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ADVENT
OF UNITY
CONCERT &
CHRISTMAS
SINGALONG
SUNDAY, DEC. 2 AT 4 PM
FEATURING MUSICAL PERFORMANCES
FROM WINDSOR CHURCHES AND
THE WIDER COMMUNITY

AT FIRST CHURCH WINDSOR
107 PALISADO AVENUE

FREE
EVENT!

A Letter from Pastor Nicole
Winter seems to have come early to New England this year with our first
snow of the season on November 15th. Being from northern Maine, I
embrace the snow season, and feel sort of nostalgic about it. When the snow
comes early and stays, my grandmother used to call it an “old-fashioned
winter.” I realize I may well have the minority opinion on snow. Recently
there has been a meme circulating:
If you choose not to find joy in the snow, you will have less joy in your life but the same amount of
snow.
I do find joy in snow for many reasons: the memories of playing in the snow, snow days off from
school, cross country skiing, time with family and friends hanging out together while we wait for the
snow to subside, the beauty of falling snow that transforms the landscape, and of course Advent and
Christmas memories. Whether you find joy in the snow or not, I hope you find joy in this Advent and
Christmas season.
At First Church we are celebrating Advent and Christmas by Journeying to Bethlehem, week by week
for the four Sundays in Advent. We have some wonderful traditions at First Church which we will
continue this year, with some new touches. There is a new Creative Worship Team that has been
working on making each worship service unique and special with creative elements. For example, Sue
Williams created beautiful East and West communion tables for World Communion Sunday with an
altarscape representing Jesus the Christ. To receive communion, members came forward in an
emotional experience of actively moving toward Jesus. For All Saints Sunday, Laurel Pepin created a
beautiful slide-show of our saints while Mike Novak led the jazz band and we sang songs like “When
the Saints Go Marching In.” For Veterans Day, we featured a moving slideshow of our veterans, some
currently on active duty. Our sermon time was a Sacred Conversation on Mental Health with Alexis
Niemann, and Jeff Zirbel ended the service by playing taps on his trumpet. I am very proud of our team
and all the carefully thought out plans that have been made. We want every worship service to help us
achieve one of our core values “Transformational Worship.”
Get ready to see some beautiful enhancements to our worship space that will help us to Journey to
Bethlehem. Our space will make you imagine the wonder of characters in the Christmas story and pull
you into the story itself. We are always moving toward Jesus, and this Advent we will journey together
as a community. I hope you will join us.
Peace be with you.
Pastor Nicole

Worship Schedule
December 2
The First Sunday of Advent
HOPE

Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16, Luke 21: 25-27
Sermon: “The Branch of David”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Join us for brunch after worship!
December 9
Scripture: Luke 3:1-6
The Second Sunday of Advent Sermon: “In that Year: Evidence of the Historical Jesus”
PEACE
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Featuring an alterscape by Sue Williams.
December 16
Scripture: Luke 3:7-18, Zephaniah 3:14-20
The Third Sunday of Advent
Sermon: “God the Gatherer”
JOY
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Featuring a performance from the Drumming Circle.
December 16
Scripture: Luke 1:39-55
The Fourth Sunday of Advent Sermon: “Mary’s Song”
LOVE
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Featuring an alterscape by Sue Williams.
Family Christmas Eve Worship with Children's Pageant
December 24
performance by the Spark Singers!
Christmas Eve Worship
5 PM
Traditional Christmas Worship with Lessons and Carols
December 24
Featuring a performance from the Spark Singers.
Christmas Eve Worship
9 PM
December 30
Scripture: TBA
Season of Christmas &
Sermon: TBA
Family Worship Sunday
Worship Leader: TBA

News from Youth Ministries
Submitted by Pastor Adrienne
Hello First Church family! We have had a very active fall and are excited about all the festivities that
Christmas brings. As we head into Advent and the Christmas season, may we remain focused on the
hope, peace, joy and love that Jesus brings us.
Youth Service Trip Meeting
We are planning a service trip to Oceanside, California August 10-17, 2019.
If you are a youth or parent of a youth who is interested in participating, please join us for an
informational meeting on Sunday, December 2 after worship in the Conference Room.
Christmas Caroling and Open House
Join us on Sunday, December 9 for Christmas caroling followed by an Open
House with soup, grilled cheese and cookie swap! Please arrive in Nelson
Hall at 3:30 PM for the Cookie Swap! If you are baking or buying cookies,
please provide 3 dozen so we have enough to hand out during our Christmas
caroling as well! We will leave for caroling promptly at 4PM and return to
Nelson Hall by 6 PM for soup, grilled cheese and cookies! Please bring your
soup in a crock pot if possible. We have crock pots available at church if

