A Letter from Pastor Nicole
Dear First Church Community,
Fall Greetings to you! As we say at the opening of worship “God is
good all the time. All the time God is good.” I picked up this
wonderful greeting when I went to Kenya as part of the UCC’s Global
Partnership program with our local association of churches in Ohio.
A group of youth and adults spent 2 and half weeks in a remote village
where the UCC had helped to start the Rubate Teachers’ College. In
this month of Thanksgiving, while we are wrapping up our
stewardship program “Giving from the Heart,” I cannot help but think of the lessons of generosity
and gratitude given to me by the church. There is something about being on the receiving end of a
generous giver that changes you forever.
I will never forget arriving in Rubate after a more than 24 hour trek, including several hours of
bumpy dirt roads, and being welcomed by our hosts. Everything had been prepared for our arrival,
and many students and staff lined up to embrace each one of us and express their gratitude to God
that we arrived safely. “God is good all the time” We proceeded to the dining hall (which was more
tent than permanent structure) and as we entered our hosts washed and dried our hands for us. We
sat down, prayed a prayer of thanksgiving for our food, and ate gratefully. “God is good all the
time.” The meals were always simple and plentiful, with a smoky smell because all cooking was
done over an open charcoal fire. It is hard to imagine cooking for some 100 people three times each
day over an open fire. And yet, the college only expressed gratitude over and over again for the
well that the UCC Global Ministries had made so that they no longer had to spend hours each day
carrying water from the river. Cooking and bathing was so much easier now with the well.
Amazingly, our group was given credit for this well, even though it was made years before we ever
were directly involved with college. And so when our new friends said “Thank you for water,” we
could only respond “God is good all the time.” Being part of the church has given me, and each
member of the wider church, a share in the generosity that God gives us.
We may not feel that we have personally earned those gifts, and are not worthy to receive them.
But that is the miracle of God’s generosity: it is a free gift given to us because God loves us. When
we give generously, we are trying to emulate the giving of God; the kind of giving that makes us
feel loved and accepted and valued for who we are as precious children of God. In Rubate, Kenya I
felt the gift of God’s generosity and Christ-like service like never before. It has inspired me to think
of generous giving and generous living as part of the Christian life. I believe that when people
come to the church, they should feel like they have arrived home after a long journey. Someone is
here to welcome them “Thank God you have arrived safely.” There is warm water to wash their
hands and a soft towel to dry them, a place to sit, a meal prepared lovingly, and gratefully served.
There is joy in the giving and gratitude in the receiving. And together we make up the Christ
community. And together we say “God is good all the time. And all the time God is good.”
In gratitude,
Pastor Nicole

News from Youth Ministries
Submitted by Pastor Adrienne
I can’t believe it’s November already! Fall in New England is beautiful and we are loving our time
here! It has been such a joy to get to know you all and spend time with the wonderful youth and
children at church. We have a lot going on during the next few months, so make sure you mark your
calendars for these important events!
Friday, November 3 is our first Parents Night Out event from 6:00 to 8:00 pm! Drop your children off
in Nelson Hall for pizza and a movie and go enjoy some adult time on the town! Union Street Tavern
has reserved an area for any adults from our church who wish to join together for a meal. I encourage
you all to go take some time to get to know others from our church! Please let me know by Thursday,
November 2 if you will be participating. Suggested donation of $10 for the first child and $5 for each
additional child in the family to cover the cost of pizza and snacks.
People of all ages are welcome for a Messy Church Gameshow Event on
Sunday, November 12 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
Middle and High Schoolers – please join us for a Lock In packed with fun on December 1-2! Parents,
drop your kids off in Nelson Hall Friday at 7:00 pm and pick up Saturday at 8:00 am.
Our Youth Band will be performing a song in church on Sunday, December 3. We are still welcoming
new band members! Please contact Pastor Adrienne if your middle or high schooler would like to join.
News from Parish Caring Ministries
Submitted by April Michaud
On Sunday, October 15th, we celebrated Parish Caring Sunday by
recognizing the many volunteers who make this ministry happen.
With November being National Caregivers Month, we acknowledge
the important role that family, friends and neighbors play in caring for
those we love. Even though Parish Caring Sunday may be over,
November is still a perfect time to thank one of our volunteers. Parish
Caring volunteers help care for all members of our church family and
they make it possible to help touch the lives of those within our church family when they need it most.
For some, it’s receiving a note of support or encouragement at a difficult time in their life. To others it
means the receipt of an uplifting floral arrangement. Some will tell you it means that a ride is available
for local errands when you can’t drive yourself, or that it means the delivery of a home-cooked meal
when you need it most. Others will tell you that Parish Caring Ministries is about a friendly visit or phone
call to help you feel connected to our church when you are new to our church, or when
you are home-bound. It can also be having the ability to attend worship at one of four
locations in our community when you cannot get to church on Sundays. For those on
the receiving side, the actions of Parish Caring Ministries can mean the world – even
though to the giver, the gestures may seem small. Without this dedicated, tireless, and
simply gifted group of volunteers, we could not do the things we do or touch the lives
that we touch. To volunteer your time and talents with Parish Caring Ministries, please
contact April Michaud at 860.298.0193 or aprilmichaudct@comcast.net.

