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole  

October 27th  

 Generosity Sunday 

Featuring performances by  

the Spark Singers and the 

Drum Circle!  

Scripture:  

Sermon: “Grounded in Faith, Growing to Serve” & “Mending 

Hunger” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 

November 3rd  

All Saints/ Communion 

Sunday  

Featuring jazz music!  

Scripture: Luke 6:20-31 

Sermon: “All Saints Day” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Adrienne 

 

Neighbors in Need Offering – October 6th, 2019 
 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the 

United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice 

and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of 

NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry 

(CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's 

Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 

direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and 

organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges 

from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, 

special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and 

communities. Most UCC congregations, including First Church in Windsor, will receive the NIN offering 

on October 6th, 2019 as part of their World Communion Sunday observance.  

 

 

Dr. Donique McIntosh, Guest Preacher                                   

 

On October 6th, we will welcome Dr. Donique McIntosh as our Guest Preacher! 

Dr. McIntosh is the new Racial Justice Team leader for the Southern New England 

UCC conferences. She is a minister and social justice educator who has trained 

church leaders around the country on issues of social justice. Dr. McIntosh is a native 

of Cleveland, OH. She graduated from Fisk University and went on to earn a master’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 



degree from the University of Tennessee and Vanderbilt Divinity School, and a doctorate in social justice 

education at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. 

 

Dr. McIntosh has served as an associate minister at several churches and is in discernment with the 

Chicago Association. Her calling to advocate for social justice has led her to colleges, non-profits, 

national conferences, state legislative offices, and the White House. Dr. McIntosh’s writing has appeared 

in scholarly journals and the Huffington Post.  

 

“I believe that the Church is uniquely positioned to speak and do the work of love-centered justice 

particularly at this point in our nation's history and although I feel the burden of the moment, I'm also 

excited about the work that we'll do together to build a more just world,” she said. 

 

 

Southern New England conferences Annual Meeting: November 1st and 2nd in 

Worcester, MA 
 

In June, the General Synod of the United Church of Christ approved the 

request of the Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island conferences to 

come together and form a new conference. That new conference officially 

comes into being on January 1st. But before that happens, our three 

conferences will gather for the last time as separate entities at this, our third 

joint annual meeting. The keynote speaker for this historic gathering will be 

Valarie Kaur, founder of the Revolutionary Love Project. Kaur is a Sikh racial 

justice activist, civil rights lawyer, award-winning filmmaker, educator and 

author of “Revolutionary Love.”  

 

The Delegates for First Church are: Michael Novak, Judge Kevin Washington, and Al Relyea. All 

ordained ministers of the CTUCC are also clergy delegates. For more information on the General 

Synod vote to form the Southern New England Conference, go to: www.ctucc.org/newsdetail/synod-

approves-new-conference-for-southern-new-england-12838959 

 

 

News from Youth Ministries 

Pastor Adrienne 

 

As October begins and the temperatures begin to drop, I am reminded of the 

beauty of the changing seasons. Life is full of change – many changes are 

difficult, and many are beautiful. I think about how quickly our youth and 

children grow and am so thankful for this season in our lives to work with 

them.    

https://www.macucc.org/eventdetail/12011650/speaker/2663866


Our next Pub Theology meeting will be held on October 9th at 6:30 p.m. at the Hungry Rhino in 

Windsor Locks! Adults of all ages are welcome! If need childcare, please contact Pastor 

Adrienne by October 2nd. 

 

Please join us after worship on October 13th for our Youth Service Trip Shareholders Brunch! 

This is a time when we thank all the people who supported our trip to California in August. 

Everyone is welcome! You’ll have a wonderful time of food and fellowship and will hear from 

our team about our experiences during the trip.  

 

Students in 6th through 12th grade are invited to join us on a trip to Nightmare Acres on Friday, 

October 25th from 7 to 9:30 p.m. The price is $15 per person. Please see Pastor Adrienne to sign 

up!  

