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A Letter from Pastor Nicole 

Dear First Church Community 

Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe the new year 2019 is upon us. Saying 

the number of the new year always feels strange for a while perhaps 

because it is hard to fathom the passage of time. The turn of the calendar 

always gives us time to reflect on the past year and all that has happened 

and changed, and also gives us a chance to look forward to the year to 

come.  

 

January is special in my reckoning of the passage of time because the second Sunday in January 2016 

was the Sunday that FCW members voted to make me their Senior Minister, and because I also mark 

the passage of time by the lectionary, I remember too that the 3-year cycle of Bible readings of the 

lectionary has passed, and that this year on January 13, we will have the exact same scriptures I 

preached 3 years ago when I was just a candidate for the position. I remember that sermon on the 

baptism of Jesus so vividly. When I think about the past three years, it is amazing to see how far we 

have come and I am so grateful for our time together and how we have grown, changed and bonded in 

profound and beautiful ways.  

 

I find myself reflecting on the passage of time at FCW, and on my sacred calling to be a minister. 

Many of you know that I had a calling as a young child and besides a few supplemental part time jobs 

to help pay the bills, have only worked in ministry. I never wanted to do anything else. My small 

cohort of 8 from the Class of 1996 at the University of Chicago Divinity School was the community 

that profoundly shaped me. My classmate, Fr. Bill Carroll who is an Episcopal priest in Oklahoma 

recently wrote about our sacred calling “Each one of us disappears into his or her own unique calling 

from God. For when we lose our life, we find it. As we depend more completely on God, we become 

more fully ourselves.”  I love that. “Losing oneself” is not about losing one’s identity, but rather 

becoming more fully who we are called to be. There is nothing so satisfying as knowing you are 

exactly where you are supposed to be, exactly where God needs you to be.  

 

In this new year, we will continue to work on our sacred callings; both as individual members, and as a 

church body. It is my fervent hope that as we commit ourselves to the ministry of Jesus Christ, we will 

also more fully commit to our common ministry in Windsor and to serve its people. There is so much 

to do, and I find myself full expectation of what the next phase will bring.  

 

Peace be with you. 

 

Pastor Nicole 

 

  



Worship Schedule 

December 30 

Family Sunday 

Scripture: Revelation 21:1-6 

Sermon: TBA 

Worship Leader: Rev. Dr. Davida Crabtree 

January 6 

Epiphany Sunday  

Communion Sunday 

Scripture: Matthew 2: 1-12 

Sermon: “Three Kings Day” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 

January 13 

Baptism of Jesus Sunday 
 

Scripture: Luke 3:21-23, Isaiah 43: 1-7 

Sermon: “Passing Through the Waters” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 

January 20 

Dr. Rev. Martin Luther King 

Commemoration 
  

Scripture: John 2:11 

Sermon:  
“A Sacred Conversation on the Future of the Church              

Worship Leaders:  
Pastor Nicole & Rev. Shawn Garan 

January 27 

Silver Lake/Family Sunday 

Contemporary Worship 

Scripture: Luke 4: 14-21 

Sermon: “What Silver Lake Means to Me” 

Worship Leaders: Various Speakers 

February 3 

Communion Sunday 
Scripture: TBA 

Sermon: TBA 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Paul Nickerson 
 

Welcome Our Guest Preacher! 

Submitted by Pastor Nicole 

Shawn Garan will be joining us for a “Sacred Conversation on the Future Church” 

on January 20 and will speak at the second hour program following worship. Shawn 

has served as Associate Pastor of Second Congregational Church in Greenwich, 

CT since 2016. He is a military veteran and holds a B.A. from the University of 

Connecticut and a Masters of Divinity from Alliance Theological Seminary where 

he focused on Theology and Mission. Shawn is married to Ashley and they have 

seven-year-old twins. At heart he is a missional pastor who wants to inspire people 

to see the Bible in a fresh new way. For Shawn, success is connecting people with 

the ancient stories found in Scripture and finding applications that serve to help us live better lives. 

