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A Letter from Pastor Nicole 

 Fall is hands-down my favorite time of the year. I feel so fortunate to 

have my roots in New England because the amazing splendor of the 

changing of the seasons always stops me in my tracks. For me, fall is 

about the passage of time, a kind of dying, resting, going fallow, 

transformation. Of course, we know that after the fall and winter, spring 

and new birth, Easter and resurrection, come again. But for now, in the 

moment of amazing colors and beauty of fall, I like to pause in the 

moment and reflect on the movements in my life, in the life of the church, in the circle of people who 

have touched us.  

 

I think of the people who have passed on or moved away. I think of the births of babies, the young 

people who spoke their statements of faith and were confirmed, the baptisms of infants, children, and 

even one adult. I think of the new members joining the church. I think of the movement from a Vision 

Team to an Implementation Team because we are now ready to take concrete actions to put into 

practice the things we have dreamed of and planned for. I think of the justice-driven actions of the 

Outreach team like the vigil for separated families, and marches, and the Mental Health Initiative. I 

think of how our creative worship has kindled our spirits, stirred up emotions, and drawn us closer to 

God and each other. I am in awe at the way our community pulled together to show love and 

compassion to the Gillette family when we all were grieving and in distress.  

 

When I think of the way God is moving in us at First Church and in the wider community, I am so 

grateful. And I know that you feel that gratitude too because I see you, in your prayers for our 

community and the way you reach out and stretch yourselves beyond what you thought was possible. I 

see your gratitude in the hope you have for the future of the church. I see your hope in your 

participation in the Giving in Faith Together stewardship campaign. I see your gratitude to planning for 

a bright future and putting things in place to try to ensure it. 

 

In the month of November, we take time to remember the changes and movements in the life of the 

church. We celebrate our saints, the members of the church who have passed away on All Saints 

Sunday. We celebrate Veteran’s Day as an expression of Jesus’ teaching “There is no greater love than 

to lay down one's life for one's friends.” (John 15:13). We also begin our Mental Health Initiative to 

start to talk about mental health in an open and honest way. Then, for Thanksgiving Sunday, we 

celebrate our thankfulness to God for all that God has done; and finally, we see the end of our liturgical 

year for Reign of Christ Sunday on November 25, so that we can begin again in Advent with the story 

of the birth of Jesus. 

And so, as we say in worship “God is good all the time. And all the time God is good.” 

Shalom Blessings 

Pastor Nicole 
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A Gathering for Healing in Our Time of Grief 

Sunday November 4, 5:30-7:00 PM in the Morrell Room 

You are invited to gather in the spirit of community with a new 

group for healing from grief. This is the first meeting to explore 

how we might find healing in our time of grief. All are invited. If 

possible, please tell Pastor Nicole, Pastor Adrienne or the office 

that you plan to attend. We would like to have an idea of how large 

the group will be. Our leader will be Suzanne Nolan. 

 

Suzanne Nolan, MA, Board Certified Chaplain, has been a chaplain in the Hartford area for more than 

25 years and recently retired as Director of Spiritual Care at St. Francis Hospital. She has also ministered 

in the parish setting and in the practice of Spiritual Direction/Companionship.  Through this work she 

has provided spiritual care to many grieving individuals and groups. Suzanne now lives in Windsor and 

has been acquainted with parishioners at FCW since the 1970’s!  

 

October 28: Generosity Sunday 

Scripture: Mark 12: 38-44 

Sermon: “Giving in Faith Together” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole  

November 4: All Saints Sunday & Communion Sunday with Jazz 

Worship 

Scripture: John 11:32-44 

Sermon: “Looking for Life Among the Dead” 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Nicole 

On this day, we remember those members of our church family who have 

passed away in the last year by adding their names to our Tree of Life banner. 

The banner will remain on display in the meetinghouse until November 18th. 

