The Edge
September, 2018

A Letter from Pastor Nicole
In August, I had the opportunity to co-lead with Pastor Adrienne the annual
Service Learning Trip, this year to Cherryfield, ME and the Maine Seacoast
Mission: a group of 3 youths, 3 young adults, and 10 adults. Since my
hometown is next door in Milbridge, ME, it was a unique opportunity for
me to share on a deeper level. The theme of the trip this year was “Building
a Firm Foundation” and we focused on Jesus’ story of the wise man who
built his house on solid rock, the one who dug deep down to build a firm
foundation. The story has a double metaphor of building a literal house on solid ground AND building a
spiritual house on solid faith.
Although only some of us can go on the Service Learning Trip, ALL of us can build a firm foundation
with our faith. As the metaphor goes, a strong faith is about digging deep. So how do we dig deep
spiritually? As the service group learned in Cherryfield, digging is hard work, and can require muscles
we did not know we needed. What would spiritual work mean?
I think ‘spiritual work’ is about committing to the practices of our faith, even
when it is not easy or when it might require sacrifice. September is the start of
the program year at First Church, and it is an opportunity to re-commit to
coming to church as often as you are able: when you are in town on Sundays,
you commit to coming to church. Worship, prayer, participating in the
sacraments, and connecting with your church community are all part of
‘spiritual work.’ Digging deeper might involve joining a spiritual practice
group like Bible study or the prayer shawl ministry, teaching in the church
school or serving shelter meal. It might seem like hard work or something that doesn’t feel natural to
you, but then digging deep never feels easy. It only becomes easy, after you exercise those muscles
regularly.
My daughter Olivia missed a week of church this summer for her job and said
to me the following week, “I feel like I haven’t been to church in a long time.”
This made me so happy because she was so accustomed to going every week,
it didn’t feel right to be away. It felt good to know that I had helped her build
a firm faith foundation.
I’m excited to keep digging deep at First Church. I’m going to do my own work
and join a Greek Bible reading group at Hartford Seminary and try to re-kindle
my skills. It will not be easy, but then digging deep never is. I look forward to
hearing your stories as you dig deep too.

Peace to you,

Pastor Nicole

Worship Schedule
September 2: Communion Sunday
Scripture: Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Sermon: “All Kinds of Love”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
September 9: Homecoming Sunday
Scripture: Mark 7:24-37
Sermon: “Even the Dogs”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Sunday School Begins Again
September 16: Baptism Sunday
Scripture: Mark 8:27-38
Sermon: “Who Do You Say I Am?”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
September 23: Native American Sunday
Scripture: Mark 9:38-50
Sermon: “Whoever Is for Us”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
September 30: Parish Caring/ Contemporary Worship and Family
Sunday
Scripture: Mark 9:30-37
Sermon: “Welcome the Child”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole

Wednesday Evening Bible Study with Pastor Nicole
Bible Study with Pastor Nicole will begin on Wednesday, September 12 and
will run for 8 weeks until October 24. We will gather at 7 PM in the Morrell
Room. This series is for beginners and seasoned biblical scholars alike. We
will learn to read the Bible with a critical eye: through the lens of history,
language, literary form, and theology. And of course, we will try to figure out
what the Bible means for us today. Please join us! If you have an NRSV Study
Bible, like the Oxford Annotated Bible or the Harper Collins Study Bible, bring it along. Please note, we
will not meet on the third Wednesday of the month so as not to clash with the Pub Theology meetings at
the Hungry Rhino. Any questions? Call or email Pastor Nicole at pastornicole@fcwucc.org.
***Homecoming Sunday***
Join us for Homecoming Sunday on September 9 at 10:30 AM, followed by an all-church
picnic!
Please bring a dessert or side dish!