Reverend Shawn’s responsibilities here at the church are youth, community life, and our Saturday 

Evening Worship service “Evensong.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Important Notices                                                                                                                               

Submitted by Kevin Doyle & Lee Hoffman 
 

Annual Meeting 

 
You are hereby notified that this congregation’s 389th Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, February 3, 

2019 at 11:15 AM in the meetinghouse: 

To hear and act upon annual reports of the pastors, officers, committees and ministries; 

To adopt the budget for 2019; 

To hear and act upon the report of nominations and elect officers for the coming year; 

To review and act upon by-law changes;  

To transact such other business as may properly come before this meeting. 

 

All are invited to attend and participate in this meeting, to hear or be heard, although only members 

may vote.  Let us gather to give thanks and celebrate our unity, acting as the Body of Christ, to conduct 

the business of the Church in the spirit of faith, hope and love. Childcare is available in the Parish 

House. Snow Date: February 10, 2019. 

 

 

Finance Committee Develops the 2019 Budget   
 

The Finance Committee is working on the church’s budget for 2019, and progress is well underway. 

Our goal is to balance the operational needs of FCW (personnel, physical plant, etc.), our traditional 

programming (Christian education, outreach, etc.) and new programs that are in process that are now in 

the implementation stage. The budget will be discussed at our annual Congregational Meeting, which is 

currently scheduled to take place after worship on Sunday, February 3, 2019. The Finance Committee 

will be available for a Second Hour in Nelson Hall after worship on Sunday, January 13, 2019. At the 

January 13th meeting, we will present a draft budget for 2019, compare the budget to results from 2018, 

and take input on the draft budget and the budget process from members of the congregation. If you 

cannot attend the January 13 meeting, or if you have questions about the budget before that date, please 

feel free to contact Lee Hoffman at 860-306-9843 or leedhoffman@gmail.com. 
 

The Nominating Committee Is Looking for Volunteers      
 

As First Church moves from the visioning process to implementing the vision of First Church, we need 

volunteers to serve on our boards and committees to implement that vision.  To that end, the church’s 

Nominating Committee has been hard at work to fill the positions that serve as the lifeblood of our 

church. We still have opening on several key boards and committees, and we are always looking for 

more volunteers. While we cannot guarantee that we can provide you with your first-choice placement, 

in many instances, we can, and in every instance, we can provide you with a meaningful way to give 

back to the church or the wider community. The nominating process will continue through December 

and into January, however, we must finish the process soon. Our Congregational Meeting will be held 

on February 3, 2019, and we obviously need a full slate of nominations before that date.  Therefore, if 

you are interested in serving on a church board or committee, please contact one of the members of the 

Nominating Committee, Kevin Doyle, Lee Hoffman, Laurel Pepin, Al Relyea or Nicole Yonkman, or 

send an e-mail to leedhoffman@gmail.com. 

mailto:leedhoffman@gmail.com
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News from Youth Ministries 

Submitted by Pastor Adrienne 

 

Happy New Year! I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas! We had a busy Christmas 

season at church. Our kids did a marvelous job at the Christmas Pageant! Our CE Advent Fair 

was filled with people, crafts, pizza, and fun! Our Christmas Caroling and Open House had a 

great turnout and we sang our way through Windsor. Thanks to everyone who worked so hard 

to make these events happen! As we head into the new year, please mark your calendars for 

these upcoming events.  

                                                                                                                                                              

Calling all high schoolers! Join us Sunday, January 13 at 6 PM in the Basement 

Youth Room! We will be talking about Stress Management for Teens and Maria 

Eberle will be joining us to talk about some effective ways to relieve stress. We’ll have 

time for fellowship and snacks too! Hope to see you there!  

                                                                                                                                                                        

If you plan to join us on the Youth Service Trip which is August 10-17 in 

Oceanside, California, the application and $200 deposit are due January 15. Please 

see Pastor Adrienne if you need an application form or have any questions.  