 

Kids of all ages are welcome for a Halloween Carnival (Parents’ Night Out) on Saturday, October 

26th from 5 to 8:30 p.m.! Wear your costume and come enjoy snacks, crafts, and lots of fun! 

Parents – you are welcome to stay as well, OR this is a great chance for you to drop off your kids 

and get some adult time! Youth volunteers are needed! See Pastor Adrienne if you have any 

questions.  

 

 

Parish Caring Sunday 

April Michaud 
 

On Sunday, October 20th, we will celebrate Parish Caring Sunday. This day is 

special because we recognize the many volunteers who make this ministry happen 

- volunteers whose compassion and kindness contribute to the heart and soul of our 

congregation. Whether you are a Parish Caring volunteer or wish to learn more 

about how you can become one, we hope you can join us during worship on this 

date. After worship, we hope you will join us in the Morrell Room for a Second 

Hour program from the center for Healthy Aging.  

 

 

College Care Packages 

April Michaud 

 
This year, Parish Caring Ministries will once again help coordinate the assembly and mailing of care 

packages to our young adults enrolled in college or enlisted in the military. This project was joyfully 

received by students in prior years just as they began winter exams, and we hope for the same this year. 



 To help make this happen, Parish Caring Ministries is seeking donations from the congregation - 

either items for the packages or monetary donations to help purchase supplies or postage. If you 

wish to donate items for this project, we need between 25 and 30 of each of the following items:  

 

granola, cereal or protein bars,  hot cocoa packets, packs of gum, fun-sized candy bars, snack packs of 

raisins or other dried fruits, individually wrapped cookies or other sweet snacks, single-serve bags of 

nuts, chips, pretzels or other salty snacks, small bags of trail mix, and microwave popcorn.  

 

These items can be brought to the church office from late October onwards. 

Monetary donations (please put “college care packages” in the memo field”) to 

defray the cost of purchasing items or to pay for postage are also welcome and can 

be mailed or delivered to the church office. All donations should be made before 

November 20th as the boxes will be assembled that weekend. If you have questions 

please contact Pastor Adrienne through the church office, or April Michaud by 

phone (860 298-0193) or e-mail (aprilmichaudct@comcast.net). Thank you in advance for helping us 

spread some joy to our young adults before the stress of exams takes over!  

 

 

Grounded in Faith, Growing to Serve 
 

“Grounded in Faith, Growing to Serve.” that is what we are asking everyone to consider as we 

contemplate our pledge this Generosity Season. If you visualize a tree with roots, and a sturdy trunk, and 

growing healthy branches and leaves, you can see our pledges to the church as the fertilizer that 

supports the roots, the trunk as our strong and grounded faith, and the branches and leaves as our outreach 

to our church family, our community and the world.  

 

As noted last year, making our pledge to the church and making our payments on time 

are vital to the function of the church.  The church needs to know the financial amount 

of pledges in order to create a budget, and there is the need for pledges to be kept 

up.  Our suggestion is to encourage every person who pledges to do so via e-giving 

which makes the church’s income more stable and saves the hassle of “catching up” if 

unable to attend church. Watch for future information on how to easily do this. Our 

giving last year surpassed our expectations. That is our prayer for this year’s Generosity 

Season. 

 

With LOVE, FAITH and HOPE, 

FCW’s Generosity Team 

Doug, Larry, Kim, Lauren, Pam, Ginny 

mailto:aprilmichaudct@comcast.net


Recycle Reading  

Betsy Kenneson 
 

The 11th annual “Recycle Reading” used book sale fundraiser will be 

held on Saturday, November 2nd from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Nelson Hall. 

We are looking for donations of books, DVD’s, videos, CD’s and 

Jigsaw puzzles, as well as grocery and tote bags for customers to use! 

