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A Letter from Pastor Nicole
Dear First Church Community,
It is a paradox that as the days grow darker, getting closer and closer to
the winter solstice, we light Advent candles to celebrate the coming of
Christ into the world. With each week, a new flame is added and more
and more light is shed into the room. For me, the theme of light shining
in the darkness is what Advent is all about. John says “The light shines
in the darkness and the darkness does not overcome it.” (John 1) The
story of how Jesus was born in a foreign country, his parents fleeing
under the threat of the edict of Caesar Augustus, and with no friends or family and no room at the inn,
poor Mary gave birth in a stable with the animals. As quaint and cute as the Christmas pageant is, the
real experience of fleeing from danger and being left out in the elements must have been terrifying; a
feeling that the darkness was gaining ground and not the light. And yet the birth of Christ did give
abundant light in the darkness.
My family is from Washington County in Maine, the most northeastern part of the state, known as the
“sunrise county” because it is the first place where the sun rises in the United States. Unlike anywhere
else I have ever lived, the day starts when the sun rises, which is “wicked early” in the morning, around
4:00 or 5:00 am. There is a high tide, the sun is up, and the fishermen are getting ready at their boats.
The flip side to being the “sunrise county,” is that you are also the sunset county. In the winter, the
days are so short, that by 3:00 in the afternoon, the light is already dim. The darkness creeps in, and it
feels as if there are not enough lamps to keep the darkness at bay. In times like this, lamplight is not
enough. I need the light of something deeper, something more profound and lasting. That is the light
of the Christ child.
This Advent we will be telling the ageless story of the coming of Jesus into the world, the prophets
who foretold it, and the shepherds and wise people who came to worship. There is no better way to
describe this feeling than to say the “light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.”
Advent blessings,
Pastor Nicole
A Note from Cabinet
Submitted by Al Relyea
Very recently the church cabinet learned that our long time treasurer, Aubrey Loomis, needed to retire
from that position due to health problems. Aubrey has served our church tirelessly for many years as
our chief financial officer and his calm reassuring guidance will be missed. The cabinet unanimously
passed a resolution honoring him and his service and arranged for the unique video message to him that
we filmed on Sunday. We ask that you hold Aubrey and Marilyn in your thoughts and prayers. In
Aubrey’s absence, John Stevens has been appointed as our treasurer effective immediately.
Update: We are saddened to announce that Aubrey Loomis passed away on November 19th. A
memorial service will be held on Dec 2 at 11:00 am in the Meeting House. Please keep Marilyn
Loomis and the rest of the family in prayer.
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November Worship Schedule

December 3

December 24
10 AM

First Sunday of Advent: Hope/
World AIDS Communion Sunday
Scripture: Mark 13:24-37
“The Words That Will Not Pass Away”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Second Sunday of Advent: Peace
Scripture: John 1:1-28
“Testifying to the Light”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Second Sunday of Advent: Joy
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38
“From Fear to Courage”
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Family Christmas Eve worship with
Children’s Pageant and Spark Singers

December 24
9 PM

Traditional candlelight worship
with lessons and carols

December 31

Scripture: TBA
Sermon Title TBA
Worship Leader: Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree

December 10

December 17

World AIDS Communion Sunday
For World AIDS Communion Sunday on December 3, we will welcome LaToya Tyson,
the Prevention Program Manager from AIDS CT (ACT). ACT, in partnership with its
member agencies, improves the lives of people impacted by HIV through care and
supportive services, housing, advocacy and prevention. Through ACT, all people
impacted by HIV/AIDS in Connecticut have access to a full range of supportive services
necessary to maximize quality of life and there are no new HIV infections in
Connecticut.
Christmas Poinsettias
It’s time to place your order for poinsettias which will decorate our
meetinghouse on December 17. Following the Sunday service, the plants will
be distributed by members of the flower committee to members of our church
family who are confined to their home or a continuing care facility. The cost
per plant is $10 with checks payable to: First Church in Windsor and mail into
the office or drop in the offering plate. The deadline is Wednesday,
December 13.
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Updates from Youth Ministries
Submitted by Pastor Adrienne