November 11: Veterans’ Sunday 

Scripture: Mark 5: 1-13 

Sermon: “A Sacred Conversation on Mental Health” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole with Alexis NiIemann 

November 18: Thanksgiving Sunday 

Scripture: Joel 2: 21-27 

Sermon: “Eat in Plenty and Be Satisfied” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 

November 25: Reign of Christ Sunday 

Scripture:  John 18:33-37 

Sermon: “What is Truth?” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Adrienne  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



News from Youth Ministries 

Submitted by Pastor Adrienne 

Happy Fall, First Church! Here’s a look at what is coming up in November! If you have any questions 

about these activities or would like to join in, please see Pastor Adrienne or contact her at 

pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org.  

Youth Service Trip 2019 

We have an exciting opportunity for our Youth Service Trip next 

summer! Our youth have requested a "big" trip and had plenty of great 

ideas for where we could go. After exploring many options, the youth 

settled on California for our Service Learning Trip. We will spend a 

week in Southern California working in food pantries, homeless meal 

programs, community clinics, and doing housing rehabilitation. We 

will work hard all day and walk to the beach in the evenings!   

The dates of the trip will be August 10 to 17, 2019. The estimated price is $900 per person but we will 

be actively fundraising to cover as much of this cost as possible!  

 

Youth Band 

Our Youth Band will practice on November 4 after church and will perform during 

worship on November 11! If you are in 6-12th grade and are musically inclined, 

please join us!   

 

New Program for High Schoolers   

Once a month we will meet on Sunday night at 6 PM to spend time together, have 

fun, and eat snacks! We’ll have a brief time of devotion and have the chance to share 

what’s going on in our lives. Our next meeting will be held on November 11 in the 

Basement Youth Room in the Meetinghouse. 

 

Craft and Movie Night for All Ages 

Join us on Wednesday, November 14 from 5:30-7:30 PM in the Meetinghouse 

basement youth room for a night of fun, crafts, food, and a movie! We will have 

several adult crafts available including greeting cards, Christmas crafts, and fabric 

stars. Crafts and a movie will be available for our kids and youth.  

 

Make an Advent Wreath craft! 

Join us after worship in Nelson Hall on November 18 to make an Advent Wreath for 

your family! All are most welcome!  
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College Care Packages 

Submitted by April Michaud 

For the third year, Parish Caring Ministries will help to coordinate the assembly 

and mailing of care packages to our young adults enrolled in college or enlisted 

in the military. These packages were joyfully received by students in prior years 

just as they begin winter exams, and we hope for the same this time around. To 

help make this happen, Parish Caring Ministries is seeking donations from the 

congregation - either items for the packages or monetary donations to help 

purchase supplies or postage. If you wish to donate items for this project we need 

30 of each of the items on the following page:  

Granola, cereal or protein bars, hot cocoa packets, packs of gum, fun-sized candy bars, snack 

packs of raisins or other dried fruits, individually wrapped cookies or other sweet snacks, single-

serve bags of nuts, chips, pretzels or other salty snacks, small bags of trail mix, and microwave 

popcorn. 

These items can be brought to the church office starting in late October. Monetary donations (please put 

“college care packages” in the memo field) can be mailed or delivered to the church office. All donations 

should be made before November 16 as the boxes will be assembled that weekend. If you have questions, 

contact April Michaud at aprilmichaudct@comcast.net or call 860-298.0193. Thank you in advance for 

helping us spread some joy to our young adults before the stress of exams takes over!  

 

Travelling Ministries 

Submitted by April Michaud 

Our spirited FCW Travelling Ministry program brings lay leaders of all experience levels to locations in 

our community to share a service - by singing hymns, reciting poetry, reading scripture, sharing stories, 

or other methods of bringing the joy of God’s love to those who wish to share with us. The calendar for 

our 2018-2019 program year is set, we have many leaders in place, and we are looking for members of 

the congregation who wish to attend these services and support our lay leaders. We are also looking for 

someone who may be interested in leading the services at Stonebrook Village starting in 

January.  If you have questions, please contact April Michaud (aprilmichaudct@comcast.net or                  

860-298-0193) 

 

Thursday, November 8, 20182:00 PM Kimberly Hall 

Tuesday, November 6, 20182:00 PM Windsor Rehab 

Thursday, November 15, 20181:00 PM Delamere Woods 

Tuesday, November 20, 20181:00 PM Stonebrook Village 

Tuesday, December 4, 2018 2:00 PM Windsor Rehab  

Tuesday, December 18, 2018 1:00 PM Stonebrook Village  

Thursday, December 20, 2018 2:00 PM Kimberly Hall 

Thursday, December 20, 2018 1:00 PM Delamere Woods  
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News from Your Generosity Team 

Submitted by Randy Clark, Stanley Cort, Doug Kelly, Kate McLean, Kim Lajoie-Ray, 

Ginny Lougee, and Larry Pennington. 