News from Youth Ministries
Submitted by Pastor Adrienne
Hello and Happy Fall to all of you! I hope you had a wonderful summer! We stayed very busy at church
with Messy Church activities in July, a youth pool party, and our Youth Service Trip to Maine! Summer
flew by and we are excited to head into cooler weather and plenty of activities! Please mark your
calendars for these upcoming events.
September 9 is Homecoming Sunday! Come and join our
church family for worship at 10 AM followed by an all-church
picnic! To register for our Church School program, please visit
https://fcwucc.breezechms.com/form/69d623 and fill out the
form. Printed forms will be available on September 9 at the
picnic. Bring a side or dessert to share!
Our Church School classes will resume on Sunday, September 9. All students will be dismissed to
their classes after the children’s moment during our 10 AM worship service. Middle schoolers will meet
downstairs in the basement Youth Room and elementary students will meet in the Parish House. Please
remember to sign your elementary age children out of their class each week!
If your 9th grader is interested in Confirmation this year, parents and guardians are invited to a
Confirmation Info Meeting on Sunday, September 16 at 7 PM in Nelson Hall!
Calling all roadies! Join us on Sunday, September 16 when Brett Steinberg will teach us how to set up
and use our portable sound system. Youth and adults are welcome! We will meet immediately
following worship in the Sanctuary.
Our next Pub Theology is Wednesday, September 19 at the Hungry Rhino in Windsor Locks! Hope
to see you there! Invite a friend!
Middle and High School Lock-In is September 28-29! Stay tuned for more details!
Please join us for a Service Trip Shareholders Lunch on Sunday, September 30 at 11:00 AM. This
is a time when we honor all the people who supported our trip and share about our week. All are
welcome!
Save the date – Join us for a Messy Church Retreat at Silver Lake October 57. We need a minimum of 20 people signed up to make this happen. All ages are
welcome! Please contact Pastor Adrienne if you are interested at
pastoradrienne@fcwucc.org.

G.I.F.T
Submitted by Kate McLean
The Generosity Committee has chosen G.I.F.T. as the theme for this
year’s campaign - Giving in Faith Together! We feel this spells out
nicely what we hope for this season. We will make a pledge GIFT to
support the ministries and programs of First Church. We will make
this pledge IN FAITH that God will make it possible for us to do so
generously. We will be acting TOGETHER with all the members of
this community that means much to us. We look forward to receiving
your G.I.F.T. Thank you!

You are invited!
Submitted by Larry Pennington
The Generosity Committee will be conducting a series of cottage
meetings from September 10-30 for our church family to express our
gratitude for everyone’s generosity and make it a social night out. We
have 14 host families lined up to have the meetings at their homes.
The meetings will be about 1 1/2 hours long and will include about
8-10 attendees. Snacks and refreshments will be served. Two Sunday
dates will also be set aside as a second hour (with child day care
provided) to make it easier on young families. You can sign up to
attend by one of three ways:
1. By signing up online through a church link: https://fcwucc.breezechms.com/form/CottageMeetings2018
2. By contacting the church office at 860-688-7229
3. With tear-offs from the Sunday bulletin
Participation is encouraged for everyone with the focus being on a facilitated discussion on our faith
giving and gratitude toward prior support and pledging. Our church has gone through some vigorous
planning this past year by defining our core values and beginning the implementation part of bringing
forth new ideas, programs, and services. This all ties in with Generosity and investing in our future as a
church. We on the Generosity Committee hope you can join us at one of these meetings so we can hear
from you. Your input can help shape the future of First Church.
Cottage Meeting Dates and Hosts/Leaders
9/10 Mon. 7 PM Charlotte Zoner/Charlotte Zoner
9/11 Tues. 7 PM Bang & Sue Williams/Bang Williams
9/11 Tues. 7 PM Doug & Jean Kelly/Doug Kelly
9/12 Wed. 7 PM Barry & Ruth Budlong/Marcia Hickey
9/13 Thurs. 7 PM Ginny Drapeau/Ginny Drapeau
9/16 Sun. 3 PM Travis & Adrienne Armes/ Mike Bassett
9/18 Tues. 7 PM Stanley & Barbara Cort/Larry Pennington

9/19 Wed. 7 PM David & Glenys Lemere/Kate McLean
9/24 Mon. 7 PM John & Jan Stevens/Jan Stevens
9/26 Wed. 7 PM Rick & Anne Hazelton/Liz DuPont-Diehl
9/26 Wed. 7 PM Al & Laureen Relyea/Al Relyea
9/27 Thurs. 7 PM Elaine Richards/ Deb Berry
9/30 Sun. 3 PM Jeff & Jen Zirbel/ Jeff Zirbel
9/16 Sun. 11 PM First Church (Parker Room) 2nd Hour/Hilary Carpenter
9/23 Sun. 11 PM First Church (Parker Room) 2nd Hour/Larry Pennington