Fall FCW Travelling Ministries
Please come out and support our November and December lay-lead Travelling Ministries services as
listed below! We are seeking lay leaders and musicians for the dates below marked with an asterisk. No
experience necessary!







Tuesday, November 7 - 2 PM - Windsor Rehab
Thursday, November 16 - 1 PM - Delamere Woods*
Tuesday, November 21 - 1 PM - Stonebrook Village
Thursday, December 14 - 2 PM - Kimberly Hall*
Tuesday, December 19 - 1 PM - Stonebrook Village *
Thursday, December 21 - 1 PM - Delamere Woods*

This is a wonderful and rewarding way to share your time and talents with those in local nursing homes
or retirement communities. If you would like to volunteer or learn more, please contact April Michaud
by phone (860.298.0193) or e-mail (aprilmichaudct@comcast.net).
Sunday, November 5, 2017 - All Saints Sunday
On this day, we remember those members of our church family who have passed away in the last year
by adding their names to our Tree of Life banner. The banner will remain on display in the
meetinghouse until November 12th.
College Care Packages
Parish Caring Ministries is seeking donations from the congregation for college/military care packages
- either items for the packages or monetary donations to help purchase supplies or postage. If you wish
to donate items for this project we need 25-30 of each of the following items:










Granola, cereal or protein bars
Hot cocoa packets
Packs of gum
Fun-sized candy bars
Snack packs of raisins or other dried fruits
Individually wrapped cookies or other sweet snacks
Single-serve bags of nuts, chips, pretzels or other salty snacks
Small bags of trail mix
Microwave popcorn

Monetary donations (please put “college care packages” in the memo field) are also
welcome prior to this date to defray the cost of purchasing items or to pay for
postage. All donations - items or monetary - can be brought to the church office
before November 17th. If you have questions, you can contact Pastor Adrienne
through the church office, or April Michaud by phone (860.298.0193) or e-mail
(aprilmichaudct@comcast.net). Thank you in advance for helping us spread some
joy to our young adults before the stress of exams takes over!

Book Sale
Submitted by Betsy Kenneson
Our 9th annual Used Book Sale will be held on Saturday, November 4
from 9 AM to 3 PM in Nelson Hall. Following worship on Sunday,
November 5, 2017, last chance to stock up on your winter reading. All
items available for a free will offering. To offer your help, or for more
information, please contact Betsy Kenneson at
betsy.kenneson@gmail.com or at 860.688.8070
News from Outreach
Submitted by Marilyn Boehm
Through your donations of goods and cash we are able to send 11 buckets
full of supplies, plus a cash donation to Church World Service Disaster
Relief. Thanksgiving is coming soon, and Joyce Ward, Priscilla Ford and
Lorraine Wells will be organizing the Turkey gift basket and donations.
Try to stop in to the Craft Fair at L.P. Wilson where First Church will
have a table under the guidance of Diane Dwelley. The Outreach Board
voted to continue our support of the Windsor Food Bank for $500 and the
Windsor Fuel Bank for $750. Additionally we gave $200 to Windsor
CARES, a local service group organized through the Senior Center.
WHOW Craft Fair
Submitted by Priscilla Ford & Beth Horlitz
Be sure to join us for the Windsor Houses of Worship Craft Fair at L.P. Wilson
on Saturday, Nov. 4 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Diane Dwelley has assembled
beautiful themed baskets to sell and members and friends of First Church have
created a number of beautiful crafts. Barbara van Winkelen prints and notecards
will also be for sale. Images of the 34 art prints and the 35 notecards are on the
church website in the News and More section. Admission to this event is $1 or
one donation of a non-perishable food item. Proceeds from this event will benefit
our Outreach programs. There is awonderful ecumenical spirit about the Fair so
we hope you’ll come and join the fun!
Shelter Meal Update
Submitted by Cindy Taplin
The first shelter meal of the 2017/2018 year is fast approaching! We
are excited to kick off our first delicious and healthy dinner with a
kitchen full of wonderful cooks! Are you looking for an opportunity to
be a part of the fun? We are still in need of servers and donations of
baked goods, soft fruits, and beverages. If you are interested in serving
the meal or donating food or beverage for the meal, please see Pam
Petro or Cindy Taplin for more information and to sign-up. Thank you
to everyone at First Church for your ongoing support of this mission!