you would like to borrow one. Email Pastor Adrienne to let her know if you will be bringing cookies or
soup, and how many people will go caroling on the bus.
Christmas Pageant
Our Christmas Pageant will be held on Christmas Eve at 5 PM. We will rehearse
for the pageant every week during Sunday School beginning December 2. If your
child would like to participate in the pageant, please try to attend worship during
the month of December! Our dress rehearsal is required for those who wish to
participate in the pageant and will be Sunday, December 23 at 11:15 AM. Lunch
will be provided.
Donations Sought
Submitted by Sue Williams
On Sunday, December 23, the last Sunday of Advent, when we celebrate Christmas,
the Creative Worship Ministry is asking that all parishioners bring a non-perishable
food item, a few dollars or a check for the Windsor Food Bank. At a special time
during the service, we will be having a procession to the altar and presenting these
gifts to the "Son of Poverty" (which is the name of the altarscape for that
Sunday.) Thank you!
Christmas Choir Singers Welcome!
Submitted by Jane Frogley
The 9 PM service on Christmas Eve includes candlelight and beautiful music. In
addition to the familiar carols, the choir sings several Christmas anthems. If you're not
able to sing in the choir on a weekly basis but would like to be a part of this special
service, please join us! We will be rehearsing the music on Dec. 6, 13 and 20 at 7:30 PM
in the choir room. You will be most welcome!
News from the Outreach Board
Submitted by Joyce Ward
Our Pastor’s Pie and Pastry Table was a hit, raising more than
$400! We sold out in less than 15 minutes. Next year, we will
have a delayed opening, so our wonderful choir members also
have an opportunity to shop. Our Thanksgiving Baskets were
a great success. With help from the congregation we
assembled 36 baskets complete with a turkey and a pumpkin
pie for members of our community in need this Thanksgiving.
Members of our team recently packed approximately 300
bags of Thanksgiving groceries at Hands on Hartford with a
Muslim women’s organization along with folks from other
churches and houses of worship - a very positive experience! Finally, we collected clothes for those in

need in conjunction with Windsor Social Services. The generosity of our congregation is overwhelming,
and we exceeded our targets!
Our next project will be a coat drive. We are seeking clean, gently used or new
coats for men, women, teens and children in need in the Windsor Area. Kathy
Fisher kindly brought in a coat rack which is located just outside of her office.
Please hang your donations here. Thank you all for all your generosity and hard
work. Now, on to Christmas!

First Church Used Book Sale
Submitted by Betsy Kenneson
Thank you to the many, many First Church members and
friends who helped make our 10th annual used book sale
another success. We provided a recycling place for books
bought last year and for those who were downsizing. Your
contributions of books, boxes, bags or baking; driving to
pick up donations of books; helping with sorting, moving
and organizing books for the sale; cashiering the sales of
our items; welcoming and assisting our customers; reboxing leftovers after the sale; muscle and good humor
throughout; and those who purchased used books all helped us raise just over $3900 - our best ever - for
the mission and ministries of First Church.
In keeping with our church’s purpose of mission and ministry, a number of our members and friends
also took bags of books, DVD’s and jigsaw puzzles to meet a variety of other needs and uses such as
classrooms in area schools and home-schooling families. A box of like-new books and several boxes of
DVD’s and CD’s were brought to the Windsor Public Library to either add to their collection or put in
their ongoing book sale.
Unsold books at the end of the sale were once again taken by the owner of Traveler Restaurant, just off
Interstate 84, in Union, CT, where each of the restaurant’s patrons may choose 3 free books. Our bags
and bags of leftover bags were brought to the Windsor Food Bank, just in time for distribution of
Thanksgiving groceries, and to the Windsor Public Library to help patrons keep their books dry.
Booklovers and bargain hunters who visited us for the first time were joined by our loyal supporters who
turn out for the sale each year. They donated books, bought books, volunteered with us and said they
hoped to see us next year. On the day of the sale and following worship on Sunday, Nelson Hall was
abuzz with book browsers, buyers, and volunteers, all enjoying book talk, bargains, coffee and
fellowship.
Our used book sale was an opportunity to clean out our bookshelves by recycling our reading, restock
our winter reading supply, and to meet and welcome visitors. We enjoyed the fellowship of working
together, helping others and raising some money for First Church. Thanks once again to the many
members, friends, and family who helped make it happen.

