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A Letter from Pastor Nicole
Dear First Church Community,
The beauty of summer is upon us! The wait is over, and the big rains have given way to lush greenery
beyond what seemed possible a month ago. The bare trees seemed to suddenly burst out in blooms and
tender leaves. All of creation is working in harmony, attuned to the ancient rhythm of a silent time
keeper. We are all on God’s time.
In May, we have been talking more and more about how things grow and die, things ebb and flow, and
the church is always changing. Our church, organized in 1630, has been through countless life phases
in which, most assuredly, there have been times of plenty and want. Rev. Michael Piazza reminded us
at the Leadership Retreat that none of the churches planted by the Apostle Paul are still around today.
We are all too aware that the Wilson Congregational Church closed, but a new church has taken its
place. The synagogue Temple Beth Ahm is closing in June, to be replaced by a new church. St. Gabe’s
and St. Joseph’s have merged. And we must ask ourselves, like every other community of faith, “What
is our future?” This has been the work of the Vision Team and truly the entire church.
The resounding voice of the people is “WE CAN HAVE A BRIGHT FUTURE!” But we also know
that if we are to realize this vision, we must grow and change. We have time, but not unlimited time, to
make those adjustments so we can remain vibrant, healthy, and relevant. All of the specifics of the
Strategic Plan will be worked out soon, but whatever the specifics, we know we must work together.
Many of you know that both of my daughters row on crew teams and for the past 6years on Saturdays
in the spring, I can be found at a regatta cheering them on. I saw a video of a recent race from a camera
mounted on the hat of the coxswain, who is like a coach: cheering, strategizing, and encouraging. Of all
team sports, I cannot imagine another that relies so much on teamwork. The coxswain yells in time
with the oars…
“Press-ure! Press-sure!
You gotta be One: Com-posed
You gotta be Two: Have Fun You gotta be brave!
Everything you’ve got
Because you love this
Because you’re so proud
Chins are up-You’ve got this"
Being a crew parent has taught me that no matter how hard the work,
there is nothing so sweet and satisfying as the swing of the boat
working in perfect harmony. Each person is counting on you, but you
are counting on them too. And when the individual melts into a
continuous whole, it is almost sublime.
Paul says, “Everything works together for good for those who love the Lord.” I imagine us as a church
working together for good, like an excellent crew team, trusting each other, swinging together, having
fun-because we’ve got this. Our future is bright.
Peace to you,
Pastor Nicole

Worship Schedule
June 3: John Warham/Laity Appreciation Sunday
Scripture: Mark 3: 35-41
Sermon: “In the Boat Together”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Communion Sunday
June 10: Christian Education Sunday
Scripture: Mark 3: 20-35
Sermon: “Reflections from the 2018 Tiffany Pearl Scholar”
Worship Leader: Aram Gillette
Featuring a special performance from The Spark Singers
June 17: Father’s Day Sunday
Scripture: Luke 15: 11-32
Sermon: “A Father and His Children”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
On June 17 we move to our Summer schedule. Worship will start at 9:30 AM
June 24: Open & Affirming Sunday
Scripture: Romans 15: 5-7
Sermon: “Accept One Another”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole & Jill Goldberg, Kristopher Varholak, and
Jes Magnotta from the Windsor High School Gay Straight Alliance
Why is First Church Open and Affirming?
Submitted by Pastor Nicole
“Accept one another, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” (Romans 15:7)
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
people of faith often experience emotional and
spiritual injury in churches that condemn their
capacity to love and seek love. Because they’ve
learned that “All Are Welcome” usually doesn’t
apply to them, they can’t assume that any church
will be safe for them and their families. A public
welcome by an Open and Affirming (ONA) church
sends a clear message to LGBT seekers that they have a home in the United Church of Christ. A
congregation’s affirmation and support through an ONA covenant can be a life-changing and life-saving
experience—especially for LGBT youth. A public welcome to LGBT seekers helps churches grow.
When new ONA churches attract new members, many of them are young straight couples starting new
families: they identify with the values ONA represents, and want their children to learn the faith in a
welcoming church. By adopting an ONA covenant, First Church in Windsor is taking seriously St. Paul’s
admonition to “accept one another, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God” (Romans
15:7, NIV). Open and Affirming Sunday is June 24!

