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ONE SUNDAY OF  

WORSHIP $2,050



 

The Bassett family (Mike, Dionne, and Maisyn) are 

new members at FCW this year!  Mike and Dionne’s story 

is like many younger families today; they had moved 

away from church as young adults, but never lost their 

connection to God and the Holy Spirit continued to work 

on them.  

Mike found a job and calling at Christian non-profit 

World Vision in Hartford and wanted a church home.  

Dionne had a spiritual crisis in her life when her brother 

tragically passed away.  Raising daughter Maisyn in the 

church was a priority in their parenting.  

The Bassetts have found a spiritual home at FCW 

where they can find community and spiritual support 

as a family.  Maisyn loves Church School and brings a 

beautiful spirit of joy wherever she goes.  Supporting 

FCW means making sure we are here for families like  

the Bassetts.

OUR STORY 

BASSETT FAMILY



Faith and discipleship formation is a shared ministry among all of us! 

ONE SUNDAY OF  

FAITH 
FORMATION $1,120



Adult learning opportunities at First Church include Bible study, periodic book 
studies, book clubs and second-hour programs lead by lay or guest speakers on 
a variety of faith topics and themes. Special events include Lenten and Advent 
programs, retreats and seasonal labyrinth walks.  

Community Conversations is a new forum for exploring current local issues 
with the Windsor community and a recent interfaith initiative with fieldtrips and 
learning events has been launched as we seek to build bridges of understanding 
with people and congregations of other faiths. 

We recognize everyone has different gifts, needs and ideas, so social action and 
fellowship are regular experiences at First Church. We are also a teaching parish, 
interactively guiding seminary students through their faith formation  
in ministry.

Faith and discipleship formation is a 
shared ministry among all of us!  Parents, 
church members, confirmation mentors, 
volunteer teachers, youth assistants and 
staff come together to create a community of 
learning, exploration and sharing that serves 
as a faith foundation for life. Children ages 
0-3 experience nurture and care in  
our nursery.

Our weekly Church School program for 
children in Pre-K-8th grade is lectionary-
based, teaching the stories of the Bible as 
well as the call to service during monthly 
Mission Sundays. Special events include  
Bible Sunday, Advent Workshop and the 
Hosanna Fair. Seeking Disciples, our year-long 
confirmation program, is for youth beginning 
in 9th grade. 

Summertime brings Vacation Bible School 
and an 11-week Faith Quest program 
on Sundays. Youth fellowship and 
intergenerational service opportunities are 
offered throughout the year.



SERVING THE LAKOTA PEOPLE ON SOUTH 
DAKOTA’S PINE RIDGE RESERVATION 

For 17 years, First Church has sent our youth on summer trips 
to serve communities in need. Under Pastor Char Corbett’s 
leadership, the service team has traveled to Camden, N.Y., the 
Jersey Shore, Vermont and Appalachia.

In July, our team embarked on its most ambitious trip to date, 
journeying to Pine Ridge Reservation, home of the Oglala 
Lakota Nation. Living conditions on the reservation are Third 
World, so there was much to learn and respond to. Working 
with Re-Member, a nonprofit that serves Lakota families, our 
team stained boards (top right), built and delivered bunk beds 
and outhouses, skirted trailers, and traveled to Wounded 
Knee Massacre Monument (bottom left). 

Most importantly, the team (bottom right) learned that the 
Lakota people’s struggle is our concern; the Lakota phrase, 
Mitakuye Oyasin, means “we all are related.” 

Prior to the trip, each volunteer completed 30 hours of 
sensitivity training, tool safety and fund-raising. As a result of 
First Church’s generosity, the cost of the trip was reduced by 
half for each participant. 

YOUTH  
SERVICE TRIP $6,270



My late wife Nancy and I joined First Church in 
the 1960’s. We felt at home at First Church and very 
quickly got involved in serving many different roles 
within the church. 

In 2010, Nancy was diagnosed with brain cancer.    
When the doctor told Nancy that she had multiple 
tumors in her brain, my heart sank, but Nancy very 
calmly said, “God would not give me anything I could 
not handle.” At that moment, I realized how strong 
her faith was. I needed to examine my own faith.   

I had been on the sideline spiritually.  While I was 
involved in the church, attended regularly, and gave 
what I thought was appropriate, I was not strong in 
my faith.

During Nancy’s hospitalization, I had a number of transformative 
experiences. By opening my heart and inviting God into my life, I 
began to feel God’s presence like I never had before. 