Gratitude Changes Us
Submitted by Davida Crabtree
An attitude of gratitude is life-transforming. It is particularly so when we feel beset on every side. For
gratitude to pervade our lives requires a relationship with God (by whatever name or however imagined).
Little in American society and culture today moves us toward gratitude; mostly it moves us toward
acquiring, toward owning, toward self-aggrandizement. Yet if there is anything our spiritual mentors of
the centuries teach us, it is that an attitude of gratitude restores our lives to right relationship – with
ourselves, with others and with God.
As we move into the month of November, we give thanks – thanks for this church and its leadership
and ministries and members, thanks for God in Christ, who draws us ever closer to one another, thanks
for the earth and its bounty. In particular, your Generosity Team gives thanks for your response to this
fall’s stewardship campaign. We are truly together stewards of this blessed church, stewards of our
community together, and stewards of our future and our relationship to the world around us.
During our campaign, 30 visitors spent time with about 60 members, visiting
together about life in our church and our love for it. Visitors have told us how
warmly they have been received and how lively conversations have been. Truly
our bonds have been strengthened! We know a visit is not everyone’s cup of
tea, but we have found that visits are welcomed by the great majority because
it helps us know one another more deeply. Many members offered testimonies
of their support for our church and three gave them live and in person on Sunday
mornings.
We thank all of you for your warmth and joy, for your generosity and dedication.
May your Thanksgiving season include daily thanks to God for the life of our church, for the leadership
of Pastor Nicole and Pastor Adrienne, and for the presence of the life-transforming Holy Spirit in our
midst!
News from the Prudential Board
Submitted by Al Boehm & Barry Budlong
Meeting House: An electrician has replaced ancient wiring from the basement and Bell Tower. We
can now proceed with repairs to the support structure of the Bell Tower.
Russell House: The Parsonage is now available for rent as an office space on the
first floor. The window project is complete along with a new roof. The exterior
is being painted to make it more attractive to potential renters. The Prudential
Board and the property manager, Mike O’Brien, are sensitive to the type of tenant
that would be appropriate as a member church campus. The tenant will also be
approved by the Senior Minister.
Pierson House: Due to the split uses as a parsonage on the first and commercial rental of the second
floor, we have authorized our sexton, Ken Baranoski, to serve as Property Manager for all maintenance
and repair needs of the second floor.