Please drop off your donations in Nelson Hall on Saturday, October 

26th from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  If you need to arrange to bring your donations at another time, or if you 

need someone to pick up your donations, please call the church office at (860) 688-7229.  

 

We are seeking drivers to pick up those donations which cannot be dropped off, as well volunteers 

to help with set-up throughout the day on Friday, November 1st and cashiers to assist buyers at the 

sale on Saturday, November 2nd and for the after-service sale on Sunday, November 3rd. For 

Saturday, we need two cashiers for each of the following shifts: 9 to11 a.m., 11a.m to 1 p.m. and 1 

to 3 p.m. Finally, we need volunteers to help us clean up unsold books on Sunday, November 3rd.  

 

For more information or to offer your help, please contact Betsy Kenneson by phone at (860) 688-8070 

(home) or at (860) 930-2587 (cell), or email at betsy.kenneson@gmail.com. Please note that we are 

unable to accept donations of VHS tapes, magazines or old textbooks. Any unsold items will be disposed 

of; we will be unable to return unsold donations.  

 

 

Craft Fellowship 

Priscilla Ford 

 
We are in the “Home Stretch” in our effort to create items for the Windsor Houses 

of Worship Craft Fair. Our last session will be October 8th in Nelson Hall at 6:30 

p.m. Everyone is more than welcome! No skills required! Maureen Sullivan and 

Robert Eastman have supplied the materials and creative juice that move us along. 

 

We are so grateful for the members and friends who come to lend their talents. People have donated 

their stash of craft materials so our creations can be profitable. Their generosity has made a huge 

difference. Thank you!! Outreach is the beneficiary of the funds we raise. 

 

We will need help to set up our tables on October 8th after 5 p.m. and salespeople are needed to assist 

purchasers on the 9th. There will be a sign up in Nelson Hall with more information about time slots. It 

is the kind of event where there is something for everyone. Community spirit is alive and well! We hope 

you will come to be part of it. 

mailto:betsy.kenneson@gmail.com?subject=Recycle%20Reading


Finance Committee Update 

 
Following worship on Sunday, September 29th the Finance Board will 

be hosting a Second Hour in Nelson Hall to discuss what we want our 

church’s budget to be, rather than what we need it to be. The purpose 

of this meeting is to hear from FCW members about the goals you 

would like to see achieved over the upcoming year, and how our 

budget can facilitate these. We will look briefly at how we have been 

budgeting our money for the past few years and then discuss what changes we might make moving 

forward. This will help the Generosity Team as it embarks on its Stewardship Season and will help all of 

us in crafting a budget.  We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

 

Women’s Club 

Beth Horlitz 
 

Please join us Tuesday, October 8th at noon in Nelson Hall. Bring your own 

sandwich and we will provide beverages and dessert. At 1 p.m., Ken and 

Susan Case will present "Travelogue of Namibia & Zambia.” A $2 donation 

each meeting and $15 annual dues all help to cover the expenses of the 

programs. Please call Andrea Schnure if you plan to attend and are not on a 

calling list so we have dessert and seats for all. As always, we extend a warm 

welcome to the women and men of the church and their friends.  

 

 

Book Group 

 
The Evening Book Club meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 

7:15 p.m. in the Morrell Room. We welcome all readers for our informal 

book discussions! We will be talking about “The Last Romantics” by 

Sarah Conklin on Monday October 28th. Please join us! 

 

 

Save the Date  

Heidi Kelsey  
 

Join us on Sunday October 20th at 11:15 a.m. in the Morrell Room when we will 

gather to learn about the Hartford Health Care Center for Healthy Aging. This 

Center is focused on helping seniors and their family members identify resources 

that can help them age safely in their own homes. This is a Second Hour you 

will not want to miss. Mark your calendar now and plan to attend!  