The morning of her surgery, I asked Nancy to think about a 
place she enjoyed. She said kayaking in the marsh in Maine.  The 
attending nurse overheard and said, “Nancy, I, too, love Maine and 
kayaking.  We’ll paddle together through your surgery.”  I knew then 
that God was answering my prayers. 

There have been other times when I have felt God’s presence 
through caregivers, family and our church and especially through 
God bringing Carla Smith and me together. 

For a number of years, our giving was a function of what we had 
left after paying our bills.   Our goal was to satisfy our basic needs. 
Nancy returned to work as the children grew older, and we began to 
give a modern day tithe of 5%.  Gradually we increased our giving 
to a true 10% tithe. For many years, we paid our pledge in full in 
advance so we knew that our first gift was to our church to do 
God’s work. Nancy’s faith was instrumental in moving us to tithing. I 
continue to pay my tithe before paying any bills. 

Now I am married to Carla and I feel blessed by God every day.  I 
am able to look back and see God’s hand in my life and that I have 
grown in Christ. I continue to give generously, without being tied to 
just 10%.  I can, and do, give willingly in gratitude to God.  

OUR STORY 

RANDY & CARLA CLARK



ONE SUNDAY OF  

MUSIC $380



“To me, there is no worship without music, and I feel I serve 
the church best with my song.  Since I was a child, attending 
church has been a musical experience.  My memories are of 
participating in children’s choirs, Christmas pageants, and 
playing my instrument for Holiday services.  These are things 
I want my children to experience as well.  First Church has 
welcomed our family and has given us chances to play and sing.  
I love the variety of music we have here, it can be spontaneous 
and fun at one moment, and reflective the next.  I look forward 
to years of making music with the First Church community.”
 

— First Church Member

The musical talents of our church are integral 
to worship and important to the church’s 
sense of community.  We celebrate our music 
every Sunday and at special events throughout 
the year.  Through our music program, we can 
experience everything from traditional hymns 
to our drum circle to Native American songs.  
We have built on a strong foundation, and we 
are bringing in sounds from other cultures and 
traditions to reflect our place in the wider world.



You are loved and you are not  
alone. That’s the foundation of  
Parish Caring Ministries. 

Each week, dozens of volunteers (and 
our Parish Caring Coordinator, April 
Michaud) do God’s work by visiting 
members and friends, making and 
delivering homemade meals, praying 
with the Prayer Team, knitting prayer 
shawls and providing transportation to 
appointments. 

“It is a good feeling to be part of Parish 
Caring Visitors,” says Janet Focarelli, 
who recently met with long-time First 
Church member Dick Blaisdell. 

“We are genuinely interested in the 
well-being of each and every person we 
encounter. Our visits keep the home-
bound connected to the life of FCW. 
When I visited Dick, one of his first 
questions was ‘what is new at church?’” 

Such connections are pivotal in our 
congregation, where we seek to walk 
with our brothers and sisters  
in whatever stage they are on in  
life’s journey.

ONE WEEK OF

PARISH CARING 
MINISTRIES $210



When Rev. F. Van Gorder Parker (right) served 
as senior pastor of First Church from 1968 to 
1995, he frequently called on parishioners. 
Recently, Van, who is our Pastor Emeritus (as is 
Rick Huleatt), received a visit from Pastor Nicole. 
The two had a wide-ranging conversation about 
life in his retirement community, his poetry, and 
the ministries of First Church. 

Pastoral visits help weave us together as a 
community.  When a pastor brings communion 
to someone unable to come to church, we are 
all present symbolically just as Christ is.  When 
a pastor hears of a need, her presence with us 
represents all of us.  Alongside Parish Caring 
Ministries, our pastors do all they can to  
ensure that we truly live in community and 
experience Christian care for our spiritual and 
life-transition moments. 

If you’ve ever been hospitalized or needed to 
stay home for medical reasons, or if you’ve felt a 
spiritual emptiness, you know what a difference 
it makes to have caring pastors.  “I was so very 
lonely after my husband died, and overwhelmed 
by everything I had to take care of,” one of our 
members says. “I don’t know what I would have 
done without our pastors.” Another shares,  
“Her hospital visit gave me strength to face  
my treatment.”

$980
ONE WEEK OF  

PASTORAL 
CARE



Our church needs to be prepared to meet the needs of those who come to our doors. Our office runs because of the love and dedication of 
great staff and volunteers.  Mailings, bulletins, newsletters, bill payments, payroll, database work, all happens behind the scenes. Our buildings 
serve as a vessel for ministry in Windsor. We host scout groups, community meetings such as a support group for NAMI (National Alliance for 
Mental Illness).  Our support ensures that our buildings are maintained so that they can be used to do God’s work in the world.