News from the Bell Choir
Submitted by Jane Frogley
Our three-octave set of hand-bells has been sent to 'the shop' for a much needed refurbishment. In
September Scott and Carrie Burgoff very kindly delivered them for us. The makers, Malmark, are
based in Plumsteadville, PA, and the Burgoffs made a detour on a family trip to drop the bells off for
us, saving us hundreds of dollars in shipping! We are very grateful for their help!
While at Malmark the bells have been fully disassembled (you'd be amazed how
many parts there are in each bell!), all parts inspected and replaced as necessary,
and then put back together. Of course they're being nicely polished up, and
they're also being tested for tuning and evenness of tone. Ginny Drapeau, our
bell expert, has been instrumental (sorry!) in getting the work done, and is
generously helping with the cost. Thanks, Ginny! The bells should be ready for
pick up soon, and ringers Rene Fitzsimonds and Charlotte Zoner are planning to
head down and get them for us. This refurbishment has been an effort of many
people, and we are grateful to all of them.
The bell choir itself is an effort of many people, too, with each ringer handling 2 bells - 3 or 4 if you're
really good! Or maybe even more if you're Martha Pinckney! We could really use a couple more ringers
in our group, so if you've ever thought about joining us, now would be a great time! You don't have to
have a lot of musical skill-the most important thing is to be comfortable with rhythmic notation. We're a
very relaxed group, and are able to laugh at our mistakes. And we laugh a lot! Let Jane know if you're
interested! We rehearse at 6:30 on Thursday evenings. There will be a couple of shiny, perfectly-tuned
bells waiting for you!
Pledges still being received
Submitted by Davida Crabtree
If you have lost your pledge card or simply didn’t get around to bringing it to worship, please know
that it is still welcome! This month, we begin constructing our church’s budget based on the pledges
received. Without your estimate of giving/pledge, we have to proceed as if you were giving nothing in
order to be sure we can meet our obligations. Without your generous commitments, we have to cut
important ministries and not take important initiatives. Please do give us a pledge so we have an idea
what we can count on! It’s part of the spiritual journey of a Christian to make a financial commitment
to Christ’s church!
News from Women’s Club
Submitted by Beth Horlitz
On Tuesday, November 14, the program will be Colonial Dancing presented by our
own Helen Davenport-Senuta and her husband, Tom, members of Reel Nutmeg, an
English Country Dancing troupe. They will demonstrate, share background information
and even teach us a simple dance. Please bring your sandwich. Dessert and beverages
are provided. If you plan to attend and are not on a calling list, please contact Sally
O'Brien, Corolyn Hudson, or Jan Stevens so that we have dessert and seats for all. As
always, all are welcome to attend the Women's Club meetings.

An Update from the Vision Team
Submitted by Jeff Zirbel
It may seem a bit daunting to go through almost 400 years of history in an hour,
but about 50 people joined the First Church Vision team in Nelson Hall on
October 8th to reflect our church's past. We went back through time to look at
the highlights and struggles in the church, as well as what was going on in
Windsor and in the world. We were looking for patterns to finish the statement,
"Based on our history, we are a church who:" We are using an understanding of
our past to help discern how God is calling us into the future. We reviewed the
history we lived through, and we told stories from the more distant past. It is
hard to condense all 387 years, but here is what we found.
Based on our most recent history, we can say we are a church that:
Changes and survives despite our struggles; Values our history; Loves our youth
Helps and cares for our members in need; Tries to make our presence known in our community;
Supports LGBT rights, women's rights and the rights of Muslims
When we looked farther back, we can say we have been a church that:
Has supported ecumenical/interfaith efforts in Windsor; Moved to inclusive language; Wanted to make
a difference in the wider world (including the Ulster Project); Was starkly divided by the Civil Rights
movement; Sold property to accommodate our needs; Supported refugees from various countries
Before living memory, we were a church who:
Actively participated in segregation, slavery, and displacement of Native people; Had members who
were the powerful people in the community
Up next, on November 12th, we will move on from our History to examine our Values and to imagine
what it would look like to live our Values. Please join us to help us continue to build the Vision for
First Church.
Notes from Around the Parish
When I first read Pastor Nicole’s October 8th sermon title, “The Good News is Always Close to the Fire”,
it made me realize that the “Good News is Always Close to the Pain”, as well. That’s because in the latter
part of September, I was admitted to the hospital twice in two weeks, each time for entirely different
medical emergencies. The first time was expected but not worrisome, nor painful. The second
was unexpected, worrisome, and intensely painful, requiring emergency surgery.
The Good News is that without the pain of my second visit, my condition would have become far more
critical and required more extensive surgery by the time it was discovered. The Good News wrapped
itself around Glenys and me through your prayers, your visits, your phone calls, your cards, and your
help with transportation. The Good News lifted our spirits when you sent flowers, delivered homemade
food, and knitted me a Prayer Shawl. The Good News warmed our hearts as you welcomed us back to
Bible Study and Sunday morning worship. Thank you, First Church family, for your “Extravagant
Generosity”. Gratitude and blessings to all.
David Lemere