 

Our next Pub Theology is Wednesday, January 16 from 6:30-8 PM at the 

Hungry Rhino in Windsor Locks! Invite a friend, come enjoy a beverage and some 

meaningful discussion. Adults of ALL ages are welcome! See Pastor Adrienne if 

you have questions.    

 

Calling all young adults! If you’re 18-30ish, please join us for a Young Adult Pub 

Night on Thursday, January 17 from 7-9pm at the Hungry Rhino in Windsor 

Locks.   

 

Join us on Sunday, January 27 for Silver Lake Sunday! We will hear from 

some of our youth about their experience at Silver Lake. Brian Lapis will join 

us for worship and will deliver a Silver Lake on the Road program during 

our second hour. Kids and parents are welcome to join us, play some games 

and hear more about the wonderful opportunities at Silver Lake!  

 

Our Youth Service Trip Team is offering a Parents’ Day Out on Sunday, 

January 27 from 2-5 PM. Please bring your kids to the Youth Sunday School 

Room and enjoy some time to yourself. We are accepting donations for this event 

which will go to support our kids for their trip this summer.  

 



News from the Parish Caring Committee 

Submitted by April Michaud 

 

Flower Committee  

Parish Caring Ministries is seeking volunteers for our Flower Committee to fill 

current vacancies. Each position asks a one-month commitment in the role per 

year. Flower Committee volunteers coordinate altar flowers for their assigned 

month (or four Sundays) and it is a wonderful activity for someone who is 

creative, regardless of gardening or prior flower arranging skills. If you would like 

to volunteer or to learn more, please contact April Michaud (860-298-

0193/aprilmichaudct@comcast.net) or Elaine O’Reilly (860-688-7048).  

Calling Weekday Drivers! 

Parish Caring Ministries is grateful to Meg and Dan Goodstein, who will co-

coordinate the Meals & Transportation committee. When they begin in their 

role, they would like to identify volunteers who are available during weekdays 

to help (as needed) with local rides to appointments for those in need. They have 

a great list of volunteers for rides, but not everyone can help Monday through 

Friday. Even those who are currently on the ride providers’ list are encouraged 

to share availability. If you would like to volunteer (or to learn more) please 

contact Meg or Dan Goodstein (860-463-4953 or mccgoods@gmail.com).  

Travelling Ministries 

Parish Caring Ministries is excited to see the momentum and enthusiasm of our Travelling Ministries 

program into its third year. We are looking for lay leaders and musicians to conduct worship services at 

locations in our community for February (see *) and beyond - no experience necessary!  

Tues., Jan. 8 (2:00 PM) at Windsor Rehab 

Thurs., Jan. 10 (2:00 PM) at Kimberly Hall 

Tues., Jan. 15 (1:00 PM) at Stonebrook Village  

Thurs., Jan. 17 (1:00 PM) at Delamere Woods 

Tues., Feb. 5 (2:00 PM) at Windsor Rehab 

Tues., Feb. 19 (1:00 PM) at Stonebrook Village * 

Thurs., Feb. 21 (1:00 PM) at Delamere Woods * 

Thurs., Feb. 28 (2:00 PM) at Kimberly Hall  

 

This is a wonderful and rewarding way to share your time and talents with those in local nursing homes 

or retirement communities. If you would like to volunteer or learn more, please contact April Michaud 

by phone (860.298.0193) or e-mail (aprilmichaudct@comcast.net).  
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College Care Package Thanks! 

Thank you to the donors who helped make our college care packages happen 

again this year, and to the confirmands who helped assemble and pack the 

boxes in late November. Packages were mailed or delivered in early December 

and have only begun to arrive to their happy recipients as articles were due for 

The Edge – so stay tuned for pictures of the recipients! 

 

Shelter Meals 

Submitted by Cindy Taplin 

 
The first shelter meal of 2019 will be on Sunday January 20. The 

confirmation class and their mentors will be preparing and hosting the meal. 