News from Youth Ministries
Submitted by Pastor Adrienne
May was a big month for our youth and children at FCW! We welcome a
wonderful group of six confirmands to our church! On May 20, we celebrated
Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday. Please extend an extravagant welcome to
our Confirmation Class of 2018: Amelia Chowniec, Rachel Cleveland, Morgan
Finlay, Rebecca Fraley, Boden Gapko, and Gavin Stone.
Our Scholarship Committee met in May and is pleased to award the Pearl
Tiffany Scholarship to Aran Gillette this year. We are also excited to award
college scholarships to Cameron Vines and Benjamin Fraley. We are proud to
have such wonderful leaders at our church and wish them well as they begin
new adventures in college.
On June 3 we will recognize all the volunteers who work with our youth and children, so please plan to
worship with us that morning. We are so thankful for you and for all that you do!
June 10 is CE Sunday! Join us for a fun service featuring many of our children
and youth! College Scholarships and Silver Lake Scholarships will be
awarded, and this year’s Pearl Tiffany Scholar, Aran Gillette will be giving
the message. We will enjoy a picnic together after the service. All are most
welcome!
Thank you to Al Relyea for giving our Confirmation Class the Secret Spaces tour of First Church! This
photo was taken by Charlie Copeland in the bell tower.

My Promise, My Faith
Submitted by April Michaud
Pastor Adrienne spent the
evening of Friday, May 11
working with nine 4th and 8th
grade Girl Scouts on their My
Promise, My Faith program. This
program invites Girl Scouts to
explore the varied aspect of the
Girl Scout Law as it relates to
faith. This year, Adrienne worked
with the girls to explore “I will
respect myself and others”. For
the
theme
of
respecting
themselves, Adrienne read I
Corinthians 6:19, and encouraged
them to think of ways to maintain
their health and self-confidence to
help maintain the “temple” of
their bodies. The girls each
completed a collage full of
images that make them happy or
mean something to them, and
words to help encourage them to
stay positive about their selfworth. For the theme of respecting others, Adrienne shared Matthew 7:12 with the girls, and talked to
them about how their actions can impact others. The girls then worked in small groups to act out assigned
scenes in both a “how to” and “how not to” scenario to underscore the best ways to act respectfully
towards others. The girls who completed this program will earn the My Promise, My Faith pin that
corresponds to their year in Girl Scouts.
Seeking volunteers!
Submitted by April Michaud
Parish Caring Ministries is seeking volunteers for both our Flower
Committee and for Note Writers to fill current vacancies. Each
position asks a one-month commitment in the role per year. The
Flower Committee volunteer involves one month of coordinating
altar flowers (or four Sundays) and is a wonderful match for
someone who is creative, regardless of gardening or prior flower
arranging skills. The note writer volunteer would write notes of
support, sympathy or gratitude to parishioners for their assigned
month - notecards and stamps are provided, you just need to provide
the pen, words and time! If you would like to volunteer for either
opportunity (or to learn more) please contact April Michaud at
aprilmichaudct@comcast.net /860-298-0193 or the office.

Vision Team Final Report
Submitted by Jeff Zirbel
After 10 months of work, the Vision Team made its final
presentation to the Council on Monday, May 14. The result of
the Visioning Process is a 6-page document which outlines the
Mission Statement, the Values, and a set of Statements which
express how we will know we are successful at living our
Mission and Values. All of these were developed from the four
Congregational meetings we held.
The Mission Statement is: First Church in Windsor strives to live by Faith, to be known by Love,
and to be a voice of Hope.
The six values we chose are:
1. Transformational Worship - We value transformational worship that encourages growth
through innovative changes rooted in traditional themes.
2. Hands-On Mission - We value hands on mission by actively participating/working with others
in service beyond our congregation and with our global community.
3. Fellowship - We value fellowship that builds cohesiveness through personal friendships,
service, caring and support fostered in the Church community.
4. Social Justice - We value social justice as a guiding principle based on Christ’s call to love one
another.
5. Creating Alignment - We value creating alignment, ensuring our time, talents and gifts are
focused on accomplishing our collective understanding of God’s vision for First Church.
6. Reaching New People - We value reaching new people to walk with us as we create a diverse
Christian community in practicing justice and peace.
The work of the Vision Team is done, but a new team, the Implementation Team, is going to take our
Vision Statement and turn it into reality. The Implementation Team will work to communicate the
Vision Statement to the congregation and to prioritize and plan the efforts needed to succeed at living
our Vision.
I already feel a different energy at First Church; we have already introduced some
new things, and more changes are planned. We will be experimenting with many
innovative ideas as we try to live up to our Values. It will be exciting and fun, and
it will be challenging work and may sometimes be uncomfortable. I ask that we all
come together as a Church community to support our efforts to implement the
Vision.
Please join me in congratulating the Vision team members Cassie Copeland, Charlie Copeland, Betsy
Kenneson, Al Relyea and Pastor Nicole for their successful work on the Vision team.