 

As we approach Thanksgiving, we know that we have so much to be thankful for. During this special 

time of the year we are particularly grateful for our church community! 

 

We held nine cottage meetings during September with more than 100 

participants who got to experience fellowship and gratitude first hand. Love, 

for each other and of our church, was the bond that connected us all.  

 

The theme of this year’s Generosity Campaign was” Giving in Faith 

Together” (G.I.F.T.). Thanks to those of you who have already made a 

financial pledge for 2019 and to those that are about to, in support of our 

beloved church and all its ministries and programs. Your faithful and faith-

filled giving is vital to First Church and every dollar does matter. Together 

we can all make a difference in reaching our financial goal. Thank you!  

 

News from the Outreach Board 

Submitted by Joyce Ward 

Outreach Board Recent Outreach monetary allocations to be distributed:  

True Colors. $200                                                                                                                                                 

UCC Open and Affirming Alliance: $500                                                                                                                     

Silver Lake $500                                                                                                                                           

Hartford Seminary $600                                                                                                                                

Andover Newton Theological Seminary: $1,200                                                                                                 

Hands on Hartford: $1,000                                                                                                                                   

Windsor Cares: $500                                                                                                                                      

The Outreach Board voted to allocate $500 to the dishwasher fund 

to help defray the costs of its installation. Shelter Meals and the 

monthly brunch project make use of the dishwasher, and the 

workload for volunteers is lightened by having the proper 

equipment. The new dishwasher is energy efficient and helps us 

reduce our use of paper products. The Outreach Board has also 

allocated funds to the Book Buddies project to enable the purchase 

and distribution of books over and above the very generous 

donations of books from the congregation.  

The first monthly brunch, headed by Priscilla Ford, was held on October 7 and was a big hit.  One Sunday 

a month, there will be a brunch to provide an opportunity for the congregation to socialize and enjoy a 

nice meal. The outreach board is providing financial support, so there is no charge, but good-will 

donations are welcomed. Each month the donations will be sent to a different organization that provides 

services within our local community.  

Our recent survey showed us that the top three outreach issues for FCW members are: service projects, 

hunger/homelessness, and social justice We are in the process of developing an official mission 



statement for the Outreach Board along with a clear definition of Social Justice in alignment with the 

Visioning Team’s recommendations.  

We have several Service Projects coming up in November, including the Pastor’s Pie Table, 

Thanksgiving Baskets and ongoing collection of items for Windsor residents serving in the military. 

Look out for more information in upcoming bulletins and email blasts! 

 

Shelter meals 

Submitted by Cindy Taplin 

 
The first shelter meal of the 2018/19 season will be Sunday, November 4. We will meet at 3 PM in 

Nelson Hall to prepare a healthy and nutritious meal for the men at ImmaCare Shelter. A light dinner 

will be served at 5:30 PM. Afterward, we will pack up the meals and head to Hartford at 6:30 PM.  

We need help throughout the day to make this a successful event. We are 

looking for a kitchen lead and helpers to prepare the meal. Daytime hours 

don't work for you? We need meal servers starting at 5:30 PM. Not available 

on the 4th to be part of the meal but still want to help? We will be accepting 

donations of fruit (bananas, oranges, apples) and beverages (orange juice, 

pineapple juice, and milk) throughout the day. If you are interested in helping 

please contact Cindy Taplin at peabean_2@comcast.net or at 860-683-4288.  

 

Thank You!                                                                                                                                

Submitted by Priscilla Ford 

Thank you everyone who made our First Sunday Brunch a success. Al and Laureen 

Relyea, Marilyn Boehm, Lauren Morris and Pam Petro are the BEST! KP was 

cheerfully accomplished with the help of Madeleine Armes and Arianna Zirbel. 