It’s been a busy fall at church! We had many activities for children, youth and young adults,
including a Parents’ Night Out with movie and pizza for the kids, Soup Night for Young Adults,
and Haunted Corn Maze for our Youth. We also had our first ever Messy Church Gameshow Day
on November 12. Thanks to Meg Goodstein and all of the people who helped with planning this
fun and intergenerational event! Now as we enter into a very busy holiday season, I want to
remind you about several important events coming up.

Youth Lock In – Middle and High Schoolers are invited to an overnight Lock In event December
1-2 at church. Drop off your middle or high schooler at 7:00 pm and pick up the next morning at
8:00 am. Bring a sleeping bag and pillow!
Messy Church Advent Fair – all ages are invited to join us right after worship on Sunday,
December 3 for our Advent Fair! Come and enjoy snacks and Christmas crafts and games. Santa
will join us for a special visit as well!
Community Cookie Bake – Join us to bake Christmas cookies on Friday, December 8 in
Nelson Hall! All are welcome!
Christmas Caroling and Open House – On Sunday, December 10 meet at Nelson Hall at 4:00
pm and hop on the bus for Christmas Caroling followed by our Open House with soup and grilled
cheese at 6 back at Nelson Hall. If you are able to help make soup and grilled cheese sandwiches,
please let Pastor Adrienne know!
Christmas Pageant – This year because Christmas Eve is on a Sunday, our Christmas Pageant
will take place at the 10:00 am service. This is a change from our normal schedule! We need your
help to pass along this important change! We will rehearse during Sunday School during the
month of December and our dress rehearsal will be Sunday, December 17 after worship.
Parents’ Afternoon Out – After our dress rehearsal for the Pageant on
December 17, kids are welcome to stay at watch a movie for our Parents’
Afternoon Out from 1:00-3:00 pm. Parents, you are welcome to take this
time to run a few last minute Christmas errands! Stay tuned for more details
about this!
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Updates from Parish Caring Ministries
Submitted by April Michaud
All Saints Sunday
On Sunday, November 5, we celebrated All Saints Sunday. This is a solemn day when
we remember those members of our church family who have passed away in the last
year by adding their names to our Tree of Life banner. This year, the following names
were added to our banner:
Jean Alford, Ernest “ Bill” Allen, Janet Allen, Ruth Bates, Arline Bomley, Doris
Carey, Jacqueline Gilman, Virginia Maher, Marcia Merrill, Florence Nicholas, Ann
Pickens, Johannes “Hans” Westenburg
This beautiful banner was handmade by our own Jan Dagenhart, and brings a truly special significance
to this annual tradition for us. Ginny Lougee handmade the banner skirt, made from neckties donated
from some of the men in our congregation. This banner and skirt are both wonderful reminders of the
love and spirit of our church members both past and present. We are grateful for Jan and Ginny’s creative
gifts which continue to bless our church.
Wanted: Prayer Team Coordinator
Parish Caring Ministries is full of volunteers who support our congregation in
many ways: giving, sharing, feeding, making, delivering, writing, and
visiting. We also have a team of individuals who pray for others from their
own homes as needed. This Prayer Team receives emails from a coordinator
to let them know who needs our prayers. Parish Caring Ministries is currently
seeking an individual who feels called to serve as this team coordinator - to
coordinate and disseminate prayers to the volunteers via email. If you are
interested in serving as Prayer Team coordinator, please contact April
Michaud at 860.298.0193 or aprilmichaudct@comcast.net for additional
information.
Fall FCW Travelling Ministries
We are seeking leaders and musicians for December and January
lay-lead services at locations in our community - no experience
necessary!




