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A Letter from Pastor Nicole 

I write to you as the summer is finally giving up its fight to hang on a little 

longer and the cool fall air is beginning roll in. On a recent hike, I could 

already detect the pungent smell of the leaves beginning to decay and the 

mushrooms springing up on the forest floor. We have seen the changing of 

the seasons so many times, when the vibrant greenery dies and decomposes 

and the trees and all the animals ready themselves for a long winter, and 

though only a little time has passed, it feels like so much has changed at First Church.   

Many of us are still processing Allyson Gillette’s sudden death after her battle with depression. It has 

hit our entire community so hard because Allyson was so much a part of the fabric of who we are. 

Where is Jesus in this? Suicide can shake us to the core and cause us to rethink our faith and who Jesus 

is in this situation. How could this happen to someone so spiritual and faithful as Allyson? 

One of the things I hear again and again, “I had no idea Allyson struggled with depression. I thought 

she was happy.” And it occurs to me that we get so caught up in people fitting into a particular image 

that we have of them. Just because Allyson might have appeared ‘happy’ on the outside, that does not 

mean she was not suffering on the inside. The stigma of mental illness sometimes causes people to try 

to hide their illness and suffer alone. It is important to reiterate that depression is a serious medical 

disorder that can kill, just like cancer or heart disease. The disease of depression caused Allyson’s 

death; not Allyson, and not God.  

I believe our Still Speaking God is speaking to us today and saying “We don’t have to pretend that we 

are OK on the outside when we are in turmoil on the inside. Let’s just be real. It’s not going to make 

things better to pretend.” God sees us and accepts us just as we are, in all our brokenness. God loves us 

just the way we are, no matter what. Even amidst mental illness.   

As we move forward as a community of faith, we realize that we have been changed by Allyson’s death. 

I see a community that has leaned on one other to grieve and to live in hope and has surrounded the 

Gillette with unsurpassed love. Truly Jesus is among us when we share this outpouring of love and care. 

Together we can help to stop the stigma of mental illness and make sure that no one suffers alone. This 

is one of the best things our church can do. Together we can walk in faith, grieving and healing together.  

Shalom Blessings, Pastor Nicole  

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study                                                                                           

Join us on Wednesdays at 7 PM in the Morrell Room for Bible Study with 

Pastor Nicole! This series, which will run until October 24, is for beginners 

and seasoned biblical scholars alike. We will learn to read the Bible with a 

critical eye: through the lens of history, language, literary form, and 

theology, and of course, we will try to figure out what the Bible means for 

us today. If you have an NRSV Study Bible, like the Oxford Annotated 

Bible or the Harper Collins Study Bible, bring it along. We will not meet on 

the third Wednesday of the month so as not to clash with the Pub Theology 

meetings at the Hungry Rhino.  
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What Will You Do for Christ’s Sake? 

Submitted by Priscilla Ford 

As Christians we are called to care for others; feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, 

comfort the afflicted and heal the sick. It is hard to cope with the magnitude of 

social problems that confront us. The church is at its best when it allows us to work 

together. Our Outreach Board distributes a portion of our donations to accredited 

organizations and provides things such as shelter meals, backpacks, Thanksgiving 

baskets, and Christmas gifts to those who have need of them. One Great Hour of Sharing donations are 

used to meet global needs that are determined by our denomination. 

On October 7 we will host a brunch after church. This is a free event, but this month we plan to use any 

donations to focus on suicide prevention. NAMI is a national organization that supports families and 

individuals who are struggling with mental health issues. They meet once a month in Nelson Hall and 

will do good work with our donation. Please join us!  