New Drum Circle in Town 

Maria Eberle 

 
Drumming with the children during the Children's Message a few Sundays ago was 

such fun that we’ve decided to introduce a monthly children's Drum Circle 

beginning Sunday, October 20th, 2019 Drumming will be in the choir room from 

11:15-11:45 a.m. on the third Sunday of each month. Children from grades 2 through 

5 are welcome.  

We'll teach some basic drum rhythms and have time for free style drumming as well. The main purpose 

will be to have fun! People have asked if the group will perform during church services. This is 

unknown at this point, as the primary goal will be to learn to drum for the joy of it and see where that 

leads us.  

I am asking that parents join their children at the first Drum Circle to observe and learn what we're 

about. I will leave time at the end for any questions. No drumming experience is necessary. Please 

email me at mariaeberle52@hotmail.com if your child is interested so I can make sure there are 

enough drums.  

And now a plug for our adult drum circle which meets on the third Wednesday of each month from 7 to 

8 p.m. in the choir room. We're a group of people who enjoy drumming - no drumming or musical 

experience is necessary! We get together for an hour each month and drum for relaxation. The people 

who drum during church services are part of the circle, however, we meet outside of the official drum 

circle before a performance and rehearse. So, if you're interested in drumming and don't want to perform 

- the Wednesday group may be just what you're looking for! Let me know if you'd like to join us and I'll 

make sure there's a drum available for you.  

 

Church Notices 

 
We are saddened to announce the passing of Paul Monaco. Paul passed away on Friday, August 16th 

Paul’s obituary is below.  

 

Paul was born on September 20, 1937 and passed away on Friday, August 16, 2019. 

Paul was a resident of Tennessee at the time of passing. 

The family will receive relatives and friends on Wednesday, August 21 from 10:00 a.m. until the time 

of the funeral service at 11:30 a.m. at Memorial Park Funeral Home, 5668 Poplar Avenue in Memphis.  

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to be made to Tunnel to Towers, Independence Fund 

or the Wounded Warriors Project. 

mailto:mariaeberle52@hotmail.com


We are sad to announce that Dave Drapeau passed away on Friday, September 20th. Dave’s service was 

held on Saturday, September 28th. Please join us in praying for Dave’s family during this difficult time. 

  

 

Address/Phone Number Change 

 
Jan Dagenhart 

c/o Dwight Dagenhart 

3 Fenwood Parkway 

Old Saybrook, CT 06457 

New Phone: (860) 395-1595    
 

*** 

 

 

The deadline to submit articles for the November edition of the Edge is Tuesday, 

October 15th at 12 noon.  

Submissions should be sent to Rose at officerose@fcwucc,org. 

As always, on-time submissions are very much appreciated. 



A learning activity and discussion on the complicated
intersection of identity, privilege and marginalization.
 
Presented by the First Church in Windsor & the Windsor
Human Relations Commission. Led by Mark Reeves. 
 
Email officekathy@fcwucc.org or call (860) 688-7229 to
register.
 
This is a free event and all are very welcome!

Privilege 
Walk
 
 

>

>

OCTOBER 20, 2019
1 TO 4 P.M.

NELSON HALL
107 PALISADO AVE

"Privilege is invisible to those who have it"



First Church Staff and Contact Information 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Nicole Grant Yonkman 

pastornicole@fcwucc.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Adrienne Armes 

pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org 

 

Church Administrator 

Kathy Fisher 

860-688-7229 

officekathy@fcwucc.org 

 

Marketing and Communications Manager 

Rose Fisher 

officerose@fcwucc.org 

 

Music Director 

Jane Frogley 

jfrogley@att.net 

 

 

 

Parish Caring Ministries Coordinator 

April Michaud 

aprilmichaudct@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

John Stevens 

stevens.j.m@comcast.net 

 

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Wolters 

mwolters@fcwucc.org 

 

Sexton 

Ken Baranoski 

baranoski@sbcglobal.net 

 

Early Learning Center Director 

Kate Bodmer 

katebodmer@fcwucc.org 

860-688-4597 
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