Parish Caring Sunday – September 30
Submitted by April Michaud
On Sunday, September 30, we will celebrate Parish Caring Sunday. This day is
special because we recognize the many volunteers who make this ministry
happen - volunteers whose compassion and kindness contribute to the heart and
soul of our congregation. Parish Caring volunteers help care for all members of
our church family and they make it possible to help touch the lives of those
within our church family when they need it most. For some, it’s receiving a
note of support or encouragement at a difficult time in their life. To others, it
means the receipt of an uplifting floral arrangement. Some will tell you it means
that a ride is available for local errands when you can’t drive yourself, or the
delivery of a home-cooked meal. Others will tell you that Parish Caring Ministries is about a friendly
visit or phone call to help you feel connected to our church when you are new or home-bound. It can also
be having the ability to attend worship even when you cannot get to church on Sundays. For those on the
receiving side, the actions of Parish Caring Ministries can mean the world, even though to the giver, the
gestures may seem small. Without this dedicated, tireless, and gifted group of volunteers, we could not
do the things we do or touch the lives that we touch. Whether you are a Parish Caring volunteer or wish
to learn more about how you can become one, we hope you can join us during worship as well as after
on this date.

Outreach Board Update
Submitted by Carmen Rincon, Joyce Ward & Lorraine Wells
Once again, we are overwhelmed by the generosity of this
congregation in providing backpacks and supplies for children in
need. We exceeded last year’s numbers and were able to provide 44
fully packed backpacks to Covenant to Care and DCF. Thank you
for supporting kids as they start the 2018-2019 school year. Thank
you to all who donated backpacks, supplies, and funding to make
this year’s backpack project a huge success. Special thanks to Ken
and Kathy for all their assistance.

FCW Travelling Ministries
Submitted by Rich Thornburg
One of the newer Parish Caring initiatives at First Church, the Travelling Ministries,
is meant to serve the need for spiritual sustenance and community among residents
in several local senior living facilities including Stonebrook Village, Kimberly Hall,
Delamere Woods and Windsor Health and Rehabilitation Center. The most important
part of this message is that ALL are welcome and encouraged to participate in this
ministry. That means that if you are reading this message, and it resonates - even in
the smallest way - with your spiritual journey, then you should contact April Michaud
and ask how you can participate!
Lynette and I are relatively new members of First Church. I’m the quirky fiddler player guy. I would
play a tune in Church and love it. We would serve food at the shelter meal in Hartford, not often enough,
and feel blessed. We would write a check every month, not big enough, and think how very fortunate we
are. We were searching, though we didn’t quite know it, for something else. We had followed our kid,
Stephanie Stone, and Jen and Noel Osowiecki, to First Church in Windsor.
Our journey with Travelling Ministries began when Stephanie asked me if I could play music for her.
She was beginning to participate in Travelling Ministries and was telling a story and leading others in
their stories and prayers at Stonebrook Village. It has always been difficult for me to say no to Stephanie
– perhaps you understand this. I do not remember what we played, but I do remember our witnessing
Stephanie, nervous at first but switched on, in her interaction with the residents at Stonebrook. It made
an impression on us. Then, a month later, April asked me to play at Delamere Woods. When I agreed,
she said that all she needed now was someone to do ‘the rest.’ God helped me to ask ... “maybe we could
do that too?” And we did. We did not know how, and perhaps you don’t either, but we did with God’s
help. The group there was small. Everyone could participate and, most of the time, everyone did. We
loved their stories. You will too. If you would like to experience the joy of Travelling Ministries or learn
more call April Michaud at 860-298-0193.

Neighbors in Need – October 7
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission
offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports ministries of justice and compassion
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN
funds support the Council for American Indian
Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is
used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries
(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives,
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to
UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects
whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic
injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant
neighbors and communities.

First Sunday Brunch
Submitted by Priscilla Ford
Please join after worship on October 7 for brunch in Nelson Hall. The
Outreach Board will choose a “worthy cause” to celebrate with input from our
youth. There will be an opportunity to contribute, but there is no obligation to
do so. The intention is to provide time and space to get to know one another
better. There will be volunteer “cooks and bottle washers” and our youth will
be asked to host. We hope to give our new dishwasher some exercise. See you
there!

Recycle Reading
Submitted by Betsy Kenneson
The 10th annual “Recycle Reading” used book sale fundraiser will be held on Saturday, November 3 from
9 AM to 3 PM in Nelson Hall. We are looking for donations of books, DVD’s, videos, CD’s and Jigsaw
puzzles, as well as grocery and tote bags for customers to use! Please drop off your donations in Nelson
Hall on Saturday, October 27 from 10 AM to 1 PM.
If you need to arrange to bring your donations at another time, or if you need someone to pick up your
donations, please call the church office, 860-688-7229. At this time, we will be unable to accept
donations of VHS tapes, magazines or old textbooks. We will be unable to return donations. Any
unsold items will be disposed of.
Volunteers are needed to make this a successful fundraiser for First
Church: helpers to set up and clean
up, book sorters, drivers to pick up donations, and cashiers. For more
information or to offer your help, please contact Betsy Kenneson at
betsy.kenneson@gmail.com, at 860-688- 8070 (home) or at 860-9302587 (cell).