September 30: Parish Caring/ Contemporary Worship and Family 

Sunday 

Scripture: Mark 9:30-37 

Sermon: “Welcome the Child” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole 

The Service Trip Lunch will be held after the service 

October 7: World Communion and Outreach Sunday 

Scripture: Mark 10: 2-16 

Sermon: “Jesus Teaches about Divorce” 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Nicole 

Join us after the service for the Outreach Brunch with Priscilla Ford 

October 14: Laity Sunday 

Scripture: TBA 

Sermon: TBA 

Worship Leader: Liz DuPont Diehl 

October 21: Seminary/Church Vocation Sunday 

Scripture: Ephesians 4: 12-16 

Sermon: “Equipping the Saints” 

Worship Leader: Rev. Martin Copenhaver, guest preacher 

Second Hour: “What it Takes to Educate Your Future Minister Today” with 

Rev. Copenhaver 

October 28: Generosity Sunday 

Scripture: Mark 12: 38-44 

Sermon: “Giving in Faith Together” 

Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole  

Join us after the service for the Generosity Brunch 

 

  

  

 

 

  



News from Youth Ministries 

Submitted by Pastor Adrienne 

Thank you so much to all of you who helped with, and attended my installation service 

on September 23! It was a beautiful service and reception and I am honored to be 

serving in ministry here at First Church in Windsor. Windsor feels like home to us and 

we are so thankful for a wonderful church community.  

As usual, we have many wonderful things happening at church, and we welcome you to be a part of 

what is happening! Here are a few of the upcoming October events! Happy Fall! 

 

Teacher Training  

If you did not attend the Teacher Training in September, and you will be working with our 

youth or children this year, please join me on October 14 at 11 AM in the Conference Room 

for a brief time of training (and snacks).  

 

Calling all high schoolers!  

Our first High School Small Group meeting will be on October 14 from 5-6 PM in the basement youth 

room! Join us for fun, fellowship and food!   

 

Pub Theology 

Our next Pub Theology Meeting will be on Wednesday, October 17 at the Hungry Rhino, Windsor 

Locks - hope to see you there!   

 

Community Trash Pickup with Medina Academy  

On October 19 from 4-6 PM, our Confirmation Class will join high schoolers from 

Medina Academy in Windsor to help clean up our town! We are so excited to have the 

chance to work together. If you are interested in helping provide refreshments for our 

students between 5:30-6 PM, please see Pastor Adrienne.  

 

Youth Band 

We will rehearse Sunday, October 21 from 11 AM - noon. Bring your instrument and join us! 

 

CE Halloween Carnival  

Join us on Saturday, October 27 from 5-7 PM for a Halloween Carnival in Nelson Hall! Wear your 

costume! All ages are welcome! 

 

Our tentative Messy Church Retreat in October will be rescheduled to a future date – we did not have 

enough interest to make it happen this time but will try again! 

 

 

Thoughts from Your Generosity Team 

Submitted by Randy Clark, Stanley Cort, Doug Kelly, Kate McLean, Kim Lajoie-Ray, Ginny 

Lougee, and Larry Pennington. 

 

Autumn is almost here, and many of us were made more aware of that on September 9 as we celebrated 

Homecoming Sunday. It was so good to see so many faces that we had missed over the summer and quite 



a few new faces as well. We really are a loving and caring community and that was so evident both 

during our worship service and the luncheon that followed. 

 

As everyone knows, we are approaching our Generosity Season this month. Hopefully you have had the 

pleasure of attending one of the Cottage Meetings and have learned about our new Mission Statement, 

our Core Values, and the importance of giving your time, talents and financial support to our amazing 

First Church in Windsor. 

 

Our theme for this year is G.I.F.T which stands for Giving in Faith Together. That is 

what we are asking everyone to consider as we contemplate our pledge this Generosity 

Season. We recognize that the topic of pledging and the process of deciding on a pledge 

amount can be difficult for many of us. Here are some things to think about as you 

prayerfully consider the amount of your pledge to the church: 

 

• How important is this church to you?                

• What is its value in your life? 

• What do you think that God might want you to do? 

• Are you aware of the amount of money that it takes to maintain our buildings? 

• If your house was as old as the church building, would you be concerned about keeping up 

the maintenance? 

