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A Letter from Pastor Nicole 

 

Every November I revisit the story of the first Thanksgiving. There is something 

so compelling about the story of the first Thanksgiving with its moments of 

gratitude, harmony, and peace. So much new research has been done to debunk 

those grade school images, but somehow, I want to hang on to some kernel that 

such a moment was possible. Author Nathaniel Philbrick who wrote the 

bestselling book “Mayflower”: A Story of Courage, Community, and War, 

dispels the mythological picture of a Pilgrim dinner table loaded with turkey, 

stuffing, and squash, with a few Native people in the sidelines. And yet, even 

Philbrick acknowledges that there was an original Thanksgiving meal that 

stands alone as a moment of coming together.  

 

Contrary to our childhood images, the first Thanksgiving had about 100 Native Americans, plus the only 

50 or so English. The Native Americans brought most of the food, including deer and fish. None of the 

homes could have hosted such a large group, so they ate outside, mostly standing or squatting because 

there were not enough chairs for everyone. They could never have survived without the Native people, 

so part of their gratitude to God was for the Native people who taught them how to fish, farm, and hunt 

in a foreign land. In short, the Native people taught them to improvise, to cooperate, to make it work. 

The moment of peace was fleeting, but it happened largely because the English had been humbled and 

forced to work together with the natives. Philbrick tells us about how things began to go wrong  

 

 “The moment any of them gave up on the difficult work of living with their neighbors—and all of the 

compromise, frustration, and delay that inevitably entailed—they risked losing everything.”  

 

Perhaps when we re-visit this story it can remind us that living in community with neighbors is difficult; 

and when done well, we can find a holy harmony, but when done poorly, it can be an utter disaster. 

Surely the stakes are not so high today as 1621, but we still have neighbors to live with , which involves 

compromise and frustration. God has called us to be good neighbors, not just to our natural friends, but 

to our enemies, to those who are as different from us as we can imagine. Jesus said, “Love your enemies; 

do good; lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great.”  

 

I would never think of our neighbors in Windsor as enemies. But Jesus uses a kind of hyperbole: if we 

need to love our enemies, how much more important is it to love the people in our closest proximity? 

What would that look like? The Native Americans loved their neighbors the English by providing food, 

friendship, and skills to survive. The gift of friendship, inviting people to a meal, and being in a 

community that offers thanks, this is a great gift. Please think about which neighbors you might invite to 

join our community this November and offer to pick them up on Sunday morning. Let us create our own 

holy moment of peace and harmony this Thanksgiving. 

 

Pastor Nicole 

 

 

 

 



Worship Schedule 

November 3rd  

All Saints Sunday 

Communion Sunday  

With Jazz Music! 

Scripture: Luke 6:20-31 

Sermon: “Blessed Are You” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Adrienne 

November 10th  

Veterans’ Remembrance 

Sunday  

Scripture: Psalm 137 

Sermon: “Mending Trauma” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 

November 17th  

New Member Sunday 

With Contemporary Music 

Scripture: Isaiah 65: 17-25 

Sermon: “Mending By Creating Something New” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole  

November 24th  

Thanksgiving Sunday 

 

Scripture: John 6:25-35 

Sermon: “True Bread” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 

December 1st  

First Sunday of Advent 

Communion Sunday 

World Aids Day 

Scripture: Matthew 1: 1-17, paraphrased 

Sermon: “Say Yes To Hope” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 

 

New Member Classes 

 

New Member Sunday is coming up on November 17th. If you are interested in joining 

the church, or just learning more about membership, please come to one of two New 

Member Classes after worship in the Morrell Room on November 3rd and 10th.  

 

Please see Pastor Nicole or Pastor Adrienne for more information. 

 

Birthday Ministry at FCW 

 

A new Birthday Ministry is being formed at First Church! We will need your 

name, birth month, and birth date. You may also include your birth year if you 

wish. Please email this information to our Church Administrator, Kathy Fisher, 

at officekathy@fcwucc.org or stop by the church office by November 8th.  

 

Pastor’s Pie Table  

 

Get ready to bake and buy! We’ll be selling pies, pastries, and quiches after worship 

on November 24th. The proceeds raised will help to send a group from our church to 

Puerto Rico for hurricane relief next year! Please contact Hilary Carpenter at (860) 

597-2579 or email her at carpenter.hilary@gmail.com if you would like to bake for 

the sale. We always sell out during this event so the more the merrier!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News from Youth Ministries                                                                                               

Pastor Adrienne 

 

Great news - our Children’s Ministry is growing! We have a growing and active group of kids at our 

church and we are thrilled. Because of our growing numbers, you might have noticed a few changes at 

church.  