Tuesday, January 2 - 2 PM - Windsor Rehab
Tuesday, January 16 - 1 PM - Stonebrook Village
Thursday, January 18 - 1 PM - Delamere Woods

This is a wonderful and rewarding way to share your time and talents with those in local nursing homes
or retirement communities. If you would like to volunteer or learn more, please contact April Michaud
by phone (860.298.0193) or e-mail (aprilmichaudct@comcast.net).
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News from Outreach
Submitted by Marilyn Boehm
Outreach is in the middle of a very busy season! 11 Disaster Buckets were delivered to Church World
Service with a donation of $879.78! Thanks to all
who helped! The Thanksgiving Turkey was up in
the Narthex and stripped of its feathers to fill about
25 boxes of food supplies for families in need,
referred to us from Covenant to Care and local
groups. With the upcoming Christmas celebration,
we have put up the Giving Tree in the Narthex,
where you can chose a tag or two to purchase gifts
for kids. In addition Outreach will have gift options
for you to give to your family and friends, with
options from Heifer Project, World Vision, and
Church World Service. Visit our table in Nelson Hall after worship on December 3 and 10 and bring
your Christmas list for some unique solutions. Through our financial contributions, your Outreach efforts
continue to support Andover-Newton and Hartford Seminaries, Mary's Place, Food Share and My Sister's
Place.
Christmas Giving Tree
Submitted by Lorraine Wells
The Christmas Giving Tree is now in the narthex! Please stop and take a tag. As
in past years, we are collaborating with Covenant to Care to collect gift wishes
for needy children in DCF care. We may also add a few families and children
referred to us by Windsor Social Services and Manchester Social Services
through our liaison, Kevin Levine.
Tags with specific wishes of a child or teen will be on the tree for you to take.
The gifts will be collected on the three Sundays before Christmas, December 3,
10 and 17. The gifts should be unwrapped and of course, the tag should be with
the gift. Our gifts can be left in the narthex in the basket near the tree or they can
be left in the church office.

Thanksgiving Turkeys
Submitted by Priscilla Ford
The turkey was plucked clean and twenty-four Thanksgiving
boxes were filled and delivered with the help of Covenant to
Care, Kevin Levine and personal referrals. Church members
donated the goodies and an anonymous donor provided all of
the turkeys. Knowing families will share the joy of the holiday
blesses all of us. Thank you for your continued generosity!
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2017 Christmas Events
At The First Church in Windsor
December 3:
10:00 a.m. - Advent Worship
11:15 a.m. - Advent and Craft Fair
December 8:
6:00 p.m. - Church Cookie Bake
December 10:
10:00 a.m. - Advent Worship
4:00 p.m. - Bus Caroling
6:00 p.m. - Open House
December 17:
10:00 a.m. - Advent Worship
11:30 a.m. - Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
December 24:
10:00 a.m. - Christmas Pageant
9:00 p.m. - Lessons and Carols
December 31:
10:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship

An Update from the Vision Team
Submitted by Cassie Copeland
The second All Church Event focused on what congregation members valued within the church. Of the
twenty four values listed, the top five that our congregation selected included: transformational
worship, hands-on-mission, fellowship, social justice, and reaching new people. Here are the
definitions of the top five values as seen on the sheet:
1. Transformational Worship: Preaching, teaching, singing, and prayer that lead to
discipleship growth
2. Hands-on Mission: work that meets the basic needs of people in our community and
beyond
3. Reaching new people: Growing the congregation by reaching new people in our region.
4. Fellowship: Activities that build cohesiveness in our congregation
5. Social Justice: Working on systemic issues that change society.
Each of these values were followed up by an in depth
discussion around why this value is important to us and what
we can do to better implement this in our church community.
The first value discussed was transformational worship. The
conversation focused on how our church does this well but
how we can become more creative with worship as it
progresses over the years. The second value discussed was
hands-on mission. The conversation focused around the best
way to integrate and become a part of the church community.
Ideas of reaching out to younger kids at events, using existing connections to extend care into the
community, and planting the idea that the greater community that the church community is there were
brought up. The third value discussed included reaching new people. The conversation focused around
our need to bring in the younger generation into the church and our need to demographically reflect the
wider community. Ideas around faith as an action were discussed about how we will be known by our
actions in the community not just by handing out leaflets or information.
The fourth value discussed was fellowship. The conversation focused around intergenerational
cohesion with activities such as Messy Church and elements of worship that integrate the hands on
work which spreads fellowship. The fifth value discussed was social justice. The conversation focused
around finding a process to explore different viewpoints and focus on a united front with present day
issues and actions. Folks discussed that it is okay to disagree with one another, but discussions need to
be had to figure out why we don’t agree. These discussions will help one another to truly learn more
about one another and walk in one another's shoes.
Another value that was not listed but discussed throughout the five values here includes Christian
Education. Many congregation members want the younger generations to attend however there is a
disconnection between where older and younger generations can connect. Ideas of sharing knowledge
and having a social action initiative were discussed. Overall, the activity ended with reflective
questions to ask ourselves moving forward: Why would someone want to join our church? What is our
spark that draws people in? Why do others, who are not members, come to church? Why do, we the
members, come to church?
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Craft Fair Results
Submitted by Priscilla Ford and Beth Horlitz
We are so grateful for all of the help we received for Church Craft Fair at
L.P.Wilson on Nov 4. Your donations of crafts, jewelry, handmade items
and treasures to fill to Diane’s baskets brought in over $1,500 for the
Outreach budget. Beth Horlitz presented prints and cards that were done by
Barbara van Winkelen and donated to the church by her late husband, Herb.
Her effort added several hundred additional dollars to the church.
Did you know?! The sale of Barbara van Winkelen art is an ongoing fundraiser for the church. Images
of the 34 art prints and the 35 notecards are on the homepage of the church website at
www.fcwucc.org. All are reasonably priced. There are several cards with a Christmas theme suitable for
Christmas cards. There are a few prints left of the church in the spring which make lovely gifts. Please
contact Beth Horlitz at bethathena@aol.com or 860 688-8284 to purchase prints and notecards.
Your generosity has made a real difference! Some items are yet to be sold and will be available after
Church on December 3 at the Advent Fair. The volunteers who (wo)manned our tables made the event
enjoyable for everyone. They also moved carloads of items and contributed in so many ways it made it
more than successful! Steve Porcaro’s Boy Scouts and friends also helped with setting up the tables for
the fair. A huge kindness!
The fair benefits the wider community. The Bake Sale and admission fee raised $1,347 for the Windsor
Food Bank and a raffle of the baskets which each church donated raised $1,000 to “Send Windsor
Hometown to the Troops.” be left in the church office.

Christmas Choir Singers Welcome!
Submitted by Jane Frogley
The 9pm service on Christmas Eve includes candlelight and beautiful music. In
addition to the familiar carols, the choir sings several Christmas anthems. If you're not
able to sing in the choir on a weekly basis, but would like to be a part of this special
service, please join us! We will be rehearsing the music on Dec. 7, 14 and 21 at 7:30
pm in the choir room. You will be most welcome!