• After upkeep, utilities, salaries and insurance, do you know how much  

it costs for the programs that are ongoing, and for the new ones that we will need to ensure 

the future of a loving, active and outreaching church?  

 

Making our pledge to the church and making our payments on time 

is vital to the function of the church. The church needs to know the 

financial amount of pledges to create a budget, and then there is a 

need for the pledges to be kept up. Imagine how difficult it would be 

to maintain your own expenses if your salaries varied from paycheck 

to paycheck. We suggest that you give online via e-giving. This 

makes the church’s income stable and saves everyone the hassle of 

“catching up” when if they unable to attend church. Watch for future 

information on how to easily do this.  

 

 

College Care Packages 

Submitted by April Michaud 

For the third year, Parish Caring Ministries will help coordinate the assembly and 

mailing of care packages to our young adults enrolled in college or enlisted in the 

military. This project was joyfully received by students in prior years just as they 

begin winter exams, and we hope for the same this time around. To help make 

this happen, Parish Caring Ministries is seeking donations from the congregation 

- either items for the packages or monetary donations to help purchase supplies 

or postage. If you wish to donate items for this project we need 30 of each of the 

items on the following page:  



Granola, cereal or protein bars, hot cocoa packets, packs of gum, fun-sized candy bars, snack 

packs of raisins or other dried fruits, individually wrapped cookies or other sweet snacks, single-

serve bags of nuts, chips, pretzels or other salty snacks, small bags of trail mix, and microwave 

popcorn. 

These items can be brought to the church office starting in late October. Monetary donations (please put 

“college care packages” in the memo field) can be mailed or delivered to the church office. All donations 

should be made before November 16 as the boxes will be assembled that weekend. If you have questions, 

contact April Michaud at aprilmichaudct@comcast.net or call 860-298.0193. Thank you in advance for 

helping us spread some joy to our young adults before the stress of exams takes over!  

 

Travelling Ministries 

Submitted by April Michaud 
 

Our spirited FCW Travelling Ministry program brings lay leaders of all experience levels to locations in 

our community to share a service - by singing hymns, reciting poetry, reading scripture, sharing stories, 

or other methods of bringing the joy of God’s love to those who wish to share with us. The calendar for 

our 2018-2019 program year has been set, we have leaders in place, and we are looking for members of 

the congregation who wish to attend these services and support our lay leaders. If you have questions or 

would like additional information about FCW Travelling Ministry, please email April Michaud at 

aprilmichaudct@comcast.net or call at 860-298-0193 

Tuesday, October 2, 2018 2:00 PM Windsor Rehab,  

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 1:00 PM Stonebrook Village 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 1:00 PM Delamere Woods 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 2:00 PM Kimberly Hall 

Tuesday, November 6, 2018 2:00 PM Windsor Rehab 

Thursday, November 8, 2018 2:00 PM Kimberly Hall 

Thursday, November 15, 2018 1:00 PM Delamere Woods 

Tuesday, November 20, 2018 1:00 PM Stonebrook Village  

 

 

Shelter meals 

Submitted by Cindy Taplin 

 
The first shelter meal of the 2018/19 season will be Sunday, November 4. We will meet at 3 PM in 

Nelson Hall to prepare a healthy and nutritious meal for the men at ImmaCare Shelter. A light dinner 

will be served at 5:30 PM. Afterward, we will pack up the meals and head to Hartford at 6:30 PM.  

We need help throughout the day to make this a successful event. We are looking 

for a kitchen lead and helpers to prepare the meal. Daytime hours don't work for 

you? We need meal servers starting at 5:30 PM. Not available on the 4th to be part 

of the meal but still want to help? We will be accepting donations of fruit (bananas, 

oranges, apples) and beverages (orange juice, pineapple juice, and milk) 

throughout the day. If you are interested in helping please contact Cindy Taplin at 

peabean_2@comcast.net or at 860-683-4288.  
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Book Buddies 

Submitted by Andrea Schnure 

Exciting news! Book Buddies are about to begin a new season providing 

books for young students in order to foster their love of reading. Our 

partner teacher has been moved from the Simpson School to the Sand 

School, teaching in a first-grade unit with about 60 students, which is more 

than usual, so we will need as many volunteer Book Buddies as possible. 