Christmas at
First Church
December 2
10 am: First Sunday of Advent Worship (HOPE)
11 am: Advent Brunch in Nelson Hall
4 pm: Advent of Unity Concert and Christmas Sing-A-Long
December 9
10 am: Second Sunday of Advent Worship (PEACE)
3:30 pm: Cookie Swap
4 pm: Bus Carrolling (meet in church parking lot)
6 pm: Open House with soup & grilled cheese in Nelson Hall
December 16
10 am: Third Sunday of Advent Worship (JOY)
11:15 am: Christian Education Advent Fair
December 23
10 am: Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship (LOVE)
Featuring the Spark Singers!
11:15 am: Christian Pageant Dress-Rehearsal
Christmas Eve, December 24
5 pm: Family Worship & Christmas Pageant
9 pm: Traditional Candlelight Worship with Lessons and Carols
December 30
10 am: Season of Christmas Worship

News from Women’s Club
Submitted by Beth Horlitz
Rhea Higgins, Professor of Art History at the University of Hartford,
will present "Images of Mary: What do they express about her meaning
through the ages" to the Women's Club on Tuesday, December 11 in
Nelson Hall. Please bring your own lunch at noon. We will provide
coffee, tea and dessert. The program begins at 1 PM. As always, we
welcome the women and men of the church and their friends to attend.
Travelling Ministries
Submitted by April Michaud
Our spirited FCW Travelling Ministry program brings lay leaders of all
experience levels to locations in our community to share a service - by
singing hymns, reciting poetry, reading scripture, sharing stories, or other
methods of bringing the joy of God’s love to those who wish to share with
us. The calendar for our 2018-2019 program year is set, we have many
leaders in place, and we are looking for members of the congregation who
wish to attend these services and support our lay leaders. We are also
looking for someone who may be interested in leading the services at
Stonebrook Village starting in January. If you have questions, please
contact April Michaud (aprilmichaudct@comcast.net or (860-298-0193)
Tuesday, December 4, 2018 2:00 PM Windsor Rehab
Tuesday, December 18, 2018 1:00 PM Stonebrook Village
Thursday, December 20, 2018 2:00 PM Kimberly Hall
Thursday, December 20, 2018 1:00 PM Delamere Woods
Notes from Around the Parish
In November we all enjoyed the perfect pancake breakfast thanks to Andrea,
Emily and Nora Vazquez. Your generous donations totaled $309.00. The gift
will be sent to the Silver Lake Conference Center and doubled. Best of all, our
church family had time to visit. Our children and youth are the best hosts! They
helped serve and did a great job clearing tables. Diane Dwelley, Cindy Taplin,
and Azelio Vivarelli made short work of the kitchen chores. Thank you,
everyone! Our next brunch will be on Dec 2. Donations will be set aside for a
social justice concern designated by the Outreach Board. Priscilla Ford
We want to share our happiness with First Church about the wedding of our daughter, Sarah Huleatt,
who married Robert Heinimann on November 10th in Deep River, CT. Sarah is a social worker in a
Fairfield, CT high school and Rob is a lawyer. They live in New Haven and share their home with their
puppy Ailish. We miss you all! Rick and Susan Huleatt

New Russell House Tenants
Submitted by Barry Budlong
The historic Russell House, located on our church campus, will soon be alive with
the sound of music. As of January 1, 2019, the Music School at Sound Crossing
will relocate from the Poquonock Community Church to Russell House. The
school will use rooms in the Parish Hall during weekday afternoons and Saturday
mornings, and will hold its annual concert in the Meetinghouse. Established in
2008, the school offers lessons in violin, viola, cello, guitar flute, piano and voice,
to students of all ages. The mission of the Music School dovetails nicely with that
of First Church. Thus, they are a welcomed addition to the church campus.

News from the ELC
Submitted by Elith Howard
During the month of December, the children of First Church Early Learning
Center will learn about holiday traditions and celebrations from across the
world. From Hanukkah to Christmas to Kwanzaa, the holidays are also a time
to teach children about love and unity. Later in December, it will be
performance time for the students as they sing their little hearts out. Parents,
grandparents, and other family members are invited to come in to hear the
children harmonize on Wednesday, December 19 and Thursday, December 20,
at our Annual Seasonal Sing-along!
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the members of First Church in Windsor who continue
to share their Box Tops for Education with us! The money we receive from our Box Tops will allow us
to provide preschool scholarships for families in need. If you would like to help with these efforts, we
have a box on the table outside the Early Learning Center to collect Box Tops and we would truly
appreciate your help. We wish you all a happy and safe holiday season as you spend time with your
family and friends.
Place Your Order for Christmas Poinsettias!
The Christmas poinsettias will be displayed on
December 16. After worship they will be
distributed to church members by members of the
Flower Committee and other Parish Caring
volunteers. If you wish to purchase a memorial
plant, please complete the tear-out in the Sunday
bulletin or call or email Kathy in the church
office. Each plant costs $12.
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