Choir Room Piano Needs a New Home!
Submitted by Jane Frogley
There is an older baby grand piano in the choir room that we are no longer
using. Is there anyone who would like to give it a new home? It's a Howard
('A Product of Baldwin’) piano of unknown age. It's dark wood, 62” long, 54”
wide, and 40” high. It needs tuning but otherwise works fine. We are offering
the piano for free, but you will have to pay to have it moved by someone who
knows what they're doing! Contact Jane if you're interested.

Women’s Club
Submitted by Beth Horlitz
Welcome to a new season of the Women's Club! Please join us September 11 at noon
in Nelson Hall. Bring your own sandwich and we will provide beverages and dessert.
Pastor Adrienne and Midge Christopher will entertain us with a musical program. A $2
donation per meeting and $15 annual dues help cover the expenses of the programs and
food. Please call Sue Keirstead (860-688-6548) if you plan to attend and are not on a
calling list, so we may be sure that we have food and seats for all. As always, we extend
a warm welcome to the women and men of the church and their friends. To see the full
2018-19 schedule, turn to the end of this issue!

New Dishwasher
Submitted by Al Boehm
Through the generosity of a few members, the church was able
to purchase a new commercial dishwasher for the Parish Hall
kitchen. It replaced a dishwasher that had been in service for
over 60 years and was difficult to operate. With the new one, all
that needs to be done is to load the dishes and push a button.
Ninety seconds later the dishes are washed and sanitized. The
need for paper plates and plastic utensils will be greatly reduced.
Unfortunately, installing a 2018 appliance in a building
constructed in 1955 required costly wiring and plumbing
modernization. The dishwasher cost $3,500 and required
plumbing and wiring upgrades costing $3,022. After receiving
donations worth $2,000, we are left with a balance of $4,522. If
you would like to contribute, please make your check to First
Church in Windsor with the notation “Dishwasher Fund”.
Thanks in advance for your help!

Silver Lake Award
FCW members are invited to attend a Silver Lake Garden Party where
our own Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree will be honored as a recipient of the
Silver Lake Award. This event will take place on Sunday. October 18
from 2 PM to 5 PM at Farmington Gardens, Farmington, CT and will
feature light refreshments, a cash bar, and a silent auction. Tickets are
$75
and
may
be
purchased
from
https://macuccreg.brtapp.com/SilverLakeAward2018

Bereavement Group
Submitted by SaraJane Munshower
None of us escapes the reality of loss, and loss due to death is always
with us. Many in our church family are grieving. The Reverend
SaraJane Munshower will facilitate a gathering for church members
and friends who are grieving recent, and not so recent, losses. The
group will meet Mondays from 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM for six weeks
beginning on September 17. There will be time for prayer, ritual, and
storytelling, as well as learning about the grief process itself. Tears and
laughter will be warmly welcomed, and all confidences will be held.
Group size will be limited to ten. Please contact SaraJane at revsaja@att.net if you have questions or call
Kathy in the Church Office to register.

News from the Early Learning Center
Submitted by Laurel Slate
September yields change. As the long, relaxed days of summer dwindle we embrace
the excitement of a new school year which holds the promise of new classrooms, new
supplies, new equipment, new classmates, and sometimes even new teachers. This
year’s curriculum theme is “Our Little Investigators,” a play-based curriculum. The
curriculum is built on the idea that children are constantly exploring and asking
questions as they investigate the subject areas of Science, Technology, Engineering,
Creative Expression and the Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, Literacy, and Health
and Safety.
Enrollment for First Church Early Learning Center is still open for the 2018-2019 school year. We
have limited openings available in our Half Day class and our Full Day class. Our Half Day class is
from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., on two or three mornings per week while our Full Day program offers a
nursery school component to our childcare from 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m. If you or anyone you know may be
interested in attending First Church Early Learning Center, please have them contact Laurel Slate at
(860) 688-4597 to set up a time to come in for a visit. For more information, feel free to visit our
website at www.fcelc.org.
First Church can be proud to know that they have led the way in quality education for young children.
Starting in 1956 with the hiring of teachers, who were committed to the idea of “quality education” for
young children, the Early Learning Center has always made education for all young children its main
priority. We were one of the first centers to successfully complete NAEYC (National Association for
the Education of Young Children) accreditation in 1987. We became accredited by the ECCN
(Ecumenical Child Care Network) in 1994, one of the first centers to receive their accreditation in
Connecticut, due to the collaboration of church members and school staff. In 2000 we became a part of
Connecticut’s Readiness Program, opening the door for young children whose parents could not afford