This year, as always, we will be asking each volunteer to provide 3 new, 

hardcover books, which should be colorful and appropriate for beginners. These books will be collected 

in October (exact dates/locations will be announced). We plan to visit our classrooms two times this year, 

providing each student with two books to share and keep.   

We are also planning to continue to provide books for our own Early Learning Center students. This 

spring, we plan to give each of the 50 students one book, and since we will not be able to collect that 

many books, the Outreach Board has generously offered to cover the purchase cost of the 50 pre-

kindergarten books! We are very grateful to them. 

We will be sending out dates and instructions to our volunteers in the next few weeks. We thank them 

for their generosity. We would welcome new volunteers! If you are interested, please contact Andrea 

Schnure at anschnure@aol.com or Ginny Drapeau at ginnymd16@gmail.com. 

 

One Book, One Windsor 

The Town of Windsor, CT Human Relations Commission will be sponsoring 

"One Book, One Windsor," a community book discussion on the novel White 

Houses by Amy Bloom which focuses on the relationship between First Lady 

Eleanor Roosevelt's relationship with friend Lorena Hickok. Copies of White 

Houses will be available at Windsor Libraries and other libraries across the 

state.  

This exciting event will kick off with a welcome reception in Windsor Town Hall on September 28 at 

6PM. On October 27, 2018, Windsor residents and guests will head to the Roosevelt House in Hyde 

Park, NY. Finally, on November 3, there will be a "One Book, One Windsor" book discussion and 

closing reception, with a Tea/Period Costume Dress Contest. To get involved, go to 

www.onebookonewindsor.com.  

 

Silver Lake Award 

FCW members are invited to attend a Silver Lake Garden Party where our own 

Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree will be honored as a recipient of the Silver Lake 

Award. This event will take place on Sunday. October 18 from 2 PM to 5 PM 

at Farmington Gardens, Farmington, CT and will feature light refreshments, a 

cash bar, and a silent auction. Tickets cost $75 and may be purchased from 

https://www.silverlakect.org/silverlakeaward.  
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Recycle Reading 

Submitted by Betsy Kenneson 

The 10th annual “Recycle Reading” used book sale fundraiser will be held 

on Saturday, November 3 from 9 AM to 3 PM in Nelson Hall. We are 

looking for donations of books, DVD’s, videos, CDs and Jigsaw puzzles. 

We are also seeking grocery and tote bags for the use of customers. unused 

bags will be donated to the Windsor Food Bank. Please drop off your 

donations in Nelson Hall on Saturday, October 27 between 10 AM to 1 PM.   

 If you need to arrange to bring your donations at another time, or if you need someone to pick up your 

donations, please call the church office, 860-688-7229. We are unable to accept donations of VHS tapes, 

magazines or old textbooks. Any unsold items will be disposed of as we are unable to return donations. 

Volunteers are needed to make this a successful fundraiser for First Church, and there are several ways 

to get involved: 

• Help receive and sort donated books on Saturday, October 27, any time between 9:30 AM and 

1:30 PM.  

• Help set up the sale during the day on Friday, November 2  

• Help pack up unsold books after the sale on Sunday, November 4.  

• Be a Cashier! We need 6 cashiers on the day of the sale, 2 per 2-hour shift: 9-11 AM, 11 AM -1 

PM or 1-3 PM. We also need cashiers at the after-service-sale on Sunday, November 4.  

• Be a shopper! Please stop by and purchase a book or two! 

For more information or to offer your help, please contact Betsy Kenneson at 860-688- 8070 (home) or 

at betsy.kenneson@gmail.com.   