We have expanded our Nursery area in the Parker Room and have started a 

Preschool Sunday School Class. We are so happy to be using that space every 

week. Ms. Christa is working with our preschoolers with activities and Bible 

stories. Having a comfortable space close to parents is important for our kids. We 

are thankful for the flexibility of the Parker Room, which allows us to use the 

space weekly for our young children as well as an adult space for meetings and 

special events.  

Our K-4th class is meeting in the basement Youth Room and our 5th through 7th-grade class is meeting in 

the choir room. Keeping our kids safe is a top priority for us! As we grow and consider what is in store 

for our children’s ministry, our Sunday School classes are taking place in the Meetinghouse.  

We need your help! Because we are growing, we are in need of volunteers to work with our wonderful 

children! You can take part in a wonderful ministry and share God’s love with our kids. 

Please prayerfully consider joining a team that will work with our kids once per month beginning in 

January. See Pastor Adrienne or contact Mandy Futterleib, Chair of our CE Board, at 

mandrake.futter@gmail.com if you have any questions. Thank you! 

 

Thanksgiving Gift Cards 

Carmen Rincon 

 

“Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.” Proverbs 22:9 

In previous years, the church has given Thanksgiving Baskets to those in 

need in our community, we have recently learned from our friends at 

Covenant to Care that gift cards are a better fit for the diverse group of 

people they serve. In response to this new information, this year we will 

invite people to select a gift card amount from the turkey display in the 

Narthex instead of committing to donate a food item. Gift cards from stores such as Stop & Shop, Price-

Rite or Walmart are ideal. If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, two small boxes will be 

made available between November 3rd and 17th, one in the Narthex and one in the church office.  

  

College Care Packages 

April Michaud 

College Care Packages April Michaud This year, Parish Caring Ministries will once again help 

coordinate the assembly and mailing of care packages to our young adults enrolled in college or serving 



in the military. This project was joyfully received by students in prior years just as 

they began winter exams, and we hope for the same this year. To help make this 

happen, Parish Caring Ministries is seeking donations from the congregation - either 

items for the packages or monetary donations to help purchase supplies or postage. 

If you wish to donate items for this project, we need between 25 and 30 of each of 

the following items:  

Granola, cereal or protein bars, hot cocoa packets, packs of gum, fun-sized candy bars, snack 

packs of raisins or other dried fruits, individually wrapped cookies or other sweet snacks, single-

serve bags of nuts, chips, pretzels or other salty snacks, small bags of trail mix, and microwave 

popcorn.  

These items can be brought to the church office from late October onwards. Monetary donations (please 

put “college care packages” in the memo field) to defray the cost of purchasing items or to pay for postage 

are also welcome and can be mailed or delivered to the church office. All donations should be made 

before November 20th as the boxes will be assembled that weekend. If you have questions please contact 

Pastor Adrienne through the church office, or April Michaud by phone at (860) 298-0193 or by email at 

aprilmichaudct@comcast.net. Thank you in advance for helping us spread some joy to our young adults 

before the stress of exams takes over!  

 

Used Book Sale                                                                                                                                       

Betsy Kenneson 

 

The eleventh annual Used Book Sale will be held on Saturday, 

November 2nd from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Nelson Hall. Unsold books 

will be available for a free-will offering after worship on Sunday, 

November 3rd. This is a great opportunity to stock up for your winter 

reading. To offer your help, or for more information, please contact 

Betsy Kenneson by email at betsy.kenneson@gmail.com or by phone 

at (860) 688-8070 (home) or (860) 930-2587 (cell).  

  

Windsor Houses of Worship Craft Fair 

Priscilla Ford 

 

The Windsor Houses of Worship craft fair will be held at L.P Wilson from 9 a.m. to 

2 p.m. on Saturday, November 9th. In preparation for this event, we have held a 

number of craft workshops and talented members have created a huge variety of 

goods for sale. Diane Dwelley has outdone herself with wreaths and gift baskets 

loaded with goodies and treasures donated by our members. Without your 

generosity, this could not have happened.  

 

Admission to the craft fair is $1 per person. Alternatively, you may bring along a non-perishable food 

item to donate to the Food Bank. Profits from the sale of crafts from the FCW booth will benefit the 



Outreach Board. Funds raised from the basket raffle will go to support the 

troops and funds raised from the bake sale will benefit the Windsor Food 

Bank. Refreshments will be available at the Senior Center.  

Don’t worry if you can’t make it to Saturday’s craft fair. Unsold items will 

be brought back to the church for sale after the service on Sunday.  

We need volunteers to make this event a success! We are seeking: 

People to help with set-up at LP Wilson on Friday, November 8th after 5 p.m.  

People to help with clean-up at 2:15 p.m. after the fair ends. 

Salespeople to assist shoppers during the fair on Saturday and after the service on Sunday (sign-up 

sheet available in Nelson Hall). 