preschool to enroll in our program. We offer small scholarships of our own, as well as participating in
the State’s tuition assistance program, Care 4 Kids, helping low income and single parents afford
quality care and education for their pre-school children. The center continues to hire teachers, who
have the desire to continue learning and show care and compassion to young children and their
families. The center is a resource and outreach for young families, helping parents with the task of
raising young children in these most difficult of times. This is a record of which we can all be proud!

We Want YOU to Sing in the Choir
Submitted by Jane Frogley
Do you like to sing? Have you ever thought about joining the choir but said,
'I'm not good enough...I don't read music well enough...I can't come every
week...' Don't let things like that stop you! Our choir is open to people of all
ability levels. And we understand that not everyone can make every rehearsal
and every Sunday. We'd still love to have you join us, whenever and however
you can! On Thursday evenings, beginning on September 6, we will be
rehearsing in the choir room from 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM. Our first 'Choir Sunday'
is September 9. We meet in the choir room at 9:30 AM to warm up and sing
for the 10:00 AM service. Please consider joining us!

Dear First Church in Windsor
Thank you for the music scholarship. I am so excited to play for everyone. I’m most likely going to use
it for trumpet lessons - Andrew Blume
Thank you for the memories, friendships, and values you’ve given me over the last eighteen years.
I look forward to many more. Thank you for being by HOME. - Aran Gillette
Thank you so much for the music scholarship. You guys are really kind and generous. I plan to use this
money for future drum lessons. Thanks again - Eva Blume
Thank you for the lovely gift and for all the generosity First Church bestows. - Covenant to Care
I would like to start off by thanking the church members and community.
Thank you all for the opportunity and the belief in my abilities and me
as a person, to the extent that you would drop a lump sum of money onto
someone still legally classified as a child. This is the same community
that has seen me as a baby and has seen me grow into who I am today.
Thank you for investing in my professional career in the medical field.
Thank you for the scholarship - Ben Fraley
Ann Walsh with Win-TV thanks the First Church in Windsor for our recent donation of $500.
Ms. Walsh says she continues to hear how grateful troops are to receive our care packages, and
how appreciated these make them feel!

Northwest Park Fair – September 15
Submitted by Bob Bell
First Church is going to be at the Annual Northwest Park Fair this year. This is a
great opportunity to meet more area folks. We will have a "booth" with a fun
"You're in the Picture" photo opp. Please sign up for an hour or so to meet and greet
visitors. We also need some help with setup and takedown. Let Bob know if you
can help! Lots of fun!

Turn to the next page to see some photos from our August 19 Blessing of the Animals!

.

The Women’s Club of the First Church in Windsor 2018-2019 Program

September 11, 2018

Sing-Along
With Midge Christopher & Adrienne Armes
Hostess: Sue Keirstead (860-688-6548)

October 9, 2018

Our Trip to England
With Betsy & Gordon Kenneson and Denise & Michael Novak
Hostess: Janet Focarelli (860-298-0784)

November 13, 2018

US Southwest National Parks Photos
With Jan & John Stevens
Hostess: Sally O’Brien (860-683-0770)

December 11, 2018

Christmas in Art
With Prof. Rhea Higgins, University of Hartford
Hostess: Ginny Lougee (860-688-9236)

January 8, 2019

Bunco Card Game
With Andrea Schnure
Hostess: Polly Ellis (860-688-5949)

February 12. 2019

Legal Issues for Elders
With Attorney Warren Johnson
Hostess: Jan Stevens (860-688-5980)

March 12, 2019

What You Should Know About Identity Theft
With The Windsor Federal Bank
Hostess: Susan Gardner (860-688-3013)

April 9, 2019

Make and Take a Springtime Floral Arrangement
With Janet Graves
Hostess: Andrea Schnure (860-683-2385)

May 14, 2019

Luncheon at a nearby restaurant
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Our thanks to Beth Horlitz and who kindly prepared this issue for mailing.

The deadline to submit articles for the October issue is 12 PM on Saturday, September 15.