 

Celebrating Seminary Sunday 

Submitted by Davida Crabtree 

Where do pastors come from? Most pastors are raised up to ministry in a local church 

and at places like Silver Lake Conference Center. In the old days, young people knew 

their calling to ministry early in their lives and went off to college and then to seminary. 

Today, many pastors are in their 40’s and 50’s as they discover their calls. But no matter 

when we respond to the call, the great majority of us are educated for ministry through 

four years of college followed by three years of seminary.  

The United Church of Christ highly values an educated clergy - pastors who have 

studied scripture in depth and can make it come alive, who have devoted numerous courses to 

developing theological understanding of our world and God’s call and intent for all people, and who 

have studied the arts of ministry - everything from administration and stewardship to sermon 

preparation and worship planning.   

The UCC has six seminaries affiliated with us, and most of our clergy come to us through these six.  

For us in New England, Andover Newton Seminary at Yale is our seminary - each congregation in 

NE is asked to support ANS as generously as possible to ensure that we have competent and inspiring 
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pastors in the future. Our church has done this in two ways: through an annual grant to ANS and 

through support for an ANS student through field education with us when one is available. 

In 1807, Andover Theological Seminary created the model of theological 

education that predominates throughout the US. Prior to that time, there were 

no seminaries and aspiring clergy had to seek out a minister at whose feet they 

could learn. Needless to say, that was hit or miss! The AN model of study took 

hold rapidly and was later adopted by Yale, Harvard and myriad others. Today 

AN is pioneering again with its migration now to the campus of Yale Divinity 

School. It is known for its excellence in preparation for pastoral ministry and 

that is the gift it now brings to its new life at Yale, where in this first year already 25 students are enrolled 

in the ANS program and an average of 60 students are participating in programs weekly. ANS remains 

independent, embedded at YDS but fully responsible for its own scholarships, program, faculty, and 

leadership. Our support was never more important than right now, and ANS and its students are deeply 

grateful! 

 

News from the Prudential Board 

Submitted by Al Boehm 

During this past summer the Prudential Board has been active in overseeing several projects needed to 

keep the church campus in good repair.   

 

In the Parish House a new commercial dishwasher was installed in the kitchen, 

replacing the one that had been there for over 60 years. Additional donations 

are welcomed to help offset the cost of necessary electrical and plumbing 

upgrades. A new refrigerator has been installed in the Parish House, and the 

badly deteriorated steps and ramp that lead to the exterior door have been 

repaired. In the Russell House, the 2nd-floor windows are being repaired, re-

glazed and painted.  

 

Outside, the Meetinghouse parking lot was resealed, and adjacent driveways repaved, and a new catch 

basin was installed in the Parish House parking lot. Additionally, overgrown shrubbery on the parking 

lot berm was removed and the area reseeded. Finally, aging and diseased trees in front of the 

Meetinghouse were removed eliminating a hazard and providing a better view of the building from 

Palisado Avenue. 

 

The 10-year assessment of the buildings was completed as required by the property insurance carrier 

and a contractor has been retained to repair a few of the Meetinghouse roof trusses 

 

To keep our campus in good repair takes not only the commitment and oversight of the Prudential 

Board but MONEY. Thus, the members of the Prudential Board encourage a strong and robust 

financial support of First Church by all during the GIFT campaign. 

 

Finally, our hats are off to Ken Baranoski for his day-to-day upkeep and maintenance of the campus. 

His ready smile and can-do attitude keep us all motived! 

 



Welcome Liz Dupont-Diehl as Guest Preacher - Laity Sunday October 14 

Submitted by Pastor Nicole 

Liz has been a member of First Church since her daughters attended the Early 

Learning Center. She is a graduate of Eastern Connecticut State University and has 

worked as a newspaper reporter, and as a communications professional and 

administrator for several non-profits. Liz has been active in community life in 

Windsor and beyond, especially in school integration and criminal justice reform. In 

addition to First Church, she is a longtime member of the Greater Hartford Sangha, 

practicing in the tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh. She is a member of First Church’s Outreach Board and 

served on the summer service trip to the Maine Seacoast Mission. She is a single mother of two adult 

daughters - Valerie Diehl, who is currently serving in the US Air Force in South Carolina, and Katherine 

Diehl, who is a graduate student in biology at Rutgers University. 