Womens Club News
Submitted by Beth Horlitz
On Tuesday, December 12, Al Boehm will present "The Missing Meetinghouse
of 1757." We meet at noon in Nelson Hall. Please bring your sandwich. Dessert
and beverages are provided. If you are not on a calling list and would like to
attend, please call Ginny Lougee or Polly Ellis so we have desserts and seats for
everyone. As always, we extend a warm welcome to the women and men of
our church and their friends.
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First Church Used Book Sale 2017
Submitted by Betsy Kenneson
Thank you to the many, many First Church members and
friends who helped make our 9th annual used book sale
another success. We provided a recycling place for books
bought last year and for those who were downsizing. Your
contributions of books, boxes, bags or baking; driving to
pick up donations of books; helping with sorting, moving
and arranging books for the sale; cashiering the sales of
our items; welcoming and assisting our customers; reboxing leftovers after the sale; muscle and good humor throughout; and those who purchased used books
all helped us raise just over $2,100 for the mission and ministries of First Church.
In keeping with our church’s purpose of mission and ministry, a number of bags of books, DVD’s and
jigsaw puzzles were donated for use by classrooms in area schools, home schooling families, and the
ImmaCare Shelter in Hartford. Unsold books at the end of the sale were once again taken by the owner
of Traveler Restaurant, just off Interstate 84, in Union, CT, where each of the restaurant’s patrons may
choose 3 free books. Our leftover bags were brought to the Windsor Food Bank, just in time for
distribution of Thanksgiving groceries. Our leftover boxes were used for Thanksgiving dinner food items
we collect for families. Our publicity brought a number of folks who visited us for the first time and
some who have shopped with us before. They donated books, bought books, volunteered with us and
said they hoped to see us next year. On the day of the sale and following worship on Sunday, Nelson
Hall was abuzz with book browsers, buyers, and volunteers, all enjoying book talk, bargains, coffee and
fellowship. Thanks once again to the many members, friends, and family who helped make it happen.
News from the Prudential Board
Submitted by Al Boehm and Barry Budlong
Russell House: Thanks to the leadership of Barry Budlong, the Russell
House is once again a proud member of Windsor's Historic District with
its new exterior painting. The house is now available for a commercial
rental. The first floor interior was completely renovated two years ago as
a profession office space thanks to a State of Connecticut historic
preservation grant and members of the congregation who invested their
time to strip and paint the original dining room and parlor for office use.
This house was first built for our fifth Senior Minister, William Russell,
and his family in 1755. At that time, the property stayed with him and his
family. It took another 200 years for First Church to acquire the property for our parsonage in 1955.
Meetinghouse: We have been addressing rain runoff issues this past month. The downspout on the
entrance ramp has been diverted to reduce icing issues with the ramp and parking spaces near the ramp.
A contractor unplugged gutters and downspouts after significant erosion was discovered along the
Parker addition.
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News from the Early Learning Center
Submitted by Elith Howard
Each year, the Town of Windsor’s Human Relations Commission chooses an
individual, business, and/or organization for the Windsor Bridge Builders
Award. We are thankful and honored to be recognized as the 2017 Windsor
Bridge Builder Awards Recipient! It is great to work with such an amazing
group of individuals who dedicate their time, hard work, and hearts to
educating preschool children in our community. Thank you to those of you
who continue to be in support of our efforts here at First Church Early Learning
Center. We appreciate that you understand children having a strong
educational foundation is essential to their future success in kindergarten and
beyond.
Merry Christmas! Feliz Navidad! Happy Hanukkah! Happy Kwanza! Happy Holidays! During the
course of the month, the children will learn about and participate in holiday traditions from around the
world. On Wednesday, December 20th and Thursday, December 21st, 2017, the children of First
Church Early Learning Center will participate in our Annual Holiday Sing-A-Long! Parents,
grandparents, and other family members will have fun coming out to support their little superstars as
the children sing together to celebrate the season!
In any and all ways that you choose to celebrate, may you have many laughs and happy times building
great memories with your family and friends. Have a fun and safe holiday season!

A Note from Operations
Cecile Gibson will be your new interim operations manager as of
December 6. The hours of this position have changed and Cecile will
be working part time. Cecile recently retired from her position as
Executive Assistant to the Conference Minister of the CT
Conference where she worked for 17 years. Cecile holds a Masters
of Fine Arts in Religious Studies from Hartford Seminary. Welcome,
Cecile!
***

9

The Edge Contributors
Pastor Adrienne Armes
Al Boehm
Marilyn Boehm
Barry Budlong
Cassie Copeland
Priscilla Ford
Jane Frogley
Beth Horlitz
Elith Howard
Betsy Kenneson
April Michaud
Al Relyea
Lorraine Wells
Pastor Nicole Yonkman

Designed and Edited by Rose Fisher
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