Notes from Around the Parish
Dear First Church and Parish Caring Ministries,
I want to thank you for the card and prayer shawl you sent me. The message, prayers and the shawl
have given me great comfort. I received a smooth post-op course so far and I am hopeful for good help
with God's help.
Sincerely,
Lynn Andrew
Dear Parish Caring Ministries,
I don't think that there is such a caring church anywhere! Being the recipient of all your concerns,
cards, calls, flowers, prayers and soup is amazing! There are no words to express all you did at the
funeral reception. It was very special. Thanks so much for everything. I am forever grateful.
Love,
Ginny Lougee
Dear friends,
Thank you so much for the lovely lily plant it is so as it sits here on the windowsill in my favorite
room.
My love and good wishes to all
Love,
Pennie Richard
Dear Friends,
Thank you for making the 39th Anniversary of my ordination such a special
day for me. The excitement I felt brought me back to that day 39 years ago and
the many memories of my early days at First Church. The warm, sunny day
invited us outside to enjoy a beautiful cake decorated for the occasion. I took
the pink frosting rose home. Thanks too, to all who had a part in planning the
day, giving me a new memory, I shall always cherish.
With love and blessings to my church family,
Edie O’Donnell.

We hope you will enjoy these photos from Confirmation Sunday and the Shad Derby!

The Women’s Club of the First Church in Windsor 2018-2019 Program

September 11, 2018

Sing-Along
With Midge Christopher & Adrienne Armes
Hostess: Sue Kierstead (860-688-6548)

October 9, 2018

Our Trip to England
With Betsy & Gordon Kenneson and Denise & Michael
Novak Hostess: Janet Focarelli (860-688-5980)

November 13, 2018

US Southwest National Parks Photos
With Jan & John Stevens
Hostess: Sally O’Brien (860-683-0770)

December 11, 2018

Christmas in Art
With Prof. Rhea Higgins, University of Hartford
Hostess: Ginny Lougee (860-688-9236)

January 8, 2019

Bunco Card Game
With Andrea Schnure
Hostess: Polly Ellis (860-688-5949)

February 12. 2019

Legal Issues for Elders
With Attorney Warren Johnson
Hostess: Jan Stevens (860-683-0583)

March 12, 2019

What You Should Know About Identity Theft
With The Windsor Federal Bank
Hostess: Susan Gardner (860-688-3013)

April 9, 2019

Make and Take a Springtime Floral Arrangement
With Janet Graves
Hostess: Andrea Schnure (860-683-2385)

May 14, 2019

Luncheon at a nearby restaurant

Lawyer of the Year
Submitted by Lee Hoffman
We are delighted to announce that First Church Member
Diane Whitney has been named Connecticut "Lawyer of
the Year" in Environmental Law. This is the second time
Diane has been recognized, having won the same award in
2017. Diane, on this wonderful achievement! Best
Lawyers noted Diane’s legal acumen in environmental and
land use matters as well as Diane’s “natural affinity for
problem-solving.”
However, what truly sets Diane apart is her commitment to the broader community. In its write-up of
Diane, Best Lawyers highlighted her involvement as a past Chair of Greater Hartford Legal Aid as well
as her current appointment on the board of the Hartford Symphony Orchestra. Best Lawyers also went
into detail about Diane’s pro bono work involving international kidnapping cases under the Hague
Convention.
News from the ELC
Submitted by Elith Howard

The classes of First Church Early Learning Center all had a wonderful
time participating in games and winning ribbons at the Mini Olympics
(our version of “field day”). It proved to be an exciting time for the
parents too as they laughed and high-fived the children for their efforts
in every event.
Each of the children at First Church Early Learning Center will have the
opportunity to sing for their parents, grandparents, and other relatives at
their End of Year Celebration to commemorate the school year. This is a
promotion ceremony for some children and graduation for those who
will be moving on to kindergarten in the fall. Towards the end of June,
our summer program will begin with lots of activities that are sure to
bring smiles to all the children’s faces!
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year is open!! If you have or know a child who will turn
three prior to January 1, 2019, they may be eligible to join our program. Enrollment is on a first
come, first serve basis. Please contact the First Church Early Learning Center office at (860)
688-4597 if you have any questions.
The First Church Early Learning Center Board of Directors is looking for a new Treasurer by
May 2018. The person who would be a great fit for this role should have a great understanding
of financial reporting. If you are interested please contact First Church Early Learning Center
Board Chair, Helen Davenport-Senuta or Director, Elith Howard. Thank you!

The Edge Contributors

Pastor Adrienne Armes
Lee Hoffman
Elith Howard
April Michaud
Laurel Pepin (photograps)
Pastor Nicole Yonkman
Jeff Zirbel

Edited, compiled and designed by Rose Fisher
With thanks to Kathy Fisher who graciously proofread this issue and to Beth Horlitz and
Sally O’Brien who kindly prepared it for mailing!

The deadline to submit articles for the July issue is 12 PM on Friday, June 15.