Bakers to make treats for the bake sale (containers and labels available in Nelson Hall). 

People to help set-up the after-worship sale in Nelson Hall at 3 p.m. on November 9th. 

This is a celebration of Windsor, of our church and other churches in our community. We hope to see 

you there!  

  

Generosity Update 

 

November is the month of Thanksgiving, so it seems like the ideal 

time to express our deep gratitude to all of you for your participation 

in our recent Generosity Campaign. We kicked off the campaign with 

the Progressive Dinner, where we were able to come together and 

discuss the budget and talked about how our pledges support the 

church’s various missions and outreach initiatives. After this, we all 

received a letter and brochure from Pastor Nicole. During worship, 

we heard from members of our church family on what First Church means to them and why they pledge. 

We have also received an extremely generous offer from a church member who has offered to match the 

amount of new and increased pledges up to $ 10,000.00. Thank you, thank you, and thank you!  

 

We are grateful to everyone who has pledged so far, but if you haven’t yet had a chance it’s certainly not 

too late! We would, however, appreciate receiving it before Thanksgiving. This will allow us to tally the 

results, share them with our anonymous donor, and speed up the process of setting the 2020 budget. It 

will also save the team from having to make phone calls to folks and/or emails to track down missing 

pledges. 

This is a good opportunity to make sure that your 2019 pledge is up to date and paid by the end of 

December. If you are not making your pledge electronically, we encourage you to consider doing so. It 

is as simple as contacting your bank and requesting that they set up an automatic weekly, monthly or 

annual payment to First Church. You can also pledge online - lookout for more information on this 

coming soon.  

Your Generosity Team: Doug, Larry, Kim, Lauren 



Racial Justice Series: Implicit Bias and Micro-aggressions 
 

On Sunday, November 10th at 1 p.m.in Nelson Hall, the Outreach Board will be sponsoring a Racial 

Justice Series on implicit bias and micro-aggressions, facilitated by Kevin Booker, Jr.  

 

Kevin L. Booker, Jr. is the founder of Booker Empowerment, LLC and has been 

an educator for many years. He is committed to uplifting and educating 

individuals. Kevin realized his passion for encouraging others who do not have a 

voice when he was 12 years old. At that young age, he committed to fighting for 

young people, understood the importance of helping others see their full potential, 

and dedicated himself to a life of seeking social justice. His motto is “Get 

comfortable with being uncomfortable.”  

 

All Saints Sunday                                                                                                                    

April Michaud 

 

On Sunday, November 3rd, we will observe All Saints Sunday during worship. On this day we honor all 

the members of our congregation who have passed away over the last year by adding their names to our 

Tree of Life Banner.  

 

Women’s Club                                                                                                                                     

Beth Horlitz 

 

Please join us on Tuesday, November 12th at 12 p.m.in Nelson Hall. Bring your own 

sandwich and we will provide beverages and dessert. At 1 p.m., Attorney Warren 

Johnson will present "Elder Law Part II." A $2 donation each meeting and $15 annual 

dues all help to cover the expenses of the programs. Please call Sally O'Brien if you 

plan to attend and are not on the email list so that we have dessert and seats for all. As 

always, we extend a warm welcome to the women and men of the church and their friends.  

 

Notes from Around the Parish 

Thank you sincerely for your cards, calls, visits, and flowers during my recent illness. They cheered me 

and lifted my spirits. 

Love, Joanne Coghill 

 

Address Changes 

Deb DuPont: 247 Bloomfield Avenue, Windsor CT 06095. 

John H. Merrill: Apt 5174, 400 Seabury Drive, Bloomfield, CT 06002 



First Church Staff and Contact Information 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Nicole Grant Yonkman 

pastornicole@fcwucc.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Adrienne Armes 

pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org 

 

Church Administrator 

Kathy Fisher 

860-688-7229 

officekathy@fcwucc.org 

 

Marketing and Communications Manager 

Rose Fisher 

officerose@fcwucc.org 

 

Music Director 

Jane Frogley 

jfrogley@att.net 

 

 

 

Parish Caring Ministries Coordinator 

April Michaud 

aprilmichaudct@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

John Stevens 

stevens.j.m@comcast.net 

 

Bookkeeper 

Jim Houlberg, Jr.                                     
jimhoulberg@fcwucc.org 

 

Sexton 

Ken Baranoski 

baranoski@sbcglobal.net 

 

Early Learning Center Director 

Kate Bodmer 

katebodmer@fcwucc.org 

860-688-4597 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastornicole@fcwucc.org
mailto:pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org
mailto:officerose@fcwucc.org
mailto:jfrogley@att.net
mailto:aprilmichaudct@comcast.net
mailto:stevens.j.m@comcast.net
mailto:baranoski@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fcearly@yahoo.com