ONE WEEK OF 

CAMPUS AND  
ADMINISTRATION $3,680



Through concrete acts of caring, First Church 
demonstrates we are a faith community that supports 
our hometown as well as communities across the state 
and around the world. Locally, we support Project 
Graduation at Windsor High, refugee resettlement, 
seminary students from Andover Newton, and 
provide meals for a homeless shelter. These and other 
important efforts make Windsor and our region a 
better place.  

Pictured here are young people at Silver Lake 
Conference Center, where First Church youth have 

spent summers since 1957, the same year the United Church of 
Christ was formed. Our church supports this 60-acre spiritual center 
through gifts to the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of 
Christ through Our Church’s Wider Mission. Every year, youth return 
home with new visions of their futures because of their experience. 
One young man told his mother that when he told his fellow conferees 
about his cancer he felt accepted and nurtured. “I didn’t have to fake 
it anymore,” he says. That’s the kind of story OCWM makes possible.

For generations, Silver Lake and the Connecticut Conference have 
made a difference in the lives of youth, adults, pastors, and local 
churches.  Our gifts keep all the churches of the UCC stronger 
because we are generous together.  

Globally, our mission dollars are at work in places of critical need, 
including  Syria, Colombia, Indonesia, and southern Africa. We help 
educate generations of leadership, support teachers, peacemakers, 
human rights advocates, and health care providers and trainers. 
Through the UCC, we partner with churches in each place we carry 
out work, honor their unique Christian witness and build strength 
through unity.

$1,320
OUR WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION TO  
OUR CHURCH’S 
WIDER MISSION



My name is Aran Gillette. I’m currently 16 years old, a 
junior at Suffield High.  This church has always been a 
special, sacred space to me, that holds so many of my dearest 
memories. Through tears of pain and tears of laughter, and 
everywhere in between, the congregation of First Church has 
been there for me every step of the way. It was here that I 
learned to deal with the pain and discomfort of losing loved 
ones, but also was shown the astounding power of community 
during these sad times. I learned that losing one person you 
love often reminds you of just how many people you still have 
that love you. I have also made connections with people that I 
know will last me a lifetime. 

Over the past summer I was lucky enough to develop amazing 
new friendships while working at Silver Lake Conference 
Center as part of “Camp Family.” I have First Church to thank 
for the amazing work experience, as well as bringing me my 
two closest friends, fellow youth deacons Gillian Klase and 
Emily Bernstein.  With technology, sports, school, work, and 
family, there is almost no time to relax and just be.  Silver 
Lake is that place.

I want to reach out to all the youth in this 
congregation and challenge you to donate one 
dollar per week. Not enough adults know how much 
this place means to us, and I feel that we have a 
responsibility to do whatever we can to ensure that 
people continue to have experiences here, for many 
more years to come. Challenge yourself and see just 
how much you can give back, and I promise that dollar 
will go towards great things. 

MY STORY 

ARAN GILLETTE
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It’s not easy to be the church today. Hearing statistics about 
religion in decline can be scary and can cause some congregations 
to go into maintenance mode.  But that is not who we are at FCW.  
We are going boldly into the future with the vision and leadership 
to face 21st-century challenges.  For nearly 400 years, First 
Church has weathered profound change, and we will face new 
challenges with the same courage and faithfulness as our spiritual 
ancestors.  Now is the time for vision.

What will a vital church look like in our future?  It is a diverse 
community with lots of kids, young adults, and families, as 
well as older adults.  The parking lot is filled; our buildings 
and grounds are beautiful, and children are laughing in the 

playground.  Our Meeting House is full and people are smiling, 
greeting one another with hugs.  There is laughter and singing, 
musical instruments of many kinds, and the profound silence of 
contemplation and prayer. We are warm and welcoming, peaceful 
and supportive, innovative and challenging.  God is moving 
among us and the feeling of the Holy Spirit is palpable.  

This future is possible at FCW because of the generosity of 
today’s congregation.   Together we can build that future when 
we see the vision, grasp the possibility, and allow God to work 
in us.  As the prophet Isaiah records “Behold I am doing a new 
thing!  Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”  Now is the 
time to give generously.

—PASTOR NICOLE GRANT YONKMAN

DEAR FIRST CHURCH COMMUNITY
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