NAMI was given a check for $280.00 thanks to your generosity. 

The next Brunch, on November 11th, will benefit Silver Lake. There is a challenge 

to match donations that are given before Dec. 31st. The Conference Center is such 

an important part of our ministry that we will support them with our free will 

offering that day. Please join us for pancakes, sausage and conversation after 

worship in Nelson Hall.  

 

Women’s Club                                                                                                                                                                                           

Submitted by Beth Horlitz 

John and Jan Stevens will present "US Southwest National Parks Photos" to the 

Women's Club on Tuesday, November 13 in Nelson Hall. Please bring your own 

lunch at noon. We will provide the coffee, tea and dessert. The program begins 

at 1 PM. Please call Sally O'Brien if you are not on the calling or email list if 

you would like to attend so that we have dessert and seats for all. As always, we 

welcome the women and men of the church and their friends to attend.  
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Recycle Reading                                                                                                                             

Submitted by Betsy Kenneson 

Following worship on Sunday, November 4, 2018, FCW will have a final 

chance to browse sale and stock up on your winter reading. All items 

available for a free will offering. For more information or to offer your 

help, please contact Betsy Kenneson at 860-688- 8070 (home) or at 

betsy.kenneson@gmail.com.   

 

Barbara van Winkelen Prints and Notecards for Sale 

Barbara van Winkelen was an internationally known artist who was a longtime member of First Church 

and a good friend to so many. Several of us have her prints and paintings in our homes and her work also 

graces the walls of the Parish House. 

 

For more than thirty summers she painted and sold her artwork at her art gallery, 

Spindrift Gallery, on Old South Wharf on Nantucket Island. Inspired by her 

surroundings, her work has a fresh and joyous feel, as though infused with the sea 

air! After her death, Barbara's husband, Herb van Winkelen, very generously 

donated her remaining work to the church. Should you wish to purchase any of the 

prints pictured below, please contact Beth Horlitz at bethathena@aol.com or 860-

688-8284 and reference the print number you wish to inquire about. They are a 

beautiful addition to any home and make an ideal gift.   

 

News from the ELC                                                                                                                                      

Submitted by Elith Howard 

The children of First Church Early Learning Center had an awesome October!  Their trip to Foster 

Farm made sure that each child received a pumpkin to decorate at our Annual Family Pumpkin Night!  

In addition, individual as well as class pictures were taken at the end of the month, so everyone will be 

ready to share them with family and friends as they get together for the holidays.   

During the month of November, our little investigators will discuss transportation with the theme: How 

do we get from here to there?  The children will have the chance to create different projects based on the 

ways they plan to travel to visit family and friends at this time of year.  During their planning, the children 

will have the opportunity to incorporate math, science, technology, 

engineering, and literacy among other topics as they explore various 

aspects of transportation.  Later in the month, the teachers will send 

progress reports home for each child.  The information shared with 

parents/guardians will include an overall look at their child’s personal and 

social, creative expression, physical, and cognitive development based on 

the Connecticut State Department of Education’s Preschool Assessment 

Framework and the Connecticut Early Learning and Development 

Standards.  

We hope you enjoy the opportunity to spend time with your family and friends as you celebrate what 

you are thankful for! 
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The deadline to submit articles for the 

December issue is 12 PM on Thursday, 

November 15. 
 



First Church Staff and Contact Information 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Nicole Grant Yonkman 

pastornicole@fcwucc.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Adrienne Armes 

pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org 

 

Church Administrator 

Kathy Fisher 

officekathy@fcwucc.org 

 

Marketing and Communications Manager 

Rose Fisher 

officerose@fcwucc.org 

 

Music Director 

Jane Frogley 

jfrogley@att.net 

 

 

Parish Caring Ministries Coordinator 

April Michaud 

aprilmichaudct@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

John Stevens 

stevens.j.m@comcast.net 

 

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Wolters 

mwolters@fcwucc.org 

 

Sexton 

Ken Baranoski 

baranoski@sbcglobal.net 

 

Early Learning Center Director 

Elith Howard 

fcearly@yahoo.com 
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