 

Welcome Guest Preacher Rev. Martin Copenhaver - October 21 

Submitted by Pastor Nicole 

On October 21 we will welcome Rev. Martin B. Copenhaver as our guest preacher. 

Rev. Copenhaver has been the President of Andover Newton Theological School since 

2014. He is a graduate of Dickinson College and received his Master of Divinity from 

Yale Divinity School in 1980. He is an ordained minister in the United Church of 

Christ and has served in communities all over the country. Rev. Copenhaver has 

written and co-authored numerous books and articles including Living Faith While 

Holding Doubts and To Begin at the Beginning: An Introduction to the Christian 

Faith. Rev. Copenhaver also serves on the Yale Divinity School Dean’s Advisory Council. He is married 

to Karen Faulds Copenhaver, an attorney with a practice in intellectual property law. They have two adult 

children: Alanna and Todd.  

Davida Crabtree, an alumna and now trustee of Andover Newton said this about President Copenhaver: 

“Martin has led us through this major transplantation from Newton to New Haven with the gracefulness 

of a pastor, the determination of an institutional leader, and the openness of a teacher. You don’t want 

to miss this Sunday with one of America’s most gifted preachers.” 

 

 

Notes from Around the Parish 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers I received. It’s nice to know I’m remembered by my church 

friends.                                                                                                                                                           

Sincerely, Elizabeth (Libby) Parker 

 

I wish to express my sincerest gratitude and appreciation for all the visits, 

flowers, meals, calls and concerns over my recent illness. It was all very 

comforting. I feel truly blessed.                                                                                                                                            

Cheers & Peace, Dick Keirstead 



Photo Sessions 

Submitted by Kathy Fisher 
 

We are taking reservations for free portrait sessions in October. Call or email 

Kathy at the office to set up your appointment. Pets (dogs, cats, birds, but no 

snakes) are welcome as are sports equipment and musical instruments. 

Sessions will be held on weekends from October 5 through October 20. 

Special arrangements can be made for those unable to attend due to 

ambulatory issues. 

 

Please choose from one of the following time slots- each session will last 15 minutes: 

  

Oct. 5 5-8 PM  

Oct. 6 10 AM-4 PM 

Oct. 7 2-5 PM 

Oct. 12 5-8 PM 

Oct. 13 10 AM-4 PM 

Oct. 14 11 AM-5 PM  

Oct. 20 10 AM-4 PM  

  

Please arrive 10 minutes early to fill out a permission slip/address update slip for our new phone book. 

You will receive all your session photos by email. For a small fee we can put the photos on a flash 

drive. No photos can be printed in the church office at this time. 

 

All our church families will receive one copy of the yearbook in which these photos will appear. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The deadline to submit articles for the 

November issue of the Edge is Monday, 

October 15 at 12 PM. Submissions should 

be sent to Rose Fisher at 

officerose@fcwucc.org! 

mailto:officerose@fcwucc.org


First Church Staff and Contact Information 

 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Nicole Grant Yonkman 

pastornicole@fcwucc.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Adrienne Armes 

pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org 

 

Church Administrator 

Kathy Fisher 

officekathy@fcwucc.org 

 

Marketing and Communications Manager 

Rose Fisher 

officerose@fcwucc.org 

 

Music Director 

Jane Frogley 

jfrogley@att.net 

 

 

Parish Caring Ministries Coordinator 

April Michaud 

aprilmichaudct@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

John Stevens 

stevens.j.m@comcast.net 

 

Bookkeeper 

Michelle Wolters 

mwolters@fcwucc.org 

 

Sexton 

Ken Baranoski 

baranoski@sbcglobal.net 

 

Early Learning Center Director 

Elith Howard 

fcearly@yahoo.com 
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