There are still opportunities to participate if you are interested! We are 

seeking donations of fruit (oranges, bananas, apples), beverages (pineapple 

juice, milk) and baked goods. These donations are always greatly 

appreciated and help offset the cost of preparing a healthy and delicious 

meal. To help plan our meal and shopping, if you are interested in donating 

please call Cindy Taplin at 860-683-4288 or email peabean_2@comcast.net 

by Friday January 18.   

 

January 27 Second Hour: Elder Abuse 

Submitted by Heidi Kelsey 
 

What do you know about Elder Abuse? Would you like to learn more?  Do you 

know that Elder Abuse can take many forms, both physical and mental?  Would 

you recognize the warning signs? What are the risk factors? What should you do 

if you suspect abuse? These are just some of the issues that will be covered in 

our Second Hour discussion on January 27 led by Christine Waszynski, a 

Geriatric Nurse Practitioner and Clinical Nurse Specialist at Hartford Hospital.  

We hope you will join us for this important topic that affects all of us.  

 

First Sunday brunch 

Submitted by Priscilla Ford 

 
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped out at our last First Sunday 

brunch in December! We have some talented chefs among our members; 

Steve and Jack Porcaro created delicious breakfast sandwiches! The kitchen 

crew (Diane, Lauren and Pam) and some of our children made short work of 

cleanup with the help of the new dishwasher. Our youth will research social 

justice issues and donate the proceeds of the December “free will offering” 

to the group which they feel will do the most good with it. We will munch 

again on Sunday, January 6 and hope to see you then!  
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News from Women’s Club 

Submitted by Beth Horlitz 

 
Come join the fun in Nelson Hall on Tuesday, January 8, as Andrea Schnure leads us in 

the dice game of Bunco. The more the merrier and there will be prizes! Come at noon 

and bring your own lunch. We will provide the coffee, tea and dessert. As always, we 

welcome the attendance of both the men and women of the church and their friends. 

 

Thank You! 

 
I’d like to thank First Church for the lovely lap robe and for all the kindness you have shown me – 

Lorraine Ernst 

 

Thank you all very much for the beautiful poinsettia – Tom Gilmartin 

 

News from the ELC 

Submitted by Elith Howard 

 

We had a great time celebrating the holidays and hope you did as well! The children of First Church 

Early Learning Center sang their hearts out at our Seasonal sing-along! They did an AWESOME job of 

spreading holiday cheer to their parents, friends, and family with cute renditions of “Ten Little Elves,” 

“Mitten,” “S-A-N-T-A,” and "Jingle Bells".  

 

As we enter a new year, the children will have the opportunity to 

learn through the theme "Winter Wonderland”. They will get to 

measure how many inches of snow we get and discuss what 

happens during the season of winter. They will check the 

temperature with a thermometer to see how cold it is, which will 

help them to work with numbers. If the weather isn’t too cold the 

children can make snow people and snow angels.  

We just know we are going to have “snow” much fun in 2019! We wish you and your family a Happy 

New Year! 

 

The Evolution of Hymn Singing in New England 

Submitted by Al Boehm, historian 
 

First Church in Windsor played a prominent role in the transition from Psalm singing to organized 

Hymn singing in the 18th century as mentioned in The Sabbath in Puritan New England by Alice Morse 

Earle. The first American Hymnal Book was printed in the southern Colonies in 1737 by John Wesley. 

Ben Franklin published Isaac Watts Hymns in 1741. These Hymnals did not make their way into New 

England until after the Revolution. Prior to that, Psalms were sung from the Old Testament. Alice Earle 

quotes a Rev. Thomas Walter as to the quality of the singing: 



 “No two men in the Congregation quaver alike or together, it sounds like five hundred different tunes 

roared out at the same time with perpetual interfearings.”  

“Men” here is meant literally; in the 1730’s women were not allowed to speak during Sabbath services. 

The issue came to the fore at First Church at a Congregational Meeting on July 2, 1736. Alice Morse 

Earle writes that: 

“The business of the meeting is what should be done respecting that part of the Public worship called 

singing, viz: whether they would sing the way that Deacon Marshall usually sung in his lifetime, 

commonly called the ‘Old Way’ or whether they sing the way taught by Mr. Beal commonly called 

‘Singing by Rule’. 

 After discussion, a number of votes were taken: 

• Vote 1, It became impossible to get an accurate count “there being many members” 

• Vote 2, the Moderator ordered everyone to exit their seats and stand in the “Alleys”. 

Those voting the “Old Way” were ordered into the boxes on the Men’s side on the 

Meetinghouse and the “By-Rule” voters to the Women’s side. After a lot of grumbling about 

breaking tradition, the Congregation complied. The vote for the “Old Way” tallied 42 by the 

Clerk but 63 by the Moderator, Capt. Allyn. 

• Vote 3, A recount was taken, and the two men agreed on 43 for the Old Way 

• Vote 4, It was then suggested that a better way would be to count the vote as people exited the 

Meetinghouse. Against many objections, the Moderator ordered the same group of “Old Way” 

voters “to pass out of the Meeting-House door and there be counted, who did accordingly, and 

their number was 44 or 45.” 

• Vote 5, the vote of the rebels for rule-singing, did not occur because when they were asked to 

“draw out of their seats and pass out of the door to be counted” they refused. They replied, “they 

were ready to show their minds in any proper way where they were … but would not go out the 

door to do the same” “which the Moderator refused to do and thereupon declared that it was 

voted that Deacon Marshall’s way of singing called the “Old Way” should be sung in Publick 

for the future.” 

 

The singing subject came up again 6 months later at the 

Annual Meeting in January 1737. The Congregation voted to 

use Mr. Beal’s “Singing by Rule” for half the Service and 

Deacon Marshalls “Old-Way” for the other half. In two more 

years, February 1740, Beal’s method was adopted with 

Deacon John Wilson continuing as Chorister, while Deacon 

John Cook was to “read the Psalms in public.” Singing by 

Rule spread throughout New England including the opening 

of a New England “singing-school”. First Church in Windsor 

should be proud of our role in transitioning to the New Way That evolved into Hymns and Choirs.  

 

 

 



We hope you’ll enjoy these photos from our recent Bus Caroling adventure! 

 

Welcome New Members! 

 

 

 

Left to right: Heidi Adams with daughter Trillian, age 8 (son, Wolfgang, age 10 not 

pictured), Jalyn Brown and mom Kim Brown (son, Josh Brown not pictured) 

Mentors: Emily Courtney, Castella Copeland, and Marva Copeland. 
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Edited, compiled and designed by Rose Fisher 

 

Our thanks to Beth Horlitz and Sally O’Brien who kindly prepared this issue for mailing. 

 

The deadline to submit articles for the February issue is 12 PM on Tuesday, January 15. 

 



First Church Staff and Contact Information 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Nicole Grant Yonkman 

pastornicole@fcwucc.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Adrienne Armes 

pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org 

 

Church Administrator 

Kathy Fisher 

officekathy@fcwucc.org 

 

Marketing and Communications Manager 

Rose Fisher 

officerose@fcwucc.org 

 

Music Director 

Jane Frogley 

jfrogley@att.net 

 

 

Parish Caring Ministries Coordinator 

April Michaud 

aprilmichaudct@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

John Stevens 

stevens.j.m@comcast.net 

 

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Wolters 

mwolters@fcwucc.org 

 

Sexton 

Ken Baranoski 

baranoski@sbcglobal.net 

 

Early Learning Center Director 

Elith Howard 

fcearly@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastornicole@fcwucc.org
mailto:pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org
mailto:officekathy@fcwucc.org
mailto:officerose@fcwucc.org
mailto:jfrogley@att.net
mailto:aprilmichaudct@comcast.net
mailto:stevens.j.m@comcast.net
mailto:mwolters@fcwucc.org
mailto:baranoski@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fcearly@yahoo.com