Notes from Around the Parish Continued
Thank you so much for all the flowers, prayers and phone calls you’ve sent or delivered. Our house is
much enhanced by the flowers!
Your Friend, Ann Pickens
News from the ELC
Submitted by Elith Howard
During this time of being thankful, the children are ready to go “Over the River and Through the
Woods” for this month’s curriculum theme. With predictions of how long it will take to get to
grandma’s house, learning all about maps, and exploring different modes of transportation, it is sure to
be a fun time of exploration!
As National Young Reader Day approaches on Saturday, November 11th, the children will have the
opportunity to celebrate this special day on Monday, November 13, 2017, when the First Church in
Windsor’s Book Buddies visit to share stories and books. In addition, First Church Early Learning
Center will also participate in the Scholastic Book Club during this month to encourage literacy with
the children and their families as they prepare for kindergarten and beyond.
At various times throughout the year we send in Box Tops for
Education, which allows us to help fund scholarships that assist
some of our parents in need. Box Tops for Education are
usually on the boxes of various items, like cereals, paper towels,
and other everyday products you may use.
We will
continuously collect Box Tops for Education throughout the
course of the school year. If you are able to share any of your
Box Tops for Education towards this cause, we would greatly appreciate it! There will a box in the foyer
on the table next to the school entrance for any Box Tops you are able to bring in. Thank you in advance
for your generosity and help.
We hope you, your family, and friends all enjoy your Thanksgiving as you think about all the
wonderful things you are thankful for!
A Note from Operations
Rose Fisher
I would like to take this opportunity to let you know that as of December 1, I will
be resigning from the position of Operations Manager. It has been lovely to spend
the past year here and to get to know you all. I have greatly enjoyed working with
my colleagues on the FCW staff and with Pastor Nicole, Pastor Char and most
recently Pastor Adrienne, who I know will continue to be a wonderful addition to
your team. I wish you all the very best of luck for the future and am sure that,
under Nicole’s visionary leadership, the church will continue to go from strength
to strength. Thank you all for welcoming me and for allowing me to be a part of
your journey.

November Worship Schedule

November 5

v

November 12

November 19

November 26

December 3

All Saints /Laity/Communion Sunday
Scripture: Exodus 32: 1-6, 19-24
The Golden Calf
Worship Leader: Mike Bassett
The Story of Moses Final Sunday
Exodus 37:1-9, 39:32-43
The Ark of the Covenant
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Thanksgiving Sunday
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Enriched by Generosity
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole
Reign of Christ Sunday
Scripture: Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 2-24
Saving Our Flock
Worship Leader: Pastor Adrienne
First Sunday of Advent/
World AIDS Communion Sunday
Scripture: Mark 13:24-37
The Words That Will Not Pass Away
Worship Leader: Pastor Nicole

World AIDS Communion Sunday
For World AIDS Communion Sunday we will welcome LaToya Tyson, the Prevention
Program Manager from AIDS CT (ACT). ACT, in partnership with its member
agencies, improves the lives of people impacted by HIV through care and supportive
services, housing, advocacy and prevention. Through ACT, all people impacted by
HIV/AIDS in Connecticut have access to a full range of supportive services necessary
to maximize quality of life and there are no new HIV infections in Connecticut.
Transgender Day of Rememberence
At the CTUCC Annual Meeting in 2017, a resolution was passed to recommend the Churches of the
Connecticut Conference mark Transgender Remembrance Sunday. This is in line with our Open and
Affirming designation, which affirms the full humanity of all God's children, regardless of sexual
orientation or gender expression. Nov. 20 is Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) — a national
day of mourning for the transgender persons who have lost their lives, through murder or suicide, in the
past year. TDOR is also a day when we renew our commitment to stand with the transgender
community whenever their rights and dignity as human beings are under attack. May our witness leave
no doubt that the United Church of Christ stands with our transgender neighbors near and far.
Adult Bible Study
Reminder: Our ongoing Adult Bible Study on the Book of Exodus will not continue into the month of
November.
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Thank you to Sally O'Brien and Beth Horlitz who are kind
enough to come and put the final touches